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    DAPHNE DU MAURIER


    ENGLISH WRITER


    
      	Born in London in 1907.


      	Died in Cornwall in 1989.


      	Notable works:


      	Rebecca (1938), novel


      	My Cousin Rachel (1951), novel


      	The Birds and Other Stories (1963), short story collection

    


    Daphne du Maurier was born in London in 1907. Her father was the actor-manager Sir Gerald du Maurier and her grandfather was the novelist George du Maurier. She married Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick Browning in 1932 and they had three children. She lived most of her adult life in Cornwall, its rugged landscapes and wild seas providing the inspiration for many of her novels, including Jamaica Inn. Altogether she wrote 18 novels, five collections of short stories and nine works of non-fiction, including a biography of her father. Several of her novels were adapted for the screen, including Rebecca, My Cousin Rachel and Jamaica Inn. Her most successful novel was Rebecca, which has never been out of print. She was a master story-teller, whose use of vivid imagery and dramatic plot keep the reader turning the pages. In 1969 she was made a Dame of the British Empire for her services to literature.

  


  
    JAMAICA INN


    
      	Genre: novel


      	Reference edition: Du Maurier, D. (2015) Jamaica Inn. London: Virago Press.


      	1st edition: 1936


      	Themes: love, loyalty, trust, evil, religion, light and darkness, journey

    


    Jamaica Inn is a novel focused on an inn of the same name. Situated in a wild and isolated spot on Bodmin Moor, Cornwall, the inn is at the centre of a network of smugglers and ship wreckers, apparently led by the landlord, Joss Merlyn. Joss is a murderer and a drunkard who abuses his wife Patience. Into this scenario comes innocent Mary Yellan, Patience’s niece, who has promised her mother on her deathbed that she will go to live with her aunt. Mary is caught up in the terrifying events as a ship is wrecked before her eyes and the survivors are battered to death. She has fallen in love with Joss Merlyn’s brother, Jem, but is not yet sure she can trust him. She turns for help to the vicar of Altarnun, whom she believes she can trust, only to find that he is the monster at the head of the smuggling ring.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    MARY’S ARRIVAL


    “It was a cold grey day in late November” (p.1). The opening line of Jamaica Inn sets the scene. The weather is foul and the wind is blowing in gusts. A carriage is rattling across Bodmin Moor. Its lone occupant is Mary Yellan, a young woman who has just nursed her widowed mother through her final illness. Her mother’s dying wish was that Mary would leave the farm that the two of them had worked together and go to live with her Aunt Patience and Patience’s husband Joss Merlyn in Bodmin. What Mary’s mother had not known was that Joss Merlyn is a violent drunkard, a smuggler and a murderer. The couple no longer live in the town of Bodmin, but right out on the moor, at an isolated inn called Jamaica Inn, where Joss is the landlord. The carriage driver assumes Mary is going on to Launceston and is horrified when she says she wants to be set down at Jamaica Inn, warning her “that is no place for a girl […] respectable folk don’t go to Jamaica any more” (pp.10-11).


    The nervous coach driver sets Mary down at the dark, shuttered inn and whips the horses on their way. Bolts are drawn back and a huge man flings open the door. It is Joss Merlyn. Joss is nearly seven feet tall and is a built like a “a giant gorilla” (p.16). Mary is shocked when she sees her Aunt Patience, whom she remembers as a beautiful woman dressed in silks. Aunt Patience is now a shabby, gaunt woman, obviously terrified of her husband. Joss warns Mary that if she “squarks” about things she sees at Jamaica Inn, he’ll “break her” (p.22).


    VISITORS AND A HANGING AT JAMAICA INN


    A few days after Mary’s arrival, Joss orders her to work behind the bar. The customers arrive, a bunch of thieves and beggars who creep in furtively and are soon drunk. At midnight Mary goes up to her room and sleeps, but is woken by the sound of heavy things being dragged along the stone floor below. She lifts a corner of the blind, sees wagons being unloaded and realises what is going on: Jamaica Inn is at the centre of a smuggling ring (pp.47-8). Mary creeps downstairs and hears a man’s voice telling Joss that he was not prepared to be involved in murder. Joss threatens to hang the man. Mary hears footsteps in the room above the room opposite hers. Someone comes down the stairs. Joss whispers to the unknown man: “It is for you to say” (p.59). Then she sees a noose hanging from a beam (p.60). The next morning all is cleared away and it is as though nothing has happened.


    FIRST MEETING WITH JEM MERLYN


    Mary is scrubbing the stone flags in the passage when Joss Merlyn’s brother Jem walks into the bar and helps himself to ale. Neither knows who the other is: Mary thinks Jem is one of Joss’s disreputable friends, while he thinks she is a woman Joss has brought in for his amusement: “What do you do with poor Patience of an evening? Do you turn her out on the floor or do you all sleep three abreast?” (p.67). Afterwards he apologises and tries to sell Mary a stolen pony, and they end up laughing together (p73). Now he speaks to Mary seriously, explaining that he has never got on with his brother and telling her where his cottage is if she ever wants him. Mary “would have trusted him if his name had been other than Merlyn” (p.74).


    SQUIRE BASSET’S VISIT


    The next visitor is Squire Basset, who turns up unexpectedly when Joss is away. He is disgusted at the state of the place and insists on looking around. He demands to see the room with the barred windows, and when the two women cannot produce a key he batters down the door, only to be disappointed because the room is empty. Squire Basset asks Mary if anyone ever calls at the inn. Here is Mary’s chance to bring Joss before the law, but she lies and says no. Squire Basset asks her if Jem Merlyn ever comes to the inn and Mary lies again: “He never comes here” (p.87).


    FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH FRANCIS DAVEY, THE VICAR OF ALTARNUN


    Mary meets Francis Davey for the first time when lost on the moor. She had set out to follow Joss but had taken a wrong turning. Seeing she is tired, the vicar puts her on his horse and takes her to the vicarage, which is a haven of peace compared to Jamaica Inn. Warmed by the fire and the tea he gives her, she relaxes and tells him her story. He tells her he is her friend and she can come to him if she is worried or distressed (p.104). He takes her home in his carriage and, looking through the window, they both see a drunken Joss slumped asleep on the kitchen table (p.107). Joss has begun a five-day drinking binge that leads to him telling a shocked Mary about the ships he has lured onto the rocks and the men, women and children he has pushed under the water or battered with stones so he can steal their goods (pp.126-32).


    LAUNCESTON FAIR


    Leaving Joss in his drunken stupor, Mary goes walking on the moor and unexpectedly bumps into Jem. He invites her to go with him on Christmas Eve to Launceston fair, where he wants to sell a pony he has stolen from Squire Basset. Still not sure if she trusts Jem, Mary nonetheless decides to go with him. Jem sells the stolen pony to a well-dressed lady who turns out to be Mrs Basset. Jem kisses Mary and suggests they stay the night together in Launceston. They have had a lot of fun together and Mary knows she is falling in love with Jem, but refuses to spend the night with him. Jem goes to collect the jingle to take her home but does not come back. He has been recognised by Squire Basset’s coach man, Richards, and taken away. Trying to walk home, Mary has a second encounter with Francis Davey, who is travelling from Launceston in a hired coach and insists she get in. This time she feels uneasy with him, but she nonetheless wishes she had gone with him when he gets out of the carriage near his home. He sends her on in the coach to Jamaica Inn.


    A WRECKING


    As the carriage approaches Jamaica Inn, Mary hears a gunshot, then another one: a drunken Joss has killed the carriage driver and holds the pistol to Mary’s throat before hitting her across the face. With his drunken friends, Joss sets off in the carriage to the coast, forcing Mary to go with them. It is a nightmare journey. At the coast, Mary sees for herself the full horror of what the men do. She runs down the beach in an attempt to warn the ship’s captain but she is kicked and trampled on by Joss’s men and tied up with sacking.


    A FRIGHTENED JOSS MERLYN


    The following day, back at the inn, Joss is nervous and on edge. He tells Mary and Patience that it is all over now, that he is being hunted on two sides, but does not explain what he means. Joss is terrified when he hears scraping at the shutters outside. It turns out to be Harry the Pedlar, who says he has come to warn Joss that the whole county is out looking for him. What Harry really wants is his share of the booty. Harry suggests that Joss is not the brains of the operation and there is someone above him. An enraged Joss threatens to kill Harry, then throws him into the room where they store the goods and locks him in (p.208).


    Joss decides that he, Patience and Mary will leave the inn that night and try to escape. Mary is determined not to go with him. She wants to speak to Francis Davey but Joss has locked her in her bedroom. Jem Merlyn turns up and throws gravel at her window. When he sees Mary’s injuries, he threatens to kill Joss.


    Mary slips away through her broken bedroom window and walks across the moor to the vicarage. When she finds that Francis Davey is not there, she leaves a letter with his house-keeper and sets off to Squire Basset’s house. Finding he is not at home either, a desperate Mary tells her story to Mrs Basset. Although she is suspicious of Mary at first, Mrs Basset believes her story and tells her that the squire is already on his way to Jamaica Inn with a posse of men to arrest Joss. Mary is worried about Aunt Patience and decides to returns to Jamaica Inn. An anxious Mrs Basset calls for Richards, her groom, to take Mary there in the trap. Mary goes into the inn alone to find that Joss has been murdered. When Squire Basset arrives with his men, they discover Aunt Patience dead upstairs (pp.245-252).


    A horse is heard on the road. The rider is Francis Davey, carrying the letter that Mary left for him. He takes Mary back to the supposed sanctuary of the vicarage and there he tells her that he is the brains behind the smuggling network and that he murdered Joss and Aunt Patience (p.274). Mary had feared that Jem could be the man above Joss, and that he had murdered his brother on her account. Now she knows that “the man she loves is free and has no stain of blood on him” (p.279). Francis Davey knows that his identity has been discovered – by Jem – and that the law will soon catch up with him.


    In the novel’s final, desperate climax we see Francis Davey dragging Mary, gagged and with her arms tied, across the foggy granite tor to go to Spain. The night ends with bloodhounds and a search party, led by Jem Merlyn. It is Jem who kills the vicar (p.292).


    The book ends with another journey, this time a happy one. Mary and Jem Merlyn set out on an adventure to make a new life together.

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    MARY YELLAN


    Mary Yellan is the story’s heroine. She is a feisty young woman and is physically strong because of her years of work on her mother’s farm. When her mother dies, Mary would prefer to stay in Helford and work the family farm alone, but her mother believes a “a girl can’t live alone […] without she goes queer in the head, or comes to evil” (p.6). Mary promises her mother on her deathbed that she will go to live with her Aunt Patience and her husband Joss Merlyn in Bodmin, but her “heart was heavy and distressed at the thought of a future so insecure and changed” (p.7). What Mary’s mother did not know is that Joss is now the landlord of Jamaica Inn, an isolated inn out on the moor with a bad reputation. Mary keeps her promise, but the evil she meets at Jamaica Inn is beyond anything either Mary or her mother could have imagined. She stays there in the hope that she can rescue her Aunt Patience.


    Mary had decided when she was still in Helford that she would never marry. She had not been impressed when a neighbour who had been drinking cider kissed her behind a hayrick, and she had seen the disillusioned married couples, struggling with a baby, who a year before had been walking hand in hand down Lover’s Lane (pp.135-6). Nevertheless, she finds herself falling in love against her will with Jem Merlyn. The day she


    JOSS MERLYN


    

    AUNT PATIENCE


    

    JEM MERLYN


    

    FRANCIS DAVEY, THE VICAR OF ALTARNUN


    

    SQUIRE BASSET
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