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THE OLD VICTORIAN HOUSE towered over Isaac as he pedalled up the long, winding driveway. Jamie’s home always looked like something from a storybook, with its rough red bricks, big bay window, and the white lacy metal trim hanging from the roof. Was it called string-work? Or fretwork? Something that reminded him of guitar decorations.

Isaac rang the doorbell, the familiar scent of cinnamon and fresh-baked bread greeting him through the screened door. His backpack felt unusually heavy, weighed down by the now infamous “Power Fusion” game that had given him frightening pyrokinetic abilities the weekend before.

Jamie opened the door, his curly hair sticking up at odd angles. “About time you got here! Come see what I got!”

Isaac followed Jamie into the lounge room where Sam was already sitting on the floor, giggling as a tiny grey kitten pounced and rolled around her.

“Isn’t she cute?” Jamie picked up the kitten and held her out for Isaac to pet. Her fur was as soft as silk, and she meowed while playfully batting at Isaac’s fingers.

“She’s adorable!” Isaac exclaimed as he sat down next to Sam and started dangling a feather toy for the kitten. She jumped and spun, biting at the feather with her tiny, sharp teeth.

“My parents got her from the animal shelter yesterday,” Jamie explained. “Her name is Smokey.”

“Smokey, huh?” Sam raised an eyebrow at Isaac, and he sensed she was thinking the same thing he was—about the smoke they had faced at the library. He shook his head, wishing the others wouldn’t bring up playing another game of Power Fusion anytime soon. His brief experience with fire control had been terrifying, and he wasn’t keen to find out what other dangerous abilities the game might give him.

Isaac laughed as Smokey pounced on the feather toy, her tiny paws batting with enthusiasm. For a moment, he forgot all about the Power Fusion game sitting in his backpack.

Jamie suddenly asked, “Did you bring the game, mate?”

Isaac froze. He thought about lying and saying he’d left it at home, but the eager look on Jamie’s face made it clear that his friend wouldn’t believe that.

With a sigh, Isaac replied, “Yeah, I brought it.”

Jamie’s eyes sparkled with excitement. “Let’s play again!”

“No way!” Sam exclaimed, pushing her glasses up on her nose. “Did you already forget how dangerous that was?”

Isaac shook his head, remembering the panic that had filled him as the fire took hold in the library. The game had given him a power far too great for a 12-year-old to handle.

“Sam’s right,” Isaac said. “That fire wasn’t a game. We shouldn’t play again.”

Jamie’s face dropped. “But think of all the other powers we could discover! Invisibility or super-speed or flight!”

“It’s too risky,” Sam insisted. “We got lucky last time, but this time we might not be able to fix what the game creates.”

Isaac sank into the couch, absentmindedly scratching behind Smokey’s ears as she purred in his lap. Ordinary life suddenly felt comforting compared to the chaos Power Fusion had brought. Adventures were fun, but some powers were better off undiscovered.

Jamie sighed, his shoulders drooping. “Can I at least just look at the game?”

Isaac hesitated, knowing how persuasive Jamie could be. But refusing his friend’s request could hurt their friendship. “Alright,” Isaac conceded. “Just looking.”

He pulled out the Power Fusion game from his backpack and handed it to Jamie.

Jamie eagerly flipped through the Power cards, sighing over each one. “Invisibility! Can you imagine? We could sneak into the cinema for free. And super-speed? We could race down to the river and back in seconds. Think of all the extra time we’d have to play!”

Isaac noticed Sam’s eyes lighting up behind her glasses as she peered over Jamie’s shoulder. Before Isaac could speak up, Sam snatched the deck of game cards and began shuffling them with practiced ease.

“Maybe just one quick game,” Sam suggested, avoiding Isaac’s gaze. “We’ll be extra careful this time. And whoever wins, we’ll tackle the challenge together right away, so the power doesn’t have time to get out of control.”

“Exactly!” Jamie said excitedly. He fanned out the Power cards, considering each one. “We’ve got to try invisibility. Just think of the mischief we could cause!”

Isaac’s heart sank as his friends excitedly dealt out the cards. He knew he should stop this but their enthusiasm was infectious. Jamie had a point—invisibility did sound like fun.

Maybe one more game wouldn’t hurt. They had learned a lesson from last time, after all. As long as they were careful and worked as a team, how dangerous could the powers really be?
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SAM DEALT EVERYONE a hand of cards. When she flipped over the top challenge card, it revealed: Challenge: A friend is choking on a piece of food at a local restaurant.

Isaac gulped. Their powers had never taken them into a life-or-death situation before.

“No worries,” Jamie said casually. “We’ve got this.”

Isaac picked up his two power cards, heart racing. One was orange-bordered with the heading Air Control, and the other was yellow with Magic Healing written on it. Either could help save someone from choking, if only he could figure out how to use them.

“What did you get?” Sam asked, readjusting her glasses. She placed her own two cards, Big and Small Power and Super Touch, face up on the coffee table.

“Air Control and Magic Healing,” Isaac replied.

“Excellent!” Jamie revealed his own cards: Unbreakable and Time Control. His face fell as he realised invisibility wasn’t among them. “I was really hoping for invisibility this game. But I guess time control could be fun too. How does time control work again? I could freeze time and sneak extra biscuits from the pantry!”

Isaac slumped back against the couch, running his fingers through Smokey’s soft fur. His heart raced as he thought about all the ways this new Power Fusion game could go wrong. How were they supposed to save someone from choking when they had no idea how their hastily gained powers even worked?

He recalled an old lady’s warning about facing
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