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​1. Foreword
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Horrendous Kill Ratios Of A War: USA And The Israel-Hamas War

The Israel-Hamas War started in October 2023, following the deadly Hamas surprise attack and hostage-taking raid into Southern Israel.

A total of 1,200 Israelis (including 330 Israeli soldiers) were killed and 250 Israelis and other nationals were taken hostage by Hamas in that terrorist attack on 7 October 2023.

Hamas’ purpose was obviously to create a shocking incident that will refocus the world’s attention on the egregious Israeli occupation of Palestine and the plight of the Palestinians.

A stunned Israel then struck back relentlessly with a full scale invasion of Gaza and a continuous aerial bombardment that flattened literally all of Gaza and killed, in 15 months, almost 50,000 Palestinians, mostly women and children.

Israel’s purpose was obviously to demolish Hamas once and for all, and to intimidate the Palestinians into total submission.

This vengeful war was without doubt one of the most brutal wars in modern history.
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​2. Who Won The War?
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As the dust seems to have settled somewhat in the latest ceasefire deal of January 2025, one might ask: was this an unnecessary and futile war? And who had won?

Was this a great victory for Israel and USA against their archenemies in the Middle East, since they seem to have so dramatically degraded Hamas, Hezbollah and Iranian Islamists?

Or was it a great victory for Hamas, since it seems to have survived the most savage onslaught, bombardments, and assassinations by the Israeli military, as well as the almost total devastation of Gaza and the deaths of so many Palestinians?

The answers, unfortunately, are not so clearcut.
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​3. Hamas’ Reasons For Its Terrorist Attack On Israel

[image: ]


One might ask why Hamas planned and carried out the October 7, 2023 cross-border attack of Southern Israel? 

Was it not really foolhardy for it to even consider attacking the mighty Israel which has a much superior military as well as stauch American support? 

Did it not expect to be wiped out instantly?

Well, Hamas’ attack was indeed a desperate act. It would seem that the Israeli blockade of Gaza has become increasingly insufferable, and Gazans were desperate for a change, no matter how dangerous it was. 

It would seem that Hamas is willing to take any outsize risk just to bring the issue to the attention of the world, hoping to build up more global pressure for Israel to lift the blockade and to leave Palsestinians alone.

Surely, Hamas expected Israel to respond to the attack with overwhelming force and to aim to totally destroy Hamas with a devastating full scale invasion. But, it would seem that, to Hamas, anything is better than doing nothing, and to see the situation becoming totally irreversible.

Apparently, it is Hamas’ desperate appeal for help from the rest of the world, and to perhaps get more support from Iran and other Arab and Muslim nations around the world.

Little does it realize how incredibly solid the American support of Israel is, simply because of the powerful Jewish political and economic influence in the USA and in Europe. 

Little does it realize that the West is still obsessed with the strong sense of guilt related to the suffering of Jews in the Holocaust in WW2, and will do anything to avoid being accused of antisemitism again.

Little does it realize that the vengeance of Israel is all-consuming, and is calculated to demolish Hamas and even the whole Palestinian population in order for Israel to feel safe again.

So, did Hamas calculate badly?

Did Hamas bring on the destruction of Gaza and the rest of Palestine by its own drastic action?

Did Hamas’s gamble go terribly wrong?

Is Hamas beyond redemption?
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​4. Israel’s Calculations
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What were Israel’s reasons to have responded so forcefully and brutally to the Hamas attack?

First of all, it was the unquenchable sense of vengeance to avenge the deaths of the 1,200 Israelis and the kidnapping of 250 hostages in the Hamas attack.

Secondly, it was the calculated act of the fragile Israeli coalition government to prevent its imminent collapse. It was also the Israeli PM Netanyahu’s strategy to cling on to power and to delay his unavoidable election defeat.

Thirdly, the Israeli government sees the opportunity of using the emotional hostage issue to rally the support of all Israelis. It will resist all the calls to negotiate for ceasefire and hostage exchange as long as possible so as to continue the war for as long as necessary to eliminate Hamas for a “total victory”.

Fourthly, the Israeli far-right, the orthodox Jews, and the Israeli government saw a rare opportunity to formally label Hamas and Palestinians as terrorists, and to then get the West’s unflinching support to destroy the terrorists just like in Afghanistan after the 911 attack of the USA.

Fifthly, Israel knows that the USA will see the war as an opportunity to destroy Hamas to protect its ally Israel, and to cut Iran and all Iran’s proxies down to size. It was clear to all that it was USA’s strategy to retain the support of Jewish Americans, and to appease its powerful political and financial Jewish sector. There is expectation that the USA will see it as its obligation to provide all sorts of weapons to its ally Israel while supporting its vital military industry.

Finally, it was the far-right Israelis’ wish and dream to finally kick out all the trouble-making Palestinians altogether, and to annex the whole of Palestine to build a Greater Israel. Certainly, the Israeli settlers have already been agitating and moving to attack Palestinians in the West Bank to grab their lands.

Clearly, the Israeli government sees the Hamas’ attack as a godsend gift for it to take extraordinary steps and drastic actions to finally resolve its Palestinian problem and headache, and to successfully evict the Palestinians for a second Nabka, against the objections of all neighboring countries..

Unfortunately, the Israeli government’s calculation did not quite pan out as planned, and Hamas proved to be much more resilient to be eliminated completely. The war dragged on for much longer than Israel expected, even with the almost complete devastation of all Gaza and the indiscriminate killing of almost 50,000 Palestinians.

After having bullied the Biden administration into political acquiescence and continuous supply of lethal weapons for more than a year, the election of Trump as the new US president in December 2024 threw a spanner into Israel’s plans because Trump was not as easily bullied and manipulated as Biden. 

And, with Trump's arm-twisting of Israel and Hamas, that finally paved the way to the long-delayed ceasefire and hostage-prisoner exchange brokered by Qatar, Egypt and the USA, which was agreed on 16 January 2025.

A new chapter of this terrible war thus opens to much celebration on both sides, but also to great trepidation of what is to come next.
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​5. Hostage Release
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By 25 January 2025, seven Israeli women hostages have already been freed alive since the Gaza ceasefire began on 19 January 2025, in exchange for more than 290 Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails.

More swaps are expected in this first phase of the deal that seeks to end this already 15-months-old horrific war between Israel and the Palestinians.

The joy of the released hostages and prisoners and their friends and families are so very palpable and well deserved. There is really no greater joy than seeing the return of long lost friends and families.

Obviously, every single one of the hostages and prisoners is precious to their friends and families and their compatriots.

The images of all the emotional reunions among both the Israelis and the Palestinians are indeed highly heartwarming and inspiring.

Hopefully, these beautiful images will strengthen the determination of both sides to stop such conflicts from ever happening again.

Unfortunately, the extremists will continue to believe that the only way to prevent this from happening again is to eliminate the enemies completely and mercilessly. The Israeli far-right certainly believe it is the only way.

This is so sad when everybody can see that the real solution lies in better understanding, sensible compromise, and better coordination and rapport; not in more fighting and more bloodshed.

Will all the hateful warring parties ever learn?
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​6. Unnecessary Wars
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Most importantly, at this poignant moment, has anyone thought about all those people killed, maimed or made homeless by this terrible war?

And, has anybody asked: were all these conflicts and wars necessary?

Could these have been avoided with more mutual accommodation and better understanding?

Could the politicians and antagonists on both sides have done a better job to preempt the war and the terrible losses and massive suffering on both sides?

Must we distrust one another so much that we wish only for the total destruction and elimination of our perceived enemies?

Must the Israel government continue to aim for "total victory" against Hamas?

Is such total victory even possible?

Must the Palestinians be left to keep fighting for freedom under Israeli occupation?
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