
[image: cover]


CHEROKEE

ASTROLOGY

Animal Medicine in the Stars

RAVEN HAIL

[image: image]



With The Awakening of The People

to the Voice of the Immortals,

and the Gathering of Eagles

at the Place of our Beginnings

comes the message of The Mountains

which shall be to all people:

Cherokee spirituality

is not just for Cherokees—

It is for

THE CHILDREN OF MOTHER EARTH!




CONTENTS

[image: image]

The Cherokee Sacred Calendar

Finding Your Own Natal Day

The Twenty Day Signs

Turtle

Whirlwind

Hearth

Dragon

Serpent

Twins

Deer

Rabbit

The River

Wolf

Raccoon

Rattlesnake Tooth

Reed

Panther

Eagle

Owl

Heron

Flint

Redbird

Flower

The Thirteen Numbers

Ephemeris

Footnotes

About the Author

About Inner Traditions

Books of Related Interest

Copyright



The Cherokee Sacred Calendar




What’s in a name? That which we call a rose

By any other name would smell as sweet…1

[image: image] That is the question posed by Romeo and Juliet, those highborn, star-crossed lovers of so long ago.

“Not so,” according to a great many people of a great many other times and places.

“Your name is everything: the essence of your being; your very heart and soul,” would be the answer given by The People. The People includes all Cherokee people, The Seven Clans—and in its largest sense, could be stretched out to include any or all people everywhere. Cherokees called themselves Aniyunwiya; translated into English this means principal people, most important people, chosen people—in other words “The People.” All other people who claim to be non-Cherokees (strangers, enemies?) were simply referred to as “the other people.”

At the Time of the Discovery of The Cherokees (1540, by DeSoto) we were a matriarchal, matrilineal people, divided into seven clans; the mother and all her children (male and female) belonged to her clan. But not the father; he was not even blood kin; he belonged to the clan of his mother. Sons and daughters were identified by their current name, followed by: whose mother is _____. One might say “I am Galagina (Buck), son of Oganunitsi (Groundhogs’ Mother).” Or “I am Galagina, whose mother is Oganunitsi.” Identification of an individual as daughter/son of the father is a custom with current patriarchal cultures.

A bit of Cherokee humor is: “We know who your mother is; who your father is, is only rumor.” The widespread “old wives’ tale” was that Grandfather Moon was the father of all children. This delightful notion is not to say that we did not know about the birds and the bees; it is comparable to today’s popular concept that the stork brings babies. Surely only the babies believe this. Some say they were borne of a cabbage leaf—personally, I was found on a lily pad.

Back in those days, the name of every newborn child was determined by the Sacred Venus Calendar of Natal Days. The Daykeeper calculated the name and passed this information on to the mother by way of a midwife. The midwife had the responsibility to see that the mother immediately called her child by name and baptized it with her own milk. This rite must be performed immediately. That is of course B.S.2 If a baby dies without a name, it will be lost forever in the ether of the cosmos.

If this sounds like a far-out fancy of The People, it is not. Many cultures of the world have similar beliefs. Some Christians of the past (and even the present) teach that an unbaptized infant goes straight to hell, and is therefore denied burial in sacred ground.

One’s Cherokee name was very sacred and equally secret. When the first U.S. census takers demanded names of Cherokee individuals, they would not reveal their secret names. Most of them had to be threatened with jail terms before they relented. A compromise was finally reached, and it operated like this: a possible English name was suggested; the Cherokee accepted it, and that was what the census taker wrote down. This resulted in a great many later Cherokee names like Boudinot, Bushyhead, Rogers, and Smith. Sometimes, through misunderstanding, a man ended up with his mother’s maiden name. Such names in the native language did not seem strange to the man; only the translator was confounded.

One’s name could be changed, whenever necessary, with proper ceremony. One example of such an occasion is when the Medicine Woman’s diagnosis is that an illness is terminal. As a last resort, the patient is given a new name and the old name dies, while the person with the new name lives on. Other cultures have similar beliefs. An Asian student informed me that her father had such an experience. He was given a limited time to live, but on receiving a new name, he lived to a ripe old age.

When a person dies, the name also dies. It is not to be spoken. To say the name would keep the spirit earthbound, and tempt it to hover over the physical world. It is right (duyugdun) to let a spirit go free, to enter The Way, to pursue its own destiny.

When the name is again given to a living entity, the taboo is lifted.

An essential part of the Cherokee Religion is the belief that every single thing in this world is an Earth-reflection of a Star. This includes not only people and animals but inanimate things such as rivers, stones, trees, and flowers.

The Lord of the Dance is the North Star (Polaris at the present time). Around the Lord of the Dance, The Heavens dance in a never-ending circle. Those who have attended the so-called Cherokee stomp dances know that the Dancers dance in a circle around The Fire. Male and female Dancers alternate all around the circle, with the female Turtle Shakers at the beginning of the line. This turns out to be a corkscrew at the big dances, with the more important persons at the head of the line and the lesser in importance on down the line, with the novices and children dancing at the very tail end—on the outside of the circle and farthest away from The Fire.

In the same manner, the Stars move around the Lord of the Dance.

Not all Cherokee Dances are in a Circle—just most of them, and particularly the Social Dances. The Ant Dance and Booger Dance, for example, follow a somewhat different pattern, but the audience sits in a circle around the performers.

There are Twelve Winds, named Hummingbird, Shrike, Lark, Quail, Sandpiper, Woodpecker, Bat, Shitepoke, Snowbird, Blackbird, Bluebird, and Purple Martin, who dance around the circle. Each Bird is represented by a Star in one of the twelve zodiacal signs along the Ecliptic. The Thirteenth Bird is the Lead Dancer—Woodcock, Agalu´ga ‘Thou Whirlwind’. His Place of Abode is Coma Berenices, the North Galactic Pole of The Universe.

The Little Dipper is an Adze of meteoric iron in the hands of the Lord of the Dance with which he shapes the destiny of Earth.

The constellation Draco is Ukte´na, Dragon, who is guardian of the North Star and Keeper of the Magic Crystal stone.

The Milky Way is Long Man, The River. On Earth he is The River of Life, and in the sky he is The River of Death, or The Path of Souls. Upon death, each Entity travels along the Milky Way and must pass Agise´gwa, the Great Mother Dog, whose Place of Abode is Sirius the dog star. At the end of the Path of Souls, one must pass Wa´hyaya´, the other Great Mother Wolf, whose Place of Abode is Antares. The Soul who cannot propitiate these two Spirits is caught in the backwash of the current’s ebb and flow.

Agise´gwa and Wa´hyaya´ fill the same roles as Anubis and Upuaut, twin Jackal Gods of the Egyptian Otherworld.

All dogs are domesticated wolves. In the very earliest myths, Sirius and Antares were the Wolf Stars. But dogs have been around for so very long that they have replaced wolves in the myths. One of the few bits of information that has been passed on to the general public in this century is that the Milky Way is “Where The Dog Ran.” The Cherokee word for a physical dog has been used. Changes like this occur over the millennia—Sirius is now known as the Dog Star and Antares is the eye of the scorpion. Day Signs of this Calendar were here before dogs.

The Northern Cross is the Tree of Life beside the Milky Way River and perched atop it is the Star Deneb, who is Guwi´sguwi, the Cherokee Heron Spirit Bird, comparable to the Egyptian Phoenix. One myth has it that a beautiful young maiden (the Heron Spirit Bird) fell from the Tree of Life in the Sky Vault, and found no place to land on the Primordial Sea. Turtle came to the surface of the water and gave her a place to land. She nested there and laid her Cosmic Egg, from which came all life on Earth.

The three Stars of the belt of Orion make up Dak´si, Turtle, who carries Turtle Island (North America) on her back. El Nitak, one of these three Stars, is the Cherokee Cosmic Egg, the Place of Emergence of each New World in the never-ending cycle of time.

On down the Milky Way River is Serpens, which is the Cherokee Spirit Serpent, Do´tsi. And:

Rainbow is the tongue

of the Celestial Serpent

flicking off the rain.3

The Big Dipper is combined with four Stars of the constellation Boötes to form the Bear (bowl of the Big Dipper) with the Seven Hunters, Ani´kana´ti, chasing it. These Hunters are the three Stars of the dipper handle: Robin, Chickadee (with a Tusti pot to cook the Bear in), and Buzzard, who means to help eat the meat after it is prepared. Then, in Boötes, there are Pigeon, Blue Jay, Owl (Arcturus), and Sparrow—who of course is the pigtail, and always gets only the crumbs.

Yona the Bear emerges from the Bear’s Den, Usta´galuni (Corona Borealis), in early spring, and the Seven Hunters follow after. This goes on year after year after year, for the Cherokees had hunted Bear as long as they could remember. Bear meat was considered a great delicacy.

The Pleiades are the Seven Boys, Anitsutsa, who would rather dance than eat. They regulate planting and harvesting. The Cherokee New Year is determined by the Pleiades, and also planting time in the spring. These Stars are sometimes referred to as the Four Hundred Boys, but since there are in reality thousands of Stars in this particular cluster, one wonders why “seven” and “four hundred” are the numbers counted. Possibly seven because it stands for “all there is, everywhere”:

These four:

East, North, West, South—

with Spirit High, Earth Low,

and the Center-of-Being, make

Seven!4

The Cherokee myth is that The People came to Earth originally from the Pleiades, specifically Alcyone, the brightest Star in the cluster. Strangely enough, some present-day astronomers have put forth the theory that Alcyone is the center of the universe, but that idea hasn’t caught on generally. When astronomy becomes more advanced, possibly everyone will agree with the Cherokees on this point.

The Pleiad Month in the Cherokee Solar Calendar is November, or more specifically, from October 23 to November 21, the time now given for the astrological sign Scorpio. (The sign changes every two thousand years or so.)

The Ball Game, which was played under the Full Moon, originated as an imitation of celestial motion, with the Ball representing the Moon.

Cherokee Noqui´si Sheena, the Demon Star that winks, is Algol. He is a frustrated lover who keeps sneaking back to Earth to look for his girlfriend.

Venus, The Great Horned Rabbit, is The Twins, one manifestation of the Dual Polarities of life: Morning Star and Evening Star. Other manifestations are The Hero Twins, Reed and Flint; Chaga´see and Chawa´see (Pollux and Castor), the Medicine Men who carried the Redbird Daughter of The Sun back from The Darkening Land in Gunesun´ee, The Wooden Box (Gemini); and The Drum and The Drumstick, brother and sister “Little People.”

Comets, Meteorites, and Novas are called “Fire Panther” because they breathe fire like the Panther, and are Omens of Disaster. A meteoric shower in 1833 was the forerunner of the Cherokee “Trail of Tears” from Tennessee to Indian Territory (Oklahoma).

Over and above all is The Goddess, Ghigau “The Red Woman,” The Sun, with Her alter ego, Fire; Her familiar animal, Panther; and Her bird, Dove.

And Her Prince Consort Brother, Grandfather Moon, with his alter ego, The River; his sons, the Two Little Red Men of Thunder; his familiar animal, Wolf; and his bird, Raven.

It was the belief that upon death, an Entity was carried up to the Sky Vault to shine there as a Star. For each person is an Earth-reflection, a Shadow, an Emanation, of a particular Star that holds a permanent place in The Heavens.

Death is equated with The Sun setting in the west; She enters the Otherworld of Night, and remains there until it is time to emerge into the light of another day.

The Cherokee Sacred Calendar is a Venus Calendar of 260 days: 20 individual Day Signs and 13 Numbers (20 × 13 = 260). The Venus year is not the time it takes Venus to orbit the Sun, which is 225 days (or so) if you are on the planet Venus and 584 days if you are on planet Earth. I use the number of days as calculated from Earth, because I don’t know anyone who lives on Venus.

Venus appears as The Morning Star for a little over 260 days and as The Evening Star for a little over 260 days. This is also the approximate gestation time of the human fetus. It is interesting to note here that everything in Nature is “approximately,” “a little over,” or “just less than.” Nothing comes out as a whole number. The time it takes for the Earth to orbit the Sun is 365.24220 days (but that’s an “or so” also).

The Moon takes anywhere from 27 to 30 days to orbit the Earth—depending on whether the time is calculated relative to Earth, the Solar System, or the Stars.

The Cherokee Solar New Year started with the heliacal setting of the Pleiades Star Cluster, but it was celebrated on the first New Moon afterward, which was sometime around November 1. The Pleiades culminates (reaches directly overhead at midnight) around the middle of November, and that was another important date; the Leonid Meteoric Shower around that time each year sets off fireworks to celebrate the New Year.

The heliacal rising of the Pleiades around May 1 each year marked the time for the planting season to begin. And the Green Corn Dance was in late July or early August, depending on when the New Moon was first sighted.

It was the business of the olde-time Cherokee Daykeeper to coordinate the Venus Calendar, the Solar Calendar, and the Lunar Calendar, and to select a fortunate Day for each New Moon Ceremony. They fudged a little sometimes; but since most presentday holidays are being observed on the nearest Friday or Monday, that seems to be the way to go.

The Twenty Day Signs are listed below. The English name of the Sign is followed by the Cherokee name written in English and in the Cherokee alphabet.

TURTLE—Dak´si—[image: image]

WHIRLWIND—Agalu´ga—[image: image]

HEARTH—O´ya—[image: image]

DRAGON—Ukte´na—[image: image]

SERPENT—Do´tsi—[image: image]

TWINS—Takato´ka—[image: image]

DEER—Ahwu´sdi—[image: image]

RABBIT—Noqui´segwa´—[image: image]

THE RIVER—Yun´wi Gunnahi´ta—[image: image]

WOLF—Kana´ti—[image: image]

RACCOON—Kvh´li—[image: image]

RATTLESNAKE TOOTH—Kanu´ga—[image: image]

REED—I´hya—[image: image]

PANTHER—Saho´ni—[image: image]

EAGLE—Uwo´hatli—[image: image]

OWL—U´guku´—[image: image]

HERON—Guwi´sguwi—[image: image]

FLINT—Dawi´sgala—[image: image]

REDBIRD—Totsu´hwa—[image: image]

FLOWER—Gun´tsi—[image: image]

The days move around in a circle that really has no beginning and no end. They maintain exactly the same relationship to each other as indicated in the drawing here, and the circle was usually shown in this position. The top of the circle is the direction East, for Cherokees are always going toward success and happiness—no matter what the actual geographical direction. Time periods were commonly called by the name of the last day in the period, instead of the first day, as is the current custom. Flower here is the last glyph, which is the position of most importance. And the last named includes “all of the above”; Flower represents The Sun and all twenty of these are solar days.

Heron is in the center as well as in the circle of Days, for time-wise we are now in the World of Heron and this particular glyph marks the Center-of-Being.

When the new Sun (World, Eon, Age) appears, the Heron glyph will be replaced by the glyph of the World that is next in line. This will not necessarily be Flint, which always follows Heron in the circle of Days. The line of succession of Worlds is much more complicated than that.

The twenty Days move around the circle Earthwise (counterclockwise) in the direction of and in sync with the rotation of the Earth. This is also the direction of the Ceremonial Dance around The Fire in the center; the Dancers face the anticipated rising Sun whose appearance at dawn marks the end of the dancing and the beginning of the “Going to the Water” ceremony.

One lunar day is thirteen solar days. A lunar month is 28 solar days. A Venus year is 260 solar days. A solar year is 360 solar days (the same as 360 degrees in any circle) plus 5 or 6 solar days until the heliacal setting of the Pleiades. A lunar year is—let me see now—let’s think about that tomorrow!



	Top—East

[image: image]








Finding Your Own Natal Day




[image: image] To find your own Natal Day, it is important to remember that the Day Signs follow one another in the same order, no matter how the Thirteen Numbers occur. The Days may be seen as going around in a circle (see p. 11) so when you start anywhere in the circle they keep the same relationship with each other. You count them going around counterclockwise.

You will need the month, day, and year of your birth. The Cherokee Day begins at sunrise (at the place of your birth) so if you were born after midnight and before sunrise, your birthday falls on the previous day. If you were born in the summertime any year from 1919 on, you need to take daylight savings time into consideration when calculating the time of sunrise at your birthplace.

Remember that 1900 was not a leap year, but starting with 1904, every fourth year, including 2000, is a leap year and therefore February has 29 days instead of 28. Now you can use the ephemeris that begins on page 128 to determine your Natal Day. Here is an example of how it works. If you were born May 15, 1961 (after sunrise), find the two dates immediately before and immediately after that date in the ephemeris. Thus:

May 10, 1961, and May 23, 1961

Write those two dates on a sheet of lined paper, with 13 spaces in between, like this:

[image: image]

You can see here that your Natal Day is 6 Rattlesnake Tooth. (Unless you were born between midnight and sunrise on that date—in which case your Natal Day
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