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EDITOR’S NOTE

As Peter Dobereiner once said, ‘Everyone gets wounded in a game of golf. The trick is not to bleed.’ There can be no denying that, despite all its purported sophistication and gentlemanly conduct, a bad round of golf can be a killer – and while they may not help you get that all-important hole-in-one, this collection of quips and quotes for the golf-obsessed will certainly give you something to laugh about after one too many bogeys.

So when it’s your turn to buy everyone drinks at the nineteenth, put your best ball forward and dig deep into this little compendium of golfing treasures to find the perfect one-liner for any occasion.



WHAT IS GOLF?

Golf is a game in which players lie about their scores to people who used to be their friends.

ANONYMOUS

[image: ]

Golf was never meant to be an exact science. Einstein was lousy at it.

BOB TOSKI

 

 

 

 

 


GOLF IS SOMEWHERE BETWEEN MAKING LOVE AND WRITING A POEM.

John Updike
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The loneliest of all games, not excluding postal chess.

PETER DOBEREINER
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Golf’s not that hard. The ball doesn’t move.

TED WILLIAMS
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Golf is not a funeral, though both can be very sad affairs.

BERNARD DARWIN
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Golf is not a sport. Golf is men in ugly pants, walking.

ROSIE O’DONNELL

 

 

 

 

 


THE GAME WAS INVENTED FOR SIMPLETONS.

Spike Milligan
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HIT AND MRS

Footballers’ wives fall out of taxis blathered. The worst a golf wife does is wear an uncoordinated dress.

ANONYMOUS
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Many men are more faithful to their golf partners than to their wives and have stuck with them longer.

JOHN UPDIKE

[image: ]

Husband: I got a new set of clubs for my wife.
Friend: That sounds like a fair swap.

BILL WANNAN
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Golf is wrecking my head. Yesterday I kissed my seven-iron goodbye and putted my wife.

DON RICKLES

 

 

 

 

 


ONE OF JOB’S CHIEF TRIALS WAS THAT HIS WIFE INSISTED ON PLAYING GOLF WITH HIM.

P. G. Wodehouse



 

 

 

 

 

I plan to be a golf widow next week. I’ve just bought the gun.

JOAN RIVERS

[image: ]

Our relationship lasted longer than either of his two marriages.

NICK FALDO’S COACH DAVID LEADBETTER, WHO WAS SACKED BY FALDO AFTER 13 YEARS
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You can take a man’s wife. You can even take his wallet. But never on any account take his putter.

ARCHIE COMPSTON
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My putter worked so well… I’m going to sleep with it tonight. My husband will have to go next door.

JOANNE CARNER





THE CRUEL GAME

I thought about taking up golf… and then I thought again.

GROUCHO MARX
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Give me a man with big hands, big feet and no brains… I will make a golfer out of him.

WALTER HAGEN
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Golf is the cruellest of sports… It plays with men. And runs off with the butcher.

JIM MURRAY
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I’ve never been depressed enough to take up the game.

WILL ROGERS

 

 

 

 

 


EVERYONE GETS WOUNDED IN A GAME OF GOLF. THE TRICK IS NOT TO BLEED.

Peter Dobereiner



 

 

 

 

 


GOLF HAS GIVEN ME AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE FUTILITY OF LIFE.

Aubrey Eban



 

 

 

 

 

You learn a lot about yourself by playing golf. Unfortunately, most of it is unprintable.

BURT LANCASTER
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I’ve been playing golf for 20 years now and have just made a discovery. I hate it.

REX BEACH





THE NINETEENTH HOLE

What scoundrel took the cork out of my lunch?

W. C. FIELDS DURING A ‘SNACK’ BREAK AT THE LAKESIDE CLUB IN LA

[image: ]

My favourite hole was always the watering hole.

RONAN RAFFERTY
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First time I played the Masters… I drank a bottle of rum… I shot the happiest 83 of my life.

CHI-CHI RODRÍGUEZ
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Scotland is the birthplace of golf… which may explain why it is also the birthplace of whisky.

HENRY BEARD

[image: ]

The nineteenth hole is the only one where players can have as many shots as they like.

LOUIS SAFIAN
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If you drink, don’t drive. Don’t even putt.

DEAN MARTIN

 

 

 

 

 


THE BARTENDER IN THE CLUBHOUSE HEARS SO MANY STORIES ABOUT MISSED OPPORTUNITIES AND FAILED LIVES, HE COULD CHARGE ANALYSIS FEES.

Robert Powell
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GOLF TIPS

The secret of missing a tree is to aim straight for it.

MICHAEL GREEN
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Golf should never be played on any day with a ‘y’ in it.

LES DAWSON

 

 

 

 

 


I JUST LOOSEN MY GIRDLE AND LET IT FLY.

Babe Didrikson Zaharias on how she hits the ball so far
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One may do you good, but if you swallow the whole bottle you’ll be lucky to survive.

HARVEY PENICK ON HOW GOLF TIPS ARE LIKE ASPIRIN

[image: ]

Never give up a hole. Quitting between tee and green is more habit-forming than drinking highballs before breakfast.

SAM SNEAD

[image: ]

Never try to keep more than 300 separate thoughts in your mind during your swing.

HENRY BEARD
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Hit it a bloody sight harder!

TED RAY AFTER A NOVICE ASKED HIM HOW HE MIGHT GET THE BALL TO TRAVEL FURTHER

 

 

 

 

 


PLAY THE SHOT AT HAND – NOT THE LAST ONE, NOT THE NEXT ONE, BUT THE ONE AT YOUR FEET, IN THE POISON IVY, WHERE YOU PUT IT.

John Updike
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PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT

They call me a natural player. So why do I have to practise till my hands bleed?

SEVE BALLESTEROS
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When Julius Boros putts, you can’t tell by looking whether he’s… practising or it’s fifty grand if he sinks it.

LEE TREVINO
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I hate practice; my idea of warming up is a double egg, sausage, bacon and fried bread.

MICHAEL PARKINSON

[image: ]

Golf teaches us that although practice doesn’t always make perfect, no practice always makes us imperfect.

THOM HARTMAN

[image: ]

I have taught golf at a driving-range… and have seen many people actually practising mistakes.

MEL FLANAGAN
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I don’t practise much these days. At my age, you need to keep all your energy for your actual shots.

SAM SNEAD AT 78

 

 

 

 

 


I’VE BEEN PRACTISING MY SWING IN FRONT OF THE MIRROR FOR A FEW MONTHS AND IT’S WORKING A TREAT.

John Denver



 

 

 

 

 

[image: ]





LET’S PUTT IT LIKE THIS

Whoever said putting was a pleasure obviously never played golf.

MICHAEL GREEN

[image: ]

Do that again and you’ll wear my putter.

BOB SHEARER TO A PHOTOGRAPHER WHO DISTRACTED HIM WHILE PLAYING A SHOT IN 1975

[image: ]

Putt in haste and repent at leisure.

GERALD BATCHELOR
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I think I know the answer to your putting problems. You need to hit the ball closer to the hole.

VALERIE HOGAN TO HER LEGENDARY HUSBAND BEN

 

 

 

 

 


I WAS PUTTING LIKE A LOBOTOMISED BABOON.

Tony Johnstone



 

 

 

 

 


I STILL HAVE THE PUTTER WITH WHICH I MISSED THAT TWO-ANDA-HALF-FOOT PUTT TO WIN THE OPEN. IT’S IN TWO PIECES.

Doug Sanders



 

 

 

 

 

The only time Clayton Heafner could putt was when he got mad enough to hate the ball into the hole.

CARY MIDDLECOFF

[image: ]

There are three things a man must do alone: testify, die, and putt.

BENNETT CERF

[image: ]

To ‘put’ is to place something somewhere. To ‘putt’ is to fail to do so.

GARY KOCH

[image: ]

Tommy Bolt’s putters spent more time in the air than Lindberg.

JIMMY DEMARET

 

 

 

 

 


WHEN YOU’RE PUTTING BADLY YOU CAN HEAR A MAN JINGLE TWO COINS IN HIS POCKET 100 YARDS AWAY.

Tony Jacklin



 

 

 

 

 


THE LESS SAID ABOUT THE PUTTER THE BETTER. HERE IS AN INSTRUMENT OF TORTURE, DESIGNED BY TANTALUS AND FORGED IN THE DEVIL’S OWN SMITHY.

Tony Lema
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