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●  The Tennessee Volunteers football team began play in 1899.

●  The team was initially coached by Gilbert Kelly.

●  The team's first game was a 6-6 tie against Sewanee.

●  The name "Volunteers" comes from Tennessee’s nickname, "The Volunteer State," which originated during the War of 1812 due to the large number of Tennesseans who volunteered for duty.

●  Tennessee joined the Southeastern Conference (SEC) in 1933.

●  The Vols didn't have their first winning season until 1902.

●  The team initially played on Waite Field, which had a seating capacity of only 3,200.

●  The school's colors, orange and white, were selected by Charles Moore, a member of the first football team.

●  Tennessee's first-ever football win came against Maryville College, with a score of 7-0.

●  Tennessee's first bowl appearance was in the 1939 Orange Bowl.

●  In 1914, the Vols recorded their first undefeated season.

●  Tennessee's early teams were known for their staunch defense, often holding opponents scoreless.

●  The University of Tennessee was one of the charter members of the Southern Conference.

●  James DePree was the coach responsible for introducing the "Wing-formation" to the Vols in 1909.

●  The "Power T" logo was first used in the 1960s and has been synonymous with Tennessee football ever since.

●  Tennessee was one of the first schools in the south to adopt a mascot, a live bluetick coonhound named "Smokey".

●  The Volunteers have won 13 SEC championships in their storied history.

●  The Vols' home turf, Neyland Stadium, is named after General Robert Neyland, the winningest coach in Tennessee history.

●  The team's first out-of-state game was against Kentucky in 1908.

●  By the end of their second decade, Tennessee had already played in two major bowl games.

●  Before joining the SEC, Tennessee was a dominant force in the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association (SIAA).

●  The Vols faced off against Vanderbilt in their first-ever rivalry game in 1892.

●  In the 1910s, M.B. Banks led the Volunteers to a 31–12–3 record.

●  Tennessee's first postseason win was the 1939 Orange Bowl, where they defeated Oklahoma.

●  The team's motto is “I will give my all for Tennessee today.”
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Greatest Players
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●  Peyton Manning: An iconic quarterback who played from 1994-1997 and went on to NFL greatness.

●  Reggie White: Known as the "Minister of Defense" during his time at Tennessee from 1980-1983.

●  Doug Atkins: A dominant defensive end who played from 1950-1952.

●  Johnny Majors: Played from 1954-1956 and later became the Vols' head coach.

●  Dale Carter: An All-American defensive back for the Vols in the early 1990s.

●  Jason Witten: A tight end for Tennessee from 2000-2002, who became a standout in the NFL.

●  Carl Pickens: A star receiver in the early 1990s.

●  Al Wilson: A key linebacker for the Vols during their 1998 national championship run.

●  Eric Berry: A dynamic safety who played from 2007-2009.

●  Hank Lauricella: The star running back for the Vols in the early 1950s.

●  Steve Kiner: A linebacker for Tennessee from 1967-1969 and three-time All-American.

●  Willie Gault: A wide receiver and hurdler, known for his speed in the early 1980s.

●  Bob Johnson: An All-American center in the late 1960s.

●  Condredge Holloway: The first African-American starting quarterback in SEC history, played from 1972-1974.

●  Jamal Lewis: A powerful running back for the Vols from 1997-1999.

●  Bobby Dodd: Played quarterback from 1928-1930 and later became a Hall of Fame coach.

●  Anthony Miller: A top receiver for the Vols in the late 1980s.

●  Tee Martin: Quarterbacked the Vols to a national championship in 1998.

●  Leonard Little: A dominant defensive player in the mid-1990s.

●  Larry Seivers: Two-time All-American wide receiver in the mid-1970s.

●  Travis Henry: Set the school rushing record in 2000.

●  Arian Foster: Played from 2005-2008 and became a standout NFL running back.

●  Tim Irwin: An offensive lineman from 1978-1980 and an NFL mainstay.

●  Bobby Majors: An All-American safety and punt returner in the early 1970s.

●  Heath Shuler: A standout quarterback in the early 1990s who finished second in Heisman voting.
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