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	THE RHYTHM OF A NEW ERA

	 

	What happens when eight voices decide the system is not enough and choose to carve their own path?

	The answer isn’t found in charts or rankings, but in the unwavering loyalty of a global community that has found in Stray Kids something beyond music: a refuge. Eight members with distinct styles, talents and personalities who, together, have shaped a sound of their own and a unique identity within contemporary K-pop.

	Since their debut, Stray Kids have reached milestones that reflect their unstoppable growth: over 3 million albums sold worldwide, multiple entries on the Billboard 200, tours across Asia, the Americas and Europe, and millions of views across digital platforms proving their music moves beyond borders. Awards, recognition and collaborations with international artists further cement their position as global figures in K-pop.

	Welcome to “Code STAY”, the definitive guide for fans who want to fully immerse themselves in this universe. Within these pages, you’ll find the story, the music, the journeys and the details that define Stray Kids as a global phenomenon. What follows is an itinerary designed to understand the group in all its dimensions.
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	We begin at the origin: their formation through the survival show that shaped them into a unified force, and their evolution from “stray kids” into architects of a sound that has redefined K-pop. From there, we explore their extensive discography—albums, defining releases, boundary-pushing collaborations and individual projects—unpacking the tracks that have become anthems in arenas across the world. Understanding the whole requires understanding its parts, so we take time to look at each of the eight members, discovering how every individual talent contributes to this precise and compelling dynamic.

	Stray Kids is also shared joy. We revisit the group’s most human moments—iconic memes and phrases known only to fans, the kind that make them feel close despite the distance. A universe that extends into the visual and the tangible through their impact on fashion—from streetwear to high fashion—and a culture of collecting that ranges from limited-edition items to the beloved SKZOO plush alter egos.

	With everything packed, the journey continues across the world. This guide traces their footprint through Seoul, exploring the places where their story comes to life, while also looking beyond—to key countries and cities such as Australia, Japan and the United States, all essential to their global narrative. A map designed so that your next trip comes with its own soundtrack.
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	We also turn to you—the STAY Culture—the force that moves everything forward. We explore what makes this community so distinctive and offer ways to engage and interact with this guide, because your connection with the group is what keeps this project alive. And so that no one feels lost along the way, we include an essential K-pop glossary: a practical compass to help newcomers navigate its language and concepts.

	We hope you enjoy this journey as much as we have enjoyed creating it. Because in the end, no matter where in the world you open this book, there will always be something connecting us—reminding us that, whatever happens, there are Stray Kids everywhere all around the world.

	Step Out.


A STELLAR CAREER
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	THE BEGINNING OF THE JOURNEY

	 

	Stray Kids didn’t arrive by following a script or asking for permission. Their story began like many others—built on dreams, doubts and endless rehearsals—but it quickly became something bigger: a shared journey between eight young artists who chose to turn their music into a space of authenticity and freedom. From the very beginning, they made it clear they didn’t want to be just another K-pop group, but a living experience—for themselves and for those who would follow them.

	In 2017, JYP Entertainment launched a survival show with the goal of forming a group that wouldn’t just sing and dance, but also create their own music. From early practices to their debut, their story was shaped by dedication, experimentation and a willingness to express real emotions. The intention was never to build a perfect product from the start, but to develop something that could grow and evolve alongside its members and their fans.

	What makes Stray Kids distinctive is the way different talents and personalities come together in balance. Each member brings something unique: some stand out through powerful, rhythmic rap, others through melodic and expressive vocals, and others through a way of turning movement into a visual narrative. This diversity translates into performances full of energy, where their chemistry transforms every stage into something charged and memorable.

	Musically, the group has pushed beyond expectations. Their sound blends hip-hop, pop, EDM, and even elements of rock and funk, always shaped by an identity that feels instantly recognizable. Experimentation is part of their core: mistakes in the studio become opportunities, and rehearsals turn into spaces for discovery. Tracks like God’s Menu, Back Door or Another Day show how this range can come together with cohesion and impact, reinforcing a clear artistic voice.
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	Their relationship with STAY, their fanbase, is another defining element. From the earliest days of the survival show, fans have followed every step of their journey. The connection moves in both directions: the members share their process, interact online and communicate with openness. This closeness makes each release feel less like a broadcast and more like an ongoing exchange, where lyrics and performances act as a bridge between artist and audience.

	Stray Kids’ story is also one of resilience. The members have faced demanding auditions, intense training and the pressure of debuting under constant scrutiny. Through it all, their commitment to music and self-expression helped them find their place within the group. That resilience carries through both their music and their stage presence, where intensity and sensitivity coexist naturally.
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	Beyond music and choreography, Stray Kids stand out for the honesty of their creative process. Album concepts, performance ideas and musical arrangements emerge through discussion, trial and refinement. The aim isn’t surface-level impact, but to communicate something genuine—rooted in their experiences, emotions and artistic perspective. This approach allows their sound to evolve without losing the essence that defines them.

	The balance between energy and emotion is another key trait. Their music can be explosive and powerful, yet it also leaves space for introspection and vulnerability, with lyrics that explore anxiety, loneliness, ambition and growth. This duality is what allows their work to resonate globally, moving beyond entertainment into something that connects and accompanies the listener.

	The path from a survival show to becoming an international phenomenon becomes clearer when you look at how they work together—learning from one another and building a space where creativity, friendship and passion coexist. Through songs, performances and small gestures, they communicate a sense of shared effort and genuine dedication, setting the foundation for understanding how each member finds their place within this story.
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	BANG CHAN’S CREATIVE MUTINY

	 

	Stray Kids’ story didn’t begin with a contract or under bright lights. It began with a challenge—and the uncertainty of a path no one had mapped out before. In 2017, JYP Entertainment broke from the conventions of K-pop by launching a survival show under the same name. The setting was far from polished: the streets of Seoul became part of the stage, cameras captured every mistake and every breakthrough, and the cold light of recording studios revealed a constant, underlying tension. Between October and December, the concept was clear and radical: Trainees vs. JYP. This wasn’t about competing against one another, but about confronting the very system that had trained them.

	At the center of it all was Bang Chan. After seven years of training, he was given more than an opportunity—he was handed responsibility. Not just to succeed, but to protect the people around him. Chan chose his eight members not for appearance, but for chemistry, talent and shared ambition, laying the foundation for a bond that would define the group from the very beginning. That early autonomy shaped their core identity: friendship, loyalty and a voice that stood its ground within the industry.

	The journey was far from smooth. The tension reached its peak with the eliminations of Lee Know in episode 4 and Felix in episode 8. These weren’t narrative twists; they were defining moments that tested the resilience of both the leader and the group. Every challenge became a lesson in emotional endurance. Yet the response from fans carried its own weight: in the final episode, 96% voted live for the original nine to return, forcing the system to acknowledge what had already become clear—Stray Kids was not meant to be divided.
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	Music, in the meantime, was their only real leverage. The missions demanded original material, and 3RACHA (Chan, Changbin and Han) led the creation of Hellevator, a pre-debut track that signaled both a distinct sound and a clear stance: they didn’t need external producers to make an impact or define their identity. The energy of those songs moved beyond studios and screens, reaching an audience that was beginning to form the first layer of what would become STAY.

	The impact of that pre-debut phase was immediate. Mixtape, released in January 2018, debuted at #2 on Billboard’s World Albums chart, confirming that this wasn’t just a company-driven project, but something actively taking shape. Rehearsals, mistakes and constant adjustments became part of a process that was building something both distinctive and recognisable.

	Then, on March 25, 2018, at Jangchung Arena, the showcase Unveil Op. 01: I am NOT marked a turning point. Under the message “Step Out,” Stray Kids made their position clear: they would not follow a predefined route—they would create their own. The tension, setbacks and uncertainty of the survival show were no longer burdens, but the foundation of a group capable of sustaining its own artistic vision.

	What began as a survival show has evolved into something living and constantly in motion. Stray Kids didn’t just learn how to endure—they learned how to build, to lead and to connect. Even before their first official release, STAY was already there, supporting, validating and growing alongside them. Every note, every movement and every detail carries traces of those early days—the origin of a group that chose not to ask for permission to define its place in the world.
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	THE MEANING BEHIND STRAY KIDS

	 

	The name Stray Kids wasn’t born from a marketing strategy or a corporate decision; it reflects the group’s essence and their way of understanding the world. Literally, it translates to “stray kids,” but for them it carries a deeper meaning: existing outside the expected, not fitting into traditional frameworks, and still moving forward together under their own rules. It’s a statement of identity, autonomy and defiance that has defined them from the very beginning and continues to shape their presence on stage and in their music.

	The choice of name was also an act of autonomy. Bang Chan and the members were actively involved in the decision, making sure it reflected their philosophy of creativity and survival. From the start, it was clear that Stray Kids was not a product designed for the industry, but a group of artists building their own path and narrative. That early decision set the tone for everything that followed: thinking, creating and acting on their own terms.

	The name also represents a departure from the conventional path. In Korea, the expected route—study, work, marriage—remains deeply rooted. Stray Kids chose instead to create their own direction, stepping into uncertainty and learning as they moved forward. This isn’t rebellion for its own sake, but a deliberate choice to shape an authentic path that reflects their values, their energy and the freedom to explore without fear of failure.

	Over time, the meaning behind the name has evolved. In their early days, with District 9, it carried a sense of confrontation and resistance; performances and lyrics conveyed something raw, intense and uncompromising. Today, it reflects freedom, confidence and the ability to turn uncertainty and obstacles into creativity and opportunity. They are no longer defined by being “stray”—they are creators of their own universe, capable of shaping trends and opening paths where none existed before.
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	A detail that reinforces this sense of authenticity is the logo’s typography, hand-drawn by Bang Chan. It reflects a clear do-it-yourself philosophy, where every element of their music and visual identity carries a personal imprint. That level of involvement strengthens the feeling that what they create comes from within, not from a production system, resulting in something genuine and closely aligned with their vision.

	Stray Kids is more than a name—it’s a symbol of resilience, creativity and belonging. It represents a group that steps beyond established paths, builds its own world, and maintains a close connection with STAY, their fans, who have been part of that journey from the very beginning.


[image: Stray Kids continuará las promociones de su debut con un tema de ...]

	THE GROUP’S DNA

	 

	Stepping into Stray Kids means entering a universe where music becomes a language, and the energy of eight South Korean artists reshapes how connection happens on a global scale. What began as a statement in Seoul now resonates across stadiums, playlists and the lives of fans worldwide. But understanding Stray Kids goes beyond listening to their songs—it’s about seeing how creativity, discipline and authenticity come together to transform emotion into something shared.

	At its core, Stray Kids operates like a family creating from instinct and intention. Their identity emerges from a blend of talent, drive and a self-producing philosophy that allows the members to be involved in every stage of the creative process. Each track carries fragments of their story, their energy and their ongoing connection with STAY—the fans who have been there from the beginning—forming a relationship that feels direct and genuine.
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	At the center of this creative structure is 3RACHA, the production unit formed by Bang Chan, Changbin and Han. Bang Chan leads with a broad vision, shaping direction, refining ideas and ensuring that each project aligns with the group’s identity. Changbin brings intensity and rhythm, with a rap style that anchors much of the group’s sonic character, while Han moves between speed, melody and emotional nuance, crafting lyrics and lines that resonate on a more personal level. Their role extends beyond writing and producing—they define the artistic direction and maintain consistency across releases.

	To understand how the group functions, it helps to look at the Rachas—units that organize their strengths. 3RACHA represents the creative core: writing, composing and shaping the sound of each comeback, ensuring both authenticity and cohesion. Their significance lies in the fact that the music originates from within the group, reinforcing a distinct voice in the global industry.
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	Dance Racha—Lee Know, Hyunjin and Felix—represents the physical expression of that sound. They translate music into movement, elevating choreography into something visually impactful. Lee Know brings precision and discipline, Hyunjin adds fluidity and expressive depth, and Felix delivers presence and visual intensity. Their influence extends beyond performance, shaping the group’s aesthetic identity through fashion and international collaborations.
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	Vocal Racha—Seungmin and I.N—adds balance and emotional depth. They provide melodic stability, tonal nuance and memorable transitions within songs. Seungmin offers control and clarity, while I.N brings freshness and subtle experimentation. Together, they soften and ground the group’s more aggressive elements, adding a human dimension to its sound.
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	Even with defined roles, Stray Kids functions as a living structure. The units shift, overlap and collaborate depending on the project, showing a system that adapts rather than restricts. In essence, 3RACHA shapes the message, Dance Racha projects it outward, and Vocal Racha gives it emotional weight.

	Members outside 3RACHA reinforce the group’s identity through specific contributions. Lee Know and Hyunjin guide choreography, Felix adds visual power and tonal contrast, Seungmin maintains vocal balance, and I.N brings versatility across registers. Every voice, movement and stage presence fits into a broader dynamic that keeps the group cohesive.

	Creative decisions emerge through collaboration. Ideas can come from any member during rehearsals or recording sessions, while 3RACHA acts as both guide and filter, ensuring that arrangements, rhythms and lyrics remain aligned and impactful. Tracks like God’s Menu or Back Door reflect this process—intense rap, memorable melodies and a distinct energy that defines their sound. 
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	This structure becomes especially visible in live performances. Bang Chan shapes the overall narrative of each stage, while the dancers carry the visual momentum and the vocalists balance the sonic intensity. It also creates a space where younger members learn from those with more experience, reinforcing a cycle of growth and mutual support.

	The relationship with STAY is essential to this dynamic. The transparency of their creative process and the active role of 3RACHA make fans feel part of what’s being built. Lyrics, choreography and livestreams reflect an ongoing exchange, where the distance between artist and audience feels reduced. Whether through introspective tracks or high-energy performances, the connection remains rooted in authenticity.

	Projects like NOEASY or ODDINARY highlight how this internal structure shapes their sound: Bang Chan organizes the production, Changbin brings intensity, and Han balances it with melodic depth. The combination of leadership, specialization and collaboration allows Stray Kids to remain recognizable while continuing to evolve.

	This framework defines Stray Kids as a transparent, resilient and grounded group. The interaction between members, the shared creative drive of 3RACHA and their connection with STAY give form to everything they do. Through music, performance and message, they communicate effort, passion and a genuine commitment to their craft—reminding us that behind the scale of it all, there is a group moving forward together, inviting the listener to be part of that journey.
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	THE SKZ CODE: THE MEANING BEHIND THEIR NUMBERS

	 

	In Stray Kids, every detail carries intention and meaning. From musical composition to visual aesthetics and album concepts, nothing is left to chance. One of the most fascinating elements—often overlooked by those unfamiliar with the group—is their Numeric Code.

	This code consists of a series of numbers that each member adopted during District 9: Unlock and across other visual content, functioning as a kind of personal signature. These aren’t just numbers; they are symbols loaded with meaning. They reflect each member’s identity, individual story, role within the group and connection with fans. Learning to recognize them reveals a subtle but layered language where aesthetics, narrative and personality intersect.

	Beyond their visual presence, these numbers offer insight into how Stray Kids constructs its creative universe—blending music, choreography, merchandising and visual concepts. Every appearance of the code, whether in album covers, MVs, vlogs or design elements, is intentional: a direct nod to fans and a reminder of both individual identity and collective cohesion. Learning to “read” these numbers unlocks a deeper level of engagement, turning the act of watching, listening or collecting into something more interactive and meaningful.

	Below, we break down the meaning behind each number and its connection to the members.
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	Bang Chan: As leader, Bang Chan carries 03, which, combined with Lee Know’s 25, forms the iconic 0325—the official debut date of Stray Kids, March 25, 2018. This number marks not only the group’s beginning, but also symbolizes leadership and protection. Bang Chan stands as both guide and anchor, the starting point of the group. Every appearance of 03 in visuals, jerseys or merchandise reinforces his central and creative role.

	Lee Know: His number is 25, completing 0325 alongside Bang Chan. It reflects both his artistic and personal identity: precise and refined on stage, unpredictable and playful off it. For fans, 25 works as a subtle visual cue tied to the group’s origin and to the way his style complements Bang Chan’s presence.

	Changbin: He wears 04, which, together with Hyunjin’s 04, forms 0404—the date of the group’s first music show win on M Countdown on April 4, 2019, with Miroh. This number represents strength, intensity and creative drive, capturing Changbin’s role as a powerful force within 3RACHA. Across visuals and merchandise, 04 becomes a marker of his unmistakable energy.

	Hyunjin: He also carries 04, sharing 0404 with Changbin, but his number additionally reflects balance and visual harmony. As one of the group’s most artistic and expressive members, 04 often appears as a point of symmetry in choreography and visual compositions, reinforcing his role as a bridge between power and elegance.
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	Han: His number is 08, which, together with Felix’s 01, forms 0801—the official birthday of STAY, August 1, 2018. This number reflects creativity, energy and spontaneity. Han acts as a link between 3RACHA and the full group, bringing both dynamism and emotional range. Each appearance of 08 highlights his versatility and close connection with fans.

	Felix: He carries 01, completing 0801 alongside Han. Beyond its connection to the fandom’s birthday, 01 reflects his distinct role within the group: presence, charisma and visual impact. In performances, visuals and merchandise, 01 emphasizes the brightness and energy he brings to Stray Kids.

	Seungmin: His number is 11, which, together with I.N’s 23, forms 1123—the date of the group’s first solo concert during District 9: Unlock on November 23, 2019. This number reflects stability, discipline and loyalty. Seungmin acts as a grounding force, maintaining cohesion both musically and within the fandom. Every appearance of 11 reinforces his role as a point of balance and trust.

	I.N: He wears 23, completing 1123 with Seungmin. This number marks the beginning of their first solo concert tour and reinforces his role as both a vocalist and the youngest member of the group. The presence of 23 in visuals and merchandise reflects his growth and the group’s evolution on stage.
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	WHY DO THESE NUMBERS MATTER TO FANS?

	 

	Understanding the Numeric Code allows STAY to see Stray Kids’ designs from a new perspective. These numbers are not decorative—they form a micro-language of identity, a hidden system that connects fans with the story and personality of each member. Recognizing them in concerts, MVs, photobooks or global merchandise turns the experience into something both emotional and interactive, strengthening the bond between the group and its audience.
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