


 

  ADIRONDACK MOUNTAINS


  


  


  The Alice T. Miner Museum


  9618 State Rte. 9, Chazy; (518) 846-7336; minermuseum.org; open May through Dec for guided tours; admission charged


  The Alice, as it is often referred to, is considered to be a Colonial Revival museum, which would be enjoyable for all who are interested in the beginnings of America.


  A Colonial Revival museum generally houses artifacts pertaining to the colonial period of America, which were usually collected between 1880 and 1930 by those interested in preserving the past. The Alice T. Miner Colonial Collection, as it was first named, was opened in 1924, by Alice, of course.


  Alice Emma Trainer was born in 1863 in Goderich, Canada, then moved to Chicago, Illinois, with some of her siblings in the 1880s, where she met and married William “Will” Henry Miner in 1895. Will’s uncle had left him his 144-acre farm in Chazy, New York, in 1893, so they started spending time in Chazy after their marriage. Will bought an adjacent farm in 1902, and in 1903 he and Alice started to renovate the farmhouse that would come to be named Heart’s Delight Cottage.


  Will Miner made his fortune while in Chicago as an entrepreneur and railroad industrialist. His philanthropic endeavors in Chazy included the Chazy Central Rural School and the Physician’s Hospital, and he oversaw construction of hydroelectric dams and powerhouses. Will and Alice’s farm grew to fifteen thousand acres of land, which eventually required eight hundred employees to operate. Following his death the William H. Agricultural Research Institute was established, also in Chazy.


  Alice opened her first museum of ceramics in 1915 in Harmony Hall, which was a guest house on their Heart’s Delight Farm. While Alice was organizing this little museum, she realized she needed a bigger building for her collection, so her husband bought what was referred to as the Old Stone Store in the Village of Chazy in 1916. The Old Stone Store was razed and the museum, fashioned as the colonial home you see today, was built using some of the Old Stone Store blocks between 1924 and 1926. Following Will’s death in 1930, Alice put all her efforts into her museum and other philanthropic endeavors in Chazy until her death in 1950.


  The Alice holds furniture, decorative arts, and artifacts from around the world. “This museum is unique in that it is essentially a time capsule of what Alice T. Miner collected in the early part of the twentieth century. It started as Alice’s vision of what an early American home might have been like, and the museum staff have tried to remain true to that while providing the context that helps explain her choices,” says the museum director.


  The furniture ranges from simple Windsor rockers to a high-style Queen Anne chest. Alice was not one to stick to a particular style or period of furniture.


  The third-floor ballroom houses six hundred pieces of ceramics and glass. Most of the pieces in the collection are of English and French origin from the late eighteenth through nineteenth centuries.


  The baskets in the collection are Klickitat, Hupa, and Yurok-Karok in origin, made in California, Oregon, and Washington State. The baskets are scattered around the museum along with a number of other Native American artifacts.


  The textile collection includes quilts, coverlets, samplers, rugs, and other textiles produced by early American women. Not only are the finished products displayed, the implements that made them such as spinning wheels, carding combs, and pincushions are also on display.


  The book and manuscript collection is impressive in its diversity. There is a Bible dated 1526 and novels into the early twentieth century. The manuscripts include letters written by Marquis de Lafayette and poets such as Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.


  The Alice also houses a wide assortment of artifacts that do not fit into any particular category, such as clocks, coins, and armaments. “When the museum received President Lincoln’s White House foot bath, Alice thought it was meant to hold ice and chill a bottle of wine,” says the program coordinator.


  There is also an archive of ephemera that researchers can utilize by appointment. Call before you visit Alice’s eclectic collection to find out tour times.
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  War of 1812 and Plattsburgh Air Force Base Museums


  31 Washington Rd., Plattsburgh; (518) 566-1814; battleofplattsburgh.org and plattsburghafbmuseum.org; open May through Oct; admission by donation


  One site with two museums, only four hundred feet apart, offers insight into the activities of the US military spanning the years 1812 to 1995.


  The museums, which are owned and operated by the Battle of Plattsburgh Association, delve into the entire War of 1812, with emphasis on the battles in Plattsburgh and the many ways the military utilized what would become the Plattsburgh Air Force Base (PAFB).


  The War of 1812 formally began when President James Madison declared war on Great Britain on June 18, 1812. War was declared due to assorted political and economic conflicts, and naval blockades were put in place by the UK to prevent the United States from selling goods to France. This was a bold move considering that America was only thirty-six years old in 1812 and Madison was only our fourth president. The victories at Plattsburgh helped bring about the end of the war, which was officially declared on February 17, 1815.


  The PAFB was then used for numerous reasons by different branches of the US military. The camp was turned over to the US Army Air Force in 1945. PAFB was the home of the Strategic Air Command from 1954 to 1992 and the Air Mobility Command from 1992 to 1995. Strategic Air Command was both a US Department of Defense Specified Command and a US Air Force Major Command, responsible for Cold War command and control of two of the three components of the US military’s strategic nuclear strike forces. The mission of Air Mobility Command is to provide rapid, global mobility and support for America’s armed forces. The featured exhibit at the PAFB Museum is “The Trainer,” which is nearly identical to the cockpit of an FB-111A. Check out all the dials and knobs while you sit in “The Trainer.”


  The War of 1812 Museum houses a small theater, an interpretive center, exhibit space, and an art gallery.


  The interpretive center chronicles the events of the battles at Plattsburgh within the context of the entire war. A five-by-fifteen-foot interactive battlefield diorama gives an aerial view of the thirty-thousand-acre battlefield. Through the diorama visitors can visualize the movements of the forces throughout the Village of Plattsburgh, the surrounding countryside, and on the waters of the Cumberland Bay. Throughout the center are scale models of some of the American vessels that fought in naval battles and displays depicting battles and soldiers.


  There is an exhibit that commemorates the Plattsburgh Veteran Exempts and the Chesterfield Silver Grays. These units were organized during the War of 1812 by local Revolutionary War veterans, who supplied their own weapons and helped the US forces.


  In 1812, Zebulon Pike (of Pike’s Peak fame) was sent to Plattsburgh to winter three regiments of troops in the subzero forest southwest of the village. Pike’s Cantonment, one of Pike’s cabins, has been built inside the museum and houses some of the artifacts from the original campsite.


  If you like paintings, visit the gallery dedicated to original works of art relating to the battles at Plattsburgh and the War of 1812. The oil painting that leads to the entrance of the art gallery, called the Battle of Lake Champlain, was painted in 1884 by Julian O. Davidson.


  In the Press-Republican Theater, named after a local newspaper, a short documentary titled The Battles of Plattsburgh can be viewed, or you might catch one of their special presentations.


  Finish your visit to the War of 1812 Museum with a trip to the gift shop, which is filled with historical books and memorabilia.


  


  Fort Ticonderoga


  102 Fort Ti Rd., Ticonderoga; (518) 585-2821; fortticonderoga.org; open May through Oct plus special winter events; admission charged


  You might think that Fort Ticonderoga is just a military museum, but it is also a complex of assorted venues and is wonderful for all ages.


  I visited this site with my family a few years ago. Our group consisted of some sixty-year-olds, thirty-year-olds, and, at the time of the visit, three boys ages four, nine, and fourteen, and we all found something of interest, even the teenager. He was enthralled by the way they cooked food in an oven built into a mound of dirt. The younger boys loved the musket firing demonstration.
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  Fort Ticonderoga was originally named Fort Carillon and was built by the French between 1755 and 1757 during the French and Indian War. Not long after the completion of the fort, the British gained and kept control until the American Revolution. The American Continental Army controlled the fort from 1775 to 1777, then it went back to the British until 1781 when they abandoned it. The fort fell into disrepair until it came into the hands of the Pell family in about 1820. The Pells restored the fort through the years, then opened it to the public in 1909. The Fort Ticonderoga Association now oversees the fort.


  “The Artillery Laboratory” offers examples of artillery attire and “A Ticonderoga Chronology” explores the history of the Ticonderoga peninsula. “Bullets & Blades: The Weapons of America’s Colonial Wars and Revolution” offers a world-renowned collection of weaponry. The “Sarah Pell’s Struggle for History and Human Rights” exhibit offers insight into Mrs. Sarah Gibbs (Thompson) Pell’s (1878–1939) role in preserving the fort and securing women’s rights. “Potter, Pork & Pigeon: Fort Ticonderoga’s 18th-Century Menu” offers displays of eating utensils and dishes used by eighteenth-century soldiers. “Object Lessons: Perspectives on Material Culture” explores objects from the fort from the perspective of function, manufacturing, art, and culture. “Diorama-Rama: History in Miniature” reconstructs the past in miniature. “Ticonderoga, A Legacy” chronicles the legacy of Ticonderoga through the military and popular culture from the eighteenth century though the 2000s. “Iron and Stone: Building Fort Carillon” examines the construction of Fort Carillon through techniques and tools. “Sickness, Injury & Medicine” highlights what armies of the eighteenth century knew about medicine. “Art of Resistance: Selections from the Robert N. Nittolo Collection” highlights the pivotal Native American role in the wars.


  Numerous tours are offered with titles such as Key to the Continent, Fort Ticonderoga Museum, Breaking Ground, Mount Defiance: Witness to History, and a scenic boat tour on Lake Champlain.


  Living-history demonstrations might include weapons demonstrations, a soldiers’ dinner, tailoring, shoemaking, maritime trades, carpentry, livestock, fife and drums, and musket maintenance.


  Hands-on-activities, geared toward children, might include helping soldiers with their daily duties, making a historical hat, or discovering the science and math behind maritime trades.


  Outdoor activities that are within walking distance of the fort proper are King’s Garden, Mount Defiance, Carillon Battlefield, and the Corn Maze (in season). Visitors of King’s Garden can enjoy the fort’s six-acre garden and smell the fragrant heritage flowers. Mount Defiance offers a bird’s-eye view of Ticonderoga’s military landscape. You can hike or drive up the mountain and eat a picnic lunch in the pavilion there as well.


  Carillon Battlefield offers a hike that is a 1.7-mile loop through the area where the Battle of Carillon took place on July 8, 1758. This was considered to be the bloodiest battle in North American history until the Civil War. The Heroic Corn Maze has a Kiddie Maze and a “Captain A Ship” Maze Quest that’s a type of scavenger hunt as well.


  “The fort debuts a new chapter in its story each year through historical interpretation and major museum exhibits, making it an annual tourist and family destination with new adventures every year,” says the group tour and communications coordinator.


  As you can see, Fort Ticonderoga is much, much more than a fort.


  


  Lake Placid Olympic Museum


  2634 Main St., Lake Placid; (518) 302-5326; lpom.org; open year-round; admission charged


  This museum is the only official Olympic Games museum in the United States; perfect for the winter sports enthusiast and interesting for all ages to learn about this piece of America’s history.


  The first summer Olympics occurred in Greece in 1896, the first winter Olympics took place in France in 1924, the first winter Olympics in North America was in Lake Placid February 4–15, 1932, and the 1980 winter Olympics were back in Lake Placid February 13–24. Lake Placid is one of only six sites to host the winter Olympics two times. The 1932 games hosted seventeen nations and the 1980 games had thirty-seven nations.


  Philip G. Wolff, a bobsled driver, was the founder of the museum. His goal was to promote the Olympic movement through programs, education, and exhibits.


  The “Quest for Speed” exhibit explores the life of a speed skater. There is a time-line showcasing the design evolution of speed skating equipment, along with interactive activities and graphic text panels. Some of the Olympic athletes highlighted are Charles Jewtraw, Jack Shea, Valentine Bialas, Jeanne Ashworth, Bonnie Blair, Apolo Ohno, and Eric Heiden. The collection includes the first Winter Olympic medal ever awarded for the five-hundred-meter speed skating competition, which was won by Lake Placid native Charles Jewtraw in the 1924 Games in Chamonix, France.


  The “Ski Jumping History” exhibit gives an overview of the sport in the early years when skiing meant cross-country touring and ski jumping. Lake Placid had a ski jump before ski jumping was first included in the Olympics in 1924.


  The “Sonja Henie: Perfection on Ice” exhibit features Norwegian Olympian Sonja Henie (1912–1969), one of the greatest figure skaters of all times. She competed in the first Olympic Winter Games in 1924 at age eleven, where she finished last, but in the next three Olympics she won gold medals. Sonja’s passion for perfection changed the world of figure skating; she was the first to captivate an audience with her beauty, costumes, and athleticism. She also helped transform figure skating into an entertainment sport.


  The “Miracle on Ice” exhibit offers original footage of the game played between the US hockey team and the Soviet Union (USSR) in 1980. The amateur US team beat the world-class Soviet Union team 4–3, then went on to the final round and beat Finland 4–2 to win the gold medal. Some refer to the game against the Soviet Union as the “greatest sports moment” of the twentieth century. Equipment and other artifacts are also included in this exhibit. I do remember watching some of this game; it was an exhilarating moment in time.


  The “1932 Olympics” exhibit explains how the Village of Lake Placid won the bid for the 1932 Olympics and offers memorabilia from the Games, and the equipment used at the time by speed skaters, hockey players, and bobsledders. It is pretty amazing that the 1932 Olympics took place in the midst of the Great Depression.


  The “Curling” exhibit explores the strategy and history behind this unique Olympic event that started as a demonstration sport in 1932. You can practice your skills against your friends here.


  The “Olympic and Parade Uniforms” exhibit shows the emergence of brand names in the fashion industry in the 1980 Olympic uniforms, and the uniforms that Lake Placid “hometown heroes” wore marching in the opening ceremony parades. Lake Placid has sent at least one athlete to every Olympic Winter Games since 1924.


  The “Sliding Sports” exhibit describes the history of bobsled, skeleton, and luge with a collection of sleds, photographs, and sliding sports equipment. Bobsled races were included in the 1924 Olympics, skeleton in 1928, and luge came on the scene in 1964.


  “Foretelling the Future: The National Weather Service at the 1980 Olympic Winter Games” features what the meteorologists did, equipment that was used, and photos from the 1980 Olympics.


  The museum archives hold an extensive collection of Olympic materials, which include both final reports and result books from Winter Olympiads along with Olympic Winter Sports Reference Books. Collections also include photographs from the III Olympic Winter Games in 1932 and the 1980 Olympic Winter Games. The archives are open to researchers.


  The Olympic Museum is located in the Olympic Center, which is only a few feet from the Herb Brooks Arena where the 1980 “Miracle on Ice” hockey game took place and the Jack Shea Arena, home of the first indoor Winter Olympics skating arena.


  “Many visitors have no idea that Lake Placid hosted two Olympics and that the Athlete’s Village in 1980 became a federal correctional institute,” says the museum director.


  If you get hungry following your visit, there is a cafeteria on the upper level of the Olympic Center, where you can enjoy breakfast or lunch overlooking the Speed Skating Oval.


  


  Franklin County Historical & Museum Society


  51 Milwaukee St., Malone; (518) 483-2750; franklinhistory.org; open June through Sept; admission charged


  The House of History, as the museum is called, is a smaller museum all about preserving and presenting the history of Franklin County, with emphasis on William Almon Wheeler, the nineteenth vice president.
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  The museum is in a Tuscan-style brick home that was built by Nathan Knapp in 1864. There were a few owners before George W. Crooks bought it in 1895, and his daughter Elizabeth (Crooks) Kirk lived there until her death in 1973. Elizabeth was married to F. Roy Kirk (1877–1921), a Malone businessman and the founder of Purity Ice Cream.


  The museum houses a unique collection of original furnishings and belongings of Franklin County’s own William Almon Wheeler, US vice president from 1877 to 1881. William was born in 1819 in Malone and died in 1887 in Malone. He was also an attorney and politician representing NYS during the 1860s and 1870s.


  Period rooms showcase the mid to late 1800s time period and include the Wheeler bedroom, dining room, and kitchen with woodstove, and a country store that also doubles as a gift shop.


  A longtime volunteer at the museum told me that visitors are often very interested in their diorama of the Saint Regis Mohawk Indian Reservation set in the eighteenth century. It is also known by its Mohawk name, Akwesasne.


  A couple of poignant artifacts are two framed letters that were both mailed from Washington, DC, and sent to Malone. The first letter was written by William Wheeler’s wife, Mary (King) Wheeler, shortly before her death in March 1876 and a year before William took office as vice president. The second letter is written by William pertaining to his sadness following his wife’s death.
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  The Schryer Center for historical and genealogical research, located in the Carriage House behind the museum, houses Franklin County archival materials and family histories useful for local or family research. The center is open year-round; call ahead for hours.


  


  The Almanzo Wilder Homestead


  177 Stacy Rd., Malone; (518) 483-1207; almanzowilderfarm.com; open Memorial Day weekend through Sept; admission charged


  This is the site of the original home of Almanzo Wilder; perfect for families who enjoy visiting life in northern New York during the mid-nineteenth century and the Little House on the Prairie books written by his wife, Laura Ingalls. No other property is visible from the 84 acre Wilder Homestead so you have a feeling of serenity much like it was in the 1800s.


  Almanzo’s father, James, who was originally from Vermont, purchased the property in 1840, then cleared the land and built the buildings. Almanzo (1857–1949) was one of six children born to James Mason and Angelina (Day) Wilder. In the 1870 census report for the town of Burke, James is a fifty-eight-year-old farmer, Angelina is forty-nine and keeping house, Laura Ann is twenty-four and a school-teacher, Royal G. is twenty-one and works on the farm, Eliza Jane is an eighteen-year-old schoolteacher, Alice M. is sixteen, Almanzo is twelve, Perley is one. Remember, Eliza Jane and Perley were characters on some of the episodes of the Little House on the Prairie TV show.


  The museum is located within the visitor center and is home to a collection of period artifacts, farm tools, photos, replica homestead models, and information pertaining to the Wilder and Ingalls families, and farm life. Interpretation of this site is based on the book, Farmer Boy, which Almanzo’s wife, Laura, wrote in 1933. Farmer Boy recounts Almanzo’s life in the year 1866 when he was nine years old.
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  The other buildings in the complex are the post and beam–constructed Wilder farmhouse, barns, pump house, hen house, and one-room schoolhouse. Some of the household artifacts in the Wilder home were discovered on the property during archaeological digs. “This is the only house that Laura Ingalls Wilder wrote about in her children’s books that still stands on its existing foundation,” says a board member.


  Kitchen gardens, near the barns, were reconstructed using plans that Almanzo drew for Laura. The original foundations of the side barns were discovered during the archaeological digs, and some of the stones were used for the foundations of the reconstructed Big Barn and South Barn.


  The complex also includes a research library, gift shop, and nature trail to the Wilder family frontage on the Trout River.


  There are many other museums across the country pertaining to the Wilder and Ingalls families. “On display in the Wilder home is one half of a coverlet woven in linsey-woolsey by Almanzo’s mother, Angelina (Day) Wilder. It was divided by the descendants of Almanzo’s brother Perley, and the other half is displayed by the Laura Ingalls Wilder Memorial Society in DeSmet, South Dakota,” says a board member.


  


  Fulton County Museum


  237 Kingsboro Ave., Gloversville; (518) 725-2203;


  fultoncountyhistoricalsociety.org; open Memorial Day through Columbus Day; admission free, donations appreciated


  This museum truly has something for everyone pertaining to Fulton County, and artifacts are literally stretched from floor to ceiling in all ten rooms. Something you want to be sure and see is the largest glove in the world (fifty-seven inches by thirty inches), and the smallest gloves (about two inches long) are on display as well.


  The museum opened in 1973 in the old Kingsboro School building, which was built in 1900 on the site of the Kingsboro Academy. Permanent exhibits explore the community’s educational history, glove and leather heritage, military service, civic organizations, businesses, the Fonda, Johnstown & Gloversville Railroad, and sports history. Artifacts are well marked. Every room covers different topics in no particular order, so where you start is your choice.


  The Sports room houses an assortment of baseball uniforms and related paraphernalia. The team with the most recognition was the Gloversville-Johnstown minor league team, in operation from 1937 to 1951.


  The Military room is packed with artifacts from the 1700s to the current time, including firearms, swords, uniforms, and a Native American longhouse. My favorite was a section dedicated to women who served with their uniforms, photos, and mini bios. “The military room is often a favorite of visitors,” says the museum director.
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  The School area is filled with yearbooks, photographs, uniforms, and trophies.


  The Technology room is chock-full of radios, televisions, cameras, typewriters, adding machines, and record players that span multiple centuries.


  The Tanning and Glove room is a favorite for visitors, as gloves and Gloversville are synonymous. There are tools of the tanning process with a representation of an actual glove shop. Between 1880 and 1950 Gloversville is said to have produced 90 percent of the gloves sold in the United States. Every type of glove imaginable is on display. I liked the tiniest ones, which were used for advertising, the best. The director told me that some visitors make a beeline straight to the glove room.


  The Weaving, Spinning and Victorian room is full of quilts, looms, and a huge spinning wheel.


  The Public Service room has artifacts related to police and fire departments, nursing service, and a pharmacy display. This room also includes a jail cell from 1913, a gallows, a traffic light, and a working fire alarm system. The hangman’s noose/gallows was used for the last time in Fulton County on January 24, 1846, to hang Elizabeth Van Valkenburgh, age forty-six, who murdered her husband, John, on March 18, 1845, by putting arsenic in his beverage. In a confession to this murder, she also confessed to killing her first husband, in 1833, in the same manner.
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  The Railroad and Farming room houses antique farming implements, artifacts from the 1902 Mountain Lake Railroad wreck site, and a model train layout. The Fonda, Johnstown & Gloversville (FJ&G) Railroad was in operation from 1870 to 1974, then operated as the Delaware & Otsego Railroad for ten more years.


  Several paranormal investigations have taken place at the museum. The observations made by the investigators are available for review.


  Fulton County’s history is well represented at the Fulton County Museum.


  


  Johnson Hall State Historic Site


  139 Hall Ave., Johnstown; (518) 762-8712; parks.ny.gov/historic-sites/johnsonhall/; open May through Oct; admission charged


  This is an elegant, polished two-story (three stories with the basement) museum that highlights the opulence of the original owner via guided tours.


  Johnson Hall is an English Georgian–style home built in 1763 on the estate of Irish immigrant Sir William Johnson (1715–1774) and Molly Brant, a Mohawk Indian, and their eight children. William was the first baronet of New York, a title bestowed on him in 1755 by the British Crown, and the next year he was appointed superintendent of Indian Affairs. Previous to Molly he had three children with Catherine Weisenberg (ca. 1723–1759) and potentially had relations with other Brant women. Johnson was the largest single landowner and most influential individual in the colonial Mohawk Valley. Following William’s death his eldest son became John Johnson, a Loyalist, took over the estate and the title of baronet for a short time, then left for Canada. Johnson Hall was a private residence until 1906 when NYS purchased it.
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  An eye-catching part of the mansion is the huge front and back doors, over four feet wide and about a foot taller than the average door, which were locked with a very large skeleton key. To the left of the mansion is the West Stonehouse, also part of the guided tour, which housed slaves who ran the farm before 1827. There is a fireplace in the middle of the Stonehouse, time period mattresses, and a list of articles kept in the “Negro” room, from back in the day, on the table. The other outbuilding, to the right, is a reproduction of a time period building that houses a couple of displays and a small gift shop.


  On the first floor of the mansion is a dining room that often fed ten to thirty visitors, a social gathering/dining area, and the children’s and parents’ bedrooms. Home life and business life were intermingled, with visitors on a daily basis from various Indian tribes and immigrants to the area. All but the children’s bedroom displays portraits of the Johnson family. Upstairs had the same size center hallway as the first floor and four guest bedrooms that could also double as meeting rooms.


  During my tour here I saw three artifacts that I have never seen before. There were about a dozen black buckets about eighteen inches high with a ten-inch opening at the top in the large center entrance hall. I thought they were for horse feed, but they were for water in the summer, or sand in the winter, to put out potential fires. Another unusual artifact was a punch bowl with notches around the edge to hold the stem of wine glasses so that the glasses could be chilled on ice. The final surprise was a buffalo hide, fur side down, with a painting on it, on an upstairs bed.
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  My tour guide gave a thorough overview of the furnishings, inhabitants, and visitors of Johnson Hall.


  


  Adirondack Experience, the Museum on Blue Mountain Lake


  9097 State Rte. 30, Blue Mountain Lake; (518) 352-7311; theadkx.org; open May through Oct; admission charged


  This is truly an oasis in the middle of a forest that offers a history of life in the Adirondacks through a variety of mediums and is perfect for all ages. Families might like to pick up the scavenger hunt at the visitor center to add a little more adventure to the day.


  I have been to this site twice in the past: once with grandsons and once without. It was a great experience either way but more fun to go with children, especially to see their excitement upon finding something they could touch or operate. They particularly liked climbing up the Whiteface Fire Tower. Besides being fun for the kids, the fire tower offers a spectacular view that adults will appreciate, probably more than the kids.


  Daily activities that occur different times of the day include feeding the fish at Marion River Carry Pavilion, demonstrations of Adirondack boatbuilding by the boatbuilder-in-residence, and Native American artisans-in-residence demonstrating their crafts in the “Life in the Adirondacks” exhibit area.
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  The museum features historic buildings with exhibits: The Reising Schoolhouse, built in 1907, offers family activities such as games, toys, and crafts from a bygone era; Artist’s Cottage was used as a summer house by landscape painter Gustave Wiegand and is furnished with rustic furniture; Sunset Cottage is a one-room cabin from Camp Cedars on Forked Lake, decorated with split-spruce pole siding; Marion River Carry Pavilion is home to demonstrations and activities as well as a 1901 H. K. Porter Company steam engine and passenger car (my grandsons liked the train a lot); and the Kids Cabin and Old-Fashioned Washroom allows children to pump water from the well, scrub cloths on a washboard, and hang them to dry.


  Permanent exhibits are “The Buck Lake Club,” an Adirondack twentieth-century one-room log cabin hunting camp, and “Life in the Adirondacks,” a building that offers an interactive exploration of the Adirondack Park and its people. First stop by the Wilderness Stories Introduction Theater and view a video about the beauty of the Adirondacks, then move on to the five galleries that explore different aspects of the Adirondacks.


  The “Call of the Wilderness” gallery explores a variety of people, through videos, who were drawn to the Adirondacks, such as Teddy Roosevelt. The exhibit also brings to life the private railroad station and Pullman car with audio soundscapes. “A Peopled Wilderness” explores the story of the Mohawk and Abenaki cultures through artifacts, video interviews, music, and a language learning station. This gallery also includes an example of a traditional campsite once used by the indigenous people. The “Roughing It” area explores ways that people lived in the Adirondacks, either seasonally or permanently. The log cabin of Anne LaBastille, an author and naturalist who championed the pioneering life for women, is on display. “Adirondack Tough: Working in the Wilderness” reviews outdoor occupations, in particular the mining industry. There is an interactive activity of breaking up a log
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  Piseco Lake Historical Society’s Riley House & Riley Tavern
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  Erie Canal Cruises
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  Russian History Foundation
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  International Maple Museum Centre
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  Constable Hall
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  Chapman Historical Museum
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  Warrensburgh Museum of Local History
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  George Eastman House—Curator of George Eastman Legacy Collection Kathy Connor


  H. Lee White Marine Museum—Curator Michael R. Pittavino


  Hanford Mills Museum—Executive director Liz Callahan


  Hart Cluett Museum—Executive director Karin Krasevac-Lenz and curator/archivist Stacey Draper


  Haverstraw Brick Museum—Brick Museum staff


  Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum—Education director Ian K. Seppala


  The History Center in Tompkins County—Director of archives and research services Donna Eschenbrenner


  Hoffman Clock Museum—Assistant curator Dave Richardson


  Holland Land Office Museum—Executive director Ryan J. Duffy


  Hotchkiss Peppermint Museum—Director Patricia Alena, aka “Peppermint Patty”


  Howe House Museum—Director Diane J. Goodman


  H.P. Sears Oil Co. Inc. Service Station Museum—Volunteer manager Pat Corbett


  Hudson River Maritime Museum—Executive director Lisa Cline


  Hyde Hall—Former long-term board member Robert Schenider and marketing and publicity manager John Aborn


  International Maple Museum Centre—Acting board of directors president Don Moser


  International Motor Racing Research Center—Visitor services/outreach coordinator Kip Zeiter


  The Jacques Marchais Museum of Tibetan Art—Marketing and public programs manager Frank Saulle


  Jefferson County Historical Society—Interim executive director Toni Engleman


  Johnson Hall State Historic Site—Tour guide Audrey Humphrey


  Knickerbocker Mansion—Docent Leslie Allen


  Lake Placid Olympic Museum—Director Alison Haas


  LeRoy House and Jell-O Gallery—Director Lynne Belluscio


  Livingston County Historical Society Museum—Museum administrator Anna Kowalchuk


  Lockport Cave & Underground Boat Ride—Co-owner Tom Callahan


  Locust Grove Estate—Executive director Kenneth F. Snodgrass


  Mabee Farm Historic Site—Educator/tour guide Michael Diana


  Madison County Historical Society, Cottage Lawn Museum—Director Sydney Lotus and docent Terri Philips

  Medina Railroad Museum—Group sales and volunteer coordinator Caitlyn Klotzbach


  Museum at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts—Assistant curator Julia Fell


  Museum Village at Old Smith’s Clove—Director of marketing Martina Dryer


  The National Memorial Day Museum—Executive director Cyndi Park-Sheils


  National Soaring Museum—Director Traff Doherty and administrative assistant Jean Doherty


  National Warplane Museum—Volunteer who wears many hats, Jamieson R. Steele.


  New Castle Historical Society—Executive director Jennifer Plick


  New York State Military Museum and Veterans Research Center—Librarian/archivist Jim


  Gandy and assistant curator Christopher Morton


  New York Transit Museum—Director Concetta Bencivenga and press and marketing strategist Chelsea Newburg


  Northeast Classic Car Museum—Operations assistant Jake DeRochie


  Olana State Historic Site—Director Amy Hausmann; presidents of The Olana Partnership Sean Sawyer and Washburn and Susan Oberwager, and director of advancement and marketing Melanie Hasbrook


  Old Bethpage Village Restoration—Village manager Timothy Van Wickler


  Old Stone House—Executive director Kim Maier


  Old Westbury Gardens—Senior account executive Christine Sammarco


  Oneida Community Mansion House—Executive director Christine Hall O’Neil


  Oneida County Historical Society—Director of education and outreach Rebecca McLain


  Ontario County Historical Museum—Executive director Edward Varno


  Paleontological Research Institution at Museum of the Earth & Cayuga Nature Center—Manager of marketing and communications Jim Harper


  Phelps Mansion Museum—House manager and my tour guide Joe Schuerch


  Pioneer Oil Museum of New York—Board member Kelly Lounsberry


  Piseco Lake Historical Society—President Frederick Adcock and vice president Cynthia Adcock


  Putnam History Museum—Executive director Cassie Ward


  Roberson Museum and Science Center—Executive director Michael Grasso


  Russian History Foundation—Seminary student David, originally from Sweden


  St. Lawrence Power and Equipment Museum—Board of trustees president Ron Sheppard and secretary Roger S. Austin


  Saratoga National Historical Park—Park ranger and historian Eric Schnitzer


  Schuyler County Historical Society—Executive director Glenda Gephart


  Seneca-Iroquois National Museum—Director Joe Stahlman and inventory manager Jeremy Jones


  Seward House Historic Museum—Executive director Billye Chabot


  Skene Manor—President Richard F. Brewer


  Slate Valley Museum—Interim director Sarah Kijowski


  Stickley Museum—Director Amanda L. Clifford


  Swart–Wilcox House Museum—Program chair (and one of the chief cook and bottle washers) Helen Rees


  Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site—Executive director Stanton H. Hudson and development and communications manager Lindsey Visser


  Thomas Cole National Historic Site—Executive director Elizabeth B. Jacks


  Time and the Valleys Museum—Director Donna Steffens


  Tioga History Museum—Executive assistant Jacob Evanek


  Trolley Museum of New York—President Erik Garces


  USS Slater Destroyer Escort Museum—Visitor engagement and program manager Shanna Schuster


  Vanderbilt Mansion—Acting chief of interpretation Allan Dailey


  The Vander-Ende Onderdonk House—Board of directors member Linda Monte


  Walter Elwood Museum of the Mohawk Valley—Executive director Ann M. Peconie and office assistant Chastity George


  Ward W. O’Hara Agricultural & Country Living Museum—Museum aide Rob Norton and director Tim Quill


  Warrensburgh Museum of Local History—Director Steve Parisi


  Washington Irving’s Sunnyside—Marketing associate Kerry Erlanger


  Washington’s Headquarters State Historic Site—Historic site manager Elyse B. Goldberg


  Waverly Museum—Board member and curator Barbara Koehn


  The Whaling Museum & Education Center—Curator of education Brenna McCormick-Thompson


  William Pryor Letchworth Museum—Historic site manager Brian Scriven


  Yates County History Center—Administrative assistant Lisa Harper







   

  About the Author


  Karen McLaughlin Cuccinello grew up in Putnam/Westchester County, New York, then moved to the little rural town of Summit, Schoharie County, New York, in 1978, where she still resides. She is a self-published author of numerous Schoharie County and northern Delaware County historical books and articles (books are on Amazon.com), genealogist for over thirty years, Town of Summit and Village of Stamford historian, weekly Summit columnist for a Cobleskill, New York, newspaper, historian in the Stamford Village Library history room, and deputy director of the Region 7 Association of Public Historians NYS.
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