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I have to thank my heavenly Father. He gave me the idea for this devotional, He gave me the ability to write and He sent people with various skills and the know-how my way. He opened the doors for me. He made a way where there seemed to be no way.

I also want to thank my pastor, Wimpie Helmand. Whenever I had any theological questions, he was ready to answer them. He also encouraged me to have this book published. Philip Smith gave me topics to write about.  Karen Loots organised for these devotionals to be broadcast on community radio stations and she also planned for these devotionals to be recorded.

“Therefore, if anyone is I Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

2 Corinthians 5: 17 (NKJV)
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“Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,”

Ephesians 2: 19 (NKJV)

Citizenship in the Roman Empire – of which Israel was a part – was very important. It afforded people certain rights and privileges. There were ‘half citizens,’ but they did not enjoy the same benefits.

The Israelites were always God’s chosen people. We, the Gentiles, were strangers and foreigners. We were outsiders, had no connection with God and were spiritually dead. We were excluded.

Citizenship in the Roman Empire could be gained in one of two ways. Either a person was born a Roman, provided his bloodline was pure, or he could pay a very large price. Jesus paid the price for us. No longer are we strangers, but by having accepted Jesus as our Lord and Saviour, we became citizens of God’s kingdom. We are not half citizens, but are equal to all other believers.

More than that, we became members of His family. We are sons and daughters of the Most High, no longer strangers. We can now take our place at the table as children of God. Jesus gave us a new identity.

A sculptor can transform a rock into a piece of art. One sculptor once said that when he looks at a rock, he sees what it should be and then chisels away those parts that are not part of the picture. When the sculptor is done, the rock has been transformed. No longer is it an ugly piece of rock, but a beautiful piece of art. The rock was transformed, it gained a new identity.

Lord Jesus, thank you for having made me a citizen of God’s kingdom, a member of His household. Thank you for having paid the price for my citizenship. Thank you for a new identity. In Your Name I pray, Lord Jesus. Amen.
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“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created them; male and female He created them.”

Genesis 1: 27 (NKJV)

In this verse we are told that human beings were created in the image of God. We were purposefully created. We were uniquely created.

Being created in His image does not mean that God has two arms, two legs, one head or any other such thing. It does mean that we have similar characteristics to God. Both God and human beings have intellect, emotions and a will. Furthermore, we are self-aware. We are familiar with the concepts of ‘I’ and ‘you.’ We are familiar with these concepts because God is like that. He is not an impersonal deity and neither is He distant.

Human beings, unlike the animals or the other things that God created, have a unique ability – we were created with a rational and moral capacity. God also created us with various and different abilities so that we can relate to Him. Apart from these attributes, He has also given mankind authority over His creation.

We have the ability to appreciate art, drama, music, beauty and it is even natural for us to dance. We have an appreciation for these things because we were created in God’s image. Because God is the Creator, we can also create. We can create stories, poems, music, movies, etc.

As human beings, it is very natural for us to seek out meaningful relationships and friendships. It adds to our sense of well-being. The same ‘tilt’ can be found in God. He is love. He does not have it, but He is it.

Just like a magnetic compass points north, our ‘north’ is in knowing what is right, fair and good. We were created to be rational. In order to understand ourselves, we must recognise that we were created in the image of God.

We are all these things because we have been created in the image of God.

Because we were created in His image, we have deep value. Never should any human being be treated with disrespect or be discarded. The rejection of the idea that man was created in the image of God leads to acts of terrorism and abuse. This can be seen in various cultures around the world that do not accept this basic truth.

Sometimes when we go shopping for clothes, we may look at an item and think ‘Who on earth will wear that? Who on earth thought it was a good idea to make that monstrosity in the first place? How could these guys even think that it would sell in their shop?’ If we are honest, there are people we don’t like very much. However, God made them. He sat down, planned and worked out a unique design for each person. He loves every person. He has created every person.

Father, thank you for having created me in Your image. Thank you for giving me the ability to relate to You. Help me, Holy Spirit, to always keep in mind that every person was created in the image of God. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





