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Major-General Philip Sheridan with his generals. Left to right: Wesley Merritt, Philip Sheridan, George Crook, James William Forsyth, and George Armstrong Custer.
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A NOTE ON THE TEXTS

While there are Civil War battles and officers of greater significance or interest, I have selected what I perceive as the most famous officers and battles since the majority of readers would prefer to know what Custer had to say, as opposed to Major-General Henry Halleck, who played a much greater role in conducting the course of the war from his office in the War Department. Of course, determining what constitutes fame is subjective, so considerable effort went into constructing the list, with consultation of a large variety of sources.

Ranks listed in the heading of each selection represent the highest rank an officer attained, including brevet ranks—some achieved after the war—while ranks listed on battle summary pages, notes, and text are ranks at a specific time, so Lee appears both as colonel and general, depending on the time.

To maintain a degree of impartiality, I have presented the offensive force in each battle first and the defensive force second.

Almost every selection or quotation is abridged for brevity and to remove superfluous material, though I have taken care to maintain context. Occasionally I have integrated material from several sources into a single selection, as indicated in the Sources list. For ease of reading, I have refrained from indicating where edits were made, except where I felt it would be helpful.

I have also corrected typos while generally maintaining the writers’ idiosyncratic spelling and punctuation to retain the flavor of the times. As a result, inconsistencies occur between selections, such as General John Bell Hood’s spelling of Major-General Rosecrans’s name as “Rosecranz.”






INTRODUCTION

THE RISING STORM


The storm had been brewing for quite some time—perhaps more than a century. It was about many things, but at the heart of it all lay slavery.

A poll taken on the 150th anniversary of the start of the Civil War showed that most Americans believe that a disagreement over states’ rights was the primary cause of the war—this despite the overwhelming opinion of most historians and teachers, who have examined the records and documents that demonstrate clearly that the cause was slavery. The issue of states’ rights was a rhetorical smoke screen. As we will see from Secessionist documents, the states’ rights they wanted to preserve had to do with owning slaves.

This is all still hotly debated among nonhistorians, who often ignore facts, with just about everyone confusing the cause of the war with the reasons for fighting it. Slavery caused the war, but that’s not what the fighting ended up being about. Some background material will help clarify the confusion. In order to understand the battles and the men who fought them, we need to know what led them there to kill their friends and relatives.

LEGAL AMERICAN SLAVERY

The first thirty of what later became known as slaves came to the Virginia Colony in 1619. But initially even slaves from Africa were considered indentured servants, released after a specified period of time or on conversion to Christianity. But wealthy whites didn’t like losing their best-trained servants, so they turned slavery into an automatic life sentence for both the slaves and their descendants. A 1654 Virginia court decision designated John Casor, an African, as the first official slave in the colonies. Even though he had served well past his period of indentured servitude, the court defined him as his master’s property and confirmed the designation as a life sentence.

The trade in Africans, which had gone on since the mid-1500s, escalated in the 1700s. As agriculture grew in the South, plantation owners relied on slaves to plant, tend, and harvest crops. Businesses increasingly used them to generate profits. As larger numbers of slaves were kept together in forced labor camps, the quality of their lives decreased to maximize profits, and increasingly brutal methods kept them in line. As slavery expanded, though, many questioned it—even some slaveholders, such as Thomas Jefferson.

REPUBLICANS VERSUS DEMOCRATS

The Revolutionary War complicated matters. It was a war for autonomy, the Declaration of Independence proclaiming that “all men are created equal.” Yet the newly formed United States was one of the largest slaveholding countries in the world. While framing the Constitution, the Founding Fathers compromised on slavery in order to gain the support of Southern states, particularly South Carolina and Georgia, which probably wouldn’t have joined the Union otherwise. But the discussion of human rights resulting from the Revolution also led to talk of abolition.

The abolitionist movement grew rapidly in the early 1800s, particularly in the North, lobbying governments and eventually establishing the Underground Railroad to smuggle slaves to freedom. Their extremely vocal and sometimes violent activities sparked equally violent reactions from their opponents, pushing the two factions farther apart. Slavery became a major political issue, and the evolving political parties were forced to take sides, so that by the 1850s there were two main parties—the Republican Party, favoring abolition, and the Democratic Party, favoring slavery.

These two political parties now have essentially inverted what they were then. In general, Republicans were reformers, favoring change, while Democrats favored maintaining the status quo. Then, most Republicans were liberal and lived in cities, while most Democrats were conservative and lived in the country.1 Up until the war each party had its own liberal and conservative divisions, but when considering the parties of the 1800s, in a general way Abraham Lincoln and the Republicans were more liberal, favored change, and opposed slavery, while Jefferson Davis and the Democrats were more conservative, favored the status quo, and championed slavery. Ultimately slavery defined their parties.

STATES AGAINST STATES

Linking the issue of slavery to individual states ended up dividing the country. Perhaps if the Founding Fathers had established a federal law one way or the other, taking the issue away from the states, the nation could have avoided civil war. But even then the issue was so contentious that the Founding Fathers—who had other matters to handle—for the most part avoided it.

As slavery expanded in the South after the Revolution, Northern states began abolishing it, sometimes converting slaves automatically to indentured servants. By 1810 the Northern states had freed 75 percent of their slaves—which wasn’t all that difficult since there weren’t many slaves in the North. Only 1 percent of enslaved and free African Americans lived in the North, primarily in cities, while 95 percent lived in the South, with the rest in the territories.

By 1860 the South had nearly four million slaves. A third of all Southern families owned at least one, with half of those owning between one and four. Estimates put 20 to 30 percent of the slaves in the hands of less than 1 percent of the slaveholders, and only nineteen slaveholders owned more than 500 slaves each.

FEAR AND LOATHING

The country divided itself into Northern free states and Southern slave states. The political parties dividing along the same lines, with Republicans in the North and Democrats in the South, made the situation worse. As new states and territories joined the rapidly growing country, Republicans wanted to contain slavery to the South for moral reasons but also to decrease the Democrats’ political power. Democrats naturally objected.

The issue became so incendiary that people were being murdered because of their opinions. In the Bleeding Kansas years of 1854–58, Kansas Territory, seeking statehood, tried to establish whether it would be a free or slave state as abolitionists and proslavery forces poured in to battle it out. Both factions fully believed they had God on their side.


Southern Democrats controlled Congress and the White House from 1852 to 1858. The Supreme Court also sided with the South in its infamous 1857 Dred Scott decision, which said that blacks couldn’t become American citizens, the Constitution didn’t protect them, slaves were strictly property, and Congress and the various territorial governments had no authority to prohibit slavery. The court foolishly thought it was removing the issue of slavery from politics by making it a matter of law. Instead, the decision exploded a bomb among abolitionists and Republicans.

The Dred Scott decision caused a panic in the North, particularly among the political parties. If territories became slave states, slavery would expand and the Democrats could cement total control of the government. It forced many who otherwise were willing to accept slavery, as long it remained in the South, to take sides. Northerners flocked to the newly created Republican Party, formed several years earlier from the antislavery Free-Soil Party. Since the Republican Party had formed around containing slavery, the South became deeply worried. They—particularly Virginians—had to a large extent controlled the federal government since George Washington, but without any new slave states they would lose control of the government forever and the North’s power would continue to increase.

When Republicans gained control of the House of Representatives in 1858 and two years later won the presidency and both houses of Congress, Southern politicians suddenly found themselves playing a minor role in government, with the prospect of losing power completely. Nor was their fear baseless. With one party dominating the North and another the South, when one lost, half the country lost. When the majority of voters elected Lincoln, the South could say legitimately that they were subject to a government for which they didn’t vote. Lincoln didn’t appear on ballots of ten of the eleven states that seceded. In Virginia, where his name did appear, he received only 1.1 percent of the vote.

Fearing a permanent loss of power, Southern politicians saw an exaggerated future in which the North imposed its will on them and they had no recourse. They believed their rights would be violated—which was already the case to some extent because abolitionists were violating the fugitive slave clause of the Constitution—and that the government would dictate whatever the North wanted, including the abolition of slavery altogether.

By the time Lincoln took the oath of office, Southerners had convinced themselves that much of their fantasy had already happened, seeing Lincoln as a modern-day Julius Caesar, dictatorially leading a tyrannical federal government. They viewed secession as a second war for freedom—except, of course, for the slaves.

Even though most didn’t own slaves, Southerners firmly believed abolition would end the “Southern way of life.” William Tecumseh Sherman, living in Louisiana before the war, wrote that “all men in Louisiana were dreadfully excited on questions affecting their slaves, who constituted the bulk of their wealth, and without whom they honestly believed that sugar, cotton, and rice, could not possibly be cultivated.”

When Southern politicians lost control of the government, they felt they had to form their own government to save themselves. The seven cotton states of the Deep South, which had the greatest number of plantations and slaves, seceded first. Together they formed the Confederate States of America on February 4, 1861, with a government modeled on the one they were leaving.

THE REAL REASONS FOR SECESSION

Many reasons other than slavery are given today as the cause of the war—states’ versus federal rights and economic differences between the North and South, among others—and to some extent these played a part. But at the base of it all lay one primary cause: slavery. The South feared losing it, which various declarations of secession clearly spell out. Several discuss slavery at considerable length, with Georgia’s the most detailed and reasoned.

Four states—Florida, Louisiana, North Carolina, and Tennessee—gave no reasons for secession. The remaining seven cited the following reasons:

Slavery (four states): This is the only reason Mississippi gave, saying, “Our position is thoroughly identified with the institution of slavery—the greatest material interest of the world. … A blow at slavery is a blow at commerce and civilization. … It [abolition] has given indubitable evidence of its design to ruin our agriculture, to prostrate our industrial pursuits, and to destroy our social system. … For far less cause than this, our fathers separated from the Crown of England.”

Georgia, South Carolina, and Texas also mentioned slavery as a reason, and Georgia further specified the exclusion of slavery from new territories, making it illegal for Southerners to take their legal property with them if they traveled or moved to the new territories.

Violations of the Constitution (four states): Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, and Texas cited violations of the Constitution’s fugitive slave clause.

Fear of Lincoln (four states): South Carolina cited the election of Lincoln, “whose opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery,” and the fear that under Lincoln’s government the “guaranties of the Constitution will then no longer exist; the equal rights of the States will be lost. The slaveholding States will no longer have the power of selfgovernment, or self-protection, and the Federal Government will have become their enemy”—all before Lincoln even became president.

Georgia declared that the avowed purpose of Lincoln and the government dominated by the antislavery Republican Party was “to subvert our society and subject us not only to the loss of our property but the destruction of ourselves, our wives, and our children, and the desolation of our homes, our altars, and our firesides.”

Arkansas believed the Republican Party intended to wage war on the seceded states, while Alabama merely cited Lincoln’s election.

Abolitionists (three states): Georgia and South Carolina claimed the abolitionists were encouraging their slaves to rise against them, threatening their security and “domestic peace and tranquility.” South Carolina also pointed out that the abolitionists were helping slaves run away. Texas was more general, citing the relentless activities of abolitionists.

Federal government (two states): Virginia believed the federal government was perverting its powers in order to injure Virginians and oppress the slave states.

Texas’s Declaration of Secession, the most vitriolic, cited the problems in Kansas, claiming that “the disloyalty of the Northern States” and “the imbecility of the Federal Government” allowed “incendiaries and outlaws” to “trample upon the federal laws and to make war upon the lives and property of Southern citizens in that territory.” They also cited “an unnatural feeling of hostility to these Southern States and their beneficent and patriarchal system of African slavery, proclaiming the debasing doctrine of equality of all men, irrespective of race or color—a doctrine at war with nature, in opposition to the experience of mankind, and in violation of the plainest revelations of Divine Law.”

States’ rights (one state): Initially the South used the banner of states’ rights as a euphemism for their perceived right to have slaves, but over time they separated and added to it the right to freedom, selfdetermination, and secession. At the time of secession, Southern documents and speeches clearly reveal a primary concern about the right to own slaves. Only South Carolina mentioned encroachments on states’ rights, and the only rights they specifically listed were the “right of property in slaves” and the rather nebulous “right of deciding upon the propriety of our domestic institutions.”

Before seceding, the South stood against states’ rights when it came to restrictions on slavery, such as New York’s law that if a slaveholder vacationing in the Empire State brought along a servant, that slave would automatically be free. They also seethed that it was legal in other states for citizens to openly form abolitionist societies and for blacks to vote.

The South wasn’t fighting for the right of a state to secede. Every state in the Union had that right—and still does. It was the method of secession that Lincoln felt was illegal, and he presented his case in his first inaugural address. The Constitution acted as a contract between the states, and for any state to leave, all parties to the contract had to be in agreement. Obviously the North was not. To join the Union, a territory had to petition Congress and draft a constitution. Both houses of Congress had to approve territorial statehood, and the president signed a bill formally establishing the new state. In theory, the reverse also held true: If a state wanted to secede, the state legislature had to vote as such, and both Congress and the president had to approve. But even Lincoln himself didn’t believe the president had authority to force states to remain in the Union. The Southern states, on the other hand, believed in total self-determination, that they could leave the Union only if a majority of their citizens favored it. There was talk in the North of rebellion and treason, but the issue didn’t come to a head until after the Battle of Fort Sumter.

Northern businesses (one state): Georgia felt the federal government actively favored Northern businesses.

Tariffs (none): Custom duties comprised 95 percent of the government’s revenue in 1860, although by 1863 it only made up 56 percent because the government reintroduced excise taxes and for the first time established income taxes in order to pay for the war debt. Before the Morrill Tariff, America had one of the lowest tariff rates in the world. In 1861 the Morrill Tariff raised the average custom duty from 21 to 36 percent.

Some pro-Confederate people today cite tariffs as a cause of the war, but at the time the cotton states seceded, the government was operating under the 1857 tariff law, which the seceding states helped write. It wasn’t until after secession, when those states pulled their members from Congress, that Republicans could pass the Morrill Tariff, which President Buchanan, a Democrat, signed just before Lincoln took office.

Only Georgia and South Carolina cited tariffs in their secession conventions, and even Alexander Stephens, later vice president of the Confederacy, argued that the Morrill Tariff wouldn’t affect the South as much as others claimed.

Three weeks before Fort Sumter, Vice President Stephens gave his Cornerstone Speech, in which he outlined the difference between the United States and the Confederate States. “The new [Confederate] constitution has put at rest, forever, all the agitating questions relating to our peculiar institution—African slavery as it exists amongst us—the proper status of the negro in our form of civilization. This was the immediate cause of the late rupture and present revolution. Jefferson in his forecast, had anticipated this, as the ‘rock upon which the old Union would split.’ He was right. What was conjecture with him, is now a realized fact. Our new government is founded upon exactly the opposite idea; its foundations are laid, its corner-stone rests, upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to the white man; that slavery subordination to the superior race is his natural and normal condition. This, our new government, is the first, in the history of the world, based upon this great physical, philosophical, and moral truth.”

His speech demonstrates how deeply slavery had become embedded in the Southern identity.

TRANSITION TO WAR

The Confederacy’s attack on Fort Sumter of April 12–13, 1861, gave Lincoln the excuse he needed to call up an army, since the peacetime force was too small to fight a war and a large portion of it, including many of the best officers, had joined the Confederacy. Even though most people knew the war they’d been expecting had begun, only Congress could declare war, so Lincoln issued a proclamation calling for 75,000 volunteers to regain federal property taken by the South. Four wavering states rightly saw the proclamation as Lincoln’s call to arms. Arkansas, North Carolina, Tennessee, and most of Virginia used it as their reason for joining the Confederacy. The four border states, Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, and Missouri, remained with the Union, along with what later became West Virginia.

Kentucky, deeply divided, initially decided on neutrality, but Brigadier-General Leonidas Polk, “the Fighting Bishop,” sent the Confederate army to occupy Columbus, prompting the state government to ask the Union army to come to their aid. The majority of Kentucky’s elected government was pro-Union, so Southern sympathizers formed a provisional government, creating two Kentucky governments—one with the Union, the other with Confederacy. A similar situation arose in Missouri, where a provisional government formed in opposition to the original elected government.

WHAT THEY WERE FIGHTING FOR

When people argue over what caused the war, they tend to confuse the matter with why they were fighting—two different things. Slavery ultimately caused the war. Without slavery, the war wouldn’t have taken place, but that’s not what the fight was about. Slavery led to secession, and that split sparked the fighting. For the North the fight was to preserve the Union and suppress an illegal rebellion. For the South it was to uphold the right of self-determination, regardless of what the rest of the country wanted. The South saw the Union army as an invading force against which they had to defend themselves, while the Union saw the Confederacy as a traitorous bunch of rebels trying illegally to seize U.S. soil and establish an illegitimate government.


I wrote you about my disgust at reading the Reunion speeches: According to [George] Christian the Virginia people were the abolitionists and the Northern people were pro-slavery. The South went to war on account of slavery. South Carolina went to war—as she said in her Secession proclamation—because slavery would not be secure under Lincoln. South Carolina ought to know what was the cause for her seceding. Ask Sam Yost to give Christian a skinning.

I am not ashamed of having fought on the side of slavery—a soldier fights for his country—right or wrong—he is not responsible for the political merits of the course he fights in.

—CONFEDERATE COLONEL JOHN MOSBY, KNOWN AS “THE GRAY GHOST,” TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL CHAPMAN



The soldiers themselves gave a wide variety of reasons for fighting. Chief among them was patriotism either for their country or for their state. Some believed it was the right thing to do—and their duty. Others feared being labeled as cowards if they didn’t. (Neighbors sent some men dresses if they refused to join.) Some did it for adventure and excitement or a chance at honor or glory. Some wanted to prove themselves and show their courage. Some wanted to join friends or relatives. A few realized the importance of the events taking place and wanted to take part. Some wanted to defend their homes, while a few wanted the pay or signing bonuses. There were those who saw it as a battle between virtue and vice or good and evil. Some didn’t know why they were fighting. For most, it was a combination of these reasons, which changed over time. As the war dragged on, many Union soldiers, sick of it all, wanted to stop the bloodshed by ending slavery altogether. But the Confederates didn’t want their world turned upside down. Both sides professed to fight for freedom. Very few risked their lives solely to preserve or to end slavery.

Even Lincoln didn’t initially intend to end slavery. Although personally opposed to it, he didn’t believe the president had the power to abolish it. The president, through the executive branch, implements and enforces laws. It was up to Congress to create, modify, and abolish them. He also knew the country at large wasn’t ready to end slavery.

Lincoln had a higher priority. In a letter to the New York Tribune, he wrote, “My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to save or to destroy slavery. If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving others alone I would also do that. What I do about slavery, and the colored race, I do because I believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear because I do not believe it would help to save the Union. I have here stated my purpose according to my view of official duty; and I intend no modification of my oft-expressed personal wish that all men everywhere could be free.”

The Emancipation Proclamation was a tool designed to weaken the Confederacy. A prior proclamation, issued in September 1862, freed all slaves in the Confederacy if those states didn’t rejoin the Union within three months. But that didn’t affect the slave states that remained in the Union. With the Emancipation Proclamation, on January 1, 1863, between 20,000 and 50,000 slaves were freed immediately, with many more to follow as the Union regained control over parts of the South. The Proclamation dramatically shifted the government’s perspective on the war from one of preserving the Union to one of establishing freedom for all. Lincoln wanted to sway international opinion in the Union’s favor. The Proclamation also allowed freed slaves to join the military and may have hurt the South’s economy by encouraging slaves to flee to the North. The Union didn’t officially abolish the institution of slavery until after the war, when Congress enacted the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution.

Before the war began, no one knew what they were getting into. They hadn’t a clue to the unimaginable death, destruction, and devastation they were facing. Each side thought it would end quickly. But both sides were determined and roughly evenly matched, so it turned into a difficult and bloody war that dragged on for four years. Circumstances and events established a situation where war was probably unavoidable—that is, without compromises that neither side was willing to make.

The storm had been brewing since before the birth of the country. When it finally hit, it literally ripped the country apart, and America went to war against itself.









THE WAR BEGINS

Known by the North as

THE WAR FOR THE UNION

THE GREAT REBELLION

THE WAR OF THE REBELLION

Known by the South as

THE WAR OF SECESSION

THE WAR FOR SOUTHERN INDEPENDENCE

THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES

THE WAR OF NORTHERN AGGRESSION

Known by African Americans as

THE FREEDOM WAR

APRIL 12, 1861

COMMANDERS




	Union

Commander in Chief:

President Abraham Lincoln: March 4, 1861–April 15, 1865

Generals in Chief:

Winfield Scott: July 5, 1841–November 1, 1861

George McClellan: November 1, 1861–March 11, 1862

President Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin Stanton: March 11–July 23, 1862

Henry Halleck: July 23, 1862–March 9, 1864

Ulysses S. Grant: March 9, 1864–March 4, 1869

	Confederate

Commander in Chief:

President Jefferson Davis: February 18, 1861–May 5, 1865

General in Chief:

Robert E. Lee: January 31–April 9, 1865

(Lee commanded the Army of Northern Virginia from June 1, 1862–April 9, 1865)







PARTICIPANTS




	20 Northern and Western States and 5 Border States

21,700,000 free population, 400,000 slaves in 1860

	11 Southern States

5,600,000 free population, 3,500,000 slaves in 1860




	The Union Army

Also known as the U.S. Army, the Federal Army, the National Army, and the Northern Army

2,213,363 soldiers, including 7,122 officers, 178,975 enlisted; African Americans

Army of the Cumberland: Tennessee and Georgia

Army of Georgia: the March to the Sea and the Carolinas

Army of the Gulf: the coastal region of the Gulf of Mexico

Army of the James: the Virginia Peninsula

Army of the Mississippi: the Mississippi River

Army of the Ohio: Kentucky, Tennessee, and Georgia

Army of the Potomac: principal army in the eastern theater

Army of the Shenandoah: the Shenandoah Valley

Army of the Tennessee: Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia, and the Carolinas

Army of Virginia: the Northern Virginia campaign

	The Confederate States Army

Also known as the Southern Army

750,000 to 1,100,000 soldiers, plus more than 65,000 slaves and freemen. About 13,000 engaged in combat for the army and state militias.

Army of Mississippi Army of Missouri Army of New Mexico

Army of Northern Virginia: the Confederacy’s primary force

Army of Tennessee: between the Appalachian Mountains and the Mississippi River

Army of the Trans-Mississippi: states and territories west of the Mississippi 

Navy and marines

About 6,000 sailors and marines

106 ships (including those of individual states and privateers)




	Navy and Marines

84,000 to 106,000 sailors and marines 725 ships

	



	Militias

Individual states had their own militias, but anyone who wanted to “raise a company” put together informal militias and home guards.








THOUGHTS OF WAR FROM WEST POINT
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Major-General George Armstrong Custer


George Armstrong Custer infamously lost the Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876, but he also fought successfully in many battles throughout the Civil War. Born in Ohio, the son of a farmer and blacksmith, he grew up there and in Michigan, graduating from West Point a year early, just after the war began, dead last in the class of 1861. At twenty-three he became the Union army’s youngest general, noted for his fearlessness, recklessness, and flamboyance, but also considered an effective cavalry commander.

A cadet at West Point when the war started, George Armstrong Custer graduated and was rushed out to battle. He wrote about his experiences in a series of articles that appeared in The Galaxy magazine right before he was killed attacking a large group of Native American camps in the Battle of the Little Bighorn.



I remember a conversation held at the table at which I sat during the winter of ’60–’61. I was seated next to Cadet P. M. B. Young, a gallant young fellow from Georgia, a classmate of mine, then and since the war an intimate and valued friend—a majorgeneral in the Confederate forces during the war and a member of Congress from his native State at a later date. The approaching war was as usual the subject of conversation in which all participated, and in the freest and most friendly manner; the lads from the North discoursing earnestly upon the power and rectitude of the National Government, the impulsive Southron holding up pictures of invaded rights and future independence. Finally, in a half jocular, half earnest manner, Young turned to me and delivered himself as follows:

“Custer, my boy, we’re going to have war. It’s no use talking: I see it coming. All the Crittenden compromises that can be patched up won’t avert it. Now let me prophesy what will happen to you and me. You will go home, and your abolition Governor will probably make you colonel of a cavalry regiment. I will go down to Georgia, and ask Governor Brown to give me a cavalry regiment. And who knows but we may move against each other during the war. You will probably get the advantage of us in the first few engagements, as your side will be rich and powerful, while we will be poor and weak. Your regiment will be armed with the best of weapons, the sharpest of sabres; mine will have only shotguns and scythe blades; but for all that we’ll get the best of the fight in the end, because we will fight for a principle, a cause, while you will fight only to perpetuate the abuse of power.”

Lightly as we both regarded this boyish prediction, it was destined to be fulfilled in a remarkable degree. Both of us rose to higher commands, and confronted each other on the battlefield.

It is doubtful if the people of the North were ever, or will ever be again, so united in thought and impulse as when the attack on Sumter was flashed upon them. Opponents in politics became friends in patriotism; all differences of opinion vanished or were laid aside, and a single purpose filled and animated the breast of the people as of one man—a purpose unflinching and unrestrained—to rush to the rescue of the Government, to beat down its opposers, come from whence they may. In addition to sharing the common interest and anxiety of the public in the attack upon Sumter, the cadets felt a special concern from the fact that among the little band of officers shut up in that fortress were two, Lieutenants Snyder and Hall, who had been our comrades as cadets only a few months before.

As already stated, the time of study and instruction at West Point at that period was five years, in the determination and fixing of which no one had exercised greater influence than Jefferson Davis—first as Secretary of War, afterward as United States Senator. There was no single individual in or out of Congress, excepting perhaps the venerable Lieutenant-General [Winfield Scott] at the head of the army, whose opinions on military questions affecting the public service had greater weight than those of Jefferson Davis up to the date of his withdrawal from the Senate in January, 1861. As a Secretary of War he displayed an ability and achieved a reputation which has not since been approached by any of the numerous incumbents of that office, if we except Secretary Stanton.

FROM NEW ORLEANS TO WASHINGTON, D.C.
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General William Tecumseh Sherman


William Tecumseh Sherman took over from Lieutenant-General Grant as commander of the Union forces in the western theater before moving on to the Atlanta campaign, the Savannah campaign—his famous March to the Sea—and the Carolinas campaign.

Born in ohio, the son of a state supreme court justice, he graduated from West Point in 1840, was assigned to the artillery, and was sent to Florida for the Second Seminole War. Then he went to Georgia, South Carolina, and California. In 1850 he was promoted to captain, and when he married the daughter of the country’s first secretary of the interior, President Zachary Taylor attended their wedding. He returned to San Francisco to work as a bank manager, and right before the war took a position as superintendent of the Louisiana State Seminary of Learning and military Academy near Alexandria, Louisiana. He was the president of a streetcar company in St. Louis, missouri, when, at age forty-one, he finally decided to return to the army. Lincoln quickly promoted him to brigadier general of volunteers, giving him rank seniority over Brigadier-General Grant.

Before the war, at the Louisiana State Seminary of Learning and military Academy, which later became Louisiana State University, Sherman was a professor of engineering as well as the superintendent of the Louisiana State Central Arsenal. Although he lived in the South, he remained loyal to the Union.



I think my general opinions were well known and understood, viz., that “secession was treason, was war;” and that in no event could the North and West permit the Mississippi River to pass out of their control.

About this time also, viz., early in December, we received Mr. [President James] Buchanan’s annual message to Congress, in which he publicly announced that the General Government had no constitutional power to “coerce a State.” The Legislature of Louisiana met on the 10th of December, and passed an act calling a convention of delegates from the people, to meet at Baton Rouge, on the 8th of January, to take into consideration the state of the Union; and, although it was universally admitted that a large majority of the voters of the State were opposed to secession, disunion, and all the steps of the South Carolinians, yet we saw that they were powerless, and that the politicians would sweep them along rapidly to the end, prearranged by their leaders in Washington.

When Louisiana seceded, Sherman tendered his resignation, which was accepted, and he went to New Orleans to finalize matters.

This business occupied two or three days, during which I staid at the St. Louis Hotel. I usually sat at table with Colonel and Mrs. [Braxton] Bragg, and an officer who wore the uniform of the State of Louisiana, and was addressed as captain. Bragg wore a colonel’s uniform, and explained to me that he was a colonel in the State service, a colonel of artillery, and that some companies of his regiment garrisoned Forts Jackson and St. Philip, and the arsenal at Baton Rouge.

[G. T.] Beauregard at the time had two sons at the Seminary of Learning. I had given them some of my personal care at the father’s request, and, wanting to tell him of their condition and progress, I went to his usual office in the Customhouse Building, and found him in the act of starting for Montgomery, Alabama. Bragg said afterward that Beauregard had been sent for by Jefferson Davis, and that it was rumored that he had been made a brigadier-general, of which fact he seemed jealous, because in the old army Bragg was the senior.

Davis and Stephens had been inaugurated President and Vice-President of the Confederate States of America, February 18, 1860, at Montgomery, and those States only embraced the seven cotton States. I recall a conversation at the tea-table, one evening, at the St. Louis Hotel. When Bragg was speaking of Beauregard’s promotion, Mrs. Bragg, turning to me, said, “You know that my husband is not a favorite with the new President.” My mind was resting on Mr. Lincoln as the new President, and I said I did not know that Bragg had ever met Mr. Lincoln, when Mrs. Bragg said, quite pointedly, “I didn’t mean your President, but our President.” I knew that Bragg hated Davis bitterly, and that he had resigned from the army in 1855, or 1856, because Davis, as Secretary of War, had ordered him, with his battery, from Jefferson Barracks [in St. Louis], Missouri, to Fort Smith or Fort Washita, in the Indian country, as Bragg expressed it, “to chase Indians with six-pounders.”

I walked the streets of New Orleans, and found business going along as usual. Ships were strung for miles along the lower levee, and steamboats above, all discharging or receiving cargo. The Pelican flag of Louisiana was flying over the Custom-House, Mint, City Hall, and everywhere. At the levee ships carried every flag on earth except that of the United States, and I was told that during a procession on the 22d of February, celebrating their emancipation from the despotism of the United States Government, only one national flag was shown from a house, and that the house of Cuthbert Bullitt, on Lafayette Square. He was commanded to take it down, but he refused, and defended it with his pistol.

I left New Orleans about the 1st of March, 1861, by rail to Jackson and Clinton, Mississippi, Jackson, Tennessee, and Columbus, Kentucky, where we took a boat to Cairo, and thence, by rail, to Cincinnati and Lancaster. All the way, I heard, in the cars and boats, warm discussions about politics; to the effect that, if Mr. Lincoln should attempt coercion of the seceded States, the other slave or border States would make common cause, when, it was believed, it would be madness to attempt to reduce them to subjection. In the South, the people were earnest, fierce and angry, and were evidently organizing for action; whereas, in Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, I saw not the least sign of preparation. It certainly looked to me as though the people of the North would tamely submit to a disruption of the Union, and the orators of the South used, openly and constantly, the expressions that there would be no war, and that a lady’s thimble would hold all the blood to be shed. On reaching Lancaster, I found letters from my brother John, inviting me to come to Washington, as he wanted to see me.

Mr. Lincoln had just been installed [on March 4], and the newspapers were filled with rumors of every kind indicative of war; the chief act of interest was that Major Robert Anderson had taken by night into Fort Sumter all the troops garrisoning Charleston Harbor, and that he was determined to defend it against the demands of the State of South Carolina and of the Confederate States. I must have reached Washington about the 10th of March [during inauguration week]. I found my brother there, just appointed Senator, in place of Mr. Chase, who was in the cabinet, and I have no doubt my opinions, thoughts, and feelings, wrought up by the events in Louisiana, seemed to him gloomy and extravagant. About Washington I saw but few signs of preparation, though the Southern Senators and Representatives were daily sounding their threats on the floors of Congress, and were publicly withdrawing to join the Confederate Congress at Montgomery. Even in the War Department and about the public offices there was open, unconcealed talk, amounting to high-treason.

One day, John Sherman took me with him to see Mr. Lincoln. He walked into the room where the secretary to the President now sits, we found the room full of people, and Mr. Lincoln sat at the end of the table, talking with three or four gentlemen, who soon left. John walked up, shook hands, and took a chair near him, holding in his hand some papers referring to minor appointments in the State of Ohio, which formed the subject of conversation. Mr. Lincoln took the papers, said he would refer them to the proper heads of departments, and would be glad to make the appointments asked for, if not already promised.

John then turned to me, and said, “Mr. President, this is my brother, Colonel Sherman, who is just up from Louisiana, he may give you some information you want.”

“Ah!” said Mr. Lincoln, “how are they getting along down there?”

I said, “They think they are getting along swimmingly—they are preparing for war.”

“Oh, well!” said he, “I guess we’ll manage to keep house.”

I was silenced, said no more to him, and we soon left. I was sadly disappointed, and remember that I broke out on John, damning the politicians generally, saying, “You have got things in a hell of a fix, and you may get them out as you best can,” adding that the country was sleeping on a volcano that might burst forth at any minute, but that I was going to St. Louis to take care of my family, and would have no more to do with it.

John begged me to be more patient, but I said I would not; that I had no time to wait, that I was off for St. Louis; and off I went.

VIRGINIA SECEDES
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Lieutenant-General Jubal Early


Born into a wealthy Virginia family, Jubal Early graduated from West Point in 1837. As a second lieutenant he was assigned to an artillery regiment and went to Florida to fight the Seminole. After two years he resigned and became a lawyer, returning to the army to fight in the Mexican-American War. He also served for two years in the Virginia House of Delegates.

Early had strongly opposed secession, but when Lincoln called for volunteers to force the South to remain in the Union, he volunteered for the Virginia militia as a brigadier general. He transferred to the Confederate army as a colonel and received command of one of three regiments that he raised. General G. T. Beauregard was impressed with his performance in the First Battle of Manassas (First Bull Run), promoting him to brigadier general. Noted for a short temper and for being highly critical of his subordinates, he fought in just about every major battle in the eastern theater and was wounded in 1862 at Williamsburg, Virginia. His overall performance was mixed, and his inability to inspire his men prompted Lee to relieve him of his duties.



When the question of practical secession from the United States arose, as a citizen of the State of Virginia, and a member of the Convention called by the authority of the Legislature of that State, I opposed secession with all the ability I possessed, with the hope that the horrors of civil war might be averted and that a returning sense of justice on the part of the masses of the Northern States would induce them to respect the rights of the people of the South.

While some Northern politicians and editors were openly and sedulously justifying and encouraging secession, I was laboring honestly and earnestly to preserve the Union.

As a member of the Virginia Convention, I voted against the ordinance of secession on its passage by that body, with the hope that even then, the collision of arms might be avoided and some satisfactory adjustment arrived at. The adoption of that ordinance wrung from me bitter tears of grief; but I at once recognized my duty to abide the decision of my native State, and to defend her soil against invasion. Any scruples which I may have entertained as to the right of secession were soon dispelled by the unconstitutional measures of the authorities at Washington and the frenzied clamor of the people of the North for war upon their former brethren of the South. I recognized the right of resistance and revolution as exercised by our fathers in 1776 and without cavil as to the name by which it was called, I entered the military service of my State, willingly, cheerfully, and zealously.

When the State of Virginia became one of the Confederate States and her troops were turned over to the Confederate Government, I embraced the cause of the whole Confederacy with equal ardor, and continued in the service, with the determination to devote all the energy and talent I possessed to the common defence. I fought through the entire war, without once regretting the course I pursued, with an abiding faith in the justice of our cause.

It was my fortune to participate in most of the great military operations in which the army in Virginia was engaged both before and after General Lee assumed the command. In the last year of this momentous struggle, I commanded, at different times, a division and two corps of General Lee’s Army in the campaign from the Rapidan to James River, and subsequently, a separate force which marched into Maryland, threatened Washington City and then went through an eventful campaign in the valley of Virginia.

My operations and my campaign stand on their own merits. And in what I have found it necessary to say in regard to the conduct of my troops, I do not wish to be understood as, in any way, decrying the soldiers who constituted the rank and file of my commands. I believe that the world has never produced a body of men superior, in courage, patriotism, and endurance, to the private soldiers of the Confederate armies. I have repeatedly seen those soldiers submit, with cheerfulness, to privations and hardships which would appear to be almost incredible; and the wild cheers of our brave men, when their thin lines were sent back opposing hosts of Federal troops, staggering, reeling and flying, have often thrilled every fibre in my heart. I have seen, with my own eyes, ragged, barefooted, and hungry Confederate soldiers perform deeds which, if performed in days of yore by mailed warriors in glittering armor, would have inspired the harp of the minstrel and the pen of the poet.


LEE RESIGNS HIS COMMISSION
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General Robert E. Lee


Raised on a plantation in Alexandria, Virginia, across the Potomac from Washington, D.C., Robert E. Lee graduated from West Point in 1829 and became a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army’s Corps of Engineers, spending many years gaining valuable experience positioning troops and artillery. He fought in several battles during the war with Mexico and was slightly wounded in the Battle of Chapultepec. After Mexico, Lee became superintendent of West Point and then second-in-command of the Second U.S. Cavalry in Texas. In 1859, on special assignment, he led a company of Marines to quell John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry. Lee captured Brown and oversaw his execution.

As the war was about to break out, Colonel Lee was offered top positions in both the Union and Confederate militaries, but he turned both down, not wanting to have to fight against his country or his state—however, that soon changed. When Virginia seceded, he became commander of Virginia’s military, soon one of the Confederate army’s first five full generals, and personal military advisor to President Jefferson Davis. When General Joseph Johnston sustained severe injuries at the Battle of Seven Pines, Lee took his place as commander of the Confederate Army of the Potomac, which was the Confederacy’s primary military force. He changed its name to the Army of Northern Virginia and led it to a number of stunning victories in the face of larger, better-equipped forces.

Robert E. Lee did not condone slavery, but he accepted it. While seeing it as evil, he somehow reasoned that it was God’s way of educating Africans, which he explained in a letter written in Texas in December 1856.



There are few, I believe, in this enlightened age who will not acknowledge that slavery as an institution is a moral and political evil It is idle to expatiate on its disadvantages. I think it is a greater evil to the white than to the colored race. While my feelings are strongly enlisted in behalf of the latter, my sympathies are more deeply engaged for the former. The blacks are immeasurably better off here than in Africa, morally, physically, and socially. The painful discipline they are undergoing is necessary for their further instruction as a race, and will prepare them, I hope, for better things. How long their servitude may be necessary is known and ordered by a merciful Providence.

While we see the course of the final abolition of human slavery is still onward, and give it the aid of our prayers, let us leave the progress as well as the results in the hand of Him who sees the end, who chooses to work by slow influences, and with whom a thousand years are but as a single day.

Is it not strange that the descendants of those Pilgrim Fathers who crossed the Atlantic to preserve their own freedom have always proved the most intolerant of the spiritual liberty of others?

After Texas joined the Confederacy, the general in chief of the United States Army,Brevet2 Lieutenant-General Winfield Scott, ordered then-colonel Lee to report to the War Department. Leaving behind the regiment he commanded in Fort Mason,Texas, Lee arrived in Arlington, Virginia, on March 1. Forty-eight days later Virginia seceded. The following day Lee met with Scott to discuss his future with the U.S. Army. Two days afterward he submitted his resignation, along with this letter to General Scott:

Arlington, Virginia, April 20, 1861

General:

Since my interview with you on the 18th inst. I have felt that I ought no longer to retain my commission in the Army. I therefore tender my resignation, which I request you will recommend for acceptance. It would have been presented at once but for the struggle it has cost me to separate myself from a service to which I have devoted the best years of my life, and all the ability I possessed.

During the whole of that time—more than a quarter of a century—I have experienced nothing but kindness from my superiors and a most cordial friendship from my comrades. To no one, General, have I been as much indebted as to yourself for uniform kindness and consideration, and it has always been my ardent desire to merit your approbation. I shall carry to the grave the most grateful recollections of your kind consideration, and your name and fame shall always be dear to me.

Save in the defense of my native State, I never desire again to draw my sword.

Be pleased to accept my most earnest wishes for the continuance of your happiness and prosperity, and believe me most truly yours,

R. E. Lee


Military men, when they make speeches, should say but few words, and speak them to the point. I admire, young gentlemen, the spirit you have shown in rushing to the defence of your comrades; but I must commend you particularly for the readiness with which you have listened to the counsel and obeyed the orders of your superior officer. The time may be near at hand when your State will need your services, and if that time does come, then draw your swords and throw away the scabbards.

—MAJOR THOMAS “STONEWALL” JACKSON, AS AN INSTRUCTOR, TO THE CADETS OF THE VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE




THE JOURNEY TO RICHMOND
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Major-General George Pickett


George Pickett was known at West Point as a prankster with little interest in studying, and he graduated last in his class in 1846. He was commissioned as a brevet second lieutenant in an infantry regiment, distinguishing himself during the Battle of Chapultepec. After serving on the Texas frontier, he was sent to Fort Bellingham in Washington Territory, where he was when war broke out. Even though he strongly opposed slavery, he remained loyal to Virginia.

Union major general George McClellan said of him: “There is no doubt that he was the best infantry soldier developed on either side during the Civil War. His friends and admirers are by no means confined to the Southern people or soldiers to whom he gave his heart and best affections and of whom he was so noble a type, but throughout the North and on the Pacific coast, where he long served, his friends and lovers are legion.”

When the war started, George Pickett, then a U.S. Army captain, resigned his commission and headed for Richmond by way of New York City. Travel was slow, and the war was under way by the time he finally reached Richmond. There he wrote this letter to LaSalle “Sallie” Corbell, who would eventually become his third wife. She claimed they had first met when she was just nine years old, right after the death of his first wife. He was thirty-six, and she eighteen, when he sent her this letter.



Richmond, September 17, 1861

I had no conception of the intensity of feeling, the bitterness and hatred toward those who were so lately our friends and are now our enemies. I, of course, have always strenuously opposed disunion, not as doubting the right of secession, which was taught in our text-book at West Point, but as gravely questioning its expediency. I believed that the revolutionary spirit which infected both North and South was but a passing phase of fanaticism which would perish under the rebuke of all good citizens, who would surely unite in upholding the Constitution; but when that great assembly, composed of ministers, lawyers, judges, chancellors, states men, mostly white-haired men of thought, met in South Carolina and when their districts were called crept noiselessly to the table in the center of the room and affixed their signatures to the parchment on which the ordinance of secession was inscribed, and when in deathly silence, spite of the gathered multitude, General Jamison arose and without preamble read: “The ordinance of secession has been signed and ratified; I proclaim the State of South Carolina an independent sovereignty,” and lastly, when my old boyhood’s friend called for an invasion, it was evident that both the advocates and opponents of secession had read the portents aright.

We did not tarry even for a day in ’Frisco, but under assumed names my friend, Sam Barron [III], and I sailed for New York, where we arrived on the very day that Sam’s father, Commodore [Samuel] Barron [II], was brought there a prisoner, which fact was proclaimed aloud by the pilot amid cheers of the passengers and upon our landing heralded by the newsboys with more cheers. [Note: Commodore Barron II was the commander of Virginia and North Carolina’s coastal defenses until he was forced to surrender Forts Clark and Hatteras and was taken prisoner on August 29 at the conclusion of the Battle of Hatteras Inlet Batteries.] Poor Sam [the third] had a hard fight to hide his feelings and to avoid arrest. We separated as mere ship acquaintances, and went by different routes to meet again, as arranged, at the house of Doctor Paxton, a Southern sympathizer and our friend.

On the next day we left for Canada by the earliest train. Thence we made our perilous way back south again, barely escaping arrest several times, and finally arrived in dear old Richmond, September 13th, just four days ago. I at once enlisted in the army [as a private] and the following day was commissioned Captain. But so bitter is the feeling here that my being unavoidably delayed so long in avowing my allegiance to my state has been most cruelly and severely criticized by friends, yes, and even relatives, too.

Now, little one, if you had the very faintest idea how happy a certain captain in the C. S. A. (My, but that “C” looks queer!) would be to look into your beautiful, soul-speaking eyes and hear your wonderfully musical voice, I think you would let him know by wire where he could find you. I shall almost listen for the electricity which says, “I am at ——. Come.” I know that you will have mercy on your devoted

Soldier3






THE BATTLE OF FORT SUMTER

CHARLESTON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
APRIL 12–13, 1861

COMMANDERS




	Confederate

Brig. Gen. G. T. Beauregard

	Union

Maj. Robert Anderson





PARTICIPANTS



	Approximately 500 (Provisional Forces of the Confederate States)

	85 (First U.S. Artillery)





CASUALTIES



	Confederate

4 wounded

	Union

2 killed after surrender

9 wounded





VICTORY: CONFEDERACY



OVERVIEW

The Civil War officially began with the Battle of Fort Sumter. After secession South Carolina demanded that Major Anderson evacuate the U.S. Army’s facilities in Charleston Harbor. Anderson refused, and during the night of December 26, 1860, he secretly moved his men from Fort Moultrie to the more defensible Fort Sumter. President Buchanan sent supplies to Anderson on January 9, 1861, in an unarmed merchant ship, but Confederate shore batteries opened fire on it, forcing it to depart. While federal property was being seized throughout the Deep South, Anderson resisted.

In March, Brigadier-General G. T. Beauregard became the Confederacy’s first general officer, taking charge of Charleston. Beauregard, who had been Anderson’s student at West Point, issued his former teacher an ultimatum, to no effect, so at 4:30 a.m. he bombarded the fort from the harbor’s artillery batteries. Major Anderson returned fire. But after thirty-four hours—outgunned, low on food and ammunition, and with the quarters destroyed by fire—Anderson finally surrendered. No one had died during the fighting, although a gun exploded during the surrender ceremony’s fifty-gun salute, killing two men.

The battle stirred aggression in both the North and South. For the North the fall of Fort Sumter had much the same emotional effect as Pearl Harbor some eighty years later. This finally launched the Union into action. Lincoln issued his call for volunteers to repossess federal property, prompting the wavering states to join the Confederacy.

FORT SUMTER VS. FORT PICKENS
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Admiral David Dixon Porter


David Dixon Porter was a son of Commodore David Porter and a brother to the adopted David Farragut. After Admiral Farragut’s death he became the second officer in the U.S. Navy to become a full admiral.

Born in Pennsylvania, he hailed from a family of military officers. When his father accepted a position as commander of the Mexican Navy, the ten-year-old Porter, one of his brothers, and a cousin went along. His cousin was killed in battle near Havana, Cuba, while Porter was slightly wounded and captured. He became a midshipman at the belated age of sixteen with the help of his grandfather, a congressman (normally midshipmen started as young boys).

During the Civil War, as part of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, he took part in the capture of New Orleans and the initial assault on Vicksburg. As commander of the Mississippi River Squadron, he worked closely with Major-Generals Sherman and Grant during the Siege of Vicksburg. Grant said he was “as great an admiral as Lord Nelson.”



Mr. Lincoln had been installed in the Presidential office, and the subject of relieving Fort Sumter was under discussion. A small squadron was being fitted out for the supposed purpose of relieving the fort, the final action of which was to be guided by Mr. G. V. Fox, afterward Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

My orders to California were still hanging over me, and I had even engaged my passage in the steamer from New York, and was taking my last meal with my family, when a carriage drove up to the door.

It brought a note from the Secretary of State (Mr. [William] Seward), requesting me to call and see him without delay; so, leaving my dinner unfinished, I jumped into the carriage and drove at once to the Secretary’s office.

I found Mr. Seward lying on his back on a sofa, with his knees up, reading a lengthy document.


Without changing his position he said to me, “Can you tell me how we can save Fort Pickens from falling into the hands of the rebels?”4

I answered, promptly, “I can, sir.”

“Then,” said the Secretary, “you are the man I want, if you can do it ”

“I can do it,” I said, as Mr. Seward rose to his feet.

Those familiar with the history of that period will remember that Lieutenant [Adam] Slemmer was holding Fort Pickens with a small force and had refused the summons of General [Braxton] Bragg to surrender, and all the naval guns and munitions of war that had fallen into the Confederates’ hands were being placed in position behind earthworks, preparatory to opening on the Union lines. It was to save Slemmer and the Union works that made Mr. Seward so interested in this affair.

“Now, come,” said Mr. Seward, “tell me how you will save that place.”

I had talked with Captain (now General) [Montgomery] Meigs a few days before about this matter. Mr. Seward, being anxious to show the Southerners that the Government had a right to hold its own forts, and seeing the likelihood of our losing Fort Sumter, listened very kindly to Captain Meigs’s suggestions.

Our plan was to get a good-sized steamer and six or seven companies of soldiers, and to carry the latter, with a number of large guns and a quantity of munitions of war, to Fort Pickens, land them on the outside of the fort under the guns of a ship of war, and the fort would soon be made impregnable—that was all.

I repeated this to Mr. Seward, and said to him, “Give me command of the [steam frigate USS] Powhatan, now lying at New York ready for sea, and I will guarantee that everything shall be done without a mistake.”

Mr. Seward invited Captain Meigs—who had come in in the mean time—and myself to accompany him to the President. When we arrived at the White House, Mr. Lincoln—who seemed to be aware of our errand—opened the conversation.

“Tell me,” said he, “how we can prevent Fort Pickens from falling into the hands of the rebels, for if Slemmer is not at once relieved there will be no holding it. Pensacola would be a very important place for the Southerners, and if they once get possession of Pickens, and fortify it, we have








































THE BOMBARDMENT OF FORT SUMTER


General G. T. Beauregard
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