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	DISCLAIMER


	While every attempt has been made to provide accurate and timely information in this book, neither the author nor the publisher assumes any responsibility for errors, unintended omissions or commissions detected therein. The author and publisher make no representation or warranty with respect to the comprehensiveness or completeness of the contents provided.


	All matters included have been simplified under professional guidance for general information only without any warranty for applicability on an individual. Any mention of an organization or a website in the book by way of citation or as a source of additional information doesn’t imply the endorsement of the content either by the author or the publisher. It is possible that websites cited may have changed or removed between the time of editing and publishing the book.


	Results from using the expert opinion in this book will be totally dependent on individual circumstances and factors beyond the control of the author and the publisher.


	It makes sense to elicit advice from well informed sources before implementing the ideas given in the book. The reader assumes full responsibility for the consequences arising out from reading this book.


	For proper guidance, it is advisable to read the book under the watchful eyes of parents/guardian. The purchaser of this book assumes all responsibility for the use of given materials and information.


	The copyright of the entire content of this book rests with the author/publisher. Any infringement/transmission of the cover design, text or illustrations, in any form, by any means, by any entity will invite legal action and be responsible for consequences thereon.
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Publisher’s Note

Since the beginning of our operations in 2010, V&S Publishers has been devoted to bringing you one of the best and widest selections of books from across reading genres. Our work is defined by our very name, Value and Substance (V&S), which is at the heart of the books we publish. In becoming one of the leading publishers of general trade books in the mass-appeal genre in India, we have focused on developing a repertoire of titles that not just seek to inspire our readers to grow and flourish in life, but also spark a love for varied cultures and languages. Today, our catalogue has expanded to more than 1000 titles, across the categories of academic, children’s stories, parenting, popular science, religion and spirituality, self-improvement, and many more.

Subhas Chandra Bose, Netaji, is one of India’s most influential freedom fighters whose determination and commitment to the cause of independence has left an indelible mark on the nation’s history. This biography meticulously chronicles the life of a person who became a symbol of courage, strength and patriotism.

His journey from an extraordinary student to a revolutionary leader is a testimony to his indomitable spirit and strategic acumen. Bose believed in complete independence and struggled for it uncompromisingly. Bose’s leadership and famous call to his countrymen, “Give me blood, and I will give you freedom,” ignited flames of patriotism among the Indians and motivated them to join the freedom struggle. This biography delves deep into the complexities of Bose’s life, his ideological differences with contemporaries like Gandhi and his mysterious disappearance. Bose’s vision and legacy continues to inspire new generations.

We sincerely hope our effort in bringing out this offering will be greeted by the warm and enthusiastic reception of our readers.
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Childhood and Early Life

Subhas Chandra Bose was born during the 19th century, in Calcutta. This period was marked by influential movements and political unrest, leaving a lasting impact on Indian society.

Subhas Chandra Bose was born into a privileged Bengali family on 23rd January 1897, in Cuttack. Cuttack was a part of the Bengal Province in British India, specifically the Orissa Division. Subhas had a close bond with his mother, Prabhavati Bose, who greatly influenced their family life. At the young age of 14, Prabhavati Devi had given birth to the first of her 14 children. Subhas was the ninth child among his siblings.

Subhas’s father, Jankinath Bose, was a renowned lawyer, who exhibited legal diligence in legal matters, throughout his life. He was a loyal supporter of the British Imperial government. Bose exhibited diligence in legal matters throughout his life.
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	(a) Prabhavati Bose, mother of Subhas Chandra Bose
	(b) Jankinath Bose, father of Subhas Chandra Bose
	(c) Subhas Chandra Bose with his brother Sarat Chandra Bose




Early years

Subhas Chandra Bose came from a Bengali family that relocated to different parts of northern India due to the high demand for professionals like lawyers, doctors, judges, and clerks. This demand stemmed from the fact that English-educated Bengalis in Calcutta held most of the government positions and liberal occupations. The Boses originally came from neighbouring villages near Calcutta, such as Kodalia, Harinavi, and Rajpur.


A Diligent Student

Subhas Chandra Bose was an outstanding student. Throughout his school and university studies, he received top grades. In 1918, he graduated with honours in Philosophy.



From an early age, Subhas shared a strong bond with his mother, who instilled deep love for the country in him. Even as a young boy of 12, he wrote heartfelt letters to his mother, showing immense respect for her. Even later, when he was involved in the fight for India’s independence, he never forgot his mother and often spoke of how much he owed to her. Unlike many political and social reformers, who distanced themselves from their families, Subhas Chandra Bose held his mother and other family members in high regard. This was largely due to the close-knit nature of the Bose family, with Prabhavati and Jankinath Bose at its core.

Jankinath was not only a renowned lawyer but also a respected social reformer. He believed that his children needed an English education to succeed in the future. Consequently, in January 1902, Subhas, along with his five older brothers, was enrolled in the Baptist Mission’s Protestant European School in Cuttack.

The school primarily had students of European or Anglo-Indian background, and English served as the primary medium of instruction. The curriculum included subjects like Latin, the Bible, British history, Geography, and lessons on manners. No Indian vernacular languages were taught. This differed from the Bose household, where only Bengali was spoken. Subhas’s mother, a devout Hindu, regularly worshiped Hindu goddesses like Durga and Kali. She not only sang devotional songs but also shared stories from Ramayana and Mahabharata with her children.

While Jankinath was often occupied with his professional commitments, Prabhavati played a vital role in Subhas’s upbringing. Subash’ s father’s love for English literature influenced many of his sons, but it was Subash’s mother, who nurtured his compassionate spirit, inspiring him to help those in need.

Striking a balancing act

In 1909, at the age of 12, Subhas began attending Ravenshaw Collegiate School in Cuttack, along with his his five brothers. At this school, Subash learned Bengali, Sanskrit, and the Hindu scriptures like the Vedas and Upanishads. While he continued with his Western education, he started to wear Indian clothing and pondered over matters of religion. In a letter to his mother, he mentioned his familiarity with the ideas of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and Swami Vivekananda.
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Ravenshaw Collegiate School was attended by Subhas Chandra Bose

During this time, young Subhas grappled with the conflict between the Indian and Western ways of life. Despite his father’s emphasis on the importance of an English education, Subhas could not disregard the influence of his mother and his teacher, Beni Madhav Das, at Ravenshaw, who instilled in him a love for nature. By the age of 14, he seemed to have resolved this cultural conflict, as evident from a letter to his mother where he acknowledged the significance of honouring the traditions followed by his forefathers.

Despite his internal struggle over culture and lifestyle, Subhas was an intelligent student. In his matriculation exam in 1912, he achieved the second position.

Years in Presidency College
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Main Gate of college attended by Subhas Chandra Bose, Calcutta

By 1913, Subhas Chandra Bose was attending Presidency College, located in Calcutta, as was the tradition then for the upper-caste Hindu men of Bengal. Here, he studied philosophy, which included the thoughts of Kant, Bergson, and Hegel, among others. Subhas felt out of place in college. This was because unlike other students, who also came from wealthy backgrounds and aspired to pass their exams to find good government jobs, Subhas was more spiritual, with well-developed socio-political beliefs.


A Slogan for a Lifetime

Subhas Chandra Bose developed “Jai Hind,” one of India’s most iconic phrases. He also chose Rabindranath Tagore’s Jana Gana Mana as his favoured national anthem.
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Hemanta Kumar Sarkar

Soon, he befriended Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, who became his partner in exploring religious ideas. In 1914, during vacation, they both embarked on an adventure to northern India to find a spiritual guru to guide them. However, Subhas’s family did clearly know about this trip. They thought he had run away. Unfortunately, young Subhas fell sick with typhoid during the trip and subsequently returned home. In the months to follow, Subhas returned to Presidency College to pursue his studies. What followed was a series of events that sealed his fate as a national hero in the years to come.
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Cambridge and Indian National Congress

On 15th September 1919, a young Subhas embarked on his journey to Cambridge, United Kingdom, just a few weeks before the Armistice Agreement marked the end of World War I. At this time, the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre had already occurred, yet the full extent of the tragedy remained unknown to the people of India. Meanwhile, Mahatma Gandhi, emerged as a prominent leader in India’s independence movement, who travelled the country to gauge the public’s response to this tragedy.
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Subhas Chandra Bose in Cambridge in 1919

In England, young Subhas was not deeply affected by the events of the massacre for two reasons. Firstly, he was immersed in his studies, diligently preparing for the Indian Civil Services (ICS) examination. Secondly, the British press of the time presented a convoluted account of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, leaving Indians in England unable to fully grasp the gravity of the situation.

Enrolling at Cambridge University

On 20th October, 1919 Subhas began the application process for the ICS. He listed Lord Sinha of Raipur, Under Secretary of State for India, and Bhupendranath Basu, a prosperous Calcutta lawyer who served on the Council of India in London, as his references. He also sought admission to a college within the University of Cambridge and sought assistance from Indian students and the Non-Collegiate Students Board.

Subhas officially enrolled at the University on 19thNovember, 1919. Simultaneously, he commenced his preparations for the ICS examination. However, he soon realised that the subjects he had chosen were
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