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If you have ever assisted someone in need or given of your resources to a charity of some sort, then you are quite familiar with that rewarding feeling that one receives after doing such good deeds. There is a difference, however, between giving to persons or entities of the like, and maybe just giving to your own child – The difference is that the latter is an investment. Whenever one makes an investment, it is with the expectation that they will receive future profits from same – God also makes investments, and his greatest investment is a man. Genesis 1 illustrates to us God’s creation of the universe, and as one reads a pattern becomes apparent, but this pattern immediately comes to an end when God said, “Let us make man in our image....” He certainly did not say that when he made the fowls of the air or the beasts of the field, the man was indeed different; he was God’s special investment! The most intriguing aspect of God’s investment in mankind is that it makes no sense! No one chooses to invest in that which has a high risk of failure, but that’s exactly what God did when he chose us. This is what the apostle Paul wrote in Romans 5:6-8, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die.But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” We had no way of being profitable to God; we were worthless, rejected and sentenced to eternal damnation. It is quite difficult to comprehend the nature of the love of God until we understand that it has nothing to do with our race, physique, or status in life – and it is not affected by our sins and failures either – it has everything to do with his grace! Yes, “by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)
God had great expectations for man; he was to bear the image of God in the earth – As a demonstration of this, God gave him dominion over all that he had created. Moreover, Genesis 2:7 indicates to us the true weight of God’s investment in man – We are informed that God formed man from the dust, and at this point he was nothing; just lying there, helpless and motionless – but then God did something even more incredible: he breathed into man the breath of life, and man became a living soul! No other creature had that privilege, the man had the breath of God invested in him – He now moved, lived and had his being in God. Oh, how we often forget that the breath within our bodies was invested by God! Without God, man is nothing; just a lump of earth. We, therefore, do not live at our own pleasure: for God, most certainly, is looking for return on his investment, and that return is called ‘purpose’. 
God is an intelligent creator; he did not create man because he was idle and had nothing else to do – God created man for a reason; the man had a purpose. One’s purpose is the answer to the question of “Why do I exist?” Many people today are grappling with this question because they fail to consult the very source of their existence, God. He is the Creator, surely he knows why you were created, and it is his desire that you will fulfill that purpose. God’s purpose for our lives was not determined with uncertainty or rashness; his purpose for our lives was established even before our birth. God made this clear to the prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 1:5, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; and before you were born I sanctified you, and I ordained you a prophet to the nations.” This was God’s actual response to a fearful Jeremiah, who thought that God’s calling for his life was bigger than him! Jeremiah, like many of us, thought that he was inadequate for the job; however, God used these words to encourage and remind Jeremiah that his plan for his life was foreordained – before he was even born! This was not some impulsive behaviour on God’s part – Jeremiah’s birth did not take God by surprise – it was well calculated; God planned for it! What is even more exciting is that from God’s revelation to his servant David in Psalm 139:15-16, we understand that his plan for our lives not only precedes our birth, but also our conception! This is what the Psalmist said, “My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” Yes, you were in God’s plan before your mother met your father! 
The Writer in Revelation 4:11 reveals to us the purpose of Creation; it is to bring pleasure to God. “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” Pleasure may be described as a feeling of joy or satisfaction due to the fulfillment of one’s desire. Thus, our lives bring pleasure to God when we do that which he desires of us to do; that which seems good in his eyes. There are three phrases in Genesis 1 that, in this chapter, are worthy of our attention. The first is, “And God said, let....” God demonstrated his creative power through words. The thought of God’s word causing great creatures such as the blue whale and great elements such as the sun and moon to exist is unfathomable but that’s only because we are not God! Truly, God is “able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think....” (Ephesians 3:20) There is nothing too hard for him – that’s the God who we serve; a God who can do anything! All things are possible with him – He can mend broken relationships, he can heal incurable diseases, he can restore life – he can do anything! The latter part of that chapter says, “To Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” Yes, God receives glory when his Creation sees him as he is; God, and praises him for same. We can only truly praise him when we, through faith, acknowledge who he is! In acknowledging who God is, it calls for us to forsake all that we know. The scripture says, “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:9). We are made in the image of God, but we are not God! We must agree with his word; in every single aspect of it – We agree that we are helpless sinners who need a Saviour, we agree that he is God and we are not, and we agree that through Jesus’ work on the cross we are saved. In agreeing with the word of God we thereby exercise faith; it is a faith that says ‘In spite of’. 
There are two types of faith that a believer may demonstrate, the first is a “hearing faith”; a faith like that of the centurion soldier, whose servant was sick. The centurion only heard about the healing power of Jesus; he had never met Jesus – he had no personal encounter with him but he believed! This soldier had so much faith that he told Jesus to “speak the word”; “You don’t have to come, Lord; you just say it and I know that it will be done!” Oh, if we should display such faith today; we need only to hear what the word of God says about us or a situation, and we wholeheartedly believe! Faith, of that kind, moves God – Jesus completely marveled at the centurion’s response. Yes, my friends, God wants us to have such faith, it’s a faith that “comes by hearing and, hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17) 
The second type of faith is the “seeing faith”, and this faith generally springs forth after a moment of great doubt and a subsequent display of God’s power. It is a faith like that of Thomas who was not with the other disciples when Jesus appeared to them at a particular time – when he heard from the rest, of Jesus’ appearance – he doubted that Christ indeed rose from the dead and said, “Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.” For Thomas, it took more than just three and a half years of Jesus’ ministry, miraculous works and his foretelling of his death, burial, and resurrection, to believe – Thomas had a “seeing faith”. What kind of faith do you have? How long will it take and what more will God have to do for you to believe in him? Of course, Jesus through his mercy and grace, was more than willing to show Thomas what he wanted to see, but not without a rebuke, “Jesus saith unto him, ‘Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.’” (John 20:29) Another example of a person displaying a “seeing faith” is the Apostle Peter in his encounter with Jesus on the lake of Gennesaret – This type of believer just “goes with the flow”. Jesus after using Simon’s boat as a platform to project his word to the crowd on the shores, wanting to reveal himself, and at the same time probably wanting to “reward” Peter for his lost day of labour and his obedience to the Holy Spirit, told him to launch out into the deep and to make a catch. Peter objected to this, citing what he had experienced the prior night – he had “toiled all night and caught nothing.” Peter then decided to just do what Jesus said, stating, “Nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.” What happened next proved that Peter’s initial response was more of doubt than of faith. The text says that they caught so many fishes that the net could not contain them; it began to break – they had to get help in securing the catch. John 5:8-9 says, “When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, ‘Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.’ For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken.” Peter was not truly convinced until he “saw it” – God wants us to trust him by trusting his word. From here on, believe that the God that said, “Let there be....” is the same God whom you serve – he can do anything!
The second phrase to note is, “and it was so....” God was not just all talk; everything that he proclaimed came into being! It’s always great to talk about what God can do, but it is even better to tell of what he has done! No wonder the word of God in Revelation 12:11 declared, “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.” For it is by constantly reminding ourselves of what God has done for us, in us, and through us that we will be able to overcome the lies of Satan. In
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