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    Depuis la première édition de Say it With Style, de nombreux ouvrages traitant de l’épreuve d’anglais à tel ou tel concours ont vu le jour. Étant un ouvrage de fond, cette nouvelle édition ne fait que suivre, par quelques modifications ici et là, l’évolution de la langue et de l’actualité en anglais, en utilisant le langage courant des débats économiques, politiques et sociaux. En effet, on ne peut écrire dans une langue étrangère sans posséder non seulement le vocabulaire nécessaire à l’expression des idées, mais aussi les concepts indispensables au développement d’une pensée. Le but de Say it With Style est d’une part de proposer quelques techniques qui aideront l’élève à préciser ses idées, et d’autre part de lui montrer comment reconnaître et mettre en valeur ses propres capacités de perception, surtout lorsqu'il/elle pense, généralement à tort, ne pas avoir d’idées sur un sujet donné. Accessoirement, mais non moins important, étant rédigé en anglais, l’ouvrage lui-même fournit un « bain d’anglais », permettant aux lecteurs et lectrices de se familiariser avec le vocabulaire et un style d’expression qui correspondent à celui du monde de la presse et du débat.


    Say it With Style « Part I » traite de l’essai et des trois éléments fondamentaux nécessaires à sa réussite. Dans le premier chapitre, « Thought », nous invitons l’élève à la réflexion sur deux questions de fond : comment définir une pensée « de qualité » ? où et comment la trouver ? Dans la deuxième partie, « structure », où l’accent est mis sur l’efficacité par rapport à la limite de temps et sur la concision, nous lui proposons un plan et une technique d’argumentation qui lui permettra de renforcer et de nuancer ses idées. Dans la troisième partie, « Expression », nous en venons à la matière première de l’anglais de l’actualité – les mots, phrases et expressions qui suggèrent et colorent les idées, qui transforment une idée banale ou mal exprimée au départ en une réalité vivante et riche. Cette méthode souple, illustrée par de nombreux exemples et suggestions, permettra aux élèves, moyennant un peu de pratique, de réussir cette partie cruciale de l’épreuve où trop souvent, faute de temps, ils/elles n’arrivent pas à terminer leur travail, répondent hors sujet, se perdent dans leur argumentation, ou encore, faute d’idées, n’écrivent que quelques lignes dénuées d’inspiration.


    De même, Say it With Style « Part II » se veut une aide de fond à l’épreuve orale. Au cours de cet entretien, l’élève doit faire la synthèse d’un article de journal ou d’un dialogue enregistré et le commenter : comment structurer cette synthèse, comment trouver et exprimer des idées personnelles ? En nous appuyant sur une analyse globale des sujets d’actualité, nous expliquons comment aborder et organiser l’information, en utilisant des mots et des phrases qui renforcent la clarté du discours, sans oublier la prononciation et quelques règles d’accent tonique. Cette partie se termine par une feuille d’évaluation qui détaille les critères des jurys et permet ainsi à l’élève de savoir concrètement ce qu’on attend de lui.


    Si Say it With Style figure dans la série des « Indispensables », son auteure est néanmoins consciente que le sujet de cet ouvrage, bien loin d’avoir été épuisé, peut être indéfiniment approfondi et/ou développé en vue d’un examen particulier. Aussi invite-t-elle ses lecteurs et lectrices à utiliser ce livre en toute liberté, en leur souhaitant dans l’immédiat la réussite à l’épreuve, et surtout, à plus long terme, de connaître le plaisir que peut procurer un travail en profondeur sur la langue et l’expression de la pensée. Et maintenant...


    a few notes before we begin…


    Say it With Style makes constant use of the vocabulary of the press. Any words we think might be unfamiliar to you are translated in the footnotes, in the order and in the sense we use them in the text. However, since the meaning of a word often varies according to context, the way it is translated also varies. For this reason we encourage you to use a dictionary when writing – an advanced French-English dictionary, or one of the many English-French dictionaries on Internet. Even more important for unfamiliar words is a “monolingual” English-English dictionary. It will give you all the senses of your word in English sentences and in this way you will avoid using it incorrectly – which is the case when you rely only on a translation. The phonetics alphabet is also a “must” in English and is very easy to learn. If you keep a vocabulary notebook, which you should, make sure to indicate the phonetics and especially the stress* of new words. It’s a discipline that will soon pay off*, above all in oral exams.


    Spellings: We have used American spellings… (-or rather than -our, as in behavior, -ize rather than -ise, as in organize). Use whichever you prefer, but be consistent.


    Abbreviations: You will find the following: S or subj (subject), vb (verb), obj (object, complément d’objet direct), sb, sth (somebody, something) and WO (word order).


    Masculine and feminine: For this edition we have retained the practice of using he or she (s/he), him/his or her when speaking of the sexes in general (for example: the candidate should be on time and he or she should have his or her ID card). Though longer (than the traditional, supposedly all-inclusive he form) and ­occasionally awkward, we feel it is the only acceptable way of thinking and writing today. Obviously, in the case mentioned above, we can also use the plural and avoid the problem: candidates should be on time and have their ID cards.


    Enjoy yourselves!

  


  


  
    stress accent tonique – pay off être rentable.
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    This chapter is concerned mostly with words and expressions that will help you to say precisely what you mean – and hopefully, even more than what you thought you meant, because…


    The limits of my language mean the limits of my world.


    Ludwig Wittgenstein, Austrian-British philosopher


    This is what we were talking about in the section on thought – the idea of opening up new worlds to the reader, but also to oneself. Often we have a vague idea, but we can’t pinpoint* exactly what aspect of the idea we’re looking for.


    Most writers are avid dictionary readers for that very reason, and you too should always keep either a dictionary, a thesaurus (see p. 52-53), or a list of interesting words nearby when you write. The way we think is to a great degree a habit, and sometimes we need a new word to shock us out of our habits. The words in the following chapter are the concept words we’ve been talking about, rich in precise mater­ial for thought. Use any two or three in an essay, and it will immediately take on shape* and direction. But use them well. We have translated them briefly below, and many can only be used in the limited context of the ideas indicated. For example, “come up with” is translated as trouver, inventer, because it is only used in the sense of finding ideas, not objects. If you want to master this “advanced” sphere of vocabulary, a good English dictionary will give you the whole story plus the difference in usage between one word and others similar to it (as in the case of abide by, respect, and obey, for example).


    
      ◗1. Verb and noun combinations

    


    Getting to know your way around a language is like getting to know your way around a city. If you want to go to a museum or a hospital, you look at a city map to see which bus or train will get you there. Likewise* in language, if you want to get to a certain noun, you have to find out which verb or verbs will get you there. Nouns and verbs demand precision in hooking up*, otherwise the reader gets lost. We have made up two lists. In the first, we start with the verb and give you the noun, or ­general idea, it takes you to. These are “transitive” verbs, they “transport” you to a noun. In the second list, we begin with a noun and indi­cate the verbs that often follow it. Most of these verbs (except in the case of tran­sitive verbs used passively, such as in the example “consequences are brought about by”) are intransitive, and cannot be followed by a noun. For example, “problems arise” can be followed by “because people are careless”, but not by a noun. However, we can say “carelessness raises a problem” be­cause “raise” is a transitive verb.


    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            abide by*

          

          	
            (Syn. respect) the law, tradition, rules

          
        


        
          	
            achieve*

          

          	
            success, aim, goal, purpose, perfection, ends

          
        


        
          	
            acknowledge*

          

          	
            (Syn. admit) defeat, error, the need for sth

          
        


        
          	
            advocate*

          

          	
            a policy, point of view, doing sth (vb + –ing)

          
        


        
          	
            arouse*

          

          	
            doubt, opposition, hostility, jealousy, public interest

          
        


        
          	
            broaden*

          

          	
            one’s viewpoint, knowledge, range* of choice

          
        


        
          	
            carry out*

          

          	
            (Syn. implement) a project, a plan, an idea

          
        


        
          	
            claim*

          

          	
            one’s rights, a bombing, an assassination

          
        


        
          	
            come to

          

          	
            (Syn. arrive at, reach ) a conclusion, an agreement

          
        


        
          	
            come (in)to

          

          	
            power

          
        


        
          	
            come up with*

          

          	
            (Syn. find) an idea, a solution, a way to do sth

          
        


        
          	
            be committed to*

          

          	
            a cause, an ideal, doing sth

          
        


        
          	
            conduct*

          

          	
            research, a survey, an experiment, a policy

          
        


        
          	
            create

          

          	
            a system, society, problem, conflict, company

          
        


        
          	
            deal with

          

          	
            a situation, conflict, problem, crisis

          
        


        
          	
            demand*

          

          	
            a raise (rise) in salary, improved working conditions

          
        


        
          	
            draw up*

          

          	
            a plan, project, settlement

          
        


        
          	
            encounter*

          

          	
            (Syn. meet up with, run up against) difficulties, obstacles, problems

          
        


        
          	
            encourage

          

          	
            (Syn. foster, further, favor) good relations, science, trade, development

          
        


        
          	
            envisage

          

          	
            (Syn. contemplate) a plan, an arrangement, a future

          
        


        
          	
            exercise

          

          	
            authority, power, influence, one’s rights

          
        


        
          	
            experience

          

          	
            events, difficulties, hardships, growth

          
        


        
          	
            be faced with

          

          	
            (Syn. confront) difficulties, problems

          
        


        
          	
            foresee

          

          	
            the future, problems

          
        


        
          	
            fulfill*

          

          	
            desires, expectations, obligations

          
        


        
          	
            gain

          

          	
            power, importance, knowledge, experience, respect

          
        


        
          	
            get in the way of*

          

          	
            (Syn. hinder) progress, peace, efforts, doing sth

          
        


        
          	
            give rise to*

          

          	
            (Syn. lead to) consequences, conflict, violence

          
        


        
          	
            grant*

          

          	
            permission, aid, funds, a subsidy*

          
        

      
    


    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            hold

          

          	
            an opinion, a position, a meeting

          
        


        
          	
            improve

          

          	
            (Syn. better) conditions, relations, understanding

          
        


        
          	
            launch*

          

          	
            a campaign, a new product

          
        


        
          	
            lay*

          

          	
            the blame for sth on sb, stress, emphasis on sth

          
        


        
          	
            meet, satisfy

          

          	
            standards, needs

          
        


        
          	
            obtain

          

          	
            results

          
        


        
          	
            oppose

          

          	
            a policy, an idea, a solution

          
        


        
          	
            pursue

          

          	
            a goal, career, policy, one’s education

          
        


        
          	
            raise

          

          	
            a question, problem, controversy, an objection, an issue


            prices, salaries, the standard of living, awareness*

          
        


        
          	
            regain*

          

          	
            confidence, equilibrium

          
        


        
          	
            resolve

          

          	
            (Syn. work out, settle) a conflict, dispute, crisis

          
        


        
          	
            seek

          

          	
            an answer, an ideal, understanding, satisfaction, a job

          
        


        
          	
            set up

          

          	
            (Syn. create) a company, business, project

          
        


        
          	
            stress*

          

          	
            (Syn. emphasize) the fact that…, one aspect of

          
        


        
          	
            support

          

          	
            a candidate, political party, person, an idea

          
        


        
          	
            trigger*

          

          	
            a reaction, consequences, violence

          
        


        
          	
            undergo*

          

          	
            (Syn. go through) change, difficulty, a crisis, an ordeal*

          
        


        
          	
            undermine*

          

          	
            efficiency, productivity, chances for success

          
        


        
          	
            uphold

          

          	
            (Syn. defend) an ideal, an idea, a principle

          
        


        
          	
            wage*

          

          	
            war, a campaign against...

          
        


        
          	
            wipe out*

          

          	
            (Syn. put an end to) poverty, prejudice, inequality

          
        


        
          	
            witness*

          

          	
            a change in…, a period, an age, an event

          
        

      
    


    
      ◗2. Noun and verb combinations

    


    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            accidents, events

          

          	
            occur, take place, happen

          
        


        
          	
            anger, violence

          

          	
            flare up*, explode, abate*

          
        


        
          	
            bombs

          

          	
            explode, go off, are set off, are planted

          
        


        
          	
            business

          

          	
            flourishes*, booms, prospers
slackens*, slows down, ­declines

          
        


        
          	
            complications

          

          	
            arise*, are brought about by*

          
        


        
          	
            consequences

          

          	
            are the result of, are brought about by*

          
        


        
          	
            a crisis

          

          	
            arises, develops, subsides*

          
        


        
          	
            danger

          

          	
            threatens*, looms*

          
        


        
          	
            disease, conflict

          

          	
            break(s) out* spread(s)*

          
        


        
          	
            the economy

          

          	
            is looking up*, picking up*, recovering*

          
        


        
          	
            industry

          

          	
            expands*, grows, declines, slackens, slows down

          
        


        
          	
            laws

          

          	
            are passed, enforced*, applied, obeyed, broken

          
        


        
          	
            needs

          

          	
            arise, are brought about by, are satisfied

          
        


        
          	
            prices

          

          	
            rise, go up, increase 
fall, go down, decrease

          
        


        
          	
            problems

          

          	
            arise, are brought about by, are the result of

          
        


        
          	
            production

          

          	
            increases, expands
slackens, slows down, decreases

          
        


        
          	
            projects, plans

          

          	
            are drawn up, carried out, implemented

          
        


        
          	
            requirements

          

          	
            (Syn. demands, needs) are satisfied, met

          
        


        
          	
            science

          

          	
            advances, makes progress, makes strides*

          
        


        
          	
            solutions

          

          	
            involve*, entail*, are worked out*

          
        


        
          	
            standards

          

          	
            are met, achieved

          
        


        
          	
            the standard of living

          

          	
            improves, rises, goes down/up

          
        


        
          	
            war, conflict, violence

          

          	
            breaks out, spreads

          
        

      
    


    
      ◗3. Adjective and noun combinations

    


    There are endless adjectives from which to choose the one that best suits your idea. However, in the domain in which you are working – subjects in the news – there are a few conventional adjective + noun pairs that you should be aware of, simply because they facilitate essay writing. Here are a few to keep in mind. You will find other suggestions on pages 52-53 and throughout this book.


    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            accurate*

          

          	
            description, evaluation, perception

          
        


        
          	
            appalling*

          

          	
            event, example, accident, poverty, misery

          
        


        
          	
            considerable*

          

          	
            change, difference, rise, drop, improvement

          
        


        
          	
            far-reaching*

          

          	
            effects, consequences, impact

          
        


        
          	
            highly

          

          	
            respected, esteemed, motivated

          
        


        
          	
            huge*, tremendous*

          

          	
            strides, progress, advances

          
        


        
          	
            leading*, major

          

          	
            company, figure*, cause for

          
        


        
          	
            passionate

          

          	
            desire, supporter, advocate*

          
        


        
          	
            serious

          

          	
            drawback, disadvantage

          
        


        
          	
            striking

          

          	
            example, comparison

          
        


        
          	
            significant

          

          	
            rise, fall, advantage, change, difference, reason

          
        


        
          	
            underlying*

          

          	
            cause, reason, problem, issue

          
        


        
          	
            valid, non valid

          

          	
            argument, reason, reasoning

          
        


        
          	
            widespread

          

          	
            opinion, problem, dissatisfaction

          
        

      
    


    
      ◗4. Useful expressions

    


    Students always ask for expressions – words and phrases that are “typically English”. And although we agree on principle – it does make things more fun, if your English isn’t really fluent, you risk sounding pretentious, or even ridi­culous, especially if the expression is used in the wrong context. So we have been careful to give you expressions that are fairly safe, either because they are similar to French expressions, or because they are easy to understand as images, and thus easy to use correctly. But use them sparingly* – one or two per essay is enough, particularly those in the second half of the list. We hope you’ll enjoy this little trip on another continent.


    • It’s an open question, a debatable* question. There’s a lot to discuss, ­there’s not one right answer.


    • It’s wishful thinking* to believe the world will ever be at peace.


    • There’s no point in* arguing against Europe, it’s here to stay.


    • If you don’t see the forest for the trees, you’re blinded* by detail, by short-term considerations.


    • If you have insight* into situations, problems, or people, you see into them (in-sight), you have a good understanding of them.


    • If you want to make the most of your opportunities, you take full advantage of them. For example, if you go to an English-speaking country, you speak only English all the time.


    • I once had a teacher who said you could judge a country’s level of civilization on the basis of  how it treated old people and criminals. This is the sort of thing you remember, so I’m passing it on to you.


    • For the sake of * future generations, we have to clean up the environment. For safety’s sake, for the sake of your own lives, please drive carefully.


    • When a person says “if you run into difficulty, just call me”, he or she doesn’t mean that you’ll be jogging and hit a tree. You can guess the meaning when we say: E.U. plans run into difficulty because Member States have differ­ent points of view.


    • When we take things at face value, we only look at them superficially. For example, to say a child isn’t very clever just because he or she doesn’t do well in school, would be to take the child’s grades* at face value. Such an attitude doesn’t address* several underlying issues. It only looks on the face of * things.


    • Politicians often pay lip-service* to ideas. They talk, but neither believe nor do what they say.


    • They try to pull the wool over our eyes. They tell us small and big lies.


    • Government officials* hush up* scandals when they don’t want the public to hear about them.


    • However, journalists often stir up* trouble, because it’s their job to deal with facts.


    • Good politicians are willing to fight tooth and nail* to achieve their aims.


    • They don’t just take things sitting down. They stand up for* what they ­believe in.


    • Such people push for laws. They don’t give in to* opposition, they fight tooth and nail to get what they want.


    • Another way of saying this is that they stick to* their guns. The environment minister believes in her cause, and she sticks to her guns. She doesn’t throw in the towel, or accept defeat, at the slightest provocation.


    • You find many brilliant people in political circles, in the political milieu.


    • Some politicians are not interested in the public good, they just want to be top dog.


    • Many, but not all, come from the upper crust*, the highest social class.


    • Left-wing parties put a spoke* in the wheels* of the right, and vice versa.


    • The fire that destroyed the old theatre turned out to be a blessing* in dis­guise. The new arts center is beautiful and attracts a much wider public.


    • If a member of a religious group criticizes the group’s beliefs, it’s one thing, but if an outsider criticizes them, it’s another kettle of fish. We can also say, it’s another ball-game, which means the same thing.


    • Becoming bilingual is an ongoing task, you’re doing it now and will be continuing to do so in the future. Trying to achieve peace in the Middle East is another example of an ongoing task.


    
      ◗5. Articulating thoughts: “directional signals”

    


    You probably remember our speaking about a thought that moves along pathways, in space. This is why we need words and phrases that specify the articulation of a thought and forewarn* the reader as to the direction you are about to take. Are you leading from cause to effect? Are you stopping at an intersection and turning into a contrary argument? Speeding ahead with added information? Shooting back* into the past, forward into the future?


    All this, your reader is glad to know in advance. It enables him or her to anticipate your thought, to


    

    

    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        

      
    


    

    
      
        

        

        
      

      
        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        

      
    


    

    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        

      
    


    

    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        

      
    


    

    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        

      
    


    

    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        

      
    


    

    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        

      
    


    

    

    

    

    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        

      
    


    

    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        

      
    


    

    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        

      
    


    

    
      
        

        
      

      
        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        


        
          	
            
          

          	
            
          
        

      
    


    
      ◗6. Verb or adjective + preposition combinations

    


    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
      ◗7. Style and elegance

    


    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
      ◗8. Spelling
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