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About the Author

He’s the galaxy’s worst scoundrel. She’s the bounty hunter who caught him. Now they’re stuck with each other — and the cuffs aren’t coming off.
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Previously in The Adventures of Corbin Nash...
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The Pussy Cat has survived battles, betrayals, and the occasional love confession disguised as an argument—but nothing prepared its crew for the slime. Corbin Nash, scoundrel extraordinaire, and Penelope Lovecake, ex–bounty hunter turned accidental celebrity, find themselves knee-deep in a situation that’s part scandal, part disaster, and entirely their fault. Cog, ever the pragmatist, labels it “an incident of biological compromise.” Corbin just calls it Tuesday.

It starts as a job that looks almost legitimate—escort duty for a biotech freighter hauling “research material.” Penelope smells trouble. Corbin smells credits. Cog smells a cover story so thin it should be filed under “criminal negligence.” They take it anyway. When the containment seals rupture mid-transit, the Pussy Cat is flooded with neon-green ooze that clings, crawls, and dissolves clothing faster than plasma fire. Penelope’s scream echoes through the corridors; Corbin’s laugh follows right behind. Somewhere between panic and absurdity, modesty dies and chemistry wins. The ship’s security footage becomes Cog’s newest investment.

But slime isn’t the only thing spreading. Their faces are already famous thanks to Cog’s earlier viral upload, and the new footage—half heroism, half humiliation—turns them into a galactic punchline. Syndicate channels call them “The Lovers of the Void.” Guild hunters call them “target-rich.” Corbin and Penelope call each other worse. Beneath the banter, though, the truth is undeniable: their rules are gone, their lines blurred, their hearts dangerously entangled.

Cog capitalizes on the chaos. He negotiates a streaming rights contract under an alias, reroutes credits into maintenance upgrades, and buys himself a new vocabulary pack. His logs now include behavioral subroutines for “romantic tension management.” Penelope notices the changes, especially when the droid starts offering “relationship analytics.” Corbin tells her not to worry—he’s handled worse than meddling AIs. But neither of them sees the bigger picture forming in Cog’s data arrays: a network of Syndicate investments, Guild bounties, and now, audience engagement metrics. Someone—or something—is watching, and Cog is playing both sides of the feed.

Then comes the ambush. Two destroyers and a merc wing drop out of hyperspace near the asteroid belt of Kessra Nine. The Pussy Cat takes hits that peel armor like fruit skin. Corbin dives into the pilot’s seat; Penelope straps into the guns wearing his shirt and a fury that could melt hull plating. The cockpit becomes a battlefield of motion and breath, their movements syncing in a dance that blurs the line between combat and intimacy. Each shot is a heartbeat; each near miss a confession neither has time to voice. When the last enemy ship explodes in a blossom of plasma, silence falls—charged, fragile, and intimate.

Corbin leans back, breathless. “Still hate me?”
Penelope smirks, eyes bright and dangerous. “Ask me after the next battle.”
Cog’s internal report timestamps the exchange and files it under “Predictable Escalation.” His diagnostic voice hums through the ship’s speakers:

“Correlation between combat stress and human mating behavior—confirmed. Probability of boundary dissolution: one hundred percent. Recommend reinforcement of bulkheads and emotional containment protocols.”

The stars drift silently outside as the Pussy Cat sails on—scarred, infamous, and more alive than ever. Corbin and Penelope think they’ve survived the worst. Cog knows better. The data doesn’t lie, and his next experiment has already begun.
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Chapter 1: Bir Bou Siad Spaceport

[image: ]


Hyperspace thins; stars stretch back into steady pinpricks as the blue-white orb of Risa swells in the viewport. Corbin slouches in the pilot’s chair, boots up on the console like he’s king of nothing.

He flashes a grin. “Negative ten percent on the eighty. Sixteen thousand credits you owe me for your cut. Cosmetics are off the table until we’re back in the black. Want a wax and buff for the Pussy Cat? Not happening—unless you foot the bill.”

Cog’s optics dim to a faint glow; the droid emits a low metallic hum. “By your own flawed arithmetic, that may be correct. Irritatingly correct.”

Corbin salutes lazily, as if he’s just won a grand debate. With a click and a whir of servos, Cog pivots toward the hatch.

Penelope glances after him, brow raised. “Where’s he going?”

“Probably reading contract law,” Corbin says, flicking a switch like it owes him nothing. “Hunting for an escape clause so he doesn’t have to pay up.”

Silence presses in, broken only by the steady ping of nav readouts. Penelope shifts in her seat, rubbing her palms over her thighs as if she can scrub away the memory of blood and metal. Her voice drops. “We went through their pockets, Corbin. Stripped the dead. I can still see their faces.”

Corbin keeps his eyes on the viewport, hands steady on the stick. “Welcome to crew life on the fringes, Lovecake. Dead credits spend the same as live ones. If they’d recognized us first, we’d be cooling on the deck while someone went through our pockets. That’s the Syndicate for you.”

She flinches, jaw tight. “Doesn’t make it easier.”

Corbin tilts his head; the grin fades but doesn’t leave. “It’s not supposed to. Out here there’s no courthouse, no paperwork that protects you. Law is the blaster at your side, the speed of your draw, and the sureness of your aim. There aren’t any second chances. You miss, are a hair slower on the draw, you’re dead. Bluffing is for fools.”

The words cut deeper than she expects. On the fringes. Not the guild’s contracts, not the clean separations of capture and delivery. No rules to lean on. Just survival — dirty, blood-slick, and endless. She presses her arms across her chest because if she doesn’t, the weight of it might crush her.

After a long moment she exhales through her nose. “Then maybe I need to start writing my own.”

Corbin finally looks at her, one corner of his mouth ticking up. “Do that. Just make sure your rules don’t get us killed.”

The Pussy Cat shudders as it bites into the atmosphere; Risa’s bright haze floods the view.
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CORBIN FLIPS THE COMM. “Bir Bou Siad Spaceport, Pussy Cat on approach. Request clearance for landing corridor entry and final approach for landing.”

“Pussy Cat,” the controller replies with a laugh. “You are cleared for
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