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Hello or Kia ora (kee-ah-oh-rah).

Now I want to tell you about some history.

Hello, my name is Thomas.

Most of the birds, reptiles, and amphibians found in New Zealand are native and can only be found here.

Now I will tell you about education in New Zealand.

Other books in this series include:

Sign up for Jamie Pedrazzoli's Mailing List

The names in this book are used fictitiously and any resemblance of persons is coincidental. The facts in this book are based on information provided to the author.

I attempted to put the sound of foreign words in parenthesis to help you pronounce them easier.

Please remember that I speak English so I am attempting to help others pronounce the words by the way I hear them.
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Hello or Kia ora (kee-ah-oh-rah).
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My name is Atarangi. It means Morning Sky in the Māori language. We call our language te reo Māori. 

I live in the country of New Zealand. 



It is located in the Southern Pacific Ocean, south of the country of Australia.

Here in New Zealand, there are two main islands people live on. They are the North and South Islands.

Did you know the New Zealand people call themselves Kiwis?

The Kiwi is a flightless bird that is native to New Zealand. It is also the National Bird!
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This is my brother Amiri. His name means the East wind.

There are about 875,300 Māori in New Zealand.

In the Māori village, you will find a traditional meeting house called a marae (mah-rah-ee). Here we observe strict rules and customs.





We have a sacred building called a Whare (whar-ee). We believe the presence of our Ancestors dwells in this sacred structure.

Māori buildings have walls decorated with large woven panels called tukutuku (too-koo-too-koo).

The entrances usually have tiki (tee-key) guarding them. A Tiki is a human-like person with a large head and a large mouth.
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Did you know we typically greet each other by pressing our noses together? 

This greeting is called the hongi (hon-gee). We do this to exchange our ha (hah), or breath of life.
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The early Māori people believed all things had a life force or spirit. We prayed to mountains, the sea, the sky, and other objects in nature.



Religion does not play an important role in New Zealand life. There is no official religion. 
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Maoritanga (mow-ree tong-uh) is storytelling. This is important to our culture.

We all enjoy sitting down and listening to these stories.

Do you like reading books or listening to stories?

The Māori people did not have a written language until the 1800s.  The spoken word was very important and valued. Many songs, poetry, and history were passed down orally. 

The ancient form of communication that the Māori used had carvings with symbols or knots tied into a rope that gave instructions to the people.

The European missionaries used the English alphabet to represent the sounds they heard in our language.
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Now I want to tell you about some history.
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The Māori people have lived in New Zealand since the 9th century.

The Moa is a giant flightless bird that went extinct about 600 years ago. It resembled an ostrich. In ancient times, this was the main food of the Māori people.



In 1642, a Dutch sailor named Abel Tasman was the first European to discover New Zealand. 

The Dutch named these islands ‘Nieuw Zeeland’ after a province in the Netherlands.

In 1769, Captain James Cook a British Navigator landed on North Island. He explored both islands and made maps of them. He became friends with the Māori people.
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In February 1840, New Zealand became a British Colony.

The Māori and the European settlers signed the Treaty of Waitangi on February 6th, 1840. This protected the Māori people’s rights.

The Māori tribes became united under one Chief in 1858. His name was Potatau Te Wherowhero.

The British colony grew and by 1852 New Zealand had its own constitution.

New Zealand was originally part of the Australian colony of New South Wales.
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It became a separate colony in 1841 and was made self-governing in 1852.

Today, we have a Parliamentary Government. 

The British Monarch is the official head of the state.

The Prime Minister is the head of Parliament.
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Traditional Māori cooking is done in a hangi (hah-nyee). This is an earth oven. Food is cooked on stones called umu (oo-moo) laid over a fire that is built inside a pit.

Food is often layered in the hangi and cooked on flax sheets. The fire is quickly put out and the steam cooks the food.

What is Māori food like?

I like to eat roroi (row-row-ee). This dish consists of layers of butter, sugar, and kumara. Kumara (koo-mah-rah) is like a sweet potato.
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Many Māori people are skilled in hunting and fishing.

Many birds, fish, seals, whales, and shellfish are also enjoyed as meals.

What other foods are enjoyed in New Zealand?

Lamb is a very popular dish here.

Many people enjoy eating fish and chips. Chips are called French fries to Americans.

There is a lot of seafood served here like cod fish and oysters.

The hokey pokey is popular ice cream here. This is vanilla ice cream with crunchy honeycomb pieces.
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We also enjoy fresh fruit here such as kiwi and passionfruit.

Pavlova is a famous dessert that is a meringue-based cake topped with whipped cream and fresh fruit, particularly kiwifruit, strawberries, and passionfruit.

Meat Pies are also very popular here. These savory pies are filled with minced meat, gravy, and sometimes vegetables, encased in flaky pastry. They are often enjoyed as a quick meal or a snack.

Anzac Biscuits are oat-based cookies that are associated with ANZAC Day (April 25), honoring the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC). They are made from rolled oats, flour, sugar, butter, golden syrup, baking soda, and coconut.

New Zealand offers a diverse range of cheeses, with cheddar and blue cheese being especially popular.
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Our daily chores include weaving, hunting, fishing, and
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