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This first edition of the Phantom Ant Reader contains incomplete chapters from World War Weed: Plant Life and Framed & Hunted: A True Story of Occult Persecution. It is presented as a promotional vehicle for the two books and the publishing company from which they came.
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World War Weed and Framed & Hunted are sibling books.

Between 2010 and 2015 the author, Edward Williams, traveled much of the cannabis world to document the pertinent social, political and economic issues faced by individuals, communities and nations as a result of their domestic drug laws, presented in the wider context of the US-led international 'War Against Drugs'. His work was published as feature articles in the legendary cannabis industry magazine Soft Secrets UK. Several of his articles were also translated for the Spanish edition of the same title.

World War Weed: Plant Life contains revised and expanded versions of those articles along with loads of previously unpublished work.

The book should have been released mid-2015, and then become the platform from which Phantom Ant Publishing would be launched. A major incident in the author's life unfortunately meant it got delayed until 2017, by then its time as a fresh, new book had passed. It was still a valid piece of work, but now more a snapshot in time instead of a brand new book. Launching a publishing company on the back of a three year old book was never going to work either so enthusiasm for the whole project was sadly lacking.

Then, immediately after publishing the book in 2017 the author was hit hard in a Satanic drugging and home invasion that left him fighting for his health and sanity. Life became all about survival.

Five brutal years later he knew he had to get his story out to the world - the background story of World War Weed. The story about how and why he found himself embarking on such an adventure in the first place, the story of what was going on around him and why certain future events transpired the way they did. This is where Framed & Hunted comes in.

Framed & Hunted was written to let certain people know the context of Ed's actions on December 19th 2014 and the dangers that were gaining power around those concerned. Its a book about occult persecution – inversion, deception, manipulation, sexual and emotional abuse and plenty more. It travels to parts of the world few dare tread, deals with controversial topics most authors shy away from and it is sure to challenge the sensibilities and perceptions of those who read it.

Its initial release sparked something of a gang war. People on both sides lost lives and loved ones. Its release has then not been without severe consequences. It has, however, been independently verified and proven as truth, which is why it stands. Not the whole truth, obviously. That would require several thousand pages and a flawless recollection of every little incident, encounter and conversation over a fifteen year period across five continents. Nobody alive is capable of such a feat. It does, though, contain ample information to give the reader a comprehensive briefing of the context, characters and events of this particular strand of our collective reality. Its also an absolute belter of a story that can empower, inspire, inform and motivate others, which is why its been given a public release.
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World War Weed

Plant Life

by

The Professor

Introduction

Stuck in Bangkok, depressed, frazzled and having just bailed out on an attempt to integrate myself into the 'honest' world of work, I was at a loss for what to do with life. The idea of selling my time on this earth for a paltry wage or salary had never appealed, but what else could I do? I'd given up smoking weed for the six short weeks of my teaching career, a decision which had, more than likely, contributed to my feelings of uninspired redundancy. Being an English teacher was cool, it had been great to immerse myself in the analysis and education of my native tongue and teaching the students was fun but working conditions were awful and I seemed to be spending vast chunks of time stuck in concrete urbanity with nothing to do but breathe smog. Six weeks in, after I got settled, the boss told me to take a corporate class on the other side of the city. It involved a one hour each-way commute through Bangkok's lunchtime rush hour. Unpaid. In the middle of my busiest day. I refused. She demanded. I quit. It was time for a smoke, and a re-evaluation of life.

Writing had always appealed, ever since childhood. To read a good book is to re-perceive the world and every good book one reads evolves one's perception and understanding of everything. Just like a magic mushroom trip. Words are revolutionary, evolutionary and, when spelled correctly, they can even be magical. With a fresh degree in International Relations I was politically and discursively confident, I'd also made a point of studying and practising the art of writing a little, but I was fully aware that earning a living from the craft is hard graft and only the luckiest few get to carve their path to literary wealth and prominence. How could I stand out from the crowd? I have to write about a subject I have knowledge and experience in, it has to come from my heart, it needs to be culturally and politically relevant... Weed!

With an eighteen year habit and having already spent a good few months in Morocco's Rif Mountains, I cobbled together an academic-style essay that discussed all the variables affecting the quality of Moroccan Hashish, then emailed it to the editors of five different cannabis magazines. One got back to me, Cliff Cremer from Soft Secrets:

We'll give you four hundred Euros for it.  Where are you?  What else can you do?  Can you do me an article on dealing in Bangkok?

No worries. I spent a growing season in Laos as well, I can write that up for you if you want...

Two weeks, eight thousand words and thirteen hundred euros later, I'd pocketed enough money for a flight home and found myself with an exciting new direction in life – this guy liked what I wrote and paid enough to subsidise me travelling around the world on a weed tour. Well, the flights at least. So, where would I most like to go and probably never would if it wasn't for being able to write a story about the cannabis there? Lebanon. Nowhere else entered my mind. Red Leb was famous, the Bekaa Valley notorious and Beirut was a city that had fascinated me since childhood. Circa 2011, Syria, its neighbour, was spiralling into a very uncivil war and Lebanon itself had been without a functioning government for nearly two years. Was it now or never?

After a month in Lebanon it was back to Morocco, then over to Latin America and the Caribbean: Argentina, Bolivia, Peru, Colombia, Panama, Guatemala, Mexico, Belize and Jamaica. Then South Africa, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, through Zambia to Malawi, Mozambique and back to South Africa before heading to Indian Kashmir and the Parvati Valley*. It was the mission of a lifetime, and widely documented in Soft Secrets UK between 2010 and 2014.

Four years, eighteen countries, a few infections and plenty of undercover cops, agents, rip offs, robberies, parasites, drink spikings and stolen computers later I arrived back in the UK. The challenge now was to put all my work into one comprehensive volume detailing the social, political, financial, legal and environmental impact of the global War Against Drugs, from the perspective of cannabis and the cultures and countries which have a particularly strong relationship with the plant. The hard work was done, all it needed was a hefty revision and editing.

Still, on returning home my health deteriorated rapidly. What started as a feeling that I just needed to eat, rest and exercise properly for a few weeks quickly turned into a full blown crisis combination of a bladder infection, prostate infection, kidney cysts, gall stones and an inflamed pancreas which all took three and a half years to fully diagnose and cure. I'd also suffered at least four different amoebic stomach infections in central America and Malawi and a double tic bite in South Africa in 2012/13. That's more than enough to kill a man three times over. It didn't, so here it is, finally: Plant Life

*There are many notable exceptions in the countries listed; Canada, the USA, the whole of Europe and Uruguay are all significant regions when it comes to the production and consumption of cannabis; Soft Secrets had journalists from Canada, the USA and Europe who could write far more knowledgeably about these regions than I and Uruguay didn't sprout into international cannabis relevance until I'd traveled a lot further north, hence their absence from this work.

Moroccan Hash, Gun Battles and the Revolution

Being a major player in the international hash markets of the world has its advantages, especially for the Ketamese, but, like a few other economies of the day, the hash economy of the Rif has taken a bit of a battering over the last couple of years. Stories of army-orchestrated crop slashings, crop confiscations, and running gun battles between Riffians and the Moroccan state authorities were dominating conversations with and amongst the locals.  What on earth was going on?

Rewind to the end of 2008. With Morocco keen to join Mediterranean free trade agreements and, potentially, Euroland, they have to be seen to be responding to pressure that the EU and US apply with respect to clamping down on the pot trade.  The trouble with this is that the laws that give the Ketamese people the right to grow cannabis are royal laws as opposed to governmental laws. This means the government can't throw its weight behind any clamp down without the explicit say-so and support of the current King, Mohamed VI, but he'll be responsible for starting a separatist war in the Rif if he dishonours his predecessor's word and outlaws cannabis farming so, legally and politically, it's a bit of a sticky situation. Anyhow, in order to deal with the issue transparently and to let the Moroccan nation know what was going to happen, it was discussed live on TV in a series of debates chaired by King Mohamed VI himself. At the end of the debate it was decided that the laws of Ketama would be honoured, but the elements of the trade that were spilling out over the Ketamese borders into wider Morocco would be policed with zero tolerance.

Mustafa was a small-time farmer who lived just outside the province of Ketama in a small agricultural village. The first time we met he was well-dressed, fit, healthy, relaxed and proudly selling some of the finest
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