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    E70

    Vladimir Domnin

    Anish Giri

    St. Petersburg 2005

  


  This game was played when I was 10, in one of my first Opens in St. Petersburg in the big club dedicated to the memory of Mikhail Chigorin, which is located in the centre of the city. I have a lot of warm memories connected to this place – I played many great events there and there is a delicious bakery right next to it...


  This game is a nice example of my attempts to mimic the 11th World Champion.


  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7


  As a child I was playing the King’s Indian a lot, inspired by the games of Kasparov and Fischer.


  4.e4 0-0 I read somewhere about this trick that Fischer once pulled upon Letelier. Black invites White to gain even more space.
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  5.e5 It was hard to describe my happiness here. I would have a chance to play like Fischer!


  5...Ne8 6.f4 6.Nf3 d6 gives Black good play, in the spirit of the provocative Alekhine Defence (1.e4 Nf6).


  6...d6 Now Black starts to break up the white centre.


  [image: Image]


  7.Nf3 In the afore-mentioned famous game of Robert James, White played 7.Be3 when Fischer blew up all of White’s centre: 7...c5! 8.dxc5 Nc6!. I was fascinated by this idea. 9.cxd6 exd6 10.Ne4 White is playing very badly, but the way the young Fischer exploits his play is charming. 10...Bf5 11.Ng3 Be6 12.Nf3 Qc7 13.Qb1 dxe5 14.f5 e4!? 15.fxe6 exf3 16.gxf3 f5 17.f4 Nf6 18.Be2 Rfe8 19.Kf2 Rxe6 20.Re1 Rae8 21.Bf3. And now the Grand Finale.


  [image: Image]


  ANALYSIS DIAGRAM


  21...Rxe3! 22.Rxe3 Rxe3 23.Kxe3 Qxf4+!! 0-1, Letelier-Fischer, Leipzig 1960.


  7...c5


  I assumed this was what Fischer had played in that famous game, but in this particular position it was also wise to take on e5, when the d1-rook is not connected to the queen:


  7...dxe5! 8.fxe5 (8.dxe5 Qxd1+ 9.Nxd1 f6 is good for Black as 9.Nxd1 was quite awkward) 8...c5 and Black challenges White’s centre without sacrificing any pawns.


  8.dxc5 Nc6! I knew my classics.
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  9.cxd6 exd6 Black obviously has excellent compensation here.


  10.Be2 Bg4


  The most natural way of developing the pieces and the initiative.
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  11.0-0


  11.Be3! was more sophisticated, with the idea to win the exchange after 11...dxe5 12.Qxd8 Rxd8 13.Bc5 when Black has some compensation, although maybe not entirely sufficient for full equality.


  11...dxe5 12.Nd5?


  This one is quite awkward.


  Something primitive like 12.Nxe5 would keep an approximate balance.


  12...e4!


  Now Black has positional domination without any material deficit. The game concluded nicely, although it wasn’t faultless.


  13.Ng5 Bxe2 14.Qxe2 Nd6


  Getting the pieces into action.
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  15.Be3 h6 16.Nh3 Nd4


  Hard to argue with this move either.
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  But probably after all those wisdom-gaining years I would have gone for the slightly more subtle 16...Nf5!.


  17.Bxd4 Bxd4+ 18.Nf2 Rc8 19.Rac1
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  19...e3


  I decided to start some immediate action.


  20.Ng4
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  20...Nxc4!


  This was my great trick.


  21.Rxc4??


  A 10-year-old can afford to miss 21.Rfd1! when Black is lucky to have a draw after 21...Nd2! (21...Qxd5?? 22.Nf6+!) 22.Rxc8 Qxd5 23.Rxf8+ Kxf8 24.Nxe3 Qc5 winning back the exchange.


  21...Qxd5


  Now Black is a pawn up and has a dominating position to boot.


  22.Rxc8 Rxc8 23.Rd1 Qe4 24.Re1 Rc2 25.Qf3 e2+ 26.Nf2


  White is of course dead lost, but back then I had style.


  [image: Image]


  26...Rc1!! 27.Qc3


  27.Qxe4 Rxe1# is quite pretty to my taste.


  27...Bxc3 28.Nxe4 Bd4+


  An elegant mate, although I must admit it doesn’t match Fischer’s.
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    E85

    Dmitry Kosarev

    Anish Giri

    St. Petersburg 2005

  


  While in the previous game I was trying to impersonate the great Fischer, this time 10-year-old me had a shot at Garry Kasparov...


  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 0-0


  Again giving the opportunity to play 5.e5.
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  5.Be3 d6 6.f3 Nc6 7.Nge2 e5


  Having read Gufeld’s famous book and having seen many of Kasparov’s games, I knew the tricks of the Sämisch Variation, but for some reason I didn’t go for the theoretical 7...a6. It could also be that my memory fails me and that I read the above-mentioned works after this game.
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  8.d5 Ne7 9.Qd2 a6


  White has many plans (Ng3!?, h4!?, g4!?), but let’s not judge my opponent, who was quite a young lad as well.


  10.Nc1


  This is quite decent: the knight clears the way for the f1-bishop to get into the game.


  10...c6 11.Nb3


  It was wiser to finish his development first, but White can afford quite a lot, as Black has wasted a lot of moves in the opening as well (Nc6?!-e7).


  11...cxd5 12.cxd5 Bd7 13.a4


  So far I have developed quite harmoniously and now in the spirit of the position would be to get the f-pawn rolling with Nh5. However, I decided to open up the queenside first.
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  13...b5!? Displaying a heightened sense of dynamics, which must have been caused by an overdose of Kasparov games.


  Better was 13...Nh5! 14.Be2 f5 15.0-0 Nf4 with a very unclear position. Black has many typical ideas at his disposal. One such is ...g5!?, another ...Kh8-Ng8.


  14.axb5 axb5 15.Nxb5?!


  [image: Image]


  Better was 15.Bxb5!. Probably my opponent was worried about the stability of his pieces on the b-file, but in fact it all works out well: 15... Bxb5 (15...Rxa1+ 16.Nxa1 Qa5 looks tempting, but doesn’t bring any dividends: 17.Nb3! Qb4 18.Bxd7 Nxd7 19.Nc1 and the pawn remains) 16.Nxb5 Rb8 17.Qd3!. Protecting both knights. Black has little for the pawn, but can still put up quite some resistance: 17...Qd7 18.Na3 (18.Na7!?) 18...Nh5! 19.0-0 Nf4 with some counterchances.


  15...Rxa1+?!


  Instead, 15...Rb8! would have created more pins and more tension, something which is always nice to have once you are planning to exploit your dynamic potential. In fact there are quite a few dynamic resources in the position, to say the least:


  [image: Image]


  ANALYSIS DIAGRAM


  16.Qa5 (16.Ra5 Nh5! seems slow for Black, but in fact it’s a lot faster than one can imagine: 17.Bc4 (17.Bd3 f5 18.0-0 fxe4 19.fxe4 Rxf1+ 20.Bxf1 Nf6! and suddenly White’s position is full of weaknesses: 21.Qc2 Ng4! 22.Ba7 Bh6! and Black is the one dictating the rules here) 17...Nf5!!. A spectacular shot. The queen says hi to the bishop on c4: 18.Bf2 (18. exf5? Qh4+!) 18...Bh6! 19.Qc3 Nh4 and Black has managed to develop a very strong attack) 16...Nexd5! 17.exd5 and now the real point behind Black’s last move:
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  ANALYSIS DIAGRAM


  17...Qe7?. The black pieces are acting like a mutated hedgehog which soon will turn into an elephant with horns ☺.


  Having read a lot of books of my childhood hero Garry Kasparov, I can bet that he would use a more sophisticated metaphor. His favourite word ‘ambush’ comes to mind. (The natural 17...Nxd5 is not so stupid either, as White can’t exchange the queens without losing back some of the material: 18.Ba7! Qh4+ (provoking some weaknesses. 18...Qg5!? is also decent, but not enough for full equality: 19.Bxb8 Qe3+ 20.Be2 Rxb8 21.Qa7! when White keeps some edge in the endgame after 21...Qxa7 22.Nxa7! with the witty idea 22...Rxb3 23.Bc4!) 19.g3 Qf6 20.Nd2 e4! 21.fxe4 and now there are two moves, 21...Ra8 and 21...Bh6, which add quite some fuel to the fire. Intuitively I’d say that Black has excellent compensation for the piece and the machine confirms that) 18.Bc4!
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  ANALYSIS DIAGRAM


  18...Rfc8 (18...e4 is the natural way. After toying around with my clever computer I came up with the following variation: 19.0-0 exf3 20.Rxf3 Ng4 21.Bf4 Be5!.


  Black is a full piece down, but even so the usual ‘laws of nature’ of chess still apply. Black is fighting for the dark squares: 22.Re1 Qh4 23.Rxe5! (23.Bxe5 dxe5! 24.h3 Bxb5 25.Bxb5 Rxb5! and the queen on a5 is overloaded) 23...Nxe5 24.Bxe5 Qxc4 25.Nxd6 Qe2!. Now White is quite some material up, but since everything is hanging there is nothing better than: 26.Nxf7!? Rxf7 27.Rxf7 Kxf7 28.Bxb8 Qd1+ 29.Kf2 Qxb3 30.Be5 Qc2+ 31.Ke3 Qxg2 and White has merely a pawn left, which will be overshadowed here by drawing tendencies) 19.Ba7 Ne8!!. This is taking the mutated hedgehog/ambush idea a step further, beyond human understanding:
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  ANALYSIS DIAGRAM


  20.0-0 Ra8 21.Rfc1 e4!. Eventually this was the idea. Now the position is quite complicated and Black has quite a few threats (...Bxb2, ...exf3, etc). An instructive line would be 22.N3d4 Bxb5 23.Qxb5
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  ANALYSIS DIAGRAM


  23...Qxa7!! (23...Rxa7 24.Nc6!) 24.Rxa7 Bxd4+ 25.Kf1 Rxa7 26.fxe4 Nf6 with fantastic compensation for the material deficit. Of course all those lines have nothing to do with the year 2005 and my 10-year-old self, but that’s the beauty of chess: what has been interesting then, is still interesting now, just on a whole different level.


  16.Nxa1 Qa8


  16...Qb8!? is also tempting, though after 17.Nc3 there is no spectacular follow-up. Black should try the usual ...Nh5, ...f5 plan.


  17.Na3
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  17...Rb8


  A natural move, getting the rook on the open file. However, I would also have been quite happy with my young self had I played Nxd5!? here. After 17...Nexd5!? 18.exd5 Nxd5 gives Black some compensation, though after 19.N1c2! White seems to be holding on to his material and is ready to develop his f1-bishop. Unfortunately, there is no way here to develop the initiative to such an extent as after 15...Rb8!, but nevertheless the game can continue: 19... e4!? 20.fxe4 Nxe3 21.Nxe3 Qxe4 22.Bd3 Qh4+ 23.g3 Qf6 24.Rf1 Qg5 with some chances of survival, after the b2-pawn will fall.


  18.Bc4


  Stopping the idea of Nxd5. Now I had to look for some other means of play.


  18...Nh5 19.Nb3


  Here and on the next move, White should just have castled, when Black doesn’t have enough for the pawn, but the game has just started.
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  19...f5 20.Nb1?! Qa4 21.Qc3 fxe4 22.fxe4 Nf4


  Now once again, some tricks are in the air.
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  23.Rg1??


  This is too much. White really should have castled, even though the motifs with ...Rc8 and ...Ne2+ seemed quite scary.


  So, 23.0-0! Rc8 and now White has two ways to parry the threats, with 24.Nc5! being the cleanest one. After the capture of the knight, White wins back the piece with d6+ (24.N1d2!?, sacrificing the queen, was also good: 24...Ne2+ – 24...Bb5!? – 25.Bxe2 Rxc3 26.bxc3 and after c4-c5 White will be the one having all the fun).


  23...Bb5!


  Undermining White’s stability on the queenside and in the centre. The c4-bishop was cementing the position.


  24.N3d2 Bxc4 25.Qxc4 Rb4


  Suddenly White finds himself in trouble.


  26.b3


  This is what my opponent was counting on. Now after 26...Qa5 White moves the queen and all seems under control, but I had a trick up my sleeve.


  [image: Image]


  26...Qa2!


  As it turns out the rook was protected indirectly as well.


  26...Qa5? 27.Qc2! is what White must have been hoping for.


  27.Qf1


  Now it’s a matter of a few powerful captures.


  27...Rxe4! 28.Nxe4 Qxb1+ 29.Kd2 Qb2+ 30.Ke1 Qb1+


  I must have read somewhere that it was cool to repeat moves to gain time. Probably some chapter on Reshevsky or Polugaevsky, the legendary time-trouble guys.


  31.Kd2 Qxe4


  Black is material up and keeps the initiative.


  [image: Image]


  32.Bxf4 exf4 33.Qd3 Qb4+ 34.Ke2 Qc5 35.Rd1 Nf5 36.Qe4 Be5 37.Kf3 Nd4+ 38.Kg4 Qc8+ 39.Kg5 Qd8+


  It’s mate in 4. White resigned.
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    B81

    Anish Giri

    Shamil Abdullayev

    Herceg Novi 2006

  


  I didn’t manage to put up a performance worth a medal at the U-12 European Championship in 2006, but I did play quite a few fun games. It is hard to forget the mates that I managed to give in the same variation of the Sicilian in two consecutive white games!


  1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Nc3


  At one of the training sessions for Russian kids, the experienced GM Evgeny Vasiukov came by and gave a lecture on this move order. 3... Nf6 4.e5!? was his point. This led to me winning quite a few blitz games against my friends, but no more than that. It’s quite tricky though, if Black doesn’t know what he is doing,


  [image: Image]


  3...e6


  Instead, 3...Nf6 4.e5 dxe5 5.Nxe5 e6 (5...a6!) 6.Bb5+ Nbd7 7.d4 leads to a number of pins, so you can understand that a blitz game can easily go wrong for Black.


  4.d4 cxd4 5.Nxd4 Nf6 6.g4
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  Those days the Eastern kids were playing the Scheveningen, so my coach and I were studying this opening with great dedication during this event.


  6...a6


  Nowadays this is considered to be dubious. Well, in those days it was dubious as well. It wasn’t that long ago, after all...


  7.g5 Nfd7 8.Be3 Nc6 9.h4


  Recently this position has been debated at the very top-level... but with White being a whole tempo down! The way people reach this position is by playing 6.h3 against the Najdorf. Here, obviously White has pushed his h-pawn in one move.


  [image: Image]


  9...Be7 10.Qd2
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  10.Qh5!? is an option here, but I decided to stick to the usual set-up. Also, I believe I had prepared something with my coach, Andrei Praslov, an experienced player of IM level, who was guiding me throughout my childhood, so I wasn’t exactly improvising yet.


  10...Qc7 Two days before this game I had another game which also had a beautiful conclusion: 10...0-0 11.0-0-0 Nxd4 12.Bxd4 b5 13.a3 Ne5 14.Qe3 Nc6 15.Bb6 Qd7 16.f4 Rb8 17.Bg2 Qb7 18.Bd4 Bd7 19.h5 Rfc8 20.g6 fxg6 21.hxg6 h6. So far Black had really messed things up, missing a lot of opportunities (basically ...b4! at any point would lead to a killing attack). Anyhow, now it was my turn to strike.
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  ANALYSIS DIAGRAM


  22.e5! d5 23.Nxd5! exd5 24.Bxd5+ Kf8 25.Rxh6! gxh6 26.g7+ Kxg7 27.Rg1+ and Black has no defence against mate: 27...Bg5 28.fxg5 Bf5 29.e6+ Kf8 30.Bc5+ Kg7 31.Bxc6 Rxc6 32.Qe5+ 1-0 Giri-Agasaryan, Herceg Novi 2006.


  11.0-0-0 b5 12.Nxc6 Qxc6 13.f3


  13.Qd4! looks strong, hitting g7 and protecting against . ..b4: 13...0-0 14.h5 and the attack runs by itself. However, I had some other ideas in mind.


  13...Ne5


  [image: Image]


  14.Qg2!


  I was obsessed with the idea of Qg2. The queen is so unharmoniously harmonious there, it just fascinated me.


  14...Bb7


  14...b4! was quite strong: 15.Ne2 Nc4 16.Bf2 (16.Nd4!? may be objectively best. After 16...Nxe3 17.Nxc6 Nxg2 18.Bxg2 Black is on the comfortable side of an equal position) 16...e5! followed by ... Be6 with excellent play.


  15.f4
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  15...Nc4


  15...Nd7!? is too subtle for U-12.


  16.Bxc4 Qxc4 17.Bd4 0-0 18.h5
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  18...Rac8


  18...b4 can be answered with 19.b3!.


  19.g6


  I decided it was time for action, once again.


  19...h6 20.Bxg7!


  I remember my coach was amazed with the defence that Black had here. And indeed it’s a nice textbook example of an unexpected defence. Can you find it?
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  20...f5?


  My opponent was too impressed.


  The way to defend was 20...Kxg7! 21.gxf7+ Kh8! 22.Qg6! (this was obviously my point) 22...Bxe4!! (and unexpectedly the bishop joins the defence) 23.Qxe4 (23.Qxh6+? Bh7 just wins) 23...Qxe4 24.Nxe4 d5 with equality in the endgame.


  21.Bxh6


  It’s all over now.


  21...b4 22.Bxf8 Bxf8 23.g7 bxc3 24.h6 cxb2+ 25.Kb1


  With many mates to follow. Black resigned.
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    B80

    Anish Giri

    Daan Brandenburg

    Dieren 2009

  


  Inspired by my games from the European U-12 Championship in 2006, three years later I managed to achieve a similar victory, this time with the status of a grandmaster.


  1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 e6


  My opponent tried to surprise me, but I didn’t mind going back the days of my early childhood...
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  6.Be3


  In my old comments (I commented on this game back in 2009 for New In Chess) I said I refrained from 6.g4 because of the variation with 6...e5!?.


  6...Be7 7.f3 Nc6 8.Qd2 0-0 9.0-0-0
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  9...a6


  9...d5!? used to be a popular way of attempting to solve Black’s opening problems, but I believe that after someone introduced the very cautious looking 10.Be2, people realized that these problems were far from being solved. One way the game can develop is 10...dxe4 11.Nxc6 bxc6 12.Qxd8 Bxd8 13.Nxe4 Nxe4 14.fxe4 Bb6 15.Bxb6 axb6 16.a3 Ba6 17.Bxa6 Rxa6 18.Rd6 with a very unpleas ant rook endgame that was won by my compatriot in the game Smeets-Ljubojevic, Amsterdam 2009.
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  ANALYSIS DIAGRAM


  10.g4 Nd7 11.h4 Nxd4 12.Bxd4 b5 13.g5


  Compared to my games from the European Under 12 Championship, the pawn is already on f3. Which in fact is quite a good place for it anyway.
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  13...Bb7 Alternatives are 13...Qc7 and 13...Rb8, which is more cautious and anticipates the move a3.


  13...b4 14.Na4 Bb7 is nicely met with 15.Nb6!, a well-known trick, which apparently I found over the board.


  14.a3 This move can only be played once the bishop is on b7, otherwise the ...b4 break is too fast.


  14...Qc7 Quite abstract to my taste.


  15.Bh3!?


  This peculiar move appealed to me.
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  15...Ne5 16.Qg2


  In my old comments I said that I
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