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Introduction

Children love a knitted toy to play with, but toys can take quite a while to create and stitch together. Usually, they have numerous little pieces that, after completion, will need to be assembled. This can cause many issues: matching arms and legs, and making sure the head doesn’t wobble on the body, not to mention stitching elaborate features that take ages to complete and look right.

With that in mind, I have created 15 sweet little characters, all of them just the right size for tiny hands— and best of all, they don’t involve much in the way of stuffing and sewing up! These little friends are knitted all in one piece, then shaped after stuffing. There are no arms and legs to worry about and no head to stitch on, as these are all an integral part of the design. They take a very small amount of yarn, so they can be knitted from your stash in a day or a couple of evenings.

Once finished, they can be embellished as little or as much as your heart desires! I have included hats, scarves, bags, and even a little cape, which can be exchanged with most of the toys. Let your imagination run wild and customize the colors to suit your little one’s tastes.

If you have never knitted a toy before, then these are a perfect place to start. Make one or make them all, and watch the child in your life have fun creating their own little world of magical garden friends! Even better—these easy but adorable little softies are perfect for donating to hospitals and children’s charities.

Happy Knitting!

—Val
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Getting Started

Before embarking on your project, it is wise to make sure that you have all the correct components on hand. It can be frustrating to have to stop and search for something or go out to buy what you need. I have therefore listed some recommendations for you in this section.

Supplies You’ll Need

• YARN—It can be quite daunting for a new knitter to decide which yarns to use for a project. The choices available these days are quite stunning and range from naturals to synthetics, alpaca, metallic, cashmere, silk, acrylic, and blends of wool, to name but a few. Remember to consider child and safety needs (here) when picking your yarn. For my knitted garden friends, I mostly used Stylecraft Special DK (100% Premium Acrylic; 322 yds [295m]; 3.5oz [100g]), which is a yarn that comes in a variety of pretty colors. I also used Stylecraft Life DK (72% Premium Acrylic, 25% Wool, 3% Vicose; 326 yds [298m]; 3.5oz [100g]) and King Cole Big Value Tweed DK (98% Premium Acrylic, 2% Vicose; 320 yds [293m]; 3.5oz [100g]) for a bit of interest.
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Yarn


• EYELASH YARN—This textured yarn has a feathery appearance that gives a fur to the Skunk and Squirrel designs. I used King Cole Moments DK (100% Polyester; 98 yds [90m]; 1.75oz [50g]), which is soft and snuggly—perfect for little ones. However, it is NOT for babies, as the fibers may shed.

• KNITTING NEEDLES—Knitting needles come in various lengths and many sizes. For our purposes, the projects in this book only require a US size 6 (4mm), US size 3 (3.25mm), and US size 5 (3.75mm) knitting needles.
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Knitting Needles


• STUFFING—I find a quality brand of fiberfill polyester stuffing works very well, and it’s what I use for all the toys in this book. As it’s synthetic, fiberfill polyester is easy to wash and dry. This helps prevent dust mites and the growth of bacteria, making it especially good for children’s toys.
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Stuffing



Knitting Needle Guide

Here’s a quick reference for the most common knitting needle sizes.
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Yarn Weight Guide

Here’s a quick reference for the standard yarn weights. While the gauge and needle sizes are indicated here, these are just guidelines; each project indicates what I used.
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* Lace yarns are typically knit using larger needles to create loose, lacy patterns. Be sure to follow the recommendations for needle size and gauge included in your pattern.



• BLUNT-END SEWING NEEDLES—For the duplicate stitch technique, which is used to add details to knitted fabric, it’s best to use a blunt-end needle. This is to avoid splitting your knitting stitches.
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Blunt-End Sewing Needles


• CROCHET HOOK—A large crochet hook is used to draw one piece through another to secure it in place, such as antennae on the Ladybug’s hat.
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Crochet Hooks


• NEEDLEWORK SCISSORS—A sharp pair of needlework scissors should always be at hand for clipping your yarn.
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Needlework Scissors


• SAFETY EYES—You can opt to embroider the eyes on your softies, but if you’d like plastic eyes, make sure you select good-quality safety eyes. You want ones that will not release from your toy, as they could be choking hazards for younger children.
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Safety Eyes


Hints and Tips

The basic stitches used in knitting the toys are explained in the Knitting Techniques section (here), so you can brush up on your knowledge if needed or even try your hand at learning to knit. The projects, however, are written for readers who have a good basic knowledge of the craft and aren’t intended to teach you how to knit. (My previous book, Learn to Knit the Easy Way, will help you with that.)

The little garden friends are very easy to make; for the most part, they are knitted in just one piece. When sewn up, they form a tube that is then stuffed. The arms, legs, and head are defined by sewing through the knitted fabric. I have included a step-by-step tutorial (here) to guide you through making a basic toy prior to sharing individual patterns.

Some of the toys are a little more complex and have extra parts to knit separately, as well as a little color work, which adds simple patterns or accentuates faces. Features are added afterward. Any patternwork is very simple, and you will find extra instructions and charts in each of the patterns that contain these techniques.

Some of the toys have simple embroidery to enhance their features. These techniques will be explained with pictures and words in the Special Techniques section (here).

What is Gauge?

Gauge is very often overlooked and can have a detrimental effect on your finished piece. Correct tension determines the size of the piece you are knitting, so before embarking on a new project, it is imperative you make a sample swatch of at least 4" x 4" (10.2 x 10.2cm) using the number of stitches and rows stated in the instructions.
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Count the rows in your gauge to determine if you should change needle sizes.


Always check your gauge before you begin working; if needed, change needle sizes to obtain the stated stitch count. If you get fewer stitches to the inch (centimeter) than stated, your gauge is too loose and a smaller needle is required. If you get more stitches to the inch (centimeter) than stated, your gauge is too tight and a larger needle is required. When measuring your gauge, don’t stretch the work out or squish it up to make it fit; knit one or two samples until you get it just right.

Making Toys and Safety Issues

When making toys for children, safety is always paramount. As pretty as buttons and ribbons look, they are not sensible for play, especially when young children are the lucky recipients. I have outlined some of the most important things to consider before embarking on your chosen toy:
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Keep materials in mind to make these toys both fun and safe to play with.


• AGE—Consider the age of the child the toy is intended for. When making toys, whatever their size, it’s very important to bear in mind that children have very inquisitive hands and minds. The younger the child, the more care you need to take in your choices, such as the points below.

• DURABILITY—If you sew on any parts, then make sure they are very firm by overstitching each piece several times.

• YARN—Toys will need to be washed frequently, so a yarn and stuffing that are durable and easy to care for are sensible choices. Cotton is hard-wearing but tends to be less soft and fluffy than polyester. It can also clump after washings and is bit more expensive, but some may feel the cost is worth it for a special, handmade toy. Cotton is yarn is a good choice for babies, but it does tend to be quite expensive to buy and when knitted forms a firmer fabric. Acrylic yarns work equally well and are softer to the touch. Eyelash yarns or any yarns that could shed fibers are not recommended for babies. Cotton stuffing is also very good for children with allergies or skin sensitivities. However, polyester is less expensive and can feel softer and fluffier. It tends to stand the test of time a bit better than cotton fillings, as it’s less likely to flatten.

• CHOKING HAZARDS—Wherever possible, embroider features onto the toy. If you decide to use safety eyes, which I’ve added to one or two of the animals in the book, then ensure you attach them correctly into the fabric—hearing a “click” sound when they are properly fastened. Don’t

Working from a Chart




Sewing Up and Stuffing
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