
  A Brief History of Peak and Park


  FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS BEFORE MOUNT RAINIER NATIONAL PARK started keeping records of those who perished within its boundaries, people lived and died in proximity to the peak. There’s no written record of who, how, or where first peoples lost their lives in what would become America’s fifth national park in 1899. But the Nisqually, Puyallup, Yakama, Cowlitz, Squaxin Island, Muckleshoot, and their ancestors were passionate about the rugged terrain, wild weather, and magnetic draw of the peak called Tacoma. Their long history on the mountain is evidence of Tacoma’s power, both spiritual and volcanic.


  Tacoma’s influence on the landscape and culture of the Pacific Northwest following the arrival of the white man, from the days of privateers and settlers to the days of rangers and tourists, is undeniable. To appreciate why people want to be in the park and on the mountain—and thus why some of them die there—it helps to understand how peak and park came into existence.


  Fire and Ice


  There may come a time when a book about the 400-plus deaths recorded on the slopes of Mount Rainier over 129 years pales beside lives lost in a disaster born of a single volcanic event. That’s because Mount Rainier, the tallest volcano in the Cascade Range, is only sleeping.


  But even at rest, the forces that have reshaped the volcano’s silhouette and reconfigured the surrounding landscape simmer just beneath the surface. One telling sign are the steam vents on the summit; these vents blast hot air, creating caves in the ice cap on the crater. The caves have been a hot-cold refuge, on occasion, for climbers caught in the storms that frequently boil up at the summit. Mountaineers tell tales of overheating on one side of their bodies while the other side is frostnipped.


  Rainier—along with the other iconic peaks of the Cascade Range, including Mount Hood, Mount Saint Helens, Mount Baker, Glacier Peak, Mount Adams, Crater Lake, Mount Shasta, and Lassen Peak—is a product of the collision of tectonic plates along the Pacific Ring of Fire. These fractured pieces of the earth’s crust shift on a molten substrate, grinding and subsiding, generating heat and instability that results in volcanic activity and earthquakes. This activity occurs along the plate boundaries from South America to the West Coast of the United States to Japan and Indonesia.


  Mount Rainier’s eruptive history dates back about a half million years; it is considered a young composite volcano (or stratovolcano). Repeated eruptions over the eons have sculpted the iconic cone that now rises thousands of feet above the surrounding foothills. The composition of Rainier’s lava flows is different from those that created the older, lower mountains surrounding the peak, and that difference is what caused it to rise higher than the rest. Both in time and in structure, the rocks of the rest of the Cascades are separate from those of Rainier. Thus, according to geologists, the “huge mass of the cone stands out in bold relief; towering 10,000 feet above the range beneath.”


  Though its underpinnings are molten, Mount Rainier is cloaked in ice. Its heights support more than twenty-five major glaciers. The Carbon Glacier contains the greatest volume of ice in the Lower 48; the Emmons Glacier covers the most area. While an eruption is certainly a concern, what’s even more concerning is what volcanism can do to the mountain’s frozen mantle. When rivers of molten rock and gas meet rivers of ice, the resulting lahars, or mudflows, are capable of completely remodeling surrounding landforms and, especially in heavily populated regions like Seattle and its suburbs, also capable of causing death and destruction on a massive scale.


  What gives pause to researchers, park staff, government officials, and residents when contemplating the possibility, or inevitability, of a mudflow charging down the mountain’s slopes is the evidence left by previous lahars. They’ve spooled down the mountain on numerous occasions, but the event that jumps to the forefront is the Osceola Mudflow, one of the largest to have taken place worldwide.


  The Osceola flow occurred roughly 5,600 years ago, and the statistics associated with it are staggering. According to geologists, the flow essentially obliterated the summit of the volcano. Hot volcanic “gases and solutions” transformed the existing rock into clay, and the “spectacular” mudflow that followed “streamed down the Emmons Glacier and down valley for 70 miles . . . submerged the White River valley at the site of White River campground beneath more than 500 feet of mud and rock debris, including boulders as large as 15 feet in diameter [and] buried Enumclaw and Buckley under as much as 70 feet of mud.”


  The flow ultimately ranged from the mountaintop to Puget Sound. Any indigenous peoples living in its path would have been wiped out, their stories buried in mud and time.


  More recently, glacial outburst floods have proven periodic reminders that even while Rainier sleeps, it is capable of wreaking havoc. Also called “jokulhlaups,” these outbursts can follow rain-on-snow events, which loosen debris and water that has pooled under a glacier. “The jokulhlaup flood wave is a noisy, tumbling, churning mass of mud and rocks that is sometimes accompanied by local winds, thick dust clouds, and the smell of freshly crushed vegetation,” the authors of a US Geological Survey report titled “Geology in Action—Jokulhlaups on Mount Rainier” wrote. “It sounds like a freight train as it travels down-valley at speeds of 10 miles per hour or more.”


  In 1947 a glacial outburst flood from the Kautz Glacier delivered fifty million cubic meters of debris into the Nisqually River. As described in one scientific reckoning, “a sea of moving boulders (up to 4 m in diameter) and thick, cement-like volcanic sand poured down on a front 1 km wide, buried the paved highway under 5 to 6.5 m of debris, and snapped off fir trees up to 1.6 m in diameter.” The Kautz followed up with similar outbursts in 1960 and 1961.


  Jokulhlaups have also been recorded on Tahoma Creek, downstream of the South Tahoma Glacier, in 1967, 1971, 1973, and three times in the late 1980s. Outburst floods have barreled down the Nisqually River at least eight times in the twentieth century. The most recent flooding along the river—and along streams throughout the park—occurred in 2006, when torrential rains resulted in massive damage to the park’s infrastructure. Thankfully, however, no deaths have been recorded with these flows.


  The upshot for visitors: Mount Rainier is in motion. From the prosaic, like wind, rain, and snow, to the exotic, like lahars and jokulhlaups, the volcano’s beauty comes with barbs.


  From Homeland to Parkland


  Thoroughly exploring the 119-year history of Mount Rainier National Park is the stuff of another book. But aspects of the park’s long evolution inform the stories that follow.


  Archaeological evidence indicates that first peoples, including ancestors of the tribes that thrived in the region at the time of its “discovery,” were present in what would become Mount Rainier National Park as early as nine thousand years ago. Colonization of the region by Europeans began with the arrival of Captain George Vancouver in 1792; the British mariner named the beacon he saw on the horizon Rainier for a colleague, Rear Admiral Peter Rainier, though the locals called the peak Tacoma (or some variation on the word).


  Complex cultural myths grew up around the peak over the millennia, some of which persisted as explorers began probing the mountain wilderness in the eighteenth century. For the tribal people the mountain was a sacred site, and while they hunted and gathered on its flanks, they generally didn’t venture onto its glaciated heights. Danger lurked there.


  That didn’t stop newcomers, some of whom set their sights on the summit of the great white cone no matter the perils. Earlier attempts were made, but the first recognized ascent was accomplished in 1870 by Hazard Stevens and Philemon Van Trump, accompanied for at least part of the distance by Sluiskin, a Klickitat Indian. Sluiskin refused to go to the summit and cautioned Stevens and Van Trump to stay away as well, warning that the crater contained a lake of fire and was guarded by a hostile spirit. Stevens and Van Trump ventured forth regardless, and came away with a mountaineering prize.


  Explorers were followed by settlers, as was the case all along the west coast of what would become the United States. Manifest destiny had propelled Americans westward into the fertile woodlands of the Cascades, where timber, minerals, and fisheries all presented opportunities. Mount Rainier sat right in the middle of it all, now a beacon both for navigation and for prosperity.


  The newcomers soon began to understand what the natives had long known: that Rainier was a special place, worthy of protection from commercial exploitation. The movement to preserve mountain and surroundings as a national park was homegrown. The locals saw what the protection of Yellowstone and Yosemite meant—a chance to set aside the pleasure ground in their backyard for posterity—and lobbied in the halls of Congress for the mountain’s safekeeping. What had been forest reserve became the country’s fifth national park on March 2, 1899.


  That’s when the formal record-keeping began. Suddenly it was important to know who was coming into the park and who was going out, who was climbing the peak and who was going for a more casual hike, who was camping and who was on a sightseeing tour by motorcar. These details were critical to making sure facilities and services were in place to accommodate the needs of visitors.


  It also became important to know who perished in the park, and how. Keeping track of these details, no matter how grim or macabre, remains key to safeguarding lives. As you’ll read in some of the stories that follow, park administration as it relates to the park’s natural and man-made attractions—think climbing and climbing regulations, sightseeing and speed limits—plays a significant role in life and death on Mount Rainier.
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  APPENDIX A: LIST OF DEATHS 1893–2016


  The chart was derived from the Mount Rainier Fatality List (http://mountrainierclimbing.us/sar/fatalities.php). Any errors of omission or in transcription are mine. If I could find ages or confirm the spelling of names via other sources, they have been added here. It should also be noted that the date of death may reflect the date a person went missing.


  If the death occurred on a Mount Rainier summit attempt, it is noted. Other summits have been listed in the Location column. Blanks in the Age column indicate that those items were blank on the formal list and I was unable to ascertain the information from other sources.


  [image: DATE OF DEATH NAME AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY LOCATION Jan. 1, 1893 E. H. Hudson Gunshot wound Longmire July 27, 1897 Edgar McClure Fall Muir Snowfield Jan. 1, 1907 Nils Brown Crescent (first name unknown) A boy surnamed Prestline Traumatic injuries suffered in an avalanche while hiking; working for Starbo Mining Corp. Buried in Glacier Basin Aug. 14, 1909 Joseph W. Stevens T. V. Callaghan Missing and presumed dead (summit) Summit crater Aug. 1, 1911 Legh Osborn Garrett Disappeared (summit) Location unknown; attempt via the Success Cleaver May 12, 1912 Ruth Dory Vehicle accident Unknown Aug. 12, 1912 Charlotte Hunt Fall Pinnacle Peak Aug. 18, 1915 Gilbert Ordway Hit on the head by a rock Cowlitz Cleaver Sept. 2, 1915 C. W. Ferguson Collapse in ice cave Paradise Ice Caves Sept. 18, 1916 J. A. Fritsch Crevasse fall (summit) Above Gibraltar Rock Sept. 14, 1917 Dorothy Haskell 14 Crevasse fall Paradise Glacier Aug. 16, 1921 Jack Meredith 24 Fall Little Tahoma Aug. 21, 1923 Elle Kolbinson Drowned Reflection Lake June 9, 1924 Earl Kummer Rockfall Snout of the Nisqually Glacier July 25, 1924 Sadie Jordan Fall while hiking Van Trump Creek July 26, 1924 Sidney Cole Rockfall Gibraltar Ledge Aug. 22, 1924 Paul Moser Fall Unicorn Peak]


  [image: DATE OF DEATH NAME AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY LOCATION Aug. 14, 1925 Mrs. Charles Johnson Heart attack No details Aug. 28, 1925 Mrs. L. G. Vitous Vehicle accident Dry Creek bridge Jan. 8, 1927 John Parker Heart attack No details Sept. 14, 1927 Gust Johnson Heart attack Longmire Campground Feb. 15, 1928 Unknown Unknown Panther Creek Sept. 9, 1928 Hiski Tanttu (aka H. Stanley) Vehicle accident Unknown Nov. 12, 1928 O. B. Dorsey Unknown; �sudden death� Unknown July 2, 1929 Forrest Greathouse Edwin Wetzel Fall (summit) Ingraham Glacier Nov. 19, 1929 W. Bacon Peter Espland Vehicle accident Unknown Aug. 17, 1930 Joseph Murphy Unknown No details May 14, 1931 Harry Hagadorn Heart attack No details July 5, 1931 Robert Zinn Fall (summit) Above the Nisqually Ice Cliff Sept. 13, 1931 Clifford Byland Vehicle accident No details; �may not have died; records unclear� Feb. 20, 1932 Richard Pearce 28 Avalanche Unknown May 28, 1933 Peter Dyrendahl Heart attack No details Aug. 21, 1933 Duff Broseau Falling tree Five miles from Longmire Sept. 13, 1933 Oscar Borg 47 Bee stings White River Camp Sept. 13, 1933 Joseph Tobits 24 Drowned Reflection Lake Jan. 11, 1934 Edward Bulgar Heart attack after skiing National Park Inn June 12, 1934 Louis Foss Vehicle accident Two miles inside the Nisqually Park entrance June 15, 1934 H. E. O�Neill (park superintendent) Heart attack Camp Tahoma July 14, 1934 John Berquist 76 Heart attack after hiking Paradise Valley Camp Jan. 1, 1936 Delmar Fadden Fall (summit) Emmons Glacier at 13,000 feet Mar. 26, 1936 John Northrop Avalanche Unknown Aug. 23, 1936 Jan. 7, 1937 Peter Sater Mrs. Frank Greer Rockfall on a hike Unknown Stevens Canyon Longmire Feb. 20, 1937 Frank Messo 38 Heart attack after hiking Narada Falls June 22, 1937 Louis Santucci 18 Drowned Ohanapecosh River July 9, 1937 Peter Olaf Holland 75 Heart attack Ohanapecosh Hot Springs July 18, 1937 John Farris 18 Fall/drowned Mount Wow Aug. 16, 1937 Elizabeth Wecker 57 Heart attack Longmire Campground Sept. 20, 1938 Sept. 20, 1938 Edward English Katherine Donahoe 77 Vehicle accident Drowned No details Ohanapecosh Hot Springs June 30, 1939 Unknown Vehicle accident No details June 30, 1939 Unknown Drowned Ohanapecosh Hot Springs July 29, 1939 John Janskowski 19 Vehicle accident Carbon River Sept. 6, 1939 John Moskin Explosion Ohanapecosh Campground Sept. 13, 1940 Sigurd Hall 25 Skiing accident Muir Snowfield July 21, 1940 August 1940 Aug. 10, 1941 Jean Baunsgard T. B. Brockway Leon Brigham Jr. 54 54 21 Heart attack Heart attack Fall (summit) Van Trump Trail Tipsoo Lake picnic area Russell or Carbon Glacier Aug. 31, 1941 C. B. Brockway Heart attack Unknown Apr. 1, 1944 Noland O�Neil Plane crash Unknown]


  [image: DATE OF DEATH NAME AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY LOCATION Dec. 10, 1946 Duane Abbott Robert Anderson Joe Bainter Charles Criswell Robert Reilly Alben Robertson Leslie Simmons Jr. Harry Skinner Wallace Slonin Lawrence Smith Buddy Snelling Bobby Stafford William St. Clair Walter Stewart John Stone Albert Stubblefield William Sullivan Chester Taube Harry Thompson Jr. Duane Thornton Keith Tisch Eldon Todd Richard Trego Charles Truby Harry Turner Ernesto Valdovin Gene Vremsak William Wadden Donald Walker Gilbert Watkins Duane White Louis Whitten Marine air transport plane crash South Tahoma Glacier May 2, 1948 Myrtle Neyhart Avalanche Unknown July 10, 1949 John Thompson Drowned Carbon River June 29, 1951 C. E. Ringenback Vehicle accident No details July 27, 1951 Harold Carpenter Mrs. Harold Carpenter Dennis Carpenter (son) Vehicle accident Unknown Aug. 6, 1951 Joann Ramey 17 Fall Naches Peak Aug. 23, 1951 Ralph Fisher Vehicle accident No details Aug. 31, 1951 Lester Bloom Vehicle accident No details July 5, 1954 Lewis Aycock Unknown Unknown Aug. 11, 1954 Clare Combat Fall into a crevasse Meany Crest Apr. 30, 1956 Richard Olson Vehicle accident Unknown Aug. 18, 1956 William Purcell 42 Vehicle accident No details Aug. 18, 1956 Russell Miller Asthma attack Unknown]


  [image: DATE OF DEATH NAME AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY LOCATION June 4, 1957 Claudette Bline Ida Ella Floe Stephen Floe 20 58 58 Tree fell on the car Near the north park boundary on WA 410 July 29, 1957 Catherine Crowther Heart attack Unknown Sept. 1, 1957 William Haupert 20 Fall (summit) Disappointment Cleaver Oct. 24, 1957 No name Vehicle accident No details Nov. 30, 1957 Lowell Linn 23 Disappeared while hiking No details July 1, 1958 Mary Sovereign Heart attack No details July 23, 1958 Kenneth Stetson 20 Drowned Fan Lake Aug. 1, 1959 Irvan Scalf Coreen Goble Vehicle accident (not clear if one accident or two) Unknown Aug. 6, 1959 Marilyn Friedman 23 Fallen tree Nisqually Bridge Sept. 2, 1959 Harold Horn Charles Carman 40 29 Plane crash Columbia Crest Sept. 3, 1959 C. T. Bressler 45 Pulmonary edema Columbia Crest Mar. 26, 1960 Elmer Branch Heart attack Unknown June 18, 1960 Brian Crecelius 14 Fall Edith Creek Basin Aug. 20, 1960 Wayne Henry Vehicle accident Unknown Sept. 9, 1960 Clifford Gabby Construction accident Glacier Bridge Oct. 6, 1962 Mrs. Harold Carlberg 55 Vehicle accident Unknown Oct. 12, 1962 Gayle Stevens Vehicle accident Unknown June 2, 1963 Douglas Nash Rockfall WA 410 at Cayuse Pass Aug. 24, 1963 Percy Thorn Vehicle accident Maternity Curve July 23, 1964 Thomas Pieper Cerebral hemorrhage Unknown July 26, 1964 Elyse Starr Janet Leettola 14 18 Rockfall Nisqually Canyon Apr. 23, 1965 Carl Baker Walter Bryant James Middleton Alvin Petry William Newland Plane crash South Mowich Glacier Oct. 17, 1965 Chester Carber Asphyxiation Unknown Apr. 8, 1966 Caroline Jenkins Asthma Unknown Aug. 14, 1966 Helmut Kupfer Julianne Jonnes Plane crash Near Grand Park Aug. 31, 1966 Clay Thompson Heart attack Unknown Nov. 21, 1966 Richard Feldman Vehicle accident Unknown June 29, 1967 Melvin Barklow Heart attack Unknown July 15, 1967 Phyllis Louden Kelly Louden Karen Louden 26 5 4 Fall Paradise Ice Caves Aug. 5, 1967 John Hull Heart attack after hiking Van Trump Park Sept. 10, 1967 Elmer Post David Post Hypothermia Traumatic injuries Paradise Glacier Feb. 18, 1968 Edith Anderson 22 Hiking Near Paradise Ice Caves Apr. 15, 1968 Ivan O�Dell Wilfred Crutchfield 45 50 Plane crash Wapowety Cleaver June 15, 1968 James Reddick 51 Exposure Anvil Rock DeathinMTRainier_]


  [image: DATE OF DEATH NAME AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY LOCATION June 24, 1968 Patrick Chamay 31 Pulmonary edema Liberty Cap July 12, 1968 Bruce MacDonald 39 Drowned Ohanapecosh River Aug. 8, 1968 Martin Quinn 23 Hiking Near Ipsut Creek Campground Sept. 12, 1968 Milton Armstrong Climbing (summit) Cowlitz Cleaver Mar. 9, 1969 John Aigers Avalanche Panorama Point June 15, 1969 George Dockery 37 Rockfall Curtis Ridge July 13, 1969 Mark Kupperberg David Stevens 25 Fall while climbing Winthrop Glacier Aug. 13, 1969 Walter Truesdale Heart attack Paradise Inn Sept. 27, 1969 David Woodward Heart attack Near Berkeley Park July 30, 1970 Eric Weigel 18 Fall while climbing Pinnacle Peak Aug. 20, 1970 Susan Bullinger 9 Drowned Ohanapecosh River Aug. 27, 1970 Eric Bruce 10 Drowned Christine Falls Sept. 6, 1970 Bruce Wahler 13 Hypothermia Spray/Seattle Park area Aug. 1, 1971 Michael Ferry 24 Fall (summit) Disappointment Cleaver Oct. 6, 1971 Charles Moore 41 Vehicle accident Near State Camp Jan. 13, 1972 Bill Steitz Kenneth Fry Kenneth Bride Plane crash Cowlitz Glacier Aug. 2, 1972 Phillip Englund Hiking Owyhigh Lake Area May 27, 1973 Robert Linderman Sledding accident Edith Creek Basin June 26, 1973 Mark Wolstoncroft 22 Fall Mount Wow Sept. 7, 1973 Rendle Moore Chris McKay 35 24 Plane crash Backbone Ridge Sept. 8, 1973 Eugene Sullivan 21 Fall Panorama Point Sept. 14, 1973 Gordon Barry Louise Barry Robert Henry Violet Henry 58 55 49 Plane crash Pyramid Peak Nov. 13, 1973 Hepworth Missing; presumed dead No details Nov. 18, 1973 David Taylor 23 Avalanche Success Cleaver July 31, 1975 Florence Veall 75 Heart attack Paradise Inn Aug. 14, 1975 Mark Jackson 17 Rockfall Mowich Face Nov. 11, 1975 Arnold Manthey 50 Skiing Paradise Valley Road Feb. 7, 1976 Robert Anderson 14 Sledding accident Paradise Valley Road entrance Feb. 16, 1977 Jack Wilkins 55 Fall while glissading (summit) Pyramid Glacier June 16, 1977 Margaret Muerer 18 Fall over waterfall Dead Horse Creek June 19, 1977 Moises Alvarez 39 Vehicle accident Windy Point on WA 410 June 30, 1977 Julie Fillo 20 Hiking Cowlitz Chimneys July 6, 1977 Dean Klapper 33 Fall (summit) Winthrop Glacier Aug. 12, 1977 Craig Perky 21 Vehicle accident Mile 7 in North Stevens Canyon Aug. 30, 1977 William Hershey 19 Fall Faraway Rock Sept. 7, 1977 Mary Gnehm 47 Fall (summit) Ingraham Glacier Sept. 10, 1977 Jacques Jackson 16 Fall Silver Falls Dec. 31, 1977 Michael McNerthney 17 Fall (summit) SW Face of Panorama Point Mar. 26, 1978 Marvin Skillman 34 Hiking Paul Peak Trail DeathinMTRainier_]


  [image: DATE OF DEATH NAME AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY LOCATION May 21, 1978 Peter Lepard 2 mos. Crib death Longmire Campground May 31, 1978 Todd Davis 24 Avalanche (summit) Fuhrer�s Finger June 24, 1978 Rexford Norton Heart attack Cougar Rock Campground Aug. 8, 1978 John Stenson 59 Heart attack Pinnacle Peak saddle Sept. 8, 1978 Shirli Voight Guillermi Mendoza 30 28 Exposure Exposure Disappointment Cleaver Oct. 14, 1978 Joan Webber 49 Rockfall Sluiskin Mountain Mar. 4, 1979 Willi Unsoeld Janie Diepenbrock 52 21 Avalanche Cadaver Gap Sept. 1, 1979 Dale Click 27 Fall into crevasse Inter Glacier Aug. 30, 1980 Marie Olinares 5 Vehicle accident Stevens Canyon Road May 24, 1981 Doug Fowler Bruce Mooney 21 20 Fall (summit) Liberty Ridge June 21, 1981 Jonathan Laitone Mark Ernlund Ronald Farrell Craig Tippie Ira Liedman Michael Watts David Boulton David Kidd Gordon Heneage Henry Matthews Tom O�Brien 27 29 41 28 30 36 29 29 42 38 19 Avalanche (summit) Ingraham Glacier July 16, 1981 Peter Brookes 26 Unknown Liberty Ridge July 22, 1981 Nicholas Kuhnhausen 6 Hiking White River Aug. 1, 1981 Murray Falkin Heart attack while hiking Muir Snowfield July 4, 1982 Deborah Wetherald 31 Hiking Edith Creek Basin July 24, 1982 Warren Mullinnex 56 Heart attack Ohanapecosh Campground Mar. 21, 1983 Donald Olson William Hayes Ivan Choi William Mortison Richard Rocker 32 41 43 32 21 Plane crash Success Glacier May 7, 1983 Douglas Vercoe 34 Fall (summit) Muir Snowfield May 29, 1983 Christopher Blight 25 Fall (summit) Emmons Glacier June 11, 1983 Harold Spiess 26 Fall Ricksecker Point July 7, 1983 Robert Jacob 67 Camping Cougar Rock Campground July 16, 1983 Martin Richey 25 Fall while hiking Cowlitz River July 23, 1983 Douglas Allen Disappearance Carbon River July 31, 1983 Nancy Keaton Heart attack Unknown Sept. 5, 1983 Patrick Hill Douglas Velder 26 19 Fall (summit) Disappointment Cleaver July 26, 1984 Alfred Westburg 54 Heart attack Summerland area Oct. 1, 1984 Fuat Dikmen 28 Summit climb Liberty Ridge Oct. 19, 1984 Brian Behm 24 Suicide Oh My Point Aug. 17, 1985 Jackie Brown 20 Vehicle accident Stevens Canyon]


  [image: DATE OF DEATH NAME AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY LOCATION Apr. 5, 1986 James Rodgers 45 Skiing Paradise July 3, 1986 Mary Carlton Homicide Unknown Aug. 1, 1986 Christopher Pennington 24 Waterfall Comet Falls May 31, 1987 Don Wiltberger John Weis 31 31 Asphyxiation Liberty Ridge June 4, 1987 William Hutson 43 Unknown Paradise June 12, 1987 Otto Papke 39 Suicide Stevens Canyon June 27, 1987 Kurt Fengler 34 Asphyxiation Emmons Glacier Sept. 11, 1987 Robert Goodwin 49 Vehicle accident Deadwood Creek Sept. 26, 1987 Unidentified male Homicide South of the tunnel on WA 123 Oct. 17, 1987 Jeremy Anderson 52 Fall Naches Peak Mar. 7, 1988 Pamela Lee 28 Avalanche Plummer Peak Mar. 19, 1988 William Saul Plane crash Willis Wall Mar. 20, 1988 John Kiler 31 Suicide Nisqually River plain May 13, 1988 Craig Adkison Greg Remmick David Kellokoski 32 32 30 Fall (summit attempt) Liberty Ridge July 5, 1988 Andre Genereux 26 Fall Unicorn Peak/Snow Lake July 19, 1988 Merle Huibregtse 64 Vehicle accident WA 410 near Ghost Lake Oct. 2, 1988 Phyliss Newton 71 Heart attack Maternity Curve May 11, 1989 Richard Mooney 33 Hypothermia Liberty Ridge May 11, 1989 Peter Derdowski 26 Fall Liberty Ridge June 19, 1989 Leland Ney Vehicle accident/possible suicide Windy Point on WA 410 July 2, 1989 Fred Ogden Vehicle accident Windy Point on WA 410 Jan. 2, 1990 Ronald McDonald Randall Bates 53 45 Plane crash Summit crater June 22, 1990 Lyle Longaker 70 Natural causes Ohanapecosh Campground June 28, 1990 Vicen I. Pfost 23 Drowned Paradise River July 2, 1990 Harry Card Mike Curran Randy Dierlam David Bowen David Smith 50 25 29 28 31 Plane crash Kautz Glacier Aug. 5, 1990 Pamela Johnson 24 Vehicle accident Kautz Creek Oct. 28, 1990 James Kampe Skiing Muir Snowfield Jan. 4, 1991 Mark Fogerty 26 Skiing Muir Snowfield May 17, 1991 James Tuttle 44 Crevasse fall (summit) Ingraham Glacier Aug. 7, 1991 Laura Siebert Vehicle accident Ohana View on Stevens Creek Aug. 19, 1991 Margit Haugerudgraathen Vehicle accident Ohana View on Stevens Creek Aug. 19, 1991 Kristine Sitton Fell over waterfall Silver Falls Sept. 1, 1991 Karl Feichtmeir 38 Fall (summit) Disappointment Cleaver Sept. 2, 1991 Ken Seifert 41 Fall (summit) Disappointment Cleaver Sept. 26, 1991 Kenneth Cardy 64 Heart attack while hiking First Burroughs Mountain, Sunrise Oct. 21, 1991 Arceo, Adrian Drowned Ohanapecosh River Feb. 29, 1992 Gregory Terry Jeffry Vallee 27 26 Fall (summit) Fuhrer Finger/Wilson Glacier]


  [image: DATE OF DEATH NAME AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY LOCATION June 21, 1992 Michael Price Fall (summit) Emmons Glacier Mar. 26, 1993 James Ruby Heart attack (skiing) Paradise at Barn Flats Apr. 15, 1993 James Tindall Suicide Sunshine Point Campground June 18, 1993 Robert Bartlett Hiking Myrtle Falls Trail Sept. 26, 1993 Robert Hyde Mary Hyde 46 41 Vehicle accident WA 410 at Deadwood Creek Oct. 24, 1993 Anne Bavette Fall Pinnacle Peak July 26, 1994 William Olson Drowned Carbon River Aug. 24, 1994 Jerald Wentlandt Vehicle accident WA 123 at Cayuse Pass Nov. 2, 1994 Stacy Stoddard Suicide Longmire Dec. 11, 1994 Michael Thomas Suicide Trail of Shadows at Longmire Aug. 12, 1995 Sean Ryan Philip Otis Fall (summit) Emmons Glacier Aug. 20, 1995 Scott Porter Karl Ahrens Fall (summit) Emmons Glacier Aug. 30, 1995 Miwako Suzuki Keisuke Masumori 21 24 Vehicle accident Ghost Lake curve on WA 410 July 12, 1996 Jeremy Zaccardi Asthma attack Emmons Glacier May 10, 1997 Sheila Kearns Homicide Old Longmire Campground June 4, 1997 David Rivera Suicide South Mowich River, Wonderland Trail July 7, 1997 Ronald Sarff Suicide Tahoma Woods Housing July 29, 1997 Donald McIntyre 51 Fall (summit) Emmons Glacier Oct. 17, 1997 Nicholas Giromini 25 Fall (summit) Upper Cowlitz Glacier Nov. 13, 1997 Chet Hanson Hiking (disappeared) Owyhigh Lakes Nov. 16, 1997 Donald Pettigrew 84 Vehicle accident Windy Point on WA 410 June 11, 1998 Patrick Nestler 29 Avalanche (summit) Disappointment Cleaver May 16, 1999 John Repka 51 Hiking Muir Snowfield May 24, 1999 David Persson 31 Fall (summit) Black Pyramid/Liberty Ridge June 20, 1999 William Tietjen 27 Unknown Muir Snowfield July 8, 1999 Joseph Lee Wood Jr. 34 Unknown Van Trump Trail July 30, 1999 Nicholas Boyd Billy Boyd 7 36 Homicide Suicide Christine Falls Oct. 7, 1999 Donald Campbell 73 Hiking Carbon River Trail Nov. 11, 1999 Chris Hartonas Raymond Vakili 40 48 Hiking Probably near Camp Muir Mar. 24, 2000 Kent Swanson 57 Hiking Carbon River suspension bridge Sept. 18, 2000 James Beslow Scott McEachin Vehicle accident Ghost Lake curve on WA 410 Nov. 5, 2000 Yuri Glavan Vehicle accident A mile inside the Nisqually entrance Mar. 21, 2001 Randall Lane Phillip Cruise Plane crash Lost Creek drainage Aug. 2, 2001 Lawrence Minard Heart attack (summit attempt) Disappointment Cleaver Sept. 7, 2001 Dale Collins Heart attack Frozen Lake Nov. 11, 2001 Erin Beth Gordon Suicide National Park Inn]


  [image: DATE OF DEATH NAME AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY LOCATION Nov. 24, 2001 Jason Cosner 26 Vehicle accident 1.5 miles from the Nisqually entrance May 29, 2002 Keeta Owens 21 Fall (summit) Liberty Cap Grit Kleinschmidt Cornelius Beilharz 26 26 Hypothermia (summit) Fall (summit) June 6, 2002 Benjamin Hernstedt Jeff Dupuis 25 21 Fall (summit) Ingraham Glacier Aug. 18, 2002 Valerie Martin Suicide Nisqually River Glacier Bridge Sept. 13, 2002 Marie McClafun Heart attack Sourdough Ridge Trail Sept. 13, 2002 Ed Hommer Rockfall (summit) Disappointment Cleaver July 10, 2003 Erica Smith Asthma Jackson Visitor Center Sept. 7, 2003 Alvin Craver Heart attack Dewey Lake Trail May 15, 2004 Peter Cooley 39 Fall (summit) Black Pyramid, Liberty Ridge June 3, 2004 Jonathan (Peter) Cahill 40 Fall (summit) Liberty Ridge June 12, 2004 Luke Casady Ansel Vizcaya 29 29 Avalanche (skiing/summit) Liberty Ridge July 26, 2004 William Bowey Drowned Sylvia Falls Oct. 24, 2004 Aaron Koester 21 Avalanche (summit) Ingraham Glacier Oct. 29, 2004 Samuel Neimoyer Vehicle accident Windy Point on WA 410 Nov. 13, 2004 Vasily Kozorezov 16 Fall while hiking Eagle Peak May 23, 2005 Timothy Stark Greg Stark 57 27 Hiking Paradise Glacier June 9, 2005 Dorothy Kennedy Vehicle accident Milepost 59 on WA 410 June 10, 2005 Mike Beery Fall (summit) Gibraltar Chute July 20, 2005 Timothy Cole Suicide Nickel Creek Aug. 2005 Zachery Weston Suicide Wapowety Cleaver June 2006 Darcy Quick Fall Comet Falls Feb. 24, 2007 Stanley Quande 54 Avalanche Crystal Mountain Mar. 19, 2007 Frances Blakely Robert Blakely 47 44 Hiking Ipsut Creek June 16, 2007 Brian (Jeff) Graves 47 Hiking Eagle Peak Dec. 18, 2007 Mar. 17, 2008 Kirk Reiser Devin Ossman 45 Hiking (snowshoeing) Hiking Edith Creek Basin Kautz Creek Trail June 11, 2008 Eduard Burceag 31 Hiking Muir Snowfield Oct. 13, 2008 James Longworth Suicide Kautz Creek picnic area Nov. 10, 2008 Timothy Swift Hiking Spray Falls July 7, 2009 Dennis Newton Heart attack Crystal Creek Trailhead Aug. 10, 2009 Richard Dawson Heart attack Milepost 62 on WA 410 Apr. 2, 2010 Robert Casper Suicide Carbon River Entrance Station June 6, 2010 Mark Wedeven 29 Avalanche (summit) Ingraham Glacier July 1, 2010 Eric Lewis 57 Unknown (summit) Ingraham or Nisqually Glacier July 27, 2010 Lee Adams 52 Fall (summit) Emmons Glacier Aug. 12, 2010 Jason Russell 11 Drowned Northern park boundary May 10, 2011 Tucker Taffe 33 Fall (summit) Nisqually Glacier June 12, 2011 Robert Plankers 60 Fall (summit) Liberty Ridge June 26, 2011 Michael Hendrickson Unknown GSI Glacier Dorm at Paradise Sept. 13, 2011 Roger Wagner Fall Christine Falls]


  [image: DATE OF DEATH NAME AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY LOCATION Sept. 13, 2011 Richard Hudson 82 Unknown Paradise parking lot Dec. 12, 2011 Brian Grobois Hypothermia Stevens Creek Jan. 1, 2012 Benjamin Barnes Unknown On Paradise Road above Narada Falls Jan. 1, 2012 Margaret Anderson Homicide On Paradise Road above Narada Falls Jan. 15, 2012 Seol Hee Jin 52 Climb (summit) Unknown Jan. 15, 2012 Eunsork Yang 52 Climb (summit) Paradise Glacier Jan. 15, 2012 Michelle Trojanowski 30 Climb (Camp Muir) Paradise Glacier Jan. 15, 2012 Mark Vucich 37 Climb (Camp Muir) Muir Snowfield June 21, 2012 Nicholas Hall Fall (rescue operation) Winthrop Glacier July 4, 2012 David Watson Glissading Edith Creek July 26, 2012 Stephen Albers Bicycling Stevens Canyon Road Sept. 23, 2012 Linda Fong Suicide Ricksecker Point June 22, 2013 Ahamed Asiri Drowning White River Campground July 1, 2013 David Toarmina Heart attack Skyline Trail near Paradise July 14, 2013 Stan Sattelberg Heart attack Paradise Sept. 26, 2013 George Merriam Fall Pinnacle Peak Trail Sept. 18, 2013 Alan Burgestahler Heart attack Cougar Rock Campground Sept. 20, 2013 Robert Congeli Suicide Wonderland Trail May 30, 2014 Matt Hegeman Eitan Green Erik Kolb Mark Mahaney Uday Marty John Mullally 38 29 34 26 40 40 Climbing (summit) Liberty Ridge June 19, 2014 Karen Sykes 70 Hiking Owyhigh Lakes Trail July 12, 2014 Eric Hansen Vehicle accident Stevens Canyon Road July 13, 2014 Edwin Birch 64 Hiking Wonderland Trail Sept. 11, 2014 Thomas Casias 64 Vehicle accident Stevens Canyon Road Dec. 28, 2014 Louis Landry 37 Snowshoeing Paradise Area June 12, 2015 Kyle Bufis 25 Climbing (summit) Mount Rainier Summit Aug. 1, 2015 Jack Kipp 63 Heart attack Paradise Area Sept. 14, 2015 Timothy Hagan 62 Fall (hiking) Crescent Lake (Sluiskin Range) Mar. 26, 2016 Arvid Lahti 58 Climbing (summit) Beehive Aug. 13, 2016 July 3, 2017 July 13, 2017 July 16, 2017 Craig Falk Dmitri Pajitnov Burt Meyer Mark Naiman 54 30 75 42 Hiking Skiing Hiking Skiing Nachez Loop Trail Pebble Creek Eagle Peak Trail Emmons Glacier]


  APPENDIX B REFERENCES AND RESOURCES


  Mount Rainier National Park has kept meticulous records of fatalities on the mountain. A searchable resource of 420 deaths on the mountain is available online at www.mountrainierclimbing.us/sar/fatalities.php. This resource is the backbone of the events described in this book.


  Wonderland: An Administrative History of Mount Rainier National Park, by Theodore Catton, provides an in-depth overview of park history, as well as addresses the steps that the park has taken over the years to mitigate the dangers of climbing, hiking, skiing, and exploring in the park. It is available online at www.nps.gov/mora/learn/historyculture/upload/Catton_1996_-Wonderland_An_Administrative_History_of_Mount_Rainier_National_Park-2.pdf.


  The park maintains a decade-by-decade historic time line that records significant events including major climbing accidents and rescues, as well as tragedies like the loss of the thirty-two marines in a plane crash in 1946. The time line is available online at www.nps.gov/features/mora_cenn/timeline.htm.


  Other important resources that informed compilation of these stories included information culled from aides such as:


  
    Records of Mount Rainier National Park; https://archive.org/stream/recordsofmountra00shad/recordsofmountra00shad_djvu.txt


    Inventory of the Records of the National Park Service, Record Group 79; www.nps.gov/aboutus/foia/upload/NPSrg79_inventory-5.pdf


    Mount Rainier Search and Rescue Reports, 1997 to 2004; www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/search-and-rescue-reports.htm#PennHancockSAR


    Mount Rainier Annual Climbing Statistics; www.nps.gov/mora/learn/management/upload/climbing-stats-thru-2010.pdf


    Mount Rainier National Park Nature Notes; www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/mora/nn-vol.htm


    Mount Rainier Climbing Photos by Mike Gauthier; www.nps.gov/media/photo/galleryhtm?id=5AF80928-155D-4519-3E3FAAAE2F7A3EBF


    The Tahoma News; the most current editions of the park newspaper are posted at www.nps.gov/mora on the Publications page.


    The Mountaineers Annuals Archives; www.mountaineers.org/about/history/the-mountaineer-annuals/the-mountaineer-annuals

  


  The American Alpine Journal, a publication of the American Alpine Club, posts reports on mountaineering accidents around the globe, not only to document the events, but also to highlight lessons to be learned. I’ve included individual links to stories I researched as part of the documentation for chapters compiled below. To do your own research on Mount Rainier, or on other peaks and climbs that American alpinists have attempted, successfully or not, the website, http://publications.americanalpineclub.org is searchable and fascinating.


  Newspaper archives, when not available online through the publications themselves, were accessed via Newspapers.com. Other newspaper sources included the Washington State Library links to newspapers in Washington (www.sos.wa.gov/library/wa_newspapers.aspx) and Washington Online Historical Newspapers (https://sites.google.com/site/onlinenewspapersite/Home/usa/wa).


  I did not reach out to the families or friends of the deceased in the compilation of this book. First, it seemed like an intrusion; second, it would have taken too much time, with more than four hundred families to track down and contact. If family or friends would like to contact me, either to clarify facts or to add remembrances of the dead for subsequent editions, I encourage them to reach out through my publisher.
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Camping
Fall while hiking
Disappearance
Heart attack
Fall (summit)

Heart attack
Summit climb
Suicide

Vehicle accident

LOCATION
Longmire Campground

Fuhrer's Finger
Cougar Rock Campground
Pinnacle Peak saddle
Disappointment Cleaver

Sluiskin Mountain
Cadaver Gap

Inter Glacier
Stevens Canyon Road
Liberty Ridge

Ingraham Glacier

Liberty Ridge
White River

Muir Snowfield

Edith Creek Basin
Ohanapecosh Campground
Success Glacier

M Snowfield
Emmons Glacier
Ricksecker Point

Cougar Rock Campground
Cowlitz River

Carbon River

nknown
Disappointment Cleaver

Summerland area
Liberty Ridge

Oh My Point
Stevens Canyon
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DATE OF DEATH  NAME

June 4, 1957

July 29, 1957
Sept. 1, 1957
0ct. 24, 1957
Nov. 30, 1957
July 1, 1958

July 23,1958
Aug. 1, 1959

Aug. 6,1959
Sept. 2, 1959

Sept. 3, 1959
Mar. 26, 1960
June 18, 1960
Aug. 20, 1960
Sept. 9, 1960
Oct. 6, 1962

Oct. 12, 1962
June 2, 1963
Aug. 24, 1963
July 23, 1964
July 26, 1964

Apr. 23,1965

0ct. 17, 1965
Apr. 8, 1966
Aug. 14, 1966

Aug. 31, 1966
Nov. 21, 1966
June 29, 1967
July 15, 1967

Aug. 5, 1967
Sept. 10, 1967

Feb. 18, 1968
Apr. 15, 1968

June 15, 1968

Claudette Bline
Ida Ella Floe
Stephen Floe
Catherine Crowther
William Haupert
name
Lowell Linn
Mary Sovereign
Kenneth Stetson
Irvan Scalf
Coreen Goble
Marilyn Friedman
Harold Horn
Charles Carman
C. T Bressler
Elmer Branch
Brian Crecelius
Wayne Henry
Clifford Gabby
M. Harold Carlberg
Gayle Stevens
Douglas Nash
Percy Thorn
Thomas Pieper
Elyse Starr
Janet Leettola
Carl Baker
Walter Bryant
James Middleton
Alvin Petry
Wiliam Newland
Chester Carber
Caroline Jenkins
Helmut Kupfer
Julianne Jonnes
Clay Thompson
Richard Feldman
Melvin Barklow
Phyllis Louden
Kelly Louden
Karen Louden
John Hul
Elmer Post
David Post
Edith Anderson
Ivan O'Dell
Wilfred Crutchfield
James Reddick

AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY

58
58

14
18

Tree fell on the car

Heart attack
Fall (summit)

Vehicle accident
Disappeared while hking
Heart attack

Drowned

Veicle accident (not clear
if one accident of two)
Fallen tree

Plane crash

Pulmonary edema
Heart attack

Fall

Vehicle accident
Construction accident
Vehicle accident
Vehicle accident
Rockfall

Vehicle accident
Cerebral hemorthage
Rockfall

Plane crash

Asphyiation
Asthma
Plane crash

Heart attack
Vehicle accident
Heart attack
Fall

Heart attack after hiking
Hypothermia

Traumatic injuries
Hiking

Plane crash

Exposure

LOCATION
Near the north park boundary
onWA410

Unknown

Disappointment Cleaver
o details

No details

No details

Fan Lake

Unknown

Nisqually Bridge
Columbia Crest

Columbia Crest
Unknown

Edith Creek Basin
Unknown

Glacier Bridge
Unknown

Unknown

WA 410 at Cayuse Pass
Maternity Curve
Unknown

Nisqually Canyon

South Mowich Glacier

Unknown
Unknown
Near Grand Park

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Paradise Ice Caves

Van Trump Park
Paradise Glacier

Near Paraise lce Caves
Wapowety Cleaver

Anvil Rock
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DATE OF DEATH  NAME

Sept. 13,2011
Dec. 12, 2011
Jan. 1,2012

Jan. 1,2012

Jan. 15, 2012
Jan. 15, 2012
Jan. 15, 2012
Jan. 15, 2012
June 21, 2012
July4, 2012
July 26, 2012
Sept. 23, 2012
June 22, 2013
July 1, 2013
July 14,2013
Sept. 26,2013
Sept. 18,2013
Sept. 20, 2013
May 30, 2014

June 19, 2014
July 12,2014
July 13,2014
Sept. 11,2014
Dec. 28,2014
June 12, 2015
Aug.1, 2015
Sept. 14,2015

Mar. 26, 2016
Aug. 13, 2016
July3, 2017

July 13,2017
July 16, 2017

Richard Hudson
Brian Grobois
Benjamin Barnes

Margaret Anderson

Seol Hee Jin
Eunsork Yang
Michelle Trojanowski
Mark Vucich
Nicholas Hall
David Watson
Stephen Albers
Linda Fong
Ahamed Asir
David Toarmina
Stan Sattelberg
George Merriam
Alan Burgestahler
Robert Congeli
Matt Hegeman
Eitan Green

Erik Kolb

Mark Mahaney
Uday Marty

John Mullally
Karen Sykes

Eric Hansen
Edwin Birch
Thomas Casias
Louis Landry

Kyle Buis

Jack Kipp
Timothy Hagan

Avid Lahti
Craig Falk
Dmitri Pajitnov
Burt Meyer
Mark Naiman

AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY

82

Unknown
Hypothermia
Unknown

Homicide

Climb (summit)
Climb (summit)
Climb (Camp Muir)
Climb (Camp Muir)
Fall(rescue operation)
Glissading
Bicycling

Suicide

Drowning

Heart attack

Heart attack

Fall

Heart attack
Suicide

Climbing (summit)

Hiking
Vehicle accident
Hiking

Vehicle accident
Snowshoeing
Climbing (summit)
Heart attack

Fall (hiking)

Climbing (summit)
Skiing

Hiking
Skiing

LOCATION

Paradise parking lot
Stevens Creek

On Paradise Road

above Narada Falls

On Paradise Road

above Narada Falls
Unknown

Paradise Glacier
Paradise Glacier

Muir Snowield

Winthrop Glacier

Edith Creek

Stevens Canyon Road
Ricksecker Point

White River Campground
Skyline Trail near Paradise
Paradise

Pinnacle Peak Trail
Cougar Rock Campground
Wonderland Trail

Liberty Ridge

Owyhigh Lakes Trail
Stevens Canyon Road
Wonderland Trai
Stevens Canyon Road
Paradise Area

Mount Rainier Summit
Paradise Area
Crescent Lake
(Sluiskin Range)
Bechive

Nachez Loop Trail
Pebble Creek

Eagle Peak Trail
Emmons Glacier
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Jan. 1, 1893
July 27,1897
Jan. 1, 1907

Aug. 14,1909

Aug. 1,1911

May 12,1912
Aug. 12,1912
Aug. 18,1915
Sept. 2, 1915
Sept. 18,1916
Sept. 14,1917
Aug. 16, 1921
Aug.21, 1923
June 9, 1924
July 25,1924
July 26,1924
Aug. 22,1924

E. H. Hudson
Edgar McClure

Nils Brown
Crescent (first name unknown)
Aboy surnamed Prestline

Joseph W, Stevens
T.V. Callaghan

Legh Osborn Garrett

Ruth Dory
Charlotte Hunt
Gilbert Ordway
C. W Ferguson
J.A. Fitsch
Dorothy Haskell
Jack Meredith
Elle Kolbinson
Earl Kummer
Sadie Jordan
Sidney Cole
Paul Moser

24

AGE CAUSE/ACTIVITY

Gunshot wound
Fall

Traumatic injures suffered
in an avalanche while
hiking; working for Starbo
Mining Corp.

Missing and presumed
dead (summit)

Disappeared (summit)

Vehicle accident
Fall

Hit on the head by a rock
Collapse in ice cave
Crevasse fall (summit)
Crevasse fall

Fall

Drowned

Rockfall

Fall while hiking
Rockfall

Fall

LOCATION
Longmire
Muir Snowfield

Buried in Glacier Basin

Summit crater

Location unknown;
attempt via the Success Cleaver

Unknown
Pinnacle Peak

Cowlitz Cleaver

Paraise lce Caves

Above Gibraltar Rock
Paraise Glacier

Little Tahoma

Reflection Lake

Snout of the Nisqually Glacier
Van Trump Creek

Gibraltar Ledge

Unicorn Peak
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DATE OF DEATH  NAME

Nov. 24, 2001

May 29, 2002

June 6, 2002

Aug. 18, 2002
Sept. 13, 2002
Sept. 13, 2002
July 10, 2003
Sept. 7, 2003
May 15, 2004
June 3, 2004
June 12, 2004

July 26, 2004
QOct. 24, 2004
Oct. 29, 2004
Nov. 13, 2004
May 23, 2005

June 9, 2005
June 10, 2005
July 20, 2005
Aug. 2005

June 2006

Feb. 24, 2007
Mar. 19, 2007

June 16, 2007
Dec. 18,2007
Mar. 17, 2008
June 11, 2008
0ct. 13, 2008
Nov. 10, 2008
July7, 2009

Aug. 10, 2009
Apr.2, 2010

June 6, 2010

July 1, 2010

July 27,2010
Aug. 12, 2010
May 10, 2011
June 12, 2011
June 26, 2011
Sept. 13,2011

Jason Cosner

Keeta Owens
Grit Kleinschmidt
Comelius Beilharz
Benjamin Hernstedt
Dupuis
Valerie Martin
Marie McClafun
Ed Hommer
Erica Smith
Alvin Craver
Peter Cooley
Jonathan (Peter) Cahill
Luke Casady
Ansel Vizcaya
William Bowey
Aaron Koester
Samuel Neimoyer
Vasily Kozorezov
Timothy Stark
Greg Stark
Dorothy Kennedy
Mike Beery
Timothy Cole
Zachery Weston
Darcy Quick
Stanley Quande
Frances Blakely
Robert Blakely
Brian (leff) Graves
Kirk Reiser
Devin Ossman
Eduard Burceag
James Longworth
Timothy Swift
Dennis Newton
Richard Dawson
Robert Casper
Mark Wedeven
Eric Lewis
Lee Adams
Jason Russell
Tucker Taffe
Robert Plankers
Michael Hendrickson
Roger Wagner

AGE  CAUSE/ACTIVITY

Vehicle accident

Fall (summit)
Hypothermia (summit)
Fall (summit)
Fall (summit)

Suicide

Heart attack

Rockfall (summit)

Asthma

Heart attack

Fall (summit)

Fall (summit)

Avalanche (skiing/summit)

Drowned

Avalanche (summit)
Vehicle accident
Fall while hiking
Hiking

Vehicle accident
Fall (summit)
Suicide

Suicide

Fall

Mvalanche
Hiking

Hiking
Hiking (snowshoeing)
Hiking

Hiking

Suicide

Hiking

Heart attack

Heart attack

Suicide

Avalanche (summit)
Unknown (summit)
Fall (summit)
Drowned

Fall (summit)

Fall (summit)
Unknown

Fall

LOCATION
15 miles from the
Nisqually entrance
Liberty Cap

Ingraham Glacier

Nisqually River Glacier Bridge
Sourdough Ridge Trai
Disappointment Cleaver
Jackson Visitor Center

Dewey Lake Trail

Black Pyramid, Liberty Ridge
Liberty Ridge

Liberty Ridge

Sylia Falls
Ingraham Glacier
Windy Point on WA 410
Eagle Peak

Paradise Glacier

Milepost 59 on WA 410
Gibraltar Chute

Nickel Creek
Wapowety Cleaver
Comet Falls

Crystal Mountain
Ipsut Creek

Eagle Peak
Edith Creek Basin

Kautz Creek Trail

Muir Snowfield

Kautz Creek picnic area

Spray Falls

Crystal Creek Trailhead
Milepost 62 on WA 410
Carbon River Entrance Station
Ingraham Glacier

Ingraham or Nisqually Glacier
Emmons Glacier

Northern park boundary
Nisqually Glacier

Liberty Ridge

GSI Glacier Dorm at Paradise
Christine Falls
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DATE OF DEATH  NAME AGE  CAUSE/ACTIVITY LOCATION
Dec.10,1946  Duane Abbott Marine air transport plane  South Tahoma Glacier

Robert Anderson crash

Joe Bainter

Charles Criswell

Robert Reilly

Alben Robertson

Leslie Simmons Jr.

Harry Skinner

Wallace Slonin

Lawrence Smith

Buddy Snelling

Bobby Stafford

William St. Clair

Walter Stewart

John Stone

Albert Stubblefield

William Sullivan

Chester Taube

Harry Thompson Jr

Duane Thornton

Keith Tisch

Eldon Todd

Richard Trego

Charles Truby

Harry Turner

Ernesto Valdovin

Gene Vremsak

William Wadden

Donald Walker

Gilbert Watkins

Duane White

Louis Whitten
May2, 1948 Myrtle Neyhart Avalanche Unknown
July10,1949  John Thompson Drowned Carbon River
June 29,1951 C.E.Ringenback Vehicle accident No details
July27,1951  Harold Carpenter Vehicle accident Unknown

Mrs. Harold Carpenter

Dennis Carpenter (son)

Aug.6,1951  Joann Ramey 17 Fall Naches Peak
Aug. 23, 1951 Ralph Fisher Vehicle accident No details
Aug. 31,1951 Lester Bloom Vehicle accident No details
July5, 1954 Lewis Aycock nknown Unknown
Aug. 11,1954 Clare Combat Fall into a crevasse Meany Crest
Apr.30,1986  Richard Olson Vehicle accident Unknown
Aug. 18,1956 William Purcell 42 Vehicle accident No details

Aug. 18, 1956 Russell Miller Asthma attack Unknown
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DATE OF DEATH  NAME

Apr. 5, 1986
July3, 1986

Aug. 1, 1986
May 31, 1987

June 4, 1987

June 12, 1987
June 27, 1987
Sept. 11, 1987
Sept. 26, 1987
0Oct. 17, 1987
Mar. 7, 1988

Mar. 19, 1988
Mar. 20, 1988
May 13,1988

July 5, 1988
July 19, 1988
0Oct. 2, 1988
May 11, 1989
May 11, 1989
June 19, 1989

July 2, 1989
Jan.2, 1990

June 22, 1990
June 28, 1990
July 2, 1990

Aug.5, 1990
0ct. 28, 1990
Jan. 4, 1991

May 17, 1991
Aug.7, 1991

Aug. 19, 1991
Aug. 19, 1961
Sept. 1, 1991
Sept. 2, 1991
Sept. 26, 1991

Oct. 21,1991
Feb. 29, 1992

James Rodgers
Mary Carlton
Christopher Pennington
Don Wiltberger
John Wieis
William Hutson
Otto Papke

Kurt Fengler
Robert Goodwin
Unidentified male
Jeremy Anderson
Pamela Lee
Villiam Saul

John Kiler

Craig Adkison
Greg Remmick
David Kellokoski
Andre Genereux
Merle Huibregtse
Phylss Newton
Richard Mooney
Peter Derdonski
Leland Ney

Fred Ogden
Ronald McDonald
Randall Bates

Lyle Longaker

Vicen |. Pfost

Harry Card

Mike Curran

Randy Dierlam

David Bowen

David Smith

Pamela Johnson

James Kampe

Mark Fogerty

James Tuttle

Laura Siebert

Margit Haugerudgraathen
Kristine Sitton

Karl Feichtmeir

Ken Seifert

Kenneth Cardy

Arceo, Adrian
Gregory Terry
Jeffry Vallee

AGE  CAUSE/ACTIVITY

Skiing
Homicide
Waterfall
Asphydation

Unknown
Suicide

Asphydation

Vehicle accident
Homicide

Fall

Avalanche

Plane crash

Suicide

Fall (summit attempt)

Fall

Vehicle accident

Heart attack
Hypothermia

Fall

Vehicle accident/possible
suicide

Vehicle accident

Plane crash

Natural causes
Drowned
Plane crash

Vehicle accident
Skiing

Skiing

Crevasse fall (summit)
Vehicle accident

Vehicle accident

Fell over waterfall

Fall (summit)

Fall (summit)

Heart attack while hiking

Drowned
Fall (summit)

LOCATION
Paradise
Unknown
Comet Falls
Liberty Ridge

Paradise
Stevens Canyon

Emmons Glacier

Deadwood Creek

South of the tunnel on WA 123
Naches Peak

Plummer Peak

Willis Wall

Nisqually River plain

Liberty Ridge

Unicorn Peak/Snow Lake
WA 410 near Ghost Lake
Maternity Curve

Liberty Ridge

Liberty Ridge

Windy Point on WA 410

Windy Point on WA 410
Summit crater

Ohanapecosh Campground
Paradise River
Kautz Glacier

Kautz Creek
Muir Snowfield

Muir Snowfield

Ingraham Glacier

Ohana View on Stevens Creek
Ohana View on Stevens Creek
Silvr Falls

Disappointment Cleaver
Disappaintment Cleaver

First Burroughs Mountain,
Sunrise

Ohanapecosh River

Fuhrer Finger/Wilson Glacier
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DATE OF DEATH  NAME

June 24, 1968
July 12, 1968
Aug. 8, 1968
Sept. 12, 1968
Mar. 9, 1969
June 15, 1969
July 13, 1969

Aug. 13, 1969
Sept. 27, 1969
July 30, 1970
Aug. 20, 1970
Aug. 27,1970
Sept. 6, 1970
Aug. 1, 1971
0ct.6, 1971
Jan. 13, 1972

Aug. 2, 1972
May 27, 1973
June 26, 1973
Sept. 7, 1973

Sept. 8, 1973
Sept. 14, 1973

Nov. 13, 1973
Nov. 18,1973
July 31, 1975
Aug. 14,1975
Nov. 11, 1975
Feb.7,1976

Feb. 16, 1977

June 16,1977
June 19, 1977
June 30, 1977
July 6, 1977

hug. 12,1977
Aug. 30, 1977
Sept. 7, 1977
Sept. 10, 1977
Dec. 31, 1977
Mar. 26, 1978

Patrick Chamay
Bruce MacDonald
Martin Quinn
Milton Armstrong
John Aigers
George Dockery
Mark Kupperberg
David Stevens
Walter Truesdale
David Woodward
Eric Weigel
Susan Bullinger
Eric Bruce

Bruce Wahler
Michael Ferry
Charles Moore
Bl Steitz
Kenneth Fry
Kenneth Bride
Phillip Englund
Robert Linderman
Mark Wolstoncroft
Rendle Moore
Chrs Mckay
Eugene Sullivan
Gordon Barry
Louise Barry
Robert Henry
Violet Henry
Hepworth

David Taylor
Florence Veall
Mark Jackson
Arnold Manthey
Robert Anderson
Jack Wilkins

Margaret Muerer
Moises Alvarez

Jule Fillo

Dean Klapper
Craig Perky

William Hershey
Mary Gnehm
Jacques Jackson
Michael McNerthney
Marvin Skillnan

AGE  CAUSE/ACTIVITY

39
23

37
25

18

10
13

41

Pulmonary edema
Drowned

Hiking

Climbing (summit)
Avalanche
Rockfall

Fall while climbing

Heart attack
Heart attack

Fall while climbing
Drowned

Drowned
Hypothermia

Fall (summit)
Vehicle accident
Plane crash

Hiking
Sledding accident
Fall

Plane crash

Fall
Plane crash

Missing; presumed dead
Mvalanche

Heart attack
Rockfall

Skiin

Sledding accident
Fall while glissading
(summit)

Fall over waterfall
Vehicle accident
Hiking

Fall (summit)
Vehicle accident

Fall

Fall (summit)

Fall

Fall (summit)
Hiking

LOCATION

Liberty Cap

Ohanapecosh River

Near Ipsut Creek Campground
Cowitz Cleaver

Panorama Point

Curis Ridge

Winthrop Glacier

Paradise Inn
Near Berkeley Park
Pinnacle Peak
Ohanapecosh River
Chistine Falls
Spray/Seattle Park area
Disappointment Cleaver
Near State Camp
Cowitz Glacier

Owyhigh Lake Area
Edith Creek Basin
Mount Wow
Backbone Ridge

Panorama Point
Pyramid Peak

No details

Success Cleaver

Paradise Inn

Mowich Face

Paradise Valley Road
Paradise Valley Road entrance
Pyramid Glacier

Dead Horse Creek
Windy Point on WA 410

Cowitz Chimneys

Winthrop Glacier

Mile 7 in North Stevens Canyon
Faraay Rock

Ingraham Glacier

Silver Falls

SW Face of Panorama Paint
Paul Peak Trail





