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A Hexonian Alien Abduction Romance
The beginning...
I’ve been captured by walking crocodiles and saved by a golden-skinned god.
Xzion says he took me to protect me but he’s not taking me back home. In fact, we’ve crashed on an alien planet and now we’re trapped in a cave from which there’s no escape. He’s all I’ve got.
I should be afraid of him, but I can’t take my eyes off his washboard abs and irresistible lips. The longer we’re trapped down here, the harder it will be for me to resist him. I’m barely hanging in there. Xzion will claim my body but if he claims my heart, I’ll never be able to return to Earth.
But when we find a way out and discover a treacherous plot intended for mankind, I know my life will never be the same. I’ll be trapped between two worlds and the fate of mankind rests in my hands.
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Chapter 1
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Strange that freedom involved freezing her butt off in the middle of absolutely no-where. A cutting wind whipped from the inky darkness of the desert, scouring her skin with fine grains of sand. She couldn’t see more than a metre from the light of her hand-held lantern but freedom always came at a cost.  
Mia crossed her ankles, settled on the bonnet of her car, and leant back on the windscreen. She adjusted the blanket around her already well-layered body and drew her beanie over her eyebrows because the desert at night was that cold.
Who would have thought more than a stinking forty five degrees Celsius during the day would leech away to below zero at night. Yet, here she was partly because she wanted to be and partly because she was being paid, although if truth be told she would have done it for free.
Her job as a freelance photographer took her around the world. She’d gained a reputation for her eye for detail, her ability to spot things that others just didn’t see and her willingness to go where others wouldn’t dare. She lived for the adventure. 
She’d traversed farther into that volcanic crater in Hawaii than the guides recommended, trekked deeper into the amazon jungle than was advised and sailed into a hurricane to photograph what it was like in the eye of the storm. The risks had always paid off.
Not only could she just about name her price for her services but she got to go on adventures, taking photos that magazines and travel companies screamed for. It seemed that she’d grown a following of daredevils who wanted to copy whatever she did. That was alright in her book. It meant she got to do what she loved.
Which was why she was huddled in layers of clothing and a thick blanket in the middle of nowhere. She’d set up several cameras around the car and had all of the controls in her hand. She’d been employed to take photographs of the Nullarbor Plain, and a photograph of the night sky without the obstruction of city lights would be spectacular. She’d driven six hundred kilometres into the desert to get just the right one.
Mia drew a breath of fresh air into her lungs. The wind ruffled some dry grasses and other than that slight sound, the silence was thick. No matter where she went or what she did, she loved being in the middle of an adventure. 
The final frontier twinkled above her, bright and intriguing. How many worlds were out there? How many other races? Was there someone like herself on another planet looking at the night sky and wondering exactly the same thing?
A satellite flashed overhead. Only it grew brighter, quickly dropping from the sky. She didn’t think satellites did that. They usually trekked over the arc of the Earth imprisoned in orbit .
This one zigzagged in fast movements that didn’t make sense. Right, then left, then right again as though it couldn’t make up its mind. The pin prick of light burst over her, now the size of a car, blinding her. Her heart hammered in her chest. Her body screamed run, but her limbs were frozen in a state of shock. Her mind fumbled to find reason and came up with nothing before sharp claws reached for her and everything went black.




Chapter 2
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For the hundredth time, Xzion check ed the coordinates on the jet and scanned for movement. Nothing but a few non-life planets spinning around a single golden sun and a lone comet showed in his scanners. He didn’t expect anything different. Nothing much happened out here in the absolute outskirts of the known universe. 
He’d come farther than was necessary. Completely off grid, to be honest, but he hadn’t been able to stop himself. He’d travelled for days in the inky blackness, becoming lost in the smudge of crystalline white dust that stretched from one end of this unexplored galaxy to the other. It was beautiful, and different, and something he just had to see.
He’d always been the first to jump to a mission, often did so without thinking, but he didn’t care. If the limits weren’t pushed, then what was life all about? He didn’t want to be someone’s bodyguard on travel a supply run, trading between planets. He needed more than that.
It was that same attitude that females did not like. They preferred safety. Routine. Someone home-minded to raise children in a place where they would set down their lives. Thus, the life of a pilot in the Interspecies Council was a solitary one. 
Where his friends had settled and even started their families, he didn’t have the inclination or the heart to do that to a female or to a child. If he couldn’t be there, it would be better if he never went down that route. It didn’t mean that he didn’t get lonely on occasion, but usually the thrill of doing something new kept that at bay. For how long he would think that way, he had no idea, but for now he sought the adventure.
This time he’d gone too far from his route but he’d deal with the flack later from higher up in the chain of command. Something had drawn him out here. He passed a planet with a glittering ring of dust surrounding it and pointed the nose of his Star Jet towards the jewel of a green, blue and white planet. His heart pumped a little faster with the discovery. This type of planet was one that could sustain life. Extremely unusual for one so far away.
The greenery indicated definite plant life, and the blue water might even hold animal life. The clouds above the landmasses suggested a weather pattern and the light blue skin surrounding the whole planet signposted an atmosphere. This would be the discovery of a lifetime. Maybe they’d name a bacteria after him if one was discovered here. Xzionastobia. Definitely a name no one would remember.
He pressed the button on the dash that would record his progress and charted his course toward the planet, running diagnostics to calculate the gasses. He would be the first Hexonian to step foot on a newly discovered life-sustaining planet in quite some years if it came back suitable for oxygen-based life.
His eyes bugged out as the scans came back. It seemed there wasn’t just bacteria on this planet. It was teeming with sentient life! Billions of life signals were encoded into his jet systems. Differing species from miniscule to—he forgot to breath—bipedal. Beings with complex structures similar to his species.
He forced his eyes from the scans to see machinery circuiting the planet. There wasn’t just an abundance of sentient life. It was intelligent life. Life that had never before been discovered, and no wonder too. No one came out this far. They were light years away.
He forced his hands to stop shaking as he adjusted the controls to slow the Star Jet, just so he could admire the planet below. This was beyond an amazing discovery. 
A glimmer of light shot upwards from the atmospheric barrier, but once it had cleared orbit, it appeared to be a craft. It went much faster than the satellites that circled the planet, suggesting space-faring technology that was too advanced. Species generally did not use a mix of very old and advanced space-faring technology.
Xzion checked his logs, scanning for other known craft in the area and that craft definitely was a foreign design. The craft shot away from the planet, almost as though it didn’t want to be discovered. 
His gut told him to follow. He skirted around the huge green and blue planet and then behind a red planet. A glimmer of light began to prickle in the darkness, and grew into a large spiral of light. Xzion drew in a sharp breath. It was a wormhole. They were making their own wormhole!
It should have been impossible, and yet the evidence was right in front of his eyes. Normally wormholes were created and held in existence by powerful gates that kept them stable for interstellar flight, created by the best minds from the Interspecies Council. Some took light years to build. To create one, even a little one like this and so quickly, was beyond any species’ current knowledge.
He didn’t just suspect this craft was doing something illegal—he was sure. He was also one hundred percent certain if he didn’t follow them, he would lose their trail forever once they went through the wormhole.
Xzion engaged the stealth mode of the Star Jet and engaged transmission to his commanding officer. 
“I’ve discovered illegal activity on a newly discovered class five planet. Discovery of wormhole technology. Following unidentified craft. Purpose unknown. I’m pursuing. Will report further when I’ve reached their destination.”
The craft disappeared into the glimmering wormhole. Then the wormhole began to shrink. A return transmission began, but he cut it off. There was no time to waste. To think if this was a good idea or not. Xzion ended the transmission with a lock on his trajectory and hurtled into the wormhole just as it closed behind him.




Chapter 3
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Mi a was never going to drink again. Whatever she’d had the night before was definitely going on her banned drink list. It was strange though. She couldn’t remember what she’d had to drink or where she’d gone.
If it was anything like that little bar in South America that sold rocket fuel instead of tequila, she must have had a good party. Pity she had no memory of it. Mia rubbed the pain away from her forehead. Or she would have if she could move her hand.
A hard band about her wrist stopped her from moving. She tried the other hand which was also tied down. Adrenaline burnt the hangover away. She lifted her head and choked on the band around her neck. White light blinded her when she cracked open eyes that were far too heavy. 
The adrenaline turned into full on panic when she tried to move her legs and found they too were strapped tight. Tears streamed from her eyes against the brightness of the overhead light and her racing heart tried to pummel its way out of her throat as her panic bloomed into full-grown terror. She struggled against her bindings, panting short sharp breaths, eyes bugging out of her head as she tried to see where she was, but nothing made sense.
White room. Distinctly medical. Sharp instruments on a nearby tray. Screens blipping with multi coloured light. A huge white light loomed above her. Unrelenting hard table beneath her. 
Her memory rushed back. There had been no party. Just a white light that had descended too fast from the night sky.  She hadn’t even put up a fight. Couldn’t remember a struggle. She’d been blinded and then there was nothing.
She hadn’t seen her abductors and her mind screamed that whoever they were, she was completely at their mercy. No matter how much she struggled, she was held fast. There was no give in the bindings. At all.
Her eyes tracked to movement at her side. Her breath wheezed. Blood thundered in her ears. Her mind skipped a beat, struggling to find the discrepancy between what she saw and what was real. Because what she saw wasn’t real at all. What she saw was completely impossible.
Terrifying.
Horrifying.
It wasn’t real. 
Her wheeze morphed into a one-toned sound she never knew she could make, then she began the scream in earnest as a walking crocodile loomed over her. Its beady red eyes stared down at her. Its lips parted, revealing a long row of white, pointed teeth. The two nostrils at the end of its elongated nose flared, two dark slits that appeared in wet, dark green, mottled skin.
Her great eye for detail followed the slight bumps, ridges and scales that ran all the way up its long nose and over its flat forehead. A long red tongue slid from the end of its lips and licked up the length of its mouth, leaving a trail of thick saliva.
It was a crocodile cross iguana. A trip to the Galapagos Island careened through her mind. There couldn’t possibly be a creature that looked like an upright crocodile standing over her wearing a white lab coat. She was losing her mind. She was completely losing her…
Stark terror coursed through her body when its sharp, long claws tore into her bicep. Blood oozed from the long cut and dripped to the table, but she didn’t feel any pain. Not one thing as it dipped its claw into her blood. Its tongue darted out as it licked its claw clean.
Her entire body shook, her fingers clenching and unclenching against the hard surface beneath her as its eyes widened. It seemed surprised, then it dipped its claw once more and repeated the process.
 It opened its mouth and a strange hissing and raspy clacking sounded. It took her a moment to realise it was speaking. It lumbered away from her, turning its back to go to a long bench that was situated along a wall.
Next to the creature, a small round window showed the night sky. The stars were bright. As bright as the stars she’d been photographing in the desert. They must not have taken her too far away. If she could get away, she could run. Find her car and…
Her lungs locked tight as an iron bar pressed against her chest. A golden planet edged into the frame of the window. Swirls of clouds covered the land below made up of of bright golds and burnished browns.
 She’d made a model of the solar system when she was in primary school and she’d never made a planet that looked like this. She also never had made the field of floating asteroids that studded around the planet. Dust glittered between the larger rocks, sparkling like a mist of ground up diamonds. It would make a beautiful photograph. Stunning. Spectacular.
It also meant she... 
Her teeth chattered and her blood turned to ice. She clenched her jaw, but it made no difference. Her vision grew into a tiny pin point and there was nothing she could do about it because her body already knew what her mind grappled with.
These weren’t just advanced crocodiles. That wasn’t Earth. Outside wasn’t just the night sky. 
The unbelievable proof was right before her eyes.
She was in…She had to be out of…It was impossible but… Her lungs tightened more, the air locked in her throat.
This was nothing like those sci-fi romance novels portrayed alien abduction to be. There was no alpha, ripped, seven-foot tall, well-muscled male. The frantic part of her brain locked onto the lethal black claws, the rows of sharp teeth, the spines visible beneath the clothing that ran down the Reptiles’ back, the sly red eyes, the thick tail that ended in a solid, pointed barb at the tip and the knowledge her soft body was no match. No match at all.
She’d been abducted by aliens–and the reality was that they were terrifying.
The Reptile turned to her. He lumbered toward her, his greedy eyes raking her body. A sound to her other side had her turning her head to see two more Reptiles coming through the open door towards her. They made the horrible hissing sound as they crowded around her, leering at her as though she was the promise of the universe.
“No. Please no!” She struggled against the straps, her voice no more than a hoarse whisper yet she begged and pleaded anyway, unable to stop the words pouring from her mouth. And when one of them picked up a long, silver instrument in its dark claws, she began to scream. 




Chapter 4
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A galaxy burst into swirls of brilliant light as Xzion shot through the other end of the wormhole. The foreign craft in front of him made a beeline towards a huge golden planet in the distance. Between the ship and the planet was a massive asteroid field that was so strategically scattered it had to be a defence system rather than naturally occurring. It was almost suicide to cloak a planet with such debris and he briefly wondered why it had been done. 
It also meant he would have to work fast in order not to find himself caught up in it. The Star Jet handled well and he was a good pilot, however the field was a mess. A craft would have to be led through the rocks, or know the pathway to take to reach planetside. He would have to catch the other craft before it entered the asteroid field.
Xzion aligned his Star Jet to the trajectory of the craft in front, and making sure that his signal was still being sent back to Central Command per protocol, set the auto pilot and went to arm himself. There was only one way he was going to understand what the unknown craft was doing on the planet he’d just discovered and that was to board them for a little reconnaissance.
His heart beat faster as he slung a holster around his waist and placed his two favourite blasters into the holders at both hips. They were powerful. So powerful a beam from each could punch a hole right through a craft. He would be careful, however if he ran into trouble, they were a good deterrent. After a moment’s consideration, he reached for his shoulder holster and slid his favourite sword into the sheath at his back just to be sure. It was the one his father had given him when he’d completed his cadetship and been admitted into the Interspecies Council military.
He slipped on an air-tight helmet and fixed it to the collar of his flight suit. There was no telling what environment he would find on board the alien craft. His suit would protect his body and the helmet would keep him breathing and alive for the time he would be on board. He couldn’t take too long, considering the closeness of the asteroid field.
This mission would need to be a quick in and out, get as much information as he could and make sure he got back out without alerting any of the beings on board. He would need to be stealthier as he’d ever been. He’d bet his sword that a craft that shot off-planet and disappeared into their own wormhole had something to hide. He wouldn’t be walking into welcoming arms.
He strapped on his wrist comm and punched in the transport commands, checking it was locked to the foreign craft. After making sure his helmet was air-locked, he activated the transporter and gritted his teeth against the familiar icy sensation that signified his body being broken down into transportable, light-stream energy and reassembled into the identified location. 
Unfamiliar walls solidified around him. He was in a large corridor made from dark, sleek metal. The lights were dim and the vibration of the ship’s engines trembled underfoot. All was quiet. He read the air quality and temperature on his wrist comm, finding the air breathable, but warm and muggy. He could live in such conditions, but he would soon become uncomfortable in the high humidity. 
He was wondering which way he should go down the corridor when a scream rent the air. Every cell in his body tensed. Shrill. Female. Terrified.  His gut lurched. That was the sound of a female in pain. The sound something helpless made when there was no hope.
Xzion slipped his sword from its sheath and followed the distraught sound. He glimpsed the fast-approaching asteroid field from one of the windows in the outer wall of the hull as he moved silently and swiftly.
Another scream broke into a whimper coming from the next open doorway. A hissing and clacking sound preceded a broken feminine sob. He peered around the open doorframe to see three enormous Reptilian beings surrounding a gurney. He caught a glimpse of slim legs and tiny clenched hands and the pathetic whimper cut through him like blaster fire. 
The female babbled in a language he didn’t understand, but even terrified the lyrical sound caressed him like a balm that washed through his body. He might not have understood the words, but he understood meaning. She was begging, and the beings surrounding her were harming her.
He stepped into the room, removed a blaster from his hip holster and aimed it at the Reptiles. “Let her drekking go!”
His body thrummed with the need for violence, but still he would give them the option of surrender. One of the Reptiles turned. Its long snout opened to reveal rows of gleaming, sharp teeth. The Reptile’s eyes opened in surprise before it spun on the balls of its feet. Its tail whipped towards Xzion, slinging a lethal-looking barb right at him.
Xzion jumped back, narrowly avoiding the sharpened appendage. A second Reptile hissed and swung its tail at Xzion. A quick swipe of his sword separated the barb from the tail, and it flew across the room and lodged into the wall, quivering and pulsing. 
The Reptile’s screech echoed off the walls as black blood sprayed the pristine white walls and floor, letting Xzion fully see their victim. His breath whooshed from his lungs. His heart skipped a beat, before hammering harder and faster. Every nerve in his body screamed at him to get to her.
A female. The most beautiful female he’d ever seen. Her hair, the colour of winter sun, streamed around her head. If not for her delicate form and pink skin, she could be a Hexonion. The same and yet so enticingly different. It was amazing. She was astonishing. 
Her wide, deep blue eyes stared at him, shock, terror and hope glimmering in their depths. Her dusky rose lush lips opened and she whimpered another word. She begged him for help. Then he saw the river of crimson blood soaking her arm and dripping from a huge wound in her arm to pool beneath her. Rage, white hot and intense scorched his brain. These Reptiles had tied her to the gurney and then had hurt her.
He roared, swinging his sword through the neck of one Reptile. Its head toppled to the floor as its black blood gushed from the open neck. The Reptile he’d severed the tail barb from rushed at him, black claws extended. Xzion brought his sword down, slashing through its arms one way, then brought it up and cut through its neck. The body collapsed to the floor, lifeless before it hit the ground.
Xzion pulled his blaster and aimed it at the Reptile on the other side of the female. The Reptile staggered back, tripping over its own clumsy feet and slapped a screen on the wall behind it. A claxon screeched throughout the ship -  no doubt the Reptile had called for backup. He eyed Xzion with a long, cold stare and grinned, showcasing all of his teeth.
Drek. He had to get the female out. Now.
Xzion snapped open the binding around the female’s neck and wrists. Footfalls behind him had him swinging around as four more Reptiles charged into the small room. He ducked as a laser streaked past him, the heat singing the outside of his suit.
He stabbed and sliced with his sword as the Reptiles charged as one, driving him backwards against the gurney. He glimpsed shaking, slender pale hands at his waist and then a streak of laser zapped past his visor, punching through the craft’s window and into the wing outside of the craft.
Suction whipped him from his feet and his sword was ripped from his fingers. He clasped the edge of the gurney before he was sucked to the breech along with the Reptiles. Luckily the gurney was bolted to the floor. The female shrieked as his blaster was ripped from her fingers before her upper body flew over his shoulder. He wrapped one arm about her waist, locking her against him.
The Reptiles slammed against the breech in the window, caught in the suction. The ceiling cracked and steam poured through and cloaked the room in white mist. The craft had started to shake violently as it spiralled out of control. 
Suddenly, the atmosphere dropped, ice forming on the walls instantly. The female’s skin turned blue and she gasped for breath. Her eyes rolled back in her skull and fluttered closed. 
The Reptile on the other side of the gurney spun over the top of them and smacked into the others. The hole in the window cracked open and a Reptile was sucked right through. The body hurtled through space before it slammed into the wing. Pieces of the wing exploded before a flash of orange yellow light blinded Xzion for an instant. Gods! His Star Jet! It had been trailing behind and had been hit by the debris.
The golden planet below zoomed past the window, then again and again as the Reptile craft spiralled . It was only a matter of time before they struck an asteroid that would take them all out. It would be a death wish if he stayed here, and he had no Star Jet to transport to. The planet flashed past the window again.
There was only one option, and even then it might not be possible for two people to transport such a distance. He had to try. The choice was to die here or die getting down there, or maybe, just maybe make it to the surface.
Keeping his arm tight about the female, he punched in the command to take them planetside. He gritted his teeth then roared out loud as his and the female’s body were split apart at the seams.




Chapter 5
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Mia’ s blood was on fire. No, not on fire. She was so cold that ice burned through her veins. She shivered as a fine layer of perspiration coated her skin. Her limbs her so heavy. Why were her limbs so heavy? It took a monumental effort to lift her hand. So much so, she gave up and tried to lift her eyelids instead.
A blur of brown filled her vision because she was face down in harsh, gravelly sand that stuck to her cheek and trailed inside her mouth. She groaned, lifting her head even though it had lead weights where her brain should be. Mountains of gravelly sand surrounded her, on which were twisted branches strewn over the sand like bleached bones. Some of the branches were quite long, while others seemed to have been broken apart in a state of decay. Everything surrounding her was in shades of drab brown. Overhead, even the sky was a golden-tan colour.
Mia rubbed her eyes with trembling fingers, trying to rub her monotone vision away but it remained stubbornly there. Brown sand, brown branches, brown sky.
She lay on something hard and warm and not coarse like the sand coating her cheek. Hard, solid muscle paced with lethal power lay beneath her. Her legs were entwined with thick, powerful thighs, her torso half on half off a massive chest. His head was twisted away from her, but she would have been unable to see exactly what he looked like through his helmet anyway. At least, she hoped it was a helmet. 
Her heart pounded in her chest as he groaned, the sound low and gravelly. She sucked in a quick breath, every muscle in her body tensing as his head rocked in her direction. Her panicked face was mirrored in his reflective visor. Not knowing what he looked like was even scarier than seeing what lay beneath the helmet and the suit. He could have fangs dripping with venom, or poisoned barbs that would dart at her from the centre of his palm. All she knew was that he’d been a force to be reckoned with when he’d barged into the torture chamber and taken out those reptile creatures. Unconscious he was impressive. Conscious she wouldn’t stand a chance.
He muttered an indecipherable word as he reached for her. She’d been abducted once. She wasn’t about to let it happen again. He seemed to be as groggy as she was, but she had the hot flood of adrenaline on her side as well as a healthy dose of self-preservation. She wasn’t going to stick around to see what was beneath the helmet.
She brushed his hand aside, her forearms coming into contact with his firmness. His fingers found her wrist. She twisted her wrist from his grasp, disentangled her legs and scrambled backwards, crab-crawling and sliding over the slippery grains of sand. She sucked in air, fast quick little pants that made her lightheaded. The brown sand spun in her vision, or maybe that was her brain swirling in her head, she didn’t know. She had to get away from him as fast as she could.
He barked a word which made her turn to her hands and knees and crawl up the side of the nearest sand dune. A vice tightened around her ankle, and she kicked at him.
He made a sound of surprise and his fingers relaxed enough for her to wrench her ankle from his grip. She scrambled to her feet, her knees buckling beneath her. She clawed the sand, clambering up the side, ignoring the sand that scratched through her clothing and scraped the skin off her fingers. 
The man yelled a sharp sound with a note of alarm. He didn’t want her getting away. He rose to his feet, showing his impressive height despite swaying slightly. But then he took a step towards her, and then another, and began to stride towards her with single-minded purpose. 
She dug her toes into the sand and using every remaining drop of energy she had, scrabbled to the top of the dune. The man followed her. His visor reflected everything about them and she was his central focus. His large body ate up the distance between them quickly. She scrambled to her feet and the sand disintegrated beneath her.
She shrieked as her feet flew out from beneath her and she slid down the other side on her back until she flopped at the bottom. She looked up. The man had crested the top of the dune already. He took a large step towards her and sunk into the sand up to his knee.
She pushed to her feet and made herself run from him, forcing her wobbly legs to move. He barked a clipped word. He was close. So close she felt the sand shake with his footfalls. Then his massive arms were about her waist and she tumbled to the ground. Mia tensed to take the fall. He twisted at the last moment so that he landed on his back with her on top. Sand trickled at their sides. The ground beneath them gave. The sky disappeared and they were swallowed by a dark hole. 
When they landed the breath whooshed out of her lungs and her head snapped forward, her chin impacting against his chest. Far above them, the yellow sky shone light through a ragged, body-sized hole that barely illuminated the huge cave into which they’d just dropped.
She was again sprawled over the huge form of the man, only this time her legs were splayed either side of his hips and she was completely open to the hard bulge that nestled between her thighs. Her breasts were crushed against his chest and her arms were either side of his wide shoulders. She panted little shallow breaths while her blank mind began to function once more. 
Despite her having fallen into a cave on a strange planet, delicious tingles fluttered from her core, making her abdomen clench and her nipples bead into sensitive little points. 
She shouldn’t feel like this. She shouldn’t feel like this at all.
When she bucked her legs and splayed her hands over his tense pecs to push herself away, his massive arms banded about her back and crushed her to him. His strength was powerful and unrelenting and a panicked part of her brain supplied the fact that he wasn’t going to let her move. That despite her struggles, she remained pinned against him.




Chapter 6
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Xzion  gritted his teeth as the female thrashed on top of him. Apart from the fact he’d fallen straight on his back through a drekking hole far above them and his body felt more battering ram than bone and muscle, his blood heated with the feel of her soft, warm body atop his. The heat from her core was like a furnace right over his cock. The material of his flight suit, although durable, was thin and did nothing to protect him from the delicious feel of her. His shaft throbbed, brought unexpectedly to life.
Although he’d crushed her against him in an attempt to stop her from running away from him again, she would soon feel what was developing between them if he didn’t put a stop to her wriggling, if she hadn’t already. He was as hard as Drisonian crystal. 
Her elbow smashed into his chin, knocking the bottom of his visor. Drek. He’d forgotten he wore it. There was no way she could see his face with the reflective properties of the shield. She would be frightened enough after being at the whim of those reptilian creatures. The visage of his helmet could be terrifying, especially to a species who had not seen a full Hexonian flight suit before. It was built for protection, not aesthetics. Maybe if she saw his face, she would calm a little. His mind still reeled at how closely their species resembled each other, but he stopped musing when her knee struck his kidney. He had to calm her if he didn’t want to be more of a punching bag than he already was.
He gripped her bicep with one hand and unclipped his helmet with his other, lifting it off his head. The female’s eyes went wide as she gasped. Her body went lax over his while her gaze skittered over his face.
Now that he had removed his helmet, the scent of feminine warm spice surrounded him. His hand on her back twitched, his fingers curving around her narrow waist, drawing her close. The colour of her eyes was a vibrant blue speckled with varying greens. His gaze wandered over her narrow nose, with the pert little upturned tip perched over her full rosy lips. At the moment they were parted, the top lip perfectly bowed while the lower was pillowed and plump. The perfect mouth for kissing.
His mouth tingled as an urgent need coursed through him. He wanted to kiss her. Taste her. Unable and unwilling to stop himself, he sank his fingers into her hair, sifting the soft, burnished strands through his fingers. His fingertips skated over the line of her cheek. Her skin was as soft as her hair. His cock hardened as tough as plasti-steel at the thought. He wondered if the rest of her would be as soft, or if she would tense when she climaxed as he thrust…
His breath whooshed out of his lungs when she planted a fist into his stomach in her mad scramble to get off him, her knees and elbows ramming into the soft parts of his body in her haste. Her knee hammered his cock and he saw stars.
Despite the fires of the seven hells coursing upwards through the pit of his stomach, her lunged for her, grabbing her ankle. He held on tight no matter how hard she kicked and flailed. He didn’t want her falling down any more holes.
“Be still, female,” he barked, his voice a little gruffer than normal while he waited for his cock to stop throbbing for the wrong reasons.
She said something to him, but of course he couldn’t understand her. All he did hear though, was her husky voice and beautiful lilting language filled with terror and tension.
“I won’t hurt you, but you have to stop running. I don’t know where we are and I need to make sure we’re safe.” He spoke low and even, trying to make himself sound as soothing as possible.
It must have struck a chord because she stopped trying to kick his hand off her ankle with the heel of her rather lethal boot. She spoke to him again, her attention riveted on him. Her intelligent gaze raked over him and he tried to hide his raging dick as much as he could in a skin-tight flight suit. Despite its battered state, it was still semi hard. Why his suit didn’t have protective armour plating there, he had no idea. It was a point he would make to his commanding office when he saw him next.
Which would hopefully be soon.
Xzion needed to access his wrist comm but he needed two hands to do that. She still watched him with a terrified, wide-eyed stare, as though she was prey watching every move of a predator. That would be him. He guessed from her point of view, she was right.
He was much larger than her. More solid. Thicker. Obviously stronger. He could completely subdue her if he really wanted to and there wouldn’t be a whole lot she could do about it. 
If only he could talk to her, let her know she had nothing to worry about, it would make things a lot easier, since she showed no signs of recognising his species. If she did, she wouldn’t have kicked his dick into his stomach with her haste to get away. She would know he would never harm a female or anyone else from a peaceful race. She would have recognised the uniform and felt safe, he would hope. But she didn’t. Add to that, he didn’t recognise the reptile species who had her in their clutches either. Something wasn’t adding up. 
He frowned at that. Hexonians were well known throughout the universe, but the planet she came from was so out of the way there was a chance they might not have had contact of any kind. Her planet certainly wasn’t a known civilised planet and the technology surrounding it indicated they were a space-faring species. 
Yet here she was without a language implant, shaking like a leaf in a hurricane and watching him with a death stare. She licked her lips, the tip of her pink tongue darting out quickly, nervously. She seemed to work herself up with some form of courage. When she spoke, she posed it as a question if her upturn infliction at the end of her words was anything to go by.
He wanted to help her, to communicate with her, but to do that he would need to access his wrist comm and he didn’t trust she wouldn’t get herself into more trouble than they already were in.
“If I let you go, will you run?”
Her mouth parted, then she shook her head as she mumbled something to herself. She closed her eyes and rubbed her temples as though she had head pain. He listened closely. She said one word over and over. Maybe calling a name, or praying to her deity.  Whatever it was, she seemed to seek it for comfort.
He pursed his lips and repeated the word, hoping she would see it as an attempt at communication and it would alleviate her stress. “Fuck.”
Her eyes snapped open and those delectable lips parted. She spoke again, her words all running together in a breathy tone. Maybe she wanted him to repeat himself. Maybe he didn’t say it properly and she was asking for clarification. He tried again, saying it a little louder this time. 
“Fuck.” 
The word, strangely satisfying in its own right, echoed off the rock walls surrounding them.
Her eyes widened and a giggle escaped her. She placed her hands over her mouth, her shoulders shaking as she fought whatever it was that wanted to come out.
He held out a hand towards her in a hopefully placating gesture. It seemed she liked the sound of this word. If he said it again, maybe she would understand he meant her no harm. He made sure he had her attention, and uttered in a, hopefully, soothing tone, “Fuck.”
She howled, bending double in a laughing fit, her slim hand covering her face. The sight was astounding. She’d gone from terrified to hysterical in mere clicks. He had to wonder if she was on the verge of insanity, along with the sinking feeling he’d gotten himself into more trouble than it was worth and now he was stuck in a cave on an unidentifiable planet and had to call for help to get off it. Maybe he had indeed rescued a lunatic.
Then her hysterical laugher turned into giant sobs that wracked her whole body. She seemed unable to stop the flow of fat tears that ran down her face despite wiping them repeatedly away. Her entire body convulsed with each heartbreaking sound.
“Shh, it is all right. I will help you,” he said.
Her slim hands fell from her face and her shoulders slumped. She looked so lost and desolate that he crawled towards her. She tensed, but let him come slowly closer, watching every little move he made. Her pupils were so enlarged that the blue was no more than a slim ring around the black centre. Her breath shuddered little hiccups. Dark smudges bruised under her eyes and tension lines framed her mouth. Her face was pale, almost white in the darkness of the cave.
Drek, he was an idiot. She wasn’t a lunatic. Not at all. She was simply deeply traumatised. She was also hurt and in pain, as his attention was brought to the deep, open gashes on her arms.
He could no more stop himself from reaching for her than drawing his next breath. The need to comfort her was as overwhelming as the need to sink himself into her warm, wet body. He acted on his first impulse and ignored the second.
His arm slipped around her shoulders, moving slowly to avoid shocking her further. His fingers trailed over the fine bones of her back as he settled next to her, thigh to thigh. He drew his other arm beneath her knees and then he lifted her into his lap.
He expected her to thrash out of his grasp, but instead she let him settle her over his thighs, her body tense for long moments before it drained away. A sigh eased through his body when she gradually relaxed, although he thought it might have more to do with exhaustion than trust. 
He banded his arms about her and gently brought her close to his chest, tucking the top of her head beneath his chin, half surprised she stayed there. He transferred his fingers to her hair, stroking through the soft strands.
He would see to her wound after she had calmed, but right now, she needed him in a different way and he was happy to provide his strength for her. Happy to build trust. He wanted more than that, even though his wants made no sense at all. 
She should be just a job. A mystery to be unfolded. He should be thinking along purely professional lines. This truly wasn’t the time or place to be feeling anything other than working out how the seven hells he was going to get them out of here. One thing was certain: she had been no match for them, strapped to that table and completely helpless. She couldn’t have fought back. Her body was soft without any sort of protection that he could see. She wasn’t made for fighting. She was completely vulnerable. There was no telling what might have happened to her if he’d decided not to follow their craft into the wormhole. He doubted she would be alive.
The Reptiles had taken her for reasons which were probably nefarious, but to exactly what end he couldn’t begin to understand. He didn’t know her planet. It was hidden in a secret pocket in the outskirts of the universe. In fact, it was so out of the way, he questioned whether her planet had achieved the level of advancement for contact. If it had not, the Interspecies Council would not let her return knowing what she now knew. She would never be free again. Not of her world. Not of any world. Her life would never be the same.
His gut fell knowing this beautiful female was not for a lowly pilot such as himself. He had nothing to offer her. No planet, no home, no family. His life was at the whim of the military. Whatever he must do, he would not act on his urges no matter what. He just hoped his cock was on board with his reasoning. With her in his lap, it was thickening and he forced his thoughts away from her soft rounded backside over his thighs.
He had to signal for help, treat her wounds, and somehow get out of wherever they were before he could worry anything about her life. Then he would set about trying to find a way to communicate with her apart from kissing her.




Chapter 7
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Mia had to admit his fingers stroking through her hair was soothing. As was the way he made that sh ooshing sound ever so often that her frayed nerves thanked him for. His deep voice was almost a growl that did strange, swirly things to the pit of her stomach. The logical part of her brain knew she shouldn’t trust him at all. Not one bit, but the other part of her, the completely illogical part of her, was more than ready to settle on his lap for the rest of her life, however long that may be.
At this point it was dubious.
She couldn’t begin to think about recent events. Maybe that was why she was more than happy to sit here—wherever here was. Now that she wasn’t fearful for her life, at least not so much that she was a panicked hot mess, her brain let her take in her surroundings.
She almost wished she was a panicked hot mess again.
They appeared to have fallen into a dark cavern. The rocky walls spread out around them and extended well into the darkness from the little amount of light that filtered in from the hole in the ceiling far above them. 
Apart from her heartbeat thundering in her ear and her rescuer’s frequent shooshing sounds, it was silent. At least it seemed to be empty of anything but the two of them. If she never met with one of those upright, evil crocodiles ever again she would be happy.
She also had to face the fact that there was more life in the universe than just on Earth, although seeing it was more than a shock to her system. The evil Reptile ones especially – and then, him. He was unexpected.
Particularly when he’d removed his helmet. She hadn’t expected what was underneath. Not the prominent sculpted cheek bones, long straight nose, slightly slanted brows set over liquid gold eyes, or those masculine, kissable lips. 
It had been the insane urge to kiss him that had launched her into action, kicking and scrambling to get off his big body. That, and the press of his impressive interest that had pressed between her thighs like a welcome glass of wine at the end of a hectic work day.
He was an alien. A massive, golden-skinned warrior angel. Who had come from nowhere and rescued her from a terrible fate.
Now that the blind panic had bled from her system and she could think again, the wound the Reptiles had inflicted on her began to throb. She had no idea why they’d torn into her flesh, only that it was super creepy and extremely painful and they seemed to have enjoyed hurting her. Her blood had made them excited. Maybe she would have found out why if he hadn’t have rescued her, or maybe they would have killed her before that.
And why had he rescued her? Where had he come from? What was his name?
Who the hell was he?
Questions without answers rammed the inside of her skull, making her head throb. She’d never mourned the inability to communicate until now.
Although the hard bulge pressing against her thigh communicated plenty.
He was much bigger and stronger than her. He could make use of that bulge, or more accurately what comprised of that bulge whether she wanted him to or not. Yet, he had rescued her. When he’d tackled her to the ground she’d been in a blind panic. When they’d fallen through the sand, he’d somehow twisted them around and had taken the brunt of the fall.
If he wanted to harm her, she wouldn’t be sobbing her heart out in the circle of his arms while he did his best to comfort her.
In fact, his arms banded about her, as though he didn’t want to give her up as he activated some sort of screen attached to one of his wrists. He touched the screen and it lit with flashing lights and schematic drawings she couldn’t decipher. He tapped out a sequence of little squiggles, his body tense beneath her, and they waited for what she knew not. Only that after a few minutes his shoulders slumped.
He murmured something in her ear before standing and then lifting her to her feet. The top of her head only came to his shoulder and when she turned towards him, she got an eyeful of firm pec and a clear definition of washboard abs his tight black suit did nothing to hide.
Nor did she want it to, if she was being honest with herself. The view was magnificent and she needed a diversion.
Her hand rose, almost of its own accord, to splay over his chest. His body heat radiated into her skin and the beat of his heart vibrated into the palm of her hand, a steady thump, thump that was hypnotic. She swayed towards him, unable to stop herself, her lungs filling with the heady scent of wood smoke and whiskey. Never before had she noticed the scent of any man. 
Her gaze drew up the long column of his torso, and over his sharp jawline with a trace of golden stubble, to fall into his piercing gilt eyes that stared straight down at her. She jerked away, mortified at being found out, when his hand clasped over hers, trapping it against his chest. Her stomach tumbled and something fluttery beat inside her chest.
He uttered a word, his voice a deep vibration, and a frown marred his brow. The lack of communication seemed to disturb him as much as it did her.
He gave her hand a squeeze and then let it go, dropping it to her side. He did something to that screen-thing and spoke another word to her.
“I’m sorry. I don’t understand. I wish I could. I have so many questions I want to ask you, but…” Her words trailed off. There was no use talking if he couldn’t understand her.
His brows lifted and he gestured, expectation evident on his face. He indicated the tiny screen.
“You want me to keep talking?” she asked.
He pointed to the device, a stream of unidentifiable words passing through those luscious lips. 
“Okay. I’m not sure what you want me to say, but boy, am I glad you came when you did. I don’t know what those crocodile things were going to do to me, but it wasn’t going to be good, that much I can tell you,” she said.
He glanced about and as he did, she tracked where his attention wandered. First to the inaccessible hole that was at least twenty metres over their heads right in the centre of the ceiling then to the walls she could barely see in the darkness. Her words wandered away.
He turned back to her, gesturing once more. He wanted her to keep talking for some reason. At least the sound of her own voice was a little comforting and if it meant he could find a way out of here, then she would talk until she was exhausted.
“I don’t even know where they came from. I was in the middle of a photo shoot. That’s what I do for a job. I photograph things so that people can advertise the place and convince others to go there for their holiday. I wish I had my camera now. There’s no way anyone from home is going to believe me, that’s for sure. You’re going to be able to get me back home…aren’t you?”
Suddenly she wasn’t so sure. It seemed there was no way out of wherever they were, let alone back to another planet. This wasn’t Earth. She’d trekked to every corner and not seen anything like the wasteland above. 
She didn’t even know where Earth might be. As far as she knew, other planets in the solar system couldn’t sustain life, and she could breathe. That meant wherever they were had an atmosphere like Earth’s.
He walked towards the cave wall, tapping on the device on his wrist. It was clear he struggled with something to do with it. He uttered a frustrated sigh when his fiddling didn’t produce the results he wanted. She followed after him. What else was she going to do? Stand by herself in the darkness? He was protection and she would take anything she could get right now. 
He tapped the rock wall which ran at almost a sheer angle to the ceiling above. She spoke, needing something to do rather than succumb to the thick terror that was oozing back inside.
“Are we on Earth? If I can breathe the air, then logically I think that we are, but I didn’t recognise any of the landscape up there. And the sky. I’ve never seen it that colour before. It’s kind of creepy in a Stanley Kubrik type of way. Anything that came out of that mind was a bit warped, not that I want to speak ill of the dead. He was a genius.”
She followed him around the perimeter, her feet sinking into sand that butted right up against the rock wall. She shivered in the cool air. Her mouth was dry, and the wound on her arm throbbed in time with her heartbeat. She was beginning to feel a little lightheaded, a sign of dehydration and probably blood loss, but it didn’t look as though there was any water nearby. Just miles and miles of sand, it seemed. She still had some between her teeth.
“I’m glad you came, though. I have to thank you. For saving me. I don’t know if I would have survived if you didn’t. You’re some kind of rescuer, aren’t you? All golden skin and muscles upon muscles. Maybe I did die. Maybe you’re kind of an angel…” 
She worried her lip between her teeth as she studied him. Her gaze dropped to his muscular, toned behind. “You know you could bounce a golf ball off those glutes. I wonder if they’re as tight as they look.” 
A shiver worked through her system at the delectable thought. He moved towards a particularly dark patch in the wall. 
“You do remind me of a god, you know. One of those old Roman ones. Or maybe an angel without wings. If you are, that means I did die. And if I’m dead, maybe that means I can do whatever I want to do and there won’t be any repercussions. Like strip you naked and run my tongue all over your body. I bet you taste as good as you look, not that that suit leaves much to the imagination. Not that I mind. No, siree, I don’t mind at all.”
His device beeped and a stream of words filtered from it in his language. She had no idea what it said. Hopefully it was contact from his people and they were coming to get them out of there. She didn’t want to be here any longer than she had to.
His gaze came to hers. Something sharpened in the depths of his eyes. Awareness. Heat. With a low growl, he came towards her, catching her in his arms. One arm banded about her back, while the other ploughed through her hair and his lips crashed to hers, caressing. Demanding.
A groan pulled from her chest as his tongue lapped at the seam of her lips. She parted for him and his tongue swept into her mouth with a commanding thrust. His lips moved over hers, dominant and assured, and all she could do was respond. 
Good god, this alien man could kiss.
Heat swamped her veins and her body flared cold to hot in an instant. She gripped his biceps, which were so large she barely fit her fingers around them, and clung to him as he assaulted her with his mouth, his tongue, his very presence. When he pulled back, she was a boneless, panting mess. It was only his arms about her that kept her upright. 
She never knew a kiss could be quite like that.
He spoke, and she let his gravelly voice cascade through her, delighting in the sound of it. She could get used to a sound like that.
The device beeped and a male voice came from it. “Only if I can strip you naked and taste you first, female, but considering our options, a kiss will have to do.”
It took a moment for her brain to catch up with the words. Her breath stuttered as mortification made beads of perspiration break over her upper lip. 
“How…what….you…can understand me?”
The device translated and his mouth quirked. 
He growled back. “My wrist comm has decoded your language, yes. And let me just say I’m glad I can now understand you. If you taste as good as you look, female, then I am happy that we have come to the same understanding.”




Chapter 8
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  “What…I…” The female’s face shaded an enticing shade of pink. 
The kiss had been devastating. Xzion shouldn’t have kissed her at all, and yet when he’d finally heard her words, all good sense had flown as his mind filled with the need to taste her. Understanding her made him want to know her more, to hear her thoughts, ask for her opinion, and check how she felt.
She pushed away, or she tried to. Her flattened palms pressing against his chest were completely ineffectual. He released her biceps, taking care to ease her down slowly so she wouldn’t fall and hurt herself.
He’d meant what he’d said about kissing all over her body, but he also knew she spoke like that because she’d thought he couldn’t understand her. That he tempted her as much as she tempted him did nothing to halt the raging storm of need that was building within his body. If he didn’t find a way out of his cave, or if the Interspecies Council didn’t find them soon, he was afraid his raging libido might get the better of him. Personally, he was up for the challenge. Professionally, he would be ruined. He was here to help this female, to rescue her. Not become a victim of his cock, and the rest of his body it seemed, that had chosen a most inopportune time to become interested.
“I didn’t mean what I said,” she said. Her hands clenched and unclenched at her thighs, her lips swollen and wet with their kiss. A kiss he would happily begin again if not for their predicament.
He saw the lie on her face that she didn’t manage to cover. She was so expressive he couldn’t help himself. 
“Is that so?’ he asked.
“You asked me to talk and so I did. If I knew why you wanted me to talk I would have merely spoken about the weather,” she said.
“And how would I ask you to talk, let alone direct you what to speak about, when we both speak different languages?” he said, after her words had filtered through his wrist comm.
“You could have pointed up there.” She jabbed a finger towards the untouchable hole they’d fallen though.
“Then you might have thought I had asked you to talk about how you made us fall through a fake ceiling, trapping us in this cave,” he said.
“I did no such thing.” The female grew pinker and all he wanted to do was kiss her stupid because of it.
“I can assure you that you did. If you hadn’t run after I rescued you, we would be safely topside and I could send a signal for pickup. Something within the rock seems to be stopping my ability to send a signal for help.” 
Didn’t this female know he had risked life and limb, not to mention his Star Jet, to rescue her?
“I don’t even know where we are. Did you rescue me? It seems as though I’m in as much trouble as before. If not more,” she said, glancing around the dim cave. 
Maybe he shouldn’t have set his wrist comm to decipher her language. “That’s not true. I haven’t strapped you to a table for purposes unknown. In fact, I think you’re in a much safer situation than you were clicks ago having your blood drained.”
He knew he’d gone too far when she recoiled. His first reaction was to reach for her, but she stepped back and hugged her small waist, looking at him through wide, scared eyes. Regret tasted like ash on his tongue. Drek. How could he be so unfeeling? 
The gash on her arm looked red and angry. She was confused, most probably tired and in pain, and he was acting like a belligerent idiot. What was worse, he couldn’t offer her any comforts stuck in this cave.
His wrist comm beeped. He hoped it was a signal from the Council coming into range. Instead, the habitat seeker had initiated and had indicated a liveable receptacle not far from where they stood. Looking about the grim cave, he wondered if the device was malfunctioning. 
Having nothing better do to than putting his foot in his mouth again, he took her hand. “Come. My wrist comm has indicated a more suitable location.”
They came upon a narrow gap on the rocky wall of the cave, and the light on his wrist comm flashed a direction. “We have to go through here.”
“Are you sure?”
She peered around him at the gap that was no more than a slit in the rockface. If he hadn’t received the signal, he would have missed the fissure in the rockface in the gloom. She looked hesitant. Her gaze flicked to his, wary and uncertain.
“Trust me.”
He found himself holding his breath for her answer. 
Her expression firmed and she dropped her head. “Okay. Not like I have a lot of choice at the moment.”
It wasn’t a clear affirmative, but she acquiesced nonetheless. He would take that. She would see. He wouldn’t lead her into danger. She was alone and confused. He would show he could be trustworthy and protect her.
He eased through the crack. It was so narrow the stones snagged on his flight suit. The material was too durable to tear, but it would leave marks, he was sure. The rock pressed against his back and chest and he had to sidestep to proceed through the narrow opening.
The female’s hand tightened around his as she followed. Her trust in him, despite the traumatic experience she had suffered, humbled him. For the first time, the needs of the military weren’t above his own, thanks to this female he’d barely spoken to.
But he had kissed her. His body had turned hard for her. His cock had wanted to seek her warm core and bury itself there forever. She’d even challenged him, as distressed and as diminutive as she was. What she lacked in stature, she made up for in bravado and damned if that didn’t make his cock hard just thinking about it. Not a good thing to happen as he squeezed through rough, unforgiving rock.
Her hand tensed against his and she stopped dead. “I can’t do this.” She sounded so fatigued.
There was no room to even turn his head the gap was so narrow, and to go back meant she would have to retrace her steps and he wasn’t sure she would be able to do that. 
“You can, female. You can do this. My wrist comm wouldn’t have suggested this route unless we could make it through.”
There was a pause, and her breath stuttered in and out of her lungs.
“Mia.”
“What is that, female?”
“My name is Mia. Not female.” 
He smiled at the steel in her voice.
“You’ve come this far, Mia. Only a few short steps more and then we’ll be safe.” 
Or so he hoped. The guidance system in his wrist comm had never let him down before, but now he had a female to look after. There must be no mistake.
“Are you sure?” she asked.
He tightened his grip. “Yes, I am sure. We’ll get through and then you can rest.”
She hesitated
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