
  [image: ]


  More Great Titles from Batsford


  Founded in 1843, Batsford is an imprint with an illustrious heritage that has built a tradition of excellence over the last 168 years. Batsford has developed an enviable reputation in the areas of fashion and design, embroidery and textiles, chess, heritage, horticulture and architecture.


  tap on the titles below to read more


  [image: ] [image: ] [image: ]


  


  [image: ] @Batsford_Books


  [image: ] www.batsford.com


  [image: ]


  
    First published in the United Kingdom in 2006 by


    Batsford

    10 Southcombe Street

    London

    W14 0RA
@Batsford_Books


    An imprint of Anova Books Company Ltd


    Copyright © B T Batsford 2006


    Text copyright © Amatzia Avni


    The moral right of the author has been asserted.


    All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner.


    First eBook publication 2014

    ISBN9781849941822


    Also available in Paperback

    ISBN 9780713490046


    This book can be ordered direct from the publisher at

    www.anovabooks.com, or tryyour local bookshop

  


  Contents


  Acknowledgements


  Introduction


  Part 1: The Nature of ‘Devious Chess’


  Chapter One: Virgin Soil


  Chapter Two: Raising the Tension


  Hanging Pieces


  Unstable Pieces


  Mutual Races


  Chapter Three: Coffeehouse Chess


  Chapter Four: Not So Elementary, My Dear Watson


  Not Your First Choice


  Routine Moves, Vicious Intentions


  You Cannot Be Serious


  Is This Move Really Possible?


  Chapter Five: Peculiar Moves


  One Move Gains Two Pieces


  Long, Long Moves


  And then, in the Midst of the Storm, the King Moves


  The Pawn Wedge


  Blocking Escape Routes


  Into the Lion’s Den


  Capturing the Weaker Piece


  Part 2: Principled Issues Concerning ‘Devious Chess’


  Chapter Six: Twists and Turns


  Chapter Seven: The Trap vs. Blunder Dilemma


  Chapter Eight: Methods of Conducting ‘Devious Chess’


  Setting Fire in the Desert


  Confusing the Issue


  Provocation


  Entering Incalculable Complications


  Opportunism


  Striving for Imbalance


  Desperados


  Chapter Nine: Confronting ‘Devious Chess’


  Preventing


  Ignoring


  Simplifying


  Refuting


  Part 3: Illustrative Games


  Part 4: Assessment and Practical Tips


  Chapter Ten: Evaluating ‘Devious Chess’


  Chapter Eleven: Becoming an Unconventional Player


  Solutions to Puzzles


  References


  Acknowledgements


  As usual, my old friend Raaphy Persitz was of immense help, making the text clearer and more reader-friendly. GM Alon Greenfeld assisted in solving the mystery of some tricky and complicated positions. I extend my gratitude to both of them.


  The book is dedicated with love to my wife and children—Naama, Yuval, Ohad and Yael.


  Introduction


  We live in an age where many people are bored with their lives and are looking for change. Some desire to live in another country; others yearn to change their workplace; there are those who would gladly adopt another family or be adopted by one. A poem by the Israeli Yona Wallach expresses the hope that there might exist another kind of sex…


  In short, people are averse to routine and search feverishly elsewhere, towards anything or anyone who will inject some excitement into their world.


  I wonder: Is there a ‘different’ kind of chess?


  The game of kings has been deeply explored, in each of its phases, for centuries. In the last two decades, computer software has unravelled many of its secrets.


  The vast majority of modern games follow well-trodden paths. In a sense, they are all variations on a theme: fresh nuances, intriguing subtleties… but basically, leafing through chess journals, a seasoned player is likely to observe repeated, familiar patterns.


  The game below is a typical sample of such a performance.


  Nikolaidis – Marciano

  NAO chess club championship, France 2004


  1 d4 [image: ]f6 2 c4 e6 3 [image: ]f3 d5 4 [image: ]g5 [image: ]e7 5 e3 0-0 6 [image: ]c3 h6 7 [image: ]h4 [image: ]e4 8 [image: ]xe7 [image: ]xe7 9 [image: ]c1 [image: ]xc3 10 [image: ]xc3 c6 11 [image: ]b3 [image: ]d7 12 [image: ]a3 [image: ]xa3 13 [image: ]xa3 [image: ]d8 14 c5 [image: ]e8 15 b4 e5 16 [image: ]e2 exd4 17 [image: ]xd4 [image: ]f8 18 [image: ]d2 [image: ]e6 19 [image: ]d3 [image: ]d7 20 [image: ]c1 [image: ]f8 21 [image: ]b3 [image: ]xd4 22 exd4 b5


  [image: ]


  23 [image: ]a3 a5 24 [image: ]xa5 [image: ]xa5 25 bxa5 [image: ]a8 26 a4 bxa4 27 a6 [image: ]c8 28 [image: ]a1 [image: ]xa6 29 [image: ]xa4 [image: ]b7 30 [image: ]xa8+ [image: ]xa8 31 [image: ]a6


  [image: ]


  31…[image: ]e7 32 [image: ]e3 [image: ]f6 33 h4 [image: ]f5 34 [image: ]c8+ [image: ]g6 35 [image: ]f4 [image: ]f6 36 h5 [image: ]e7 37 [image: ]f5 [image: ]d8 38 [image: ]a6 [image: ]c7 39 [image: ]e5 [image: ]d7 40 g4 [image: ]e7 41 [image: ]f5 f6 42 [image: ]c8 [image: ]f7 43 f3 [image: ]e7 44 [image: ]g6 [image: ]f8 45 f4 [image: ]g8 46 g5 hxg5 47 fxg5 fxg5 48 [image: ]xg5 [image: ]f8 49 [image: ]g6 [image: ]g8 50 h6 gxh6 51 [image: ]xh6 [image: ]f7 52 [image: ]g5 [image: ]e7 53 [image: ]f5 [image: ]d8 54 [image: ]a6 [image: ]e7 55 [image: ]e5 [image: ]d7 56 [image: ]f6 [image: ]d8 57 [image: ]e6 [image: ]c7 58 [image: ]e7 [image: ]b8 59 [image: ]d7 [image: ]a7 60 [image: ]c8 [image: ]b8 61 [image: ]d8 [image: ]a7 62 [image: ]c7 [image: ]b7 63 [image: ]d7 [image: ]a6 1-0


  A clear-cut, convincing example of positional strangulation. Without detracting from White’s fine technique, one must acknowledge that the whole game revolves around well-known motifs. 7…[image: ]e4 is a familiar freeing device, exchanging pieces to simplify the position. Soon afterwards White commences a minority attack on the queenside. He gains space and tries to create a passed pawn. The pawn structure guarantees White the better endgame and when, following 31 [image: ]a6, the black bishop is incarcerated on a8, the end is near.


  Thereafter White infiltrates his opponent’s formation with his king, using zugzwang. When Black’s stalemate trick fails, he throws in the towel.


  If the previous game was of a distinctive strategic type, tactical battles also rest heavily upon familiar themes.


  Naiditsch – Zeller

  German championship 2002


  1 e4 c5 2 [image: ]f3 e6 3 d4 cxd4 4 [image: ]xd4 a6 5 [image: ]d3 [image: ]c5 6 [image: ]b3 [image: ]e7 7 0-0 d6 8 c4 [image: ]f6 9 [image: ]c3 b6 10 f4 [image: ]bd7 11 [image: ]f3 [image: ]b7 12 [image: ]h1 [image: ]c7 13 [image: ]d2 h5 14 [image: ]h3 [image: ]g4 15 [image: ]ac1 [image: ]df6 16 f5 [image: ]d7 17 [image: ]d4 [image: ]c8 18 b3 [image: ]d8 19 fxe6 fxe6 20 [image: ]d5! 0-0


  Accepting the gift with 20…exd5 21 exd5 0-0 22 [image: ]f5 is unappetizing.


  21 [image: ]xf6+ [image: ]xf6 22 [image: ]xh5 [image: ]e5 23 [image: ]b1 [image: ]c5 24 [image: ]h3 [image: ]c8 25 [image: ]e2 b5 26 [image: ]e3 [image: ]c6 27 [image: ]f4 bxc4?


  [image: ]


  28 [image: ]g6!! [image: ]xg6 29 e5 [image: ]xe5 30 [image: ]h7+ [image: ]f7 31 [image: ]xf6+ [image: ]xf6 32 [image: ]f1+ [image: ]e7 33 [image: ]xg7+ [image: ]f7 34 [image: ]xf7+! [image: ]xf7 35 [image: ]g5+ [image: ]e8 36 [image: ]g8+ 1-0


  A bright attacking tussle, but again there is nothing new under the sun. The advance f2-f4-f5 is designed to open an important file; the [image: ]d5 positional sacrifice in the Sicilian has been played in many similar positions; 28 [image: ]g6 demonstrates deflection of a blockader; once the [image: ]e5 is out of the way, White opens a critical diagonal (29 e5!). The two exchange sacrifices demolish the defenders and pave the way for the queen to complete the task against the bare monarch.


  The present work focuses on a different kind of chess. In the absence of a commonly accepted terminology, we’ll describe it as ‘devious chess’ or ‘unconventional chess’. By these expressions – which we shall use interchangeably – we have in mind a kind of play that contains several characteristics from the following list:


  [image: ] sailing in uncharted waters


  [image: ] lacking familiar

  anchors and stratagems


  [image: ] complex


  [image: ] risky


  [image: ] opportunistic


  [image: ] impudent


  [image: ] not obvious


  [image: ] double-edged


  [image: ] materially unbalanced


  [image: ] sometimes unsound


  Aside from the pleasure and excitement ‘devious chess’ imparts to its adherent, it is a source of trouble for the opponent and quite tough to fight against. Even software programs, when confronted on uncharted territory, drop in their playing strength; let alone human beings, who frequently lose their equanimity when thrown into alien surroundings.


  Going through the following game, readers will immediately feel that it is different, in a fundamental way, from the chess they are accustomed to.


  Sorokin – Riumin

  Soviet championship, Moscow 1931


  1 d4 [image: ]f6 2 [image: ]f3 e6 3 e3 c5 4 [image: ]d3 [image: ]c6 5 c3 [image: ]c7 6 [image: ]bd2 b6 7 [image: ]e2 cxd4 8 exd4 [image: ]d5 9 g3 [image: ]e7 10 [image: ]c4 [image: ]b7 11 0-0 h5


  Until now the game has developed along ‘normal’ channels. With his last move Black makes a bold attempt to initiate a direct attack.


  12 [image: ]e4 [image: ]f6 13 [image: ]f4 d6 14 [image: ]g5


  Black is not the only side with evil intentions; 15 [image: ]g6 and 15 d5 are now potential white threats.


  14…[image: ]xe4 15 [image: ]xe4 0-0-0 16 a4 g5?!


  16…e5 is natural and good, but Black has other ideas.


  17 [image: ]xg5 e5 18 dxe5 [image: ]xe5 19 [image: ]xe5 dxe5 20 [image: ]xf7 [image: ]c6


  It appears as if Black has conjured up a dangerous initiative. However, White can parry this burst of action and retain his material advantage.


  21 f3 [image: ]c5+ 22 [image: ]g2 h4


  22…e4 23 fxe4 (23 f4 e3+ 24 [image: ]f3 h4 is less clear) [image: ]xe4+ 24 [image: ]xe4 [image: ]xe4+ 25 [image: ]h3 is insufficient.


  23 [image: ]xd8 h3+ 24 [image: ]h1 [image: ]xd8


  Black needs only one more move – 25…e4! – to gain success; but it is White’s turn.


  25 b4


  [image: ]


  25…e4


  As 25…[image: ]e7 26 [image: ]xe5 is tantamount to capitulation, Black abandons material considerations in search of some practical chances.


  26 bxc5 [image: ]xc5


  If 26…exf3 27 [image: ]f2 [image: ]xc5? 28 [image: ]xc5+ and there is no time for 28…f2+.


  After the text move, a very peculiar situation arises. A rook ahead, it seems that any sensible move wins for White. As a matter of fact – while he does have several promising lines at his disposal on each turn – White must also take certain care. It is not as simple as it looks.


  27 [image: ]d2


  The pin in the variation 27 fxe4 [image: ]e8 28 [image: ]f4 is easier to handle than the line which occurs now.


  27…exf3 28 [image: ]xf3 [image: ]f8


  Threatening 28…[image: ]f5(h5).


  29 [image: ]f2


  Now what? Black’s resources seem to have dried up.


  29…a5


  Incredible. Black creates a haven for his king on a7, ostensibly giving White a free hand in converting his huge material superiority.


  30 [image: ]d1?! [image: ]b8


  [image: ]


  Let us imagine what is going on in White’s mind: he knows that his position is winning; he is frustrated by his opponent dragging on the game. Yet a clear-cut victory is not to hand. An eventual [image: ]h1-g1 would only transform one pin into another.


  31 [image: ]e1 [image: ]a7 32 [image: ]e3 [image: ]e8!


  Inviting 33 [image: ]xc5 [image: ]xe1+ or 33 [image: ]xe8 [image: ]xf2 which both lose for White.


  33 [image: ]d2 [image: ]d8 34 [image: ]e2 [image: ]d3!


  Tricks, tricks, and more tricks. How should White disentangle?


  35 c4 [image: ]d4!


  Politely rejecting 35…[image: ]xf2? 36 [image: ]xf2 [image: ]xf3, which regains some material but transposes into a lost ending.


  36 [image: ]f1 [image: ]c6 37 [image: ]e7+


  “Even at this point White had excellent chances – by pushing his g-pawn” – Soltis. 1 One sample variation supporting this assessment is 37 g4 [image: ]xf3!? 38 [image: ]xf3 [image: ]f4 39 [image: ]xh3 [image: ]xf3+ 40 [image: ]g1 [image: ]d4+ 41 [image: ]f1, when White comes out on top.


  37…[image: ]b8 38 [image: ]e8+ [image: ]a7 39 [image: ]e7+ [image: ]b8


  Black had indulged in all sort of tactical traps; then, with some apparently passive moves (29…a5, 30…[image: ]b8, 36…[image: ]c6) he dared White to make headway. Poor Sorokin finds himself in an unenviable state and at the end he cracks under the pressure.


  [image: ]


  40 g4?


  This is definitely the wrong time for this push.


  40…[image: ]xf3! 41 [image: ]e8+


  41 [image: ]xf3 [image: ]xf3+ 42 [image: ]xf3 [image: ]a1+ mating.


  41…[image: ]a7 42 [image: ]e7+ [image: ]a6 43 c5+ [image: ]d3+ 44 [image: ]g1 [image: ]xg4+ 45 [image: ]g2 [image: ]xg2+ 46 [image: ]xg2 hxg2 0-1


  * * * *


  The Sorokin – Riumin game is an apt illustration of ‘devious chess’; a concept that we are going to develop and explore in the ensuing chapters.


  My first ever book, Creative Chess (Cadogan 1991, 1997), was about new ideas, concentrating on innovative and original play. Devious Chess is a natural sequel: similarly advocating stepping aside from the main road, it is focused on a different approach, a change of attitude.


  We invite you to join us on a journey to a fascinating, out-of-the-ordinary type of game. Readers will be enriched; hopefully some of them will dare to give this form of play a try themselves!


  Part One: The Nature of ‘Devious Chess’


  The following chapters demonstrate the various aspects of ‘devious chess’. In order to flourish, it needs unexplored territory so that a player will be able to shun familiar rules, structures and stratagems. The opening chapter presents a sample of such surroundings.


  Next we are introduced to the complexity side of this ‘different’ type of chess. Chapter 2 exhibits some extraordinary positions where tension reaches enormous heights; a lot of pieces hang and the number of plausible alternatives increases beyond human capabilities.


  ‘Devious’ chess is not always sound. The style of ‘coffeehouse chess’ is the topic of chapter 3. It affords a lot of fun and good practical chances, even if ‘Fritz’ frowns.


  Chapter 4 discusses surprising, shrewd and non-obvious aspects of unconventional chess.


  To conclude this part, in chapter 5 the reader is acquainted with special moves which are more common in ‘devious chess’ than in an ordinary, conventional game. Some of these moves are deceptive in appearance; others are noteworthy for their destructive effect.


  Chapter One: Virgin Soil


  A prominent characteristic of ‘devious chess’ is to seek new, hitherto unexplored lands. Avoiding well-trodden paths from the very first moves often leads to juicy, freakish positions. There are more chances of finding (chess) life in far-away uninhabited jungles than in nearby metropolitan environments.


  K. Grigorian – Gulko

  USSR 1975


  1 d4 [image: ]f6 2 c4 e6 3 [image: ]c3 [image: ]b4 4 [image: ]c2 d5 5 a3 [image: ]xc3+ 6 [image: ]xc3 [image: ]e4 7 [image: ]c2 c5 8 dxc5 [image: ]c6 9 cxd5 exd5 10 [image: ]f3 [image: ]f5 11 b4 0-0


  Rejecting the dangerous invitation to enter the line 11…[image: ]g3 12 [image: ]b2 [image: ]xh1 13 [image: ]xg7.


  12 [image: ]b2 b6


  Again, 12…[image: ]g3 13 [image: ]c3 d4 14 [image: ]xd4 [image: ]xd4 15 fxg3 is in White’s favour.


  13 b5 bxc5 14 bxc6 [image: ]a5+ 15 [image: ]d2 [image: ]ab8 16 [image: ]d1 d4 17 c7 [image: ]xc7 18 [image: ]xe4


  18 [image: ]xd4!


  18…[image: ]xe4 19 [image: ]d2 [image: ]fe8


  In return for the sacrificed piece, Black has achieved a dominating position. White tries to extricate himself by returning material.


  20 h4 [image: ]b6 21 [image: ]h3 [image: ]b7 22 [image: ]xd4 cxd4 23 [image: ]xd4 [image: ]c2


  [image: ]


  24 [image: ]e3 [image: ]f8 25 [image: ]a1 [image: ]b1+ 26 [image: ]d2 [image: ]g6 27 h5 [image: ]xh5 28 [image: ]e5 [image: ]g6 29 [image: ]c5 [image: ]b8 30 [image: ]c1 [image: ]b3 31 [image: ]e1


  This ‘normal’ position has been reached through the strangest of means: notice …[image: ]f8-e8-f8, [image: ]a1-d1-a1, [image: ]e1-d2-e1.


  31…[image: ]e7 32 [image: ]c5 [image: ]xc5 33 [image: ]xc5 [image: ]b1+ 34 [image: ]c1 [image: ]xa1 35 [image: ]xa1


  Glancing at this peaceful position, it is hard to believe that [image: ]a1 is in fact White’s king’s rook, arriving at its destination via h3-e3-e5-c5-c1!


  35…[image: ]f8 36 [image: ]d2 [image: ]b3 37 g4 [image: ]e7 38 [image: ]g2 [image: ]d6 39 f4 f6 40 a4 a5 41 [image: ]c1 [image: ]b2+ 42 [image: ]e3 [image: ]c2 43 [image: ]h1 [image: ]xa4 44 [image: ]xh7 [image: ]d1 45 [image: ]f3 a4 46 [image: ]xg7 a3 47 [image: ]a7 a2 48 [image: ]d4 ½-½


  Miles – Vaisser

  Olympiad, Elista 1998


  1 d4 e6 2 [image: ]f3 f5 3 d5!? exd5 4 [image: ]xd5 d6 5 [image: ]g5 [image: ]e7 6 [image: ]xh7


  Winning a pawn at the cost of a lag in development.


  6…c6 7 [image: ]b3 [image: ]xh7


  If 7…[image: ]e6 then 8 [image: ]g3, when 8…[image: ]xh7 is countered by 9 [image: ]g6+.


  8 [image: ]xg8 [image: ]h4 9 [image: ]b3 [image: ]a6 10 [image: ]e3 [image: ]e4 11 [image: ]d2 [image: ]b4 12 [image: ]d1


  This is the queen’s seventh move within the first 12 moves. 12 [image: ]c3? fails to 12…[image: ]d4.


  [image: ]


  12…[image: ]d4 13 [image: ]d2 f4 14 a3


  Black was threatening 14…[image: ]f5. 14 c3 is of course a gross blunder, allowing mate in one.


  14…[image: ]d5 15 c3 [image: ]e3! 16 fxe3 [image: ]h4+ 17 g3 fxg3 18 [image: ]g2 gxh2+


  18…[image: ]h3 is tempting but 19 cxd4 [image: ]xg2 20 [image: ]f3! [image: ]xf3 21 exf3 g2+ 22 [image: ]e2 gxh1=[image: ] 23 [image: ]xh1 cedes White an extra pawn (Miles).


  19 [image: ]f1 [image: ]f6+ 20 [image: ]e1 [image: ]h4+ 21 [image: ]f1 ½-½


  Borisenko – Dorfman

  USSR 1975


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 dxc4 3 [image: ]f3 [image: ]d7 4 [image: ]bd2 b5 5 b3?! c3 6 [image: ]b1 b4 7 a3 c5 8 dxc5 [image: ]xc5 9 [image: ]c2 [image: ]e6 10 e3 a5


  Not 10…[image: ]([image: ])xb3? 11 [image: ]b5+.


  11 [image: ]b5+ [image: ]d7 12 [image: ]xd7+ [image: ]xd7 13 axb4 [image: ]d3+ 14 [image: ]f1 [image: ]xb4 15 [image: ]xc3 [image: ]c8 16 [image: ]d2 [image: ]d3+! 17 [image: ]g1


  17 [image: ]xd3? [image: ]xc1+.


  17…[image: ]xb3


  [image: ]


  Total underdevelopment.


  18 [image: ]d4 [image: ]d3 19 [image: ]xd3 [image: ]xd3 20 [image: ]d2 [image: ]f6 21 f3 e5 22 [image: ]b3 [image: ]b4


  22…a4 is even better, as 23 [image: ]xa4? loses to 23…[image: ]b8.


  23 [image: ]f1 0-0 24 [image: ]e2 [image: ]fd8 25 [image: ]xa5


  White regains his pawn, but his position lacks harmony and soon collapses against Black’s organized army.


  25…e4 26 [image: ]b3 [image: ]xd2 27 [image: ]1xd2 [image: ]d5 28 [image: ]xe4 [image: ]c2+ 29 [image: ]bd2


  29 [image: ]xd3? [image: ]b4 mate. 29 [image: ]ed2 is considerably more stubborn.


  29…f5 30 [image: ]g3


  Another possibility is 30 [image: ]xd3 [image: ]b4++ 31 [image: ]e2 fxe4 32 [image: ]hd1 exf3+ 33 gxf3 [image: ]a2!.


  30…[image: ]c3+ 31 [image: ]f1 [image: ]xd2 0-1


  Charlov – Voulin

  St. Petersburg 1998


  1 e4 c5 2 [image: ]c3 [image: ]c6 3 [image: ]f3 [image: ]d4 4 [image: ]c4 [image: ]xf3+ 5 gxf3 a6 6 d4 b5 7 [image: ]d5 [image: ]a7 8 [image: ]f4


  White appears to be active: 6…b5 looks
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