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​Recap
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Beacon is the world’s first and only superhero. She can dent a tank with her bare hands, outrun race cars, jump over buildings, and survive bullets. She uses these powers to protect her hometown of Heartland, Illinois. When we last saw Beacon, she had just defeated her second supervillain: Abigail Keller!  Wyvern Industries paid Abigail to undergo plastic surgery and experimental medical trials to turn her into the next Beacon. Unfortunately, the procedure left Abigail  insane and bloodthirsty. Despite her name being officially cleared, the citizens of Heartland still are hesitant to trust the real Beacon.
[image: ]
Beneath her orange-striped blue supersuit, blonde wig, and blue contacts, Beacon is secretly Heartland Police Officer Grace Grey. Grace has no idea where her powers came from. She developed them as a teenager. After her abilities first manifested, her parents convinced her to hide them from the world out of fear of her becoming a lab rat. Grace is driven by a genuine desire to help others. She’s just that kind of person.
[image: ]
Beacon doesn’t know it, but Dale Ryder is her greatest enemy! He secretly runs the Red Reaper Gang, the most powerful drug ring in Heartland. Despite his influence, he has never attacked Beacon head on. Mainly because he knew the Red Reapers didn’t have the power to take her down... until now. After Beacon’s victory over her copycat, Dale discovered a pill belonging to Wyvern Industries that contains the secret to duplicating Beacon’s power in mere mortals.
[image: ]

The Collector is an alien being originating from an astronomically advanced civilization. Its culture adopted the practice of placing metallic implants into themselves to enhance their abilities. Among these implants is a device that allows them to absorb and digest genetic material from any lifeform in the known universe. To what end? No one on Earth knows.
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​Prologue
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The Captain was getting nervous. The operation was four days behind schedule, the archive was barely thirty percent complete, and conditions were only deteriorating. As the wind howled, another stone made landfall. As the  soil directly beneath him trembled, the Captain raised the alarm, indicating to the others that it was time to abandon the mission. Partial success was better than absolute failure. The objective at hand was not worth the lives of the crew. This world’s ecosystem would surely collapse, but as long as the sailors escaped, their efforts would not be in vain. Anything was better than nothing at this point. 

As the crew members returned to the ship, a white and grey mix of snow and powdered dust hammered the hull. It was only then that the Captain realized one of The Collectors was missing. Before the Captain could even ask where the missing Collector disappeared to, a huge chunk of hail slammed into the top of the ship, leaving an enormous dent and sending tremors through the hull. At this point, one Collector was an acceptable loss to save the rest of the crew. The Captain reluctantly, but swiftly, gave the order to start the engine. The vessel fired up, lifting itself into the sky and away from the frozen wasteland below. 

**
[image: ]


The Collector received the alert: time to go home! As much as The Collector wished the crew could have finished the archive, The Collector understood that the Captain made the right decision. Due to an earlier, brutal encounter with a large, scaly beast, the heating mechanism in its suit was severely damaged. The Collector would not be able to withstand the cold much longer. 

Unfortunately, The Collector’s emergency contact device was covered in a thick layer of ice, as was the exit to the beast’s lair. The Collector fired a beam of plasma at the frosted barrier. Soon after melting the seal and escaping the lair, a bombardment of massive chunks of hail pummeled  The Collector’s helmet. The Collector retreated back into the cave, tripping over the remains of the giant cave beast.  

The Collector would freeze to death very soon if it could not find a new source of heat. The Collector had already added the beast to the archive. Maybe incinerating the beast’s remains would provide enough heat to out last the storm? The Collector aimed its wrist cannon at the beast, only to realize the cannon’s  plasma cartridge was empty. With no other options, The Collector set the rescue signal to activate at full power when thawed before forcing itself into artificial hibernation.
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​1 - Dale’s Scheme
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Dale Ryder, leader of The Red Reaper Gang, had a vision. A while back he had stumbled on to a massive opportunity: a copycat of the local superhero, Beacon, dropped a pill containing the secret to Beacon’s powers. For the last few weeks one of his henchmen, Ben Sanders, had been working on a way to make more of these pills. 

Today was the day,  Ben claimed to have found a way to duplicate the effects of the pill without a sample of Beacon’s blood! Dale entered Ben’s secret lab to witness the fruits of his endeavors. 

“So,” began Dale. “Is it ready?”

“I think so. It hasn’t been tested on humans yet.” confessed Ben.

“How did the non-human test subjects handle it?”

“Not sure. One of the hamsters broke the glass on the cage, and they all ran off at super speed! I still haven’t found them.”

“I see. Any volunteers?”

“I’m willing to try, boss!” replied Jordan Jackson.

“Give this man a pill!” stated Dale, proud of Jordan’s courage.

Ben, somewhat reluctantly, handed an orange striped blue pill to Jordan, who eagerly swallowed it.

“Now, try punching this concrete block,” Dale requested. “We need to test how strong you are now.”

Jordan approached the grey brick and prepared his fist for impact. As his knuckles met the granite, he screamed in agony. “AH! OW! That stings!” Jordan ranted.
“What is going on? You said it worked!” Dale demanded.
“I have no
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