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        For our beloved Thoth and Isis, and the pantheon who have enfolded us in their magic, who continue to uplift us, and whose love for all humankind is the inspiration behind this book.
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      “These bountiful and timely teachings bring the ancient mysteries into modern day relevance. When we see divinity as a way of life, all of the natural world becomes a part of divine consciousness. The rites of passage and initiations provide direct access to new dimensions that are just now being articulated in physics and cell biology.”

      JOAN BORYSENKO, PH.D., AUTHOR OF
7 PATHS TO GOD AND THE 
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
MINDING THE BODY, MENDING THE MIND

      “The Union of Isis and Thoth is a fine distillation of Nicki Scully and Normandi Ellis’s work defining the essential characteristics of the neteru, and they share their guidance for building temples and the invocation of these divine beings. This excellent book with beautiful photos and illustrations offers their shared path for housing the divine in the world, amazingly in a pure and simple text that comes from very high places.”

      BARBARA HAND CLOW, AUTHOR OF
THE MIND CHRONICLES: A VISIONARY 
GUIDE INTO PAST LIVES
AND REVELATIONS OF THE RUBY CRYSTAL

      “This is a fabulous book—a treasure. It begins with cautionary information about metaphysical practice and proceeds through a sweeping overview of the gods of ancient Egypt, revealing that the origin of the ancient word for a divine being—neter—and the root of the Coptic word netjer, meaning “god,” etymologically become the English word nature. This book is a rich resource destined to become a classic.”

      HANK WESSELMAN, PH.D., ANTHROPOLOGIST AND

COAUTHOR OF 
AWAKENING TO THE SPIRIT WORLD

      “Postmodern Priestesses Nicki and Normandi have crafted a book for temple builders of the future, to teach us the ancient mysteries and open the gates of wisdom embedded in the living gods and goddesses of Egypt. Thoth and Isis have offered this vision to these authors, who share with our desecrated world a vision of planetary renewal.”

      ALEX GREY AND ALLYSON GREY,

ARTISTS AND COAUTHORS OF NET OF 
BEING

      “The esoteric tradition has long held that the initiate is a temple, and thus the purpose of initiation is to prepare that human temple for a greater influx of the Divine. The Union of Isis and Thoth teaches us how to make that initiatory temple real within ourselves. The inner journeys through which they lead us are beautiful and visceral. The magic is potent. The Mysteries are revealed by experienced teachers. Let this book help you realize the union of Heaven and Earth in the place where they have always met: the sacred temple of the self.”

      M. ISIDORA FORREST, AUTHOR OF
ISIS MAGIC AND OFFERING 
TO ISIS

      “The authors have written a rich shamanic tapestry that eloquently weaves the sacred threads of Thoth’s wisdom into the high magic and love of Queen Isis. Enter and explore the initiations presented in this book through the union of these two amazing energies.”

      LINDA STAR WOLF, PH.D., FOUNDER OF

VENUS RISING ASSOCIATION FOR 
TRANSFORMATION AND

COAUTHOR OF SHAMANIC MYSTERIES OF EGYPT

      “. . . an invitation to forge a deep, meaningful, and direct relationship with the pantheon and your inner sanctuary from a place of equanimity: eye-to-eye, peer-to-peer, divine-to-divine. Perhaps your best friend, divine partner, and staunch ally resides within these pages. Once you are reunited your life is forever changed.

      DANIELLE RAMA HOFFMAN, AUTHOR OF
THE TEMPLES OF LIGHT AND THE 
COUNCIL OF LIGHT

      “Normandi and Nicki’s combined and deep wisdom of ancient Egypt and its pantheon weave a portal of initiation through magic and ritual. This book is a must have!”

      KATHRYN RAVENWOOD, AUTHOR OF
HOW TO CREATE SACRED WATER

      “The Union of Isis and Thoth is a unique gift to all those questing for the essence of mystical Egypt. It is the essential guide of practical wisdom delivered from the mind of Thoth to a waiting world.”

      NAOMI OZANIEC, AUTHOR OF THE BREATH OF ISIS

      “The Union of Isis and Thoth is yet another gem which causes me to stop every few pages and think with delighted envy: I didn’t know that!”

      ALAN RICHARDSON, AUTHOR OF THE INNER GUIDE TO EGYPT
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      FOREWORD

      SANDRA INGERMAN

      I felt honored when Normandi Ellis and Nicki Scully invited me to write the foreword to The Union of Isis and Thoth: Magic and Initiatory Practices of Ancient Egypt. I am such a fan of their work.

      As many modern people do, I hold a fascination with the ancient Egyptian traditions. I associate the ancient Egyptians with engaging in a deep spiritual belief system that not only created powerful and magnificent pyramids and statues but also led to a life filled with magic.

      In the late 1980s I found myself facing a challenging decision. I decided to go on a vision quest in the high desert of New Mexico to fast, sit, and pray for life guidance. After three days of sitting in the hot desert sun and fasting with neither food nor water, I fell asleep. In my dreams I received a vision. During the night the Egyptian goddess Isis came to me and introduced herself as my new spiritual teacher, saying she would teach me how to return beauty and harmony to the world we live in.

      After working with Isis for many years, an opportunity led me to bring a group to Egypt in 1998, and then again in 1999. What struck me in visiting the ancient sites, temples, and pyramids was how they are still so inspirited by the ancient gods and goddesses. It is not that once there were gods and goddesses who lived in these temples—they are still there.

      The gods and goddesses of ancient Egypt as well as all the ancestral spirits have much wisdom to share and impart to us to help us face the challenges of our modern world. By working with them, we will find them guiding us, bringing balance and healing to our lives and the world so that we leave a healthy planet for our descendants.

      Many of my students meet a variety of Egyptian gods and goddesses in the invisible realms when they do shamanic practices. They show up in people’s shamanic journeys and in nighttime dreams as spirit teachers who share healing, wisdom, and guidance. They have much to teach us about reconnecting with the power and laws of nature, and they are exceedingly generous with the teachings that are so important for all of us living in today’s world.

      My work with Isis as a spiritual teacher in my journeys led me to the brilliant work of Normandi Ellis and Nicki Scully. I eagerly read Normandi’s books Dreams of Isis: A Woman’s Spiritual Sojourn and Awakening Osiris: The Egyptian Book of the Dead. And in the course of my travels to Egypt I was introduced to Nicki Scully, whom I was so delighted to meet because of her immense intuitive gifts and her abundant knowledge of the Egyptian mysteries, some of which she has shared in her works Becoming An Oracle: Connecting to the Divine Source for Information and Healing; Shamanic Mysteries of Egypt: Awakening the Healing Power of the Heart (coauthored by Linda Star Wolf); and The Anubis Oracle: A Journey into the Shamanic Mysteries of Egypt (coauthored by Linda Star Wolf and illustrated by Kris Waldherr).

      Normandi Ellis and Nicki Scully are two powerful and intuitive women who have devoted their life’s work to keeping the knowledge of the ancient Egyptians alive. They are experienced and trustworthy guides who light our way as we reconnect with an ancient tradition that is steeped in knowledge that helps us unlock the greater mysteries of life. Their vision in writing this book is to bring forth words that can inspire the magic that has been lost.

      In their passion for writing this book, Normandi and Nicki were determined to use their knowledge and experience of ancient Egypt and their relationships with the gods and goddesses, called the neteru, to find solutions to the problems that currently challenge us to heal ourselves, our communities, and planet Earth. They hope that by sharing their knowledge and specific spiritual practices with you, it will contribute to bringing balance, wholeness, and holiness back into our world.

      We live at a time when we are dealing with a state of imbalance, both personally and collectively. Yet, as Normandi and Nicki tell us, in ancient Egypt even small children grew up knowing they were alive to serve ma’at, cosmic truth and justice, the balance and harmony of the universe. Now more than ever we need to learn these valuable practical tools to regain a state of balance and to improve the quality of our lives in ways that will be mirrored back to us by the outer world.

      In their eighteen years of leading Egyptian Mystery School retreats and in their six co-led tours in Egypt, Normandi and Nicki have compiled a wealth of tools to help people actualize their highest potential and sacred purpose. This book is the result of the spiritual marriage of Egypt’s two highest magicians, Isis and Thoth, as represented by Normandi and Nicki. They explain how the Egyptian goddess of writing, Seshet, instructed them in how to build an etheric temple on Nicki’s land in Oregon in order to honor the family of neteru in a way similar to how they were honored thousands of years ago. Thus began their mystery school in 1997. Many neteru wanted to be recognized in that etheric temple, and Nicki and Normandi introduce you to each of them here so that you will get to know them, so that you can decide for yourself who you wish to dedicate your adytum to, the adytum being your spiritual inner heart temple, the building of which is the main purpose of this book.

      As you read The Union of Isis and Thoth, you will be led through a series of brilliant, easy-to-follow guided visualizations and shamanic journeys that take you through the process and rituals required for building and dedicating your adytum. Also included are instructions on how to create hymns and invocations, instructions on the importance of working ethically as you engage in your spiritual work, and suggestions and methods for using clairsentience and other senses that naturally reawaken when practicing this level of ancient Egyptian magic. There is such a wealth of material shared in this book; the list of practices containing an abundance of wisdom goes on and on!

      Normandi’s ability to read hieroglyphs and her translations of the Egyptian Book of the Dead combine with Nicki’s deep, catalyzing ability to deliver a wealth of information in this book of guided shamanic journeys to bring you an extraordinary wealth of knowledge and experience. The authors understand and have been able to convert the ancient instructions into activities that will assist you in your personal life and in being of service to Earth and to the entire web of life. In this way Normandi and Nicki have done an extraordinary job of bringing together both scholarly and intuitive information and insights, taking you deeply into practices that will change your life and the world you live in. This book has been eighteen years in the making, and it certainly is now time for you to uncover the gems that are shared by the authors here.

      Both Normandi and Nicki are passionate in their commitment to exploring and weaving together the threads of the great mysteries of Egypt into a vibrant and rich tapestry of ancient wisdom for us to gaze at. They are compassionate women who care deeply about people and the future of the planet.

      Prepare for a spectacular and insightful odyssey as you read and dive into the adventure ahead.

      SANDRA INGERMAN, M.A., is a renowned shamanic teacher who gives workshops internationally on shamanic journeying, healing, and soul retrieval. An award-winning author of ten books, including Soul Retrieval, Walking in Light, and Speaking with Nature (with Llyn Roberts), she lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

    

  
    
      PREFACE

      HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

      The magic that was Egypt was created through an understanding of the cosmic order of the universe, which modern schools call natural law, and which ancient Egyptians knew as the goddess Ma’at. We hear natural law mentioned often today in terms of affirmations and abundance thinking. Natural law is the basis of all life, so it behooves us to better understand how best to use nature’s laws and the ways natural law has been misapplied in the past.

      Most of us will agree that power has a way of creeping into ego-centered interactions with others to try to control them. One well-known incident of the abuse of esoteric knowledge was by Adolf Hitler, who worked with occultists to practice remote viewing and to manipulate energies for Hitler’s and his community’s advantage. Although other esoteric groups engaged in trying to counter those activities, Hitler and others before and after him distorted the ancient wisdom for personal gain. Because of the many historical abuses, both political and personal, there is sometimes an innate distrust of things related to alchemy, shamanism, magic, and the occult. In addition to concerns regarding the misuse of just about every form of “mystical” power in writings, schools, and circles throughout the world, many people have expressed their fears to us around consequences related to past deeds, even those that happened thousands of years ago, in former lifetimes. In such situations we have tried to help these people neutralize their fears, usually by helping them accept the lessons that they were meant to learn at the time.

      The groups we take to Egypt often discover that our reunion, for the most part, was preordained, and many of us remember having worked together in the ancient past. Thankfully, we most often find this to be a joyful reunion, celebratory and fortuitous. We have, however, heard from others who are still coming to grips with abused and misdirected power, and how that affected the group dynamic in negative ways. In this light, we feel it is important to reiterate what we understand to be the rules of the game; that is, of life itself.

      Everything in the universe is governed by natural law, spun out from the body of the divine at the moment of the conception of the universe. These many cosmic laws are mathematical and scientific as well as philosophical. You can’t ask a god to do something contrary to a divine or natural law—they simply won’t do it. You can’t make Earth spin backward. The law of attraction means that you will draw energies to yourself equal to the energies that you put forth. Every action has a reaction; that is known as the law of cause and effect. That is what a metaphysician aims toward—a particular effect. Any action we take will have a consequence; we hope it will be in the direction of our clear and loving intention.

      Any discussion of metaphysical ethics needs to include a discussion of the use of discernment. One needs to be in control and conscious at all times so that a door to some unknown or negative energy or spirit is not unintentionally left open. One needs to be discerning about the forces one chooses to work with. You have the right at any time to say, “The door is closed to this or any particular energy or being.” Be aware that some people are more sensitive to psychic vibrations and spiritual energies than others. Every person receives them differently. If you are not accustomed to working with entities from other realms, remember that just because a being doesn’t have a body doesn’t mean it’s someone you want to hang out with (something we think was first said by Ram Dass).

      This brings up the possibility that you may consciously invoke an entity that happens to be one you are not familiar with, and you might be met with surprises you won’t appreciate. For example, when you encounter a spirit entity or neter (Egyptian deity) that you are unfamiliar with in this book, you might want to spend some time getting to know that being, and perhaps doing some research on your own. You will want to be totally familiar with the deities or spirit entities you choose to work with.

      There is often a generational piece of karma that gets carried forward, and we must learn how to break the cycle with impeccability. At this time nearly everything we’ve done as a planetary culture is backfiring, and it can’t be reconciled until everyone is aware of the karmic dictum of free will, which expresses that actions must be performed without doing harm to self, others, or the planet.

      When people who are not in their full integrity attempt to work in other realms, they do harm and often get burned themselves, which brings us to the first rule: Do what thou will as long as you do nothing to harm anyone, including yourself. In all magical work, we are manipulating reality. Therefore, we have to address the consequences prior to everything we say or do. Be precise, consider the consequences, and use your intelligence. Step away from opinions and judgments. When you do the work of this book, you act in concert with the entire Egyptian pantheon. This work requires stepping up to the plate by taking complete and impeccable responsibility.

      Free will is a gift from the gods who some say created the experiment of consciousness in humans on our planet. Unfortunately, some of us down here tend to direct unconscious energies and actions toward one another and ourselves. At the very least this leads to misunderstanding and confusion; at worst, it leads to war, injustice, or suicide—personal or cultural. Misused free will and misguided use of resources has created a planetary karma we are hard-pressed to escape. We must pause to consider every word and action. It would be a good idea for us all to broaden our scope of vision to include the solutions before we create collateral damage, even though our initial intentions may be lovingly shortsighted.

      In any circumstance you have a choice. To choose not to do something is also a choice. The gods who infused us with consciousness understood that humans probably would make mistakes and misuse their free will; and so it is that the choices we have made have led us to our current precipice. We still have the choice to respond with compassion or with anger or fear, and no one can take that choice away from us. How you choose to respond, in essence, determines your karma, and as we can see every time we turn on the television or pick up a newspaper, the repercussions are vast and in many cases devastating. Your actions will not necessarily keep a bad thing from happening to you—it is your resistance to the event that causes the suffering. Loved ones will still die; we will still have accidents and experience problems with money—those are facts of life. However, your ability to accept whatever situation comes your way allows you to create a reality that you might prefer even as negative circumstances touch you. You are not necessarily responsible for what happens around you, only for your reaction—or lack thereof.

      When you are working in the astral world you really need to have your radar on. The collective unconscious, which is composed of the sum total of our cultural and individual thoughts, expectations, projections, fears, etc., is a realm we need to be equipped to enter and be vigilant about in the process. That preparation comes from all of our experiences in consciously managing any negative thought forms that we encounter in our daily lives.

      When we speak of the metaphysical construct that “thoughts are things,” understand that the collective unconscious—everybody’s thoughts—are all those things. That’s why it is incumbent on each of us to be responsible for all of our thoughts, and to be able to discern when a negative energy is being projected toward us or coming from us. If you find yourself in an environment that is detrimental to your mental or physical health, try to remove yourself from it whenever possible. That is the quickest way to transmute negativity before affirming any change or transformation. The law of environment also determines that things that have concluded their usefulness need to be thanked and put away or passed on; otherwise they become clutter, collecting dust and negative thought forms. That is also why you will want to refresh your temple and your altars, especially if others are coming and going in and around them.

      As you work through the processes in this book, we ask that you look within yourself and discern whether you are ready to perform the temple rites, initiations, and practices offered here, or whether this work is even appropriate for you at this time. The main issue is your own comfort level in the material. A positive expectation will create the most successful outcome. If fear is an issue for you, you might find the “Transforming Fear—A shamanic journey with Anubis” helpful in dealing with any fears that may arise. It is available free at 
www.shamanicjourneys.com, and is also published in Nicki Scully and Mark Hallert’s book Planetary Healing: Spirit Medicine for Global Transformation.1

      What creates problems for the average person is that the gods gave us the ability to exercise free will. The natural law of free will is what allows us to choose the pattern and path of our lives. It also is connected to the law of cause and effect and the law of karma. They often appear as one big bundle. So what do you do when you are confronted with the results of a choice that you made in the past? You can’t refuse to pay a karmic debt. The most important thing is that you understand the consequences of your previous actions. You cannot have harmed someone and not expect to be harmed yourself. That is the law of reciprocity. One of the things you may not realize when this payback event is happening to you is that this life’s consequence may be related to an action from a much earlier time, even from a previous lifetime. In terms of cosmic time, the payback may be just a blip on the screen, a bounce-back; it’s just that you are living inside a different time and space when you experience it. You are better off making and keeping an agreement to improve yourself rather than trying to avoid paying the consequences. Lately it appears to us that often karmic payback has become much more immediate—in much the same way that time seems to be speeding up for many of us.

      Heka (magic) is just heka. Magic is the nuclear energy of the ancient Egyptians. You can use magic for ill, or you can try to do something beneficial with it. Remember, though, if you are not putting Ma’at and Thoth into the mix, you are not going to succeed in making a successful transition out of the dilemma of your karmic situation. In finding right relationship and right action, you will come to understand it. The law of love is the only way you can heal it.*1

      There will always be people who will want to access the mysteries in order to misuse them, and there will always be those who are attracted to the mysteries yet fear them. If your mind is filled with negative thoughts, the mysteries will be closed to you. Our job is to keep our message positive and let people know that they are responsible for their own thoughts and actions. Our intention in writing this book is for healing, for self-understanding, for the love of humanity, and for accessing the highest wisdom for the protection of planet Earth and its beings. We also are dedicated to remembering and reinvigorating the lost arts of Egyptian magic, and the truths that meant so much to the ancient priesthood that they carved and built them in such a way that they believed they wouldn’t ever be lost or forgotten. We believe those reading this book will have similar intentions.

    

  
    
      INTRODUCTION

      UNEARTHING THE TEMPLE AT A 
ZEP TEPI MOMENT

      This book began with a phone call between two strangers, priestesses of ancient Egypt who live halfway across the country from each other. Within the space of a few minutes, we felt that we were already connected through Thoth and Isis to the great work of the ancient world. These questions, among many, lay before us: How and why should we bring forward the ancient magic that created the great submerged temples of Alexandria and all of the other buried or desecrated sacred sites, from Aswan to Cairo? Why does it seem so important at this time? What causes the depth of sadness and grief we feel when confronted with the loss of these ancient monuments?

      Everyone on this planet seems to have within the deep recesses of their brains a vestigial memory of a time when our lives were given over to matters of such importance that temples were built for the divine to house the work we and they were doing. We saw ourselves and our lives as integral not only to the life of the planet and the community, but to the life of the gods. In our mad-dash, multitasking modern lives we’ve forgotten the reasons for our existence, and thus we’ve let the gods and the goddesses become diminished. We seem to exist in Plato’s allegorical cave, observing shadows on the wall as if they were our real lives. Our cultural obsession with the images on the television screen seems to be one of the most obvious of the shadow realities. For this reason we often don’t perceive the true spiritual reality of what we are immersed in; we just watch the shadows and imagine we are seeing all there really is. The phantom existence that remains with us appears shallow, hollow, and empty and will only continue the trajectory of greed, materialism, and consumerism that is leading to the destruction of our precious world. When we no longer see the mountains and the trees as sacred, when we destroy them by blowing off the tops of the mountains and claiming them as “eminent domain,” we devalue the god force of the natural world, and we devalue the gods. We also alter the oxygen balance on the planet, our planetary lungs, literally suffocating ourselves as we kill the forests.

      We humans in our arrogance see ourselves as gods, and yet we are working with only half the equation. If you were to go to a Native American Church peyote ceremony, you would see a very simple altar that deftly represents the great mystery. It is a semi-circle built of sand, which represents the material world in which we live our physical lives. The other half of the circle, which represents the spirit world, is implied—it is hidden, unseen, below the surface, yet equally important. Until we embrace the whole of who we are and return to equilibrium and balance, we are not playing with a full deck.

      Scholar, philosopher, and leader of the human potential movement Jean Houston reminds us of the powerful potential for transformation that each person possesses. “I firmly believe,” she says, “that all human beings have access to extraordinary energies and powers. Judging from accounts of mystical experience, heightened creativity, or exceptional performance by athletes and artists, we harbor a greater life than we know.”1

      The symbol of the mound of earth in the Egyptian tradition is the plinth, the foundation on which all temples are built. This is ma’at, the cosmic order. As in the peyote tipi altar, you only see one side of the plinth. The other side is on the spiritual plane; it also represents the cosmic order, natural law, and the foundation of the universe. On a wall in the ancient Egyptian temple at Abydos there is an image of Seti I offering to the goddess Ma’at, goddess of divine order, balance, morality, truth, reality, and justice, an image of Ma’at in his cupped hand. His intention is to say, “This is the order and balance given to me as pharaoh, and I give it back to you, having changed it not one bit.”2
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        Fig. I.1. Seti offering Ma’at in his hand. Illustration by 
Erin Alaina Schroth.
      

      Though they could have built dams to prevent the Nile from flooding, as was done in the twentieth century, the ancient Egyptians were given an order by the gods not to dam the free-flowing Nile because its annual flooding was a natural process that regenerated the fields and fed the people. The surge of water during flood season even helped carry the stones used to build or repair temples downstream to the locations where they were needed.

      Every temple in Egypt is erected on the foundation of ma’at, and the idea was that the human temple, the adytum, should also be built with the same attention to cosmic order, preservation, and dedication to divine purpose: as above, so below.

      We cannot fully bring back the original knowledge of the ancient Egyptians as it was so carefully laid out in temples long ago. Most of those places are now buried in the sand, were flooded by the sea, or were torn apart to build a later pharaoh’s monument or the mosques of Cairo. Our attempt in writing this book, therefore, is to bring forth the words that can best inspire the magic that has been lost. In so doing, it is our hope and spiritual intention that we can contribute to bringing balance, wholeness, and holiness back to our world.

      
        ZEP TEPI

        The image of a submerged temple would not be all that unfamiliar to the ancient Egyptian, who often found temples, houses, and his way of life entirely flooded by the Nile. He found the physical world, i.e., the mud of the river, left behind when the waters receded. It became his task to plow the fields, to clear away the mud from the houses and temples, and to resanctify the land and his life after such destruction in order to begin anew. And so it is that we try to regenerate this sacred temple framework of the Egyptians.

        We are engaged in a kind of Zep Tepi moment. By that we refer to the ancient Egyptian celebration of the flood, a celebration that lasted an entire season, almost four months, in which the melting snowcaps of Mt. Kilimanjaro and the monsoons of Ethiopia in the heart of Africa simultaneously converged in the Nile River Basin, creating the annual flood, an occasion known as Zep Tepi. The translation of Zep Tepi is “the First Time,” referring to the cosmic Creation event, the creation of the world by flood, or the cosmic soup before the world was spoken into being.3 We are experiencing the emergence of a new spiritual existence in our current world, which has become flooded by materialism and the detritus that is left in our lives. This emergence is indeed an emergency!

        We know that every moment is a new beginning, and no moment is ever repeated in exactly the same way. We have no assurance that the magic we experience now in the creation of our inner temples is equal to that which was experienced by the ancient Egyptian magi. We can only move forward, following the signs and synchronicities that are there for anyone who chooses to be observant, to see the world as it is outside of Plato’s cave.

        We can and will try to, as best we can, convey our experience of temple consecration and temple building on both the spiritual and the physical planes. Building and consecrating the inner temple is but one part of the work and is complemented by the rites, initiations, and work that is performed by the person within the sacred confines of the temple. It is only through your personal experience that you will fully comprehend this offering.

      

    

  
    
      1

      BUILDING THE MOON TEMPLE

      To the ancient mind, the entire natural world was divine. All of Earth’s elements and creatures were divine beings that emerged from the heart and tongue of the primal creative force. Whether you call that creative force Ptah or Atum or Neith, the construct is the same. Nature and neter are the same energy. The neteru, the pantheon of Egyptian gods and goddesses, include all of the representations of life itself. They were named for their qualities by the people in each community, so, for example, we have Ptah in Memphis, Atum in Cairo, Thoth in Hermopolis, Neith in Sais, Khnum in Aswan, and Amun in Luxor. All were emblematic of the creative force of the cosmos. The entire pantheon merged into a common understanding when Lower Egypt joined Upper Egypt around the time of Narmer, who was traditionally seen as the first pharaoh of the Two Lands, the Black Land (North, or Lower) and the Red Land (South, or Upper). Those communities carried with them the sacred names of their divinities, and their various talents, which is how you get such similar yet unique Creation myths from gods with different names.

      It is akin to the natural harmony found in Native American and other indigenous cultures around the world that honor the inherent powers, gifts, and attributes of the natural world. For example, there are tribes that honor the bear, the eagle, the turtle, etc. The ancient Egyptians observed their natural world and gave animal heads to human bodies to denote the natural principles that their gods and goddesses conveyed. Many pantheistic traditions also uphold the natural divine powers through anthropomorphism and animism.

      One of the reasons the Egyptian gods and goddesses have animal heads on human bodies or human heads on animal bodies is to demonstrate the idea that everything has consciousness. We humans tend to think of ourselves as the only sentient beings, but sentience exists throughout the natural world. A divine being such as Hapi, the god of the Nile who is represented with a blue human body containing both male and female parts, with flowers growing out of his head, exhibits the intelligences of the plant kingdom, of water, and of man and woman and their interdependence.

      Anthropomorphism as commonly defined today is a misinterpretation of the truth of the esoteric maxim “As above, so below.” To say that we are gods could be a statement of great arrogance, and yet, as we will learn, the gods live within us because we have a spark of their divinity within us. God neither looks exactly like us, nor looks exactly like an animal. God is within us, and the ability of the divine to maneuver through us and through the world has variously changing faces. For example, the god Khonsu, a moon god intricately connected with Thoth, also a masculine moon god, is shown with many faces according to the function of the moment, just as the moon has many phases in its cycle. Thoth, our primary teacher and guide, is a shape-shifter who, although quite regal and solemn when appropriate, tends toward the comedic. He is as likely to show himself to us wearing a top hat and tails and blowing smoke rings from a fine cigar as he is wearing the traditional accoutrements of his role as the teacher and mediator of the gods. One of his Egyptian hallmarks is his sense of humor, whereas the Greeks, who called him Hermes, appreciated his hermaphroditic qualities. Regardless of what tradition or description, the age-old principles that are represented by Thoth connote wisdom, intellect, and the highest manifestation of divine intelligence.

      The gods are important to us now because they embody certain higher principles and are the spiritual exemplars and way-showers who can give us the guidance we need and can help us find appropriate solutions to our personal problems and the problems of the world. We know we are born of stardust, a fact confirmed by science. What will help us understand our place in the universe is the recognition that the principles embodied by the gods are intelligent, conscious entities without the constraints of physical form. If we are open to direct communication with the spirit world in its myriad gifts and its knowledge, we will find trustworthy, dependable direction. The trick, of course, is how to make these connections and how to build the trust required to pay attention, an ability that is ultimately the coin of the realm. Attention is also the highest form of gratitude, and except for when we make specific requests through prayer, it is the most important offering we have to give.*2

      In the ancient world the temple was central to the life of the community. Everything that happened within the community—the baking of bread, the feeding of animals, the production of wine and perfume and incense and scrolls, and the building of structures—all these activities were intended to benefit the divine, and humans partook of the by-products of the service of attending to the divine. In our Western culture, for most people the church or temple is an afterthought, a building visited only one day a week, if that, and for just an hour or two. That’s what makes the religion of Islam in Egypt even now similar to the ancient ways. The Muslim man prays five times a day, similar to the ancient Egyptian rites occurring at sunrise, morning, noon, afternoon, sunset, and evening.

      Once you recognize the intelligence of the spirit world, it is possible to see that same spark of intelligence in all the natural forms around us. The churches of most faiths convey an interpretation of a sign or symbol, with many layers of meaning. So, for example, the dove carries with it the signature of peace and innocence; the chalice signifies the spiritual well from which we drink, the common cup of a communal rite, and the womb of the divine feminine. Certainly, many more people than just the two of us have seen and experienced the gods speaking through various plants, animals, birds, and other forms of nature. It is part of the miracle and magic that surrounds us even in what seems to be our darkest hour.

      The ancient temples were built as a reflection to their source in the stars. According to Hermes Trismegistus, the Thrice-Greatest Hermes, whom the Egyptians knew as Thoth, “Egypt was built in the image of heaven.”1 The natural world is a living construction, and the temples are built of sacred materials. The rocks and the stones contain divine properties and when enlivened through magic become divine embodiments, as well as homes for the gods that inhabit them. The human body is also a temple built of divine materials.*3

      
        THE BUILDING AND CONSECRATION OF SACRED TEMPLES

        There are a number of consecrated Egyptian temples functioning throughout the world today. Among them are Clonegal Castle in Ireland, where Lady Olivia Robertson and her brother, Laurence Durdin-Robertson, created exquisite chapels dedicated to various goddesses by transforming the dungeons of an Irish castle. Other examples of physical temples are Isis Oasis, built by Lady Loreon Vigne, in Geyserville, California; and the Temple of Goddess Spirituality, dedicated to Sekhmet, near Las Vegas, Nevada. These temples and many lyceums established through the Fellowship of Isis teach the Egyptian mysteries and prepare clergy. These temples differ from the Moon Temple of Thoth on Nicki’s land in Oregon in that they have an actual architectural presence, whereas the Moon Temple of Thoth at this time exists only on the etheric plane (with the exception of Thoth’s teaching chapel, which is a converted hayloft). Yet the instructions for building all these consecrated Egyptian temples came directly from Source.

        As we move through this book, we will offer the instructions that were given to us for creating a communal spiritual structure that is a modern temple, i.e., for building an adytum, an innermost shrine, and for consecrating our physical forms as vessels suitable for the God Source. Our main purpose is to share what has been given to us from Source, so that if you have the space and the desire to do so, you will be able to build and consecrate your own etheric temple, as well as a sacred in-dwelling adytum and a naos, a shrine box that contains the living statue of the divine being.

        We become co-creators by allowing the divine to come forward and use us as a tool and a mind fit for co-creating a more spiritual life on this planet for as long as we are here—and perhaps beyond that. We aim to make ourselves worthy vessels. We see the work as being similar to creating nested boxes or containers of magic, much like the image of nested Russian dolls or, if you are mathematically inclined, like the Fibonacci sequence in which the core and prima materia are a pattern for the whole. In the Cairo Museum are the nested shrines and sarcophagi of Tutankhamun that, through their magical inscriptions and guardian neteru, create a kind of orgone machine, a device to collect the chi energy of the times. The idea of living inscriptions and intentional creation for the afterlife was part of ensuring the continuity of the ancient wisdom of Egypt in all planes of existence.

        In ancient Egypt the temple was a permanent structure intended to be used by countless thousands of people in future generations, because the work of the neteru endures in timelessness. Recognizing that the natural world was already a part of the divine body, the ancient architects used the energies inherent in the native limestone, quartzite, granite, gold, obsidian, calcite, and other precious metals and stones. Even the colors with which they painted their columns were sacred materials imbued with magical properties: crushed malachite for green abundance and growth; crushed red carnelian for the energetic life force (the blood of Isis, the dress of Sekhmet); crushed turquoise for the bodies of the sky and river gods and goddesses; and lapis lazuli, its deep indigo flecked with gold, to symbolize the starry night sky and the deep wisdom that is inherent in the firmament.
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          Fig. 1.1. Nested layers of
Tutankhamun’s burial
chamber. Illustration by
Karen Klein.
        

        According to philosopher of ancient cultures Jeremy Naydler, in his book Temple of the Cosmos, all of the temples built in Egypt were part of a single complex that reflected our connection and our love and adoration back to our Source in the sky. Many of these temples were built on preexisting temple sites until at some point—partially because of the difficulty of moving the building materials from their source at quarries in the south—the original temples were torn down and their stones used to build mosques and palaces, especially in and around Cairo. Consequently, the integrity of the original “temple of the cosmos”—i.e., the land of Egypt herself—was lost, making any possibility of finding the original ley lines beneath the earth difficult, if not impossible.

        As archaeoastronomy and satellite archaeology progressively reveal what has long been buried, we can see that most temples were connected to important and visible star patterns in the ancient sky. Thus each temple is aligned to the particular star that was connected to the divine being of that sacred site: for example, Deneb, the brightest star in the constellation Cygnus, at Dendera; and the three stars in Orion’s belt to the three pyramids at Giza.2 All of the temples together formed a constellation of meaning, a star map frozen in time and space on the landscape of Egypt.3 Furthermore, some of the newest discoveries show that even the remaining aboveground monuments reveal alignments with ley lines that connect to other sacred power places and structures around the world.

        The lengthy civilization we think of as ancient Egypt appears to have arisen quite suddenly at specific geographical sites and under cyclical geological conditions that drove savanna dwellers into the Nile Valley around seven thousand years ago. A civilization located between deserts, savannas, and seas is situated in what might seem an improbable location. The likelihood is that vast knowledge was carried by these nomadic peoples into the compact Nile River Valley, creating a cultural explosion of creativity and innovation that surged forth into the culture we know as ancient Egypt. The longevity of that culture shows the possibilities of growth, abundance, and regeneration, even amid vast expanses of aridity, death, and seeming lifelessness, as long as cooperative exchanges and transference of knowledge become a part of the cultural experience.

        According to geophysicists, the cycles of the past occurred over very long periods of time, but in the chaos of created human changes in recent times we are now finding ourselves in new, uncharted territory. These changes are in variance to academically accepted cyclical time frames—in other words, we are straying from the recognizable history of Earth and humankind’s traditional ebbs and flows into something new, something never before seen.4 Despite this, we hope that a vision similar to that which gave rise to ancient Egypt and the cultures it influenced will serve as a model for what is possible in a landscape decimated by environmental hardships and the illusion of territorial boundaries.5 Even now, amid our own dense, materialistic culture, we can be fed by the same spiritual source that once nourished the ancient world. We hope, too, to attain this future without blaming or separating communities through those institutionalized, dogmatic religions that potentially separate, divide, and weaken the opportunity for communal creation.

        Life-threatening situations have a way of forcing the body into overdrive.6 For example, the possibility of starvation may push the endocrine system into the fight-or-flight mode. Prehistoric humans expended incredible amounts of energy trying to find something to eat—chasing game, figuring out how to preserve food, plant seeds, cook meat—all of which played a part in the creation of villages and communities. Because they lived in similar tenuous circumstances—about to be overtaken at any juncture by sand or flood or lack of rain or food, the ancient Egyptians resolved to build eternal homes for their protector/provider gods. In this way, by respecting, adoring, and honoring the eternal, they too could last forever. How were they to go about this enormous task? The gods don’t just hand you something. An effect happens in your brain, and despite the fact that previously you weren’t capable of conceiving such details, you now need them to survive, so you actualize yourself, and you become expanded in the process. This happens for anyone, at any time, and for many reasons, in which people are suddenly forced into an entirely new way of thinking.

        When the Egyptians decided to build a temple, they dedicated all of their available resources to the task, which included their understanding of their geological and physical surroundings, the available building blocks and materials
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