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			Introduction

			The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church) was established in western New York State by Joseph Smith Jr. at the time of America’s “Second Great Awakening,” a period of religious fervor in the country that resulted in the development of several offshoots of established Christian groups. Most of these have died out, but over the years the LDS Church has survived to become extremely successful, both in its number of members and as an economic entity. 

			A young teenager, Joseph Smith, is said to have found and translated through divine guidance a text written on certain gold plates. The text recorded a history of ancient America reaching back as far as 2200 BCE and included the record of a visit to the inhabitants by a resurrected Jesus Christ, who came to preach to the natives and to establish his church in the Americas. This translated history came to be called the Book of Mormon, after the ancient author of the history; hence the followers of the religion came to be called Mormons. Within the Church they called themselves “Saints”; all others were called “Gentiles.”

			Smith’s followers considered him to be a prophet, and after the establishment of the church, followed him in the 1830s to settle at Kirtland, near Cleveland, Ohio. There was considerable conflict between church members and the surrounding community, and before long the Mormons were forced to move first to Missouri and then to a settlement they called Nauvoo along the Mississippi shore in Illinois. As the Mormons built their town of Nauvoo, again there was political and religious conflict as well as rumors of polygamy within the group. And there was occasional vengeance among the Saints themselves. The greatest crisis for the Mormons occurred in 1844, when a mob attacked and murdered Joseph Smith and his brother Hiram while the brothers were being held in jail.

			Brigham Young became the successor president of the LDS Church. He believed that the only way for the Mormons to practice their religion in peace and safety was to emigrate from the United States. Not all Mormons followed Young; some, including a brother of Joseph Smith and the first of Smith’s many wives, decided to remain behind. This group did not practice polygamy. They formed the still active Reorganized LDS Church (RLDS, now called Community of Christ). 

			In 1847 Young, like an American Moses, led the first of the wagon treks across the Great Plains to the Great Salt Lake in Utah, which at that time was Mexican territory. Shortly after Utah was ceded to the United States at the conclusion of the 1848 Mexican War, Young applied to Congress to create a vast State of Deseret, which would be under Mormon control. Congress did not comply but instead created the Utah Territory and appointed Young as governor. Between 1847 and the advent of the transcontinental railroad in 1869, an estimated 70,000 converts made the thousand-mile trek across the plains from Nebraska to Utah, burying some 6,000 along the way.

			In 1852 the Church officially announced the doctrine of plural marriage, and encouraged it especially among the Church hierarchy. The doctrine was considered a divine revelation of the Prophet, Joseph Smith. Plural marriage “sealed” women to their husbands for eternity, allowing women to achieve a higher level of heavenly life after death. The U.S. Congress reacted by making polygamy illegal, and starting in 1862, passed a number of increasingly punitive acts. These acts were largely ignored or avoided by church members, until the 1882 Edmunds Act and the 1887 Edmunds-Tucker Act escheated all church assets in excess of $50,000, and incarcerated men convicted of polygamy or illegal cohabitation. The Church finally capitulated to the law with the Manifesto of 1890, when Church president Wilford Woodruff had a revelation that resulted in the prohibition of any further plural marriages. Customs and beliefs die slowly, and some illegal plural marriages were still performed after l890. Polygamous marriages entered into before 1890 were left—unless a man wanted to skip out on his responsibilities—to gradually end in divorce or death.

			The Utah Territory was early in permitting women to vote. In 1870 the territorial legislature moved to grant women the franchise, although women were not permitted to hold public office. Congress noted this move with approval, since non-Mormons generally assumed that women in polygamous marriages were little better than slaves, and with the vote they would be able to free themselves. However, Congress was surprised to discover that many of the polygamous wives actively defended the institution of plural marriage. In 1887, the Edmunds-Tucker Act, reinforcing the ban on polygamous marriages, also stripped all Utah women, Mormon or not, of the right to vote. 

			After the Manifesto of 1890 ending further plural marriages, Congress was willing to consider statehood for Utah. The territory became a state in 1896. Approval of the state constitution incorporated the women’s demand for the franchise and the ability to hold elective office; it also incorporated the statements that there would be no further polygamous marriages and no further cohabitation with polygamous wives. The constitution was adopted, and at statehood three women were elected to the first legislature; two to the House and Dr. Martha Hughes Cannon to the Senate, becoming the first woman state senator in the country. The polygamous marriages continued for a time in secret, but finally died out in the principal LDS Church. 

			The LDS Church is governed by the First Presidency, which consists of the president, who serves for life, and his two counselors. Below this is the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, who serve for life. The senior member is the president of the Twelve and next in line to become president of the Church. Then there is the Council of the Seventy, whose primary function is to regulate missionary activities. All these groups, along with the Presiding Bishopric, are referred to as the General Authorities. 

			 The Church breaks down its regional control into a number of districts: the “stake” is the administrative unit, a large area of urban and perhaps rural territory, roughly comparable to a diocese. Making up the stake are the wards, which are comparable to parishes, and sometimes a branch, which is a congregation where there are not enough members to form a ward. The ward is presided over by a bishop, with weekly inspirational meetings, Bible study sessions, and social events, which all ward members are expected to attend. 

			Of the many offshoots of Mormonism, the Reorganized Latter Day Saints (RLDS, now called Community of Christ) located in Independence, Missouri, is the largest after the principal LDS Church of Salt Lake City. This group broke off from the LDS Church over the issue of polygamy, which the then-RLDS Church did not endorse. In Utah, at the time of the Manifesto of 1890 prohibiting further plural marriages, some members refused to give up the practice of polygamy, and later split from the LDS Church. This group, the Fundamentalist LDS Church (FLDS), has split into several polygamist cults located primarily in the western states.

			Besides evangelizing throughout the United States, the LDS Church from the beginning has sent its missionaries abroad to bring converts into the fold, first to Great Britain and Europe and now to almost all corners of the world. Today, LDS membership worldwide is estimated by the Church at thirteen million. 

		

	
		
			
			Chapter 1

			Tension between Angus Munn Cannon and his polygamous wife, Martha, must have been great on the night of November 3, 1896, as they waited to learn the results of the election for the first legislature of the new state of Utah. Angus was a Republican, running for state senate from Salt Lake County along with four other “at large” Republicans. Martha, or Mattie as she was called, was a Democrat, running for the same seat as Angus along with four other “at large” Democrats. 

			The newspapers had great fun with this election: The Democratic Salt Lake Herald proclaimed that Mattie, a physician, was the better man of the two; the Republican Salt Lake Tribune suggested that Angus Cannon should “go home and break a bouquet over Mrs. Cannon’s head to show his superiority.”1 Utah’s contest also caught the interest of national newspapers. The New York Times commented that “[Mattie] showed her intense independence by declining to follow the political convictions of her husband, who is one of the staunchest Republicans of the state.”2 Their twelve-year-old daughter, Lizzie, reported that her father was “sweating blood” the night before the election. Mattie told Angus, “If I don’t win, it’s your fault”; however, she later said that she believed he really hoped she would win.3 Whatever the truth of the feelings on the domestic front, by the next morning it was clear that Elder Angus Munn Cannon, president of the twenty-thousand-member Salt Lake Stake and both brother and nephew to the First Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints had suffered an embarrassing loss. Dr. Martha Hughes Cannon had been elected the first woman state senator in the United States. 

			 

			Martha Maria Hughes was born in 1857 into a Welsh family of recent converts to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Her father, Peter Hughes, was a carpenter in the village of Llandudno, Caernarvonshire; her mother, Elizabeth Evans Hughes, was from a prominent family in Birmingham. It is thought that Elizabeth’s sister-in-law converted the young couple to the “New Movement” of Mormonism, and the couple was baptized by the Saints of the Welsh Mission of the LDS Church.4

			Apparently Elizabeth’s family was outraged by her conversion. Mormonism was considered by many British to be at best disreputable, more often a scourge upon common decency. In many areas Mormons were actually physically abused. In 1852 a Mormon elder, Orson Pratt, had made the formal announcement that some years earlier, Church founder and prophet Joseph Smith had received a divine revelation concerning the celestial benefits of plural marriage, that is, polygamy, or more precisely polygyny (having multiple wives)—although early there had been a few cases of polyandry (having multiple husbands). Many British who already were baptized into the religion were scandalized and left the Church when the “revelation” became known—such apostasy, in Mormon terms, being an “unpardonable sin.”

			We do not know if Peter and Elizabeth Hughes were aware of the revelation, or whether they believed, as the Church insisted, that polygamy was divinely ordained. Perhaps they just weren’t concerned, because most of the British Mormons, even those who immigrated to Utah, remained monogamous. At any rate the couple caught the “spirit of gathering” and determined to take their two young daughters, Mary Elizabeth, age four, and Martha Maria, age two, and emigrate from Britain—to Utah, the purported Zion of the New World across the ocean. 

			Most of the Welsh converts were literate thanks to “circulating schools” that taught people to read so they could read the Bible. The schools tended not to bother with writing, however; hence many of the new converts could read, but they had no idea how to spell even their names. Further, class differences were absolute. The idea of becoming a landowner was almost inconceivable to a Welsh artisan such as Peter Hughes or to the many men who worked in the coal mines. Hence the prospect of owning land across the sea was a major incentive for many of the converts to emigrate.

			Elizabeth’s parents tried to stop the couple, threatening to use the law to keep them from taking the children out of Britain at the very least. Despite these threats the Hughes managed, perhaps with the help of Elder Thomas Jeremy, head of the Welsh Mission, to get to Liverpool. The family departed Liverpool—departed “Babylon,” as the British converts referred to the homeland they perceived as corrupt—arriving a month later in New York.5

			Peter and Elizabeth did not leave an account of their experiences on board ship. However their voyage was probably typical of those described by other Welsh Saints who had made the trip across the Atlantic. A fellow Welshman, describing his crossing a few years earlier, stated: 

			 

			Four to six persons were packed into berths of wooden slats measuring six feet square. . . . The passenger would sleep with his feet to the center aisle, where provisions for the voyage, hand luggage and items too fragile for the hold would be stored. Tin utensils and other light items would hang from the side of the berths and from the beams above.6

			 

			Along with the cramped conditions and the rocking ship came seasickness, especially at the early stages of the voyage, and, according to passengers’ journals, the stench of vomit and the lack of sanitation were agonizing.

			After the Hughes family finally debarked in New York, their situation became desperate. They were close to penniless, and Peter became seriously ill, unable to work. Elizabeth took in sewing and produced men’s neckwear, which she sold. She also gave birth at this time to a third daughter, Annie Lloyd. After two years of struggle in New York, Erastus Snow, an apostle of the new religion, discovered the family’s plight. Brother Snow informed them that the Saints in Utah had sent two hundred wagon teams to the frontier in Nebraska to transport to Zion those who didn’t have the means. The Hughes family would have a place in one of the church wagons. They were to pack up what goods they still possessed and leave for Nebraska to start the thousand-mile trek across the Great Plains. The Mormon Church had an Emigration Fund from which money was loaned to the faithful to finance the trip to Zion. Brother Snow lent the Hughes sufficient money to join a company of Saints traveling from New York. A wagon in the Joseph Horne Company would be waiting for them at Florence, Nebraska, the settlement on the Missouri River the Mormons referred to as Winter Quarters. 

			The journey by rail from New York to Nebraska must have been almost unbearable for Elizabeth. Not only did she have a six-year-old, a four-year-old, a baby, and the family’s worldly baggage to look after, her husband was extremely ill and would be of little help. The Civil War had broken out just a few months earlier—an event that the Saints knew had been predicted by their prophet, Joseph Smith, many years before. The trains were jammed with troops, many of whom were angry at the sight of the company of Mormons. Mormonism was held in ill repute by many in the United States, principally due to the polygamous marriage practices and the questionable loyalty of Mormons to the United States. Because of the troop transport, there were few railcars available, and frequently the company of Saints had to ride crowded into cattle cars. Several times they had to change trains and wait, sometimes for hours, before progressing farther. Their baggage was dumped from the trains while they waited in Cleveland, Chicago, and Quincy, Illinois. After several hours at Quincy, they boarded the steamer, Black Hawk, to Hannibal, Missouri. Here the group was able to buy food supplies, then take another train across Missouri to the Missouri River. The train was traveling through disputed territory; the railroad bridges were being guarded, and earlier some railcars had been fired upon. All along the route the Saints were cursed and abused by drunks and by army enlisted men. Finally, at St. Joseph, they boarded the steamer, Omaha, which took them up the Missouri to Florence.7

			In Florence the Hughes family stayed in an empty house while wagon teams were being organized and cattle and provisions secured. There were some five hundred teams in all, broken down into smaller company units. The Joseph Horne Company, carrying Peter and Elizabeth and their daughters, consisted of fifty-six wagons and a hospital wagon. There were eleven adults assigned to a wagon—thirteen people if there were children—and each adult was allowed to bring only fifty pounds of luggage. There was a total of some six hundred people traveling in Captain Horne’s company, along with a few independents with their own teams and provisions.8

			The pioneer train got underway on the eleventh of July 1861. At an average of fifteen to eighteen miles a day, some sixty days of travel over a thousand miles of rough trail lay ahead before the Saints would reach Zion. Traveling the summer months meant that many kinds of wild food were available along the way. The travelers found wild grapes, currants, cherries, and gooseberries; pigweed they could cook down as greens. Occasionally one of the company would shoot a wild duck or a rabbit or an antelope. Once one of their oxen was killed and divided among them. They slapped mosquitoes, dodged rattlesnakes, and encountered several Indian groups who, although not hostile, demanded provisions. Because this had been anticipated, extra supplies were stocked for such situations. One group of Sioux stopped them, but when told they were Mormons on their way to Utah, they were left alone. Apparently these Sioux previously had had good relations with Mormon travelers.

			Traveling over the summer months also meant days of intense heat, occasionally broken by the deluge of a thunderstorm. One day a three-mile-wide prairie fire was visible at a distance, and another day a dust storm descended on the travelers, covering everything, forcing the walkers into the wagons. At night the wagons would form a circle with the cattle inside the round to protect them from being driven off by Indians. Once they were in camp, the men would go in search of water and firewood, although often there was no wood to be found, and dinner was cooked over buffalo chips. In the evenings, if there was time and the travelers were not too exhausted, there might be dances. Sometimes a meeting was held by Brother Erastus Snow or Brother Orson Pratt or Brother Joseph A. Young. Brothers Snow and Pratt had come from Utah to accompany the pioneers and to make sure they crossed safely; Brother Young was the son of Brigham Young and the captain in charge of the entire train of five hundred wagons. Mornings, before leaving camp, the beating of a drum would call the company to prayer. 

			Peter Hughes became sicker and sicker as the journey progressed. Elizabeth had to walk the entire route so that her husband and children could lie down in the wagon. Her shoes were so worn that they had to be tied round with rags to keep the remnants on. Along the way the pioneers met companies of troops heading east to join up with one side or the other in the war. They also lost several cattle that wandered off. Occasionally the Overland Mail coach would overtake them and disappear into the distance in a cloud of dust, and the wagons passed workers installing the Overland Telegraph as it marched, pole by pole, toward Utah. 

			The diary of a member of the Horne Company noted that three babies were born during the journey. But there was considerable sickness among the wagon companies. Many of the travelers caught “mountain fever,” which was probably typhoid.9 Thirty-three died along the way. One of the thirty-three was little Annie Lloyd Hughes, scarcely a year old, whose body had to be left along the route. There was no wood for a coffin, and Annie was buried in a shallow grave, covered only by a pile of stones that the family hoped would deter animals from digging. 

			Annie’s death made a great impression on her four-year-old sister, Martha—Mattie, as she had begun to be called. It was the memory of this death, along with others that she was soon to witness, that caused Mattie to decide early in her life that she wanted to do something to stop such suffering in her community. Later, as a young girl, she would become aware that many of the deaths that occurred around her could have been avoided if the patient had had proper treatment. It was this conviction that would send her outside the Mormon community, years later, to study medicine.

			The wagons crossed the Continental Divide at South Pass, and, after almost two months of traveling, the train approached Big Mountain. The route was so steep and the wagons so heavy that everyone who was able had to get out and walk. But the reward from the summit was their first view of the Great Salt Lake Valley. For Elizabeth the grueling thousand-mile trek was almost over; for Peter the vision of Zion from the top of Big Mountain would be his last.

			The train descended to the pioneers’ final camp in Emigrant Canyon. Here the Saints from the city rode to meet the travelers and to take promissory notes from them to cover the cost of their journey. On September 13, 1861, Captain Horne’s company rolled into Salt Lake City. Three days later, Peter Hughes was dead.
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