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PREAMBLE
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[image: image]any of us grew up learning to keep our focus on the content of the Bible and not to be “distracted” by other historical sources. Espe-


cially in terms of church “tradition” – like the saints and extra-biblical sto- ries. A “canon” had been chosen (presumably by people who knew better than us) and we should keep our eyes on that. This approach may have caused some distortion or bias? Let me give a few examples. Have you ever thought of these perspectives?

	Abraham spoke Akkadian, not Hebrew. He might have even been a climate-change refugee who wandered to the western frontier looking for a place to re-settle.


	Moses was an African. Even the name “Moses” is Egyptian. Like Abraham, his family came from a racial minority that co-existed with a larger and more powerful majority.


	Jesus was not a Christian.  He worshipped in a synagogue not a church.



He and his family practiced animal sacrifice at their Temple.



	Martin Luther was an Augustinian priest. He was celibate. Not for his whole life, of course, because he went on to practice what he preached about Reform, and eventually married and had children. He also es- poused some seriously racist (i.e. anti-Semitic) views even after he be- came the quintessential Protestant.


OK, these perspectives are intentionally written in a provocative way – a kind of shock therapy. If any of them raised your eyebrows, then reading this book will probably do you good!

[image: image]

After looking hard at these four biographies, we try to foresee what a future “melt-down” might look like for us. Forewarned is forearmed. Western civilization as we know it could be in the last stages of its supremacy – as Sumerian was for Abraham, Egyptian was for Moses, Israelite was for Jesus and Roman Catholic was for Martin Luther. “Change is the only constant thing”. We are not immune to it. It is better to be proactive when it comes to change than just reactive.

It may be a bit too early to stock up on food and supplies in our pantries and basements? Although many have started doing so in the Covid-19 pandem- ic. But it may be wise to re-think our investment plan and to make ready a disaster mitigation strategy for our families? Our survival and the legacy of our faith could depend on it.

After all, the point of recording history is to try to avoid repeating its pit- falls. So if we don’t understand it well, how can we avoid re-cycling it? Humans are not that different, regardless of their culture or era.

“Sola Scriptura” is not enough

We take both biblical and extra-biblical sources seriously, especially when one can find the symbiosis between them. We studiously avoid any dating before the fourth millennium BC, not because we deny it, but because we do not want to alienate Creationists. This is an inclusive approach to Chris- tian theology.

St John says that he only recorded enough in his Gospel to convince his readers. He said that if he recorded everything, it would fill up many, many more books. Our approach is different. While we are also selective about the narratives that we choose to tell, we do not restrict our analysis to one life, or even to the narrow principle of “sola scriptura”. With due respect to Luther and the Reformers, we try to blend both biblical and extra-biblical sources – to enhance our survival guide. From several biographies across six thousand years.

During the Covid pandemic in 2020, South Africa’s lockdown included full Prohibition.

This was not a permanent or strategic new policy – it was one of the vari- ous measures imposed to stop the spread of infection. Bars and shabeens were closed. Those restaurants that could remain open in the daytime could not serve alcohol. Liquor stores were closed. The logic was to keep peo- ple from congregating at places where “social distancing” doesn’t work. A secondary motive was to reduce the drunken-driving and human conflicts that arise from alcohol abuse. Why? To prioritize public hospital facilities for Covid patients. We see this same kind of severity as the logic of the emphasis that the Reformers put on “sola scriptura”. It was to correct a historical imbalance. It resonated with the Renaissance’s preference for all things classical. To debate the likes of Tetzel, Cajetan, and Eck - Martin Lu- ther had to sound this alarm. He had to find ways to distance his emerging views from “organized religion” - without letting go of primordial Christian views.

We do hope that this also makes the book accessible to Christians of all denominations? We would like to think that both the Reformation and the Counter-Reformation are far enough behind us now, that we can get back to a balanced view. Holding the inerrancy of scripture near and dear does not mean that we should not explore all available sources of Truth, including the extra-biblical. In this book, we seek that kind of balance or rapprochement.

Ancient Pathways to a Sustainable Future

Each chapter ends by distilling from its contents some principles for those who need to reinvent themselves, their institutions, or their nations.

These are then compiled and collated in the last chapter of the book. So what is related here is not just “dry history” but relevant and useful advice for readers, going forward. In the form of six “ancient pathways” that are relevant to people of all ages, from all eras and cultures - worldwide.

As we face uncertainly and ambiguity in our future, we can always use his- tory as a guide, and especially its finest role-models. As Karl Marx put it: “History does nothing; it does not possess immense riches, it does not fight battles. It is men, real, living, who do all this.”
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Collapseology

This word was coined by the Los Angeles Times in a January 2021 edito- rial. Of course it arises from the Covid pandemic, which hit California particularly hard. The word conveys the need to study “collapse” because our civilization may have already started down that slippery slope. From rhino poaching to the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, we may have ignited a process that cannot be diffused. Maybe we can slow it down, but some voices are saying that it is now unstoppable. Others put dates and provisos on it –like 2030 or 2050 – and reductions in carbon emissions. EO Wilson’s book Half Earth says that half of the surface area of both land and sea must remain as natural habitat for biodiversity – or we humans are doomed. Global warming and climate change could trigger catastrophic events on a scale that we have never seen before. In other words, the climatic challenges faced by Abraham and Moses long ago may not be far away for us as well?

As early as 1972, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology was commis- sioned by the Club of Rome to do a study called Limits of Growth. It predicted that the earth’s resources might run out by 2100 AD, based on current rates of exploitation. Other voices are predicting “societal col- lapse” and the Covid-19 pandemic was a wake-up call for many people. The bottom line is that our lifestyles must change. Consumption has dropped conspicuously since the Covid lockdown and the environment has showed discernible signs of recovery – in one year. When we hear talk of a “new normal” there are echoes of Jesus and Luther – who were pointing to a new way forward, when change had become an imperative. So the profiles in this book are very relevant to the times that we live in. Our new common goals may be different now, but history tells us that we can navigate change. The principles distilled in this book are your tools for the future. They are our small contribution to “collapseology”.

1

PATRIARCH

Why did Abraham leave Ur when he did?
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[image: image]r was one of the great cities of the Sumerian empire. There were numerous cities in “Mesopotamia” – the Greek noun for “the land between the rivers”. Namely, between the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers, which flow down to the Persian Gulf from headwaters up in the Taurus

mountains of Turkey, Armenia, and Kurdistan.

Sumerian civilization combined two cultures – one Semitic and the other not. The Semitic people were the Akkadians, the others we call Sumerians. The Akkadians migrated down the two rivers over time into the same river delta that the Sumerians had already occupied. The Sumerian language is not part of the Semitic family of languages.

So two cultures were cohabitating in this delta. It’s a bit like blacks and whites occupying South Africa, Irish and British occupying the Emerald Isle, or even Jews and Palestinians occupying Israel. Two racial, linguistic, and historical groups merging into one great delta civilization. There are opportunities in this bi-culturalism. But there are tensions too.

This happened over a very long period, from 3500 BC to about 1900 BC. In other words, until the birth of Abraham. He was 75 years old when he left Ur – somewhere around 1850 BC. His departure is not contextualized in the biblical record of his emigration. Its focus is on the internal fami-
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ly issues, not on the deep background. Here are six verses from Genesis

chapter 11:

27 This is the account of Terah’s family line. Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran. And Haran became the father of Lot.

––––––––
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28  While his father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the land of his birth.

29  Abram and Nahor both married. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milkah; she was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milkah and Iskah.


30  Now Sarai was childless because she was not able to conceive.


31  Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Harran, they settled there.

This family was among the Akkadian people in the delta. Many centuries before, they had migrated down the two river valleys from the headwaters up in the mountains. But the great civilization of the delta was now collaps- ing. The “paterfamilias” led his family back upstream to their primordial territory. It sounds like his long-range (strategic) plan was to reach Canaan, but Terah died in Harran first. In ancient times this city was in Assyria. In today’s world, there are borders between Iraq, Armenia, and Turkey. And there are nations without borders like Kurdistan. The city of Harran was in this area – north of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria during that era. Here is a map from the time of Sargon, king of Kish, builder of Akkad. He was the consummate Akkadian, who dominated the delta about 400 years before Abraham came along. But his gold standard had disappeared by the time Abraham came on the scene:

[image: Pin on Maps]:
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Source: https://www.researchgate.net

Parting is such sweet sorrow

The biblical narrative does not explain WHY Terah’s family migrated out of the delta. Nor does it say that Abraham himself was called to Canaan yet, at this stage. That comes later – after his father dies up in Harran.

But let’s quickly remember what these city-kingdoms had been like - in their prime. Bear in mind that Sumerian civilization had prolific written records and literature, so Abraham no doubt grew up during his first 75 years in this context. These were recorded in an early form of writing called “cu- neiform” – imprinted with a reed onto a soft clay tablet, then burned like bricks. Clay was in plentiful supply as were reeds, so this was “appropriate technology”. Of course, the writing system evolved through streamlining and became more alphabetical and less pictorial. Also, with the Akkadian ascendancy under Sargon (around 2400 BC), the lingua franca became Ak- kadian, replacing the Sumerian “language isolate”.

Akkadian was a Semitic language more familiar with other languages of the region, including those (like Hebrew) which had still not emerged yet. More formal texts were etched into black marble tablets (imported from quarries
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in the mountains upstream).

Sumerian city-kingdoms were quite self-contained. They were built of bricks because there was no rock in this delta of silt. Neither did any wood grow there, so they bundled reeds together to build river-boats. They had to go to the mountains of Iran to the north-east for wood, or distant Lebanon if they wanted cedar. They could do this because they produced agricultural surpluses from the fertile delta soil which were well-watered by the two riv- ers. There was a booming trade in the whole area between the “lower sea” (i.e. the Persian Gulf) and the “upper
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Ancient Pathways to a Sustainable Future








	Stick close to your extended family – take care of one another. Think about safety, security, and defense


	Listen to the family elders – their timing and advice is mission-critical to survival


	Take plenty of provisions... taking seed to plant when you arrive is more important than taking food to eat as you go. So that you can re-establish yourself


	Be sure to know the lingua franca of the wider region. Learning to speak other languages is a virtue


	Densely populated urban areas can be more problematic when the chips are down; mountain caves always are a safe bet!


	When it comes to religion, resist change that is too fast. Some super- ficial factors are negotiable, but others are non-negotiable. Remember the Serenity prayer


	Don’t sentimentalize major moves in your life. Move on

	Seek God’s advice and follow his guidance. Ignore other gods.

	Don’t leave it too late to move on, no matter how deep your roots are. Moving is a huge stressor but in the end, the process is good for you
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Bi-cultural Moses




The Bronze-Age Crash








	Crete – home of the Minoan civilization

	Mycenae – best known for its legendary king Agamemnon in what is now Greece

	Hattusha – the capital of the Hittite empire in what is now Turkey

	Ugarit – the port city of Assyria, the gateway to Babylon and the East

	Aleppo and Nineveh – inland from Ugarit on the road east

	Byblos – just north of where Beirut is today in Lebanon

	Egypt – the Nile was navigable up to Memphis to Thebes
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The Climate Change Factor






Consolidating the New Nation
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Ancient Pathways to a Sustainable Future



	Learning different languages opens many doors. Dead languages still linger for centuries if they have been recorded in writing. Even forgot- ten languages have been de-coded


	Keep your eyes on technological change and don’t fall back too far be- hind the cutting edge of technology


	Watch for opportunities where you could occupy other space than where you are at present if push ever comes to shove. Have a contin- gency plan


	Spend time in the wilderness. Solitude is good for the soul. Life should not be full of engagement – you also need to recede and have some “me” time


	Do periodic risk assessments. What will you do when tragedy strikes?






	Don’t think that your world could never implode. It could well happen. It has happened repeatedly to people who thought that it could never happen to them


	Look to your safety, security, and defense – and that of your extended family


	Un-learn your bad habits and establish new and better ones
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The Low Hanging Fruits

















	Roman roads, Roman shipping, and Roman couriers facilitated the rap- id spread of the Christian message – far and wide


	The Codex was a relatively new technology. Papyrus paper itself had been used for a long time but was second-best to vellum or parchment (animal skins). Julius Caesar himself was one of the first to cut sheets of papyrus paper to a uniform size and then bind the sheets together






	The existence of a lingua franca – namely Greek – made the “export” of the Christian message out of Judea relatively easy. Three hundred years earlier, Alexander the Great had conquered Asia Minor, the Mid- dle East, Egypt, and much of the East. It was this conquest and the dynasty that followed that secured Greek as lingua franca. Latin did not take over this predominance until much later, although it was always the official language of the Roman military. Even Marcus Aurelius - the last emperor of the Pax Romana – wrote his Meditations in Greek.



	Speaking of Alexander the Great, he founded a new city in Egypt called Alexandria. This was on the rim of the Mediterranean Sea. Most an- cient Egyptian cities had been up the Nile river – like Memphis and Thebes. This brought Egypt smack into the Roman sphere and Alex- andria became the intellectual center and city of learning of the Roman world. Education used Greek – not Egyptian or Latin – as the medium of instruction, and the library of Alexandria became the leading light of learning and research. More so than Rome itself. There were large Jewish enclaves in both Alexandria and the Petropolis further along the south shore of the Mediterranean. These facilitated the arrival of Christianity, and its spread up the Nile river to Nubia and across North Africa too, to Hippo, Carthage, and into Mauritania


	For the most part, there was stability during the Pax Romana. Yes there were wars, but as Carthage, Macedon and the Seleucid empire had been “pacified” by Rome, it was a period of busy trade and econom- ic development. The spread of Christianity was often a function of free enterprise. For example, St Paul was a tent-maker. He supported himself by making and marketing tents – a business that was a porta- ble as the product. Christians did not need to move all their herds of livestock as the patriarchs did, or to carry their fortunes with them - as the Israelites did at the time of the Exodus. There was now negotiable currency which made it possible for missionaries to travel to the ends of the earth


	At one time, the Senate had been saving money to take on the Parthians






	One interesting vignette is recorded in the annals of Edessa (called Urfa today), a city in what is now Turkey. But it was and is part of






	As a rule, and perhaps because Rome’s official religion was polytheism, the Pax Romana was a period of religious tolerance. It would be much harder for a new religion to take off in the context of an intolerant religion, especially another monotheist religion. For then the new re- ligion would be seen as the challenger. One special treatment was re- served for the Jews – the “Fiscus Judaicus”. Jews were subjected to a tax – probably reflecting their general success in commerce, all over the empire. It would not be lost on the Romans that their Jewish business interests were benefitting from the Pax Romana. But on the whole, Christians were not perceived as wealthy or as a nationality.



Was this an endorsement of Despotism?











God’s Amazing Timing
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Ancient Pathways to a Sustainable Future






	Culture is man-made and as such imperfect. But every culture also has its wonderful features, so don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater. Christianity can and does adapt to different settings, so cultural con- gruence is as important as standing against the evil that has embedded itself in a culture.  Jesus can be seen to be both observing the best of Jewish customs and critiquing the worst of them. Likewise, it is important to Christianize Africa – but at the same time to Africanize Christianity on that continent


	The great commission is from all nations to all nations. It was not a






	Persecution - even tribulation – has often been the context of explosive church growth. A recent example that comes to mind is Christianity’s advance in communist China


	The Christmas story is not just cozy and comforting – there is some- thing cosmic about it, as in the star of Bethlehem and the Prologue to John’s gospel. The same is true of every human life, which begins not just by conjoining two chromosomes together, but by the imprint of God’s image on that union (imago Dei). Conception involves two parents and one God – the soul comes from God and enters flesh at that moment. So there is a cosmic element to it. At death, the soul begins its journey back to God, where it came from. It reaches God in due course and awaits the Day of Resurrection – when it will re-join its physical body. The life story of Jesus birth, death, and victory over death and ascension put this all into fast-forward


	The “entanglement” of faith-interests worth political and/or military interests is somewhat inevitable. Christians are “in the world, but not of the world”. So you can be a prophet or a politician, a deacon or a soldier – as long as you always make a distinction between material and spiritual ambitions. You may be “upwardly mobile” in your career but in your attitudes, you should be “downwardly mobile”. Practice Ser- vant Leadership



	Explore and where appropriate deploy the latest technology not just in your home and work, but in your witness. Suddenly during the Covid pandemic, churches were closed or restricted (ostensibly for health rea- sons) and we found ourselves worshipping on Zoom instead. Where two or three are gathered together – even on Zoom – IN HIS NAME, the Holy Spirit is there. You can pray for the sick on Zoom, you can say your confession on Zoom, you can provide sound counseling on Zoom, etc


	Prophecy is not just foretelling the future, it is also about interpreting the present. Jesus could read the signs of the times, and predict his imminent death (like John the Baptist) and even the destruction of Je- rusalem. He did not need a crystal ball to speak of where things were going – he needed insight as much as foresight. We need prophets as well as pastors and deacons. They need to be trained and their spiritual gifting needs to be sharpened. This is as much wisdom and political acumen as it is clairvoyance


	History is “His story”. It has an author, a script-writer. We are merely actors on the stage of life. The screenplay suddenly included an acting role for the playwright! He came and dwelt among us. We beheld his glory, full of grace and truth. Then he wrote his own exit scene, and the drama continues. We should live with this sense that what may seem like a collapse to us may just be the end of one Act for him. Move on. Move out. Keep the faith


	The policies of the kingdom of God, heralded by Jesus, are not Capi- talism or Socialism. They are neither Humanist nor Marxist. All those are social constructs that have their merits and also their limitations. Just as Jesus looked very much like the rest of us, and not everyone could tell who he really was, so also the policies of the kingdom that he announced are somewhat recognizable. But distinct. The Roman em- phasis was justice and the rule of law. The Jewish emphasis was trade and prosperity. Both of these shared a firm belief in property rights. In the same sense, the policies of the reign of God will overlap to some extent with every system and also clash with every human system. They will play out differently than anything we have seen, but will not look
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Frederick the Wise
















Desi Erasmus













Unholy Corruption and Patronage
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	Your life has a purpose, it is not just happen-so. Even events before your birth can be part of God’s narrative for your biography. Try to find it and to go with the flow. Luther sensed in a lightning strike very near to him that God saved him for a reason. He thus offered his life back to God


	You may not appreciate or even realize who opens doors for you. Do






	Keep in touch with your role-models and mentors. Don’t just deflect off them like a billiard ball and never connect with them again. Later on, you may be able to call them back if they go astray?


	When opportunity knocks – open the door! Promotions and career moves can be good for everyone – not just for you


	“Honesty is the best policy”. Stay away from get-rich-quick schemes and don’t accept bribes. Play fair in the game of recruitment – play it by the book. Cheaters never prosper. Tetzel died in disrepute – even before Luther was summoned to the Diet of Worms


	Know yourself. Know what you believe and why. Apply those convic- tions and values in daily life. Be consistent. Don’t be a hypocrite, saying that you believe something but behaving in other ways. Walk the talk!


	Persist. Luther held several major disputations before he was sum- moned to the Diet of Worms. He translated portions of scripture first, for his sermons, then whole books. Then he did the New Testament. Eventually, the whole Bible was translated and published in German


	You may not ever see the impact of your work. But if your “project logic” is sound, once you complete the “deliverables”, you can rest as- sured that it will have “impact” – in due course. German was spoken very differently in different parts of the Holy Roman Empire. Having the Bible in German had a standardizing effect that brought some uni- formity. Consolidating the language, in turn, consolidated the nation. It has evolved into one of the most powerful nations in the world


	Take courage when facing adversity. When called to the Diet of Worms, many people advised Luther that it was too dangerous. It could be a trap? They told him “In Worms, the Devil reigns” (allegorically refer- ring to pope, but also the reality of spiritual warfare). Luther replied: “In Worms, our God reigns”. Believe it! In Germany, our God reigns!











































	Self-evident laws of nature – Reason and conscience were replacing theology as the foundations for rights, justice, and Democracy


	Common law – While the debate about the authority of Scripture (Protestants) versus Tradition (Catholics) was on-going, Law evolved a way of practicing respect for previous decisions


	Separation of church and state – With religious tolerance came space for pluralism and the fight against bigotry and xenophobia evolved a “melting pot” approach to immigration


	Classless egalitarianism – America rejected both the monarchy and the aristocracy and adopted the notion that all men are created equal. This was rooted in the Imago Dei
























The Divine Right of Parties?




Ancient Pathways to a Sustainable Future




	A “via media” often exists between two other polarized positions

	From the time of Solon of Athens, despondent citizens have support- ed efforts to open the bottlenecks, to disperse accumulated power from despots or oligarchs to “people power”. The essence of this is citizen participation and power-sharing



	Polarization breeds conflict – so looking for rapprochement or a “via



	One way to get rid of a king is to behead him and to replace the monar- chy with a republic. Another is to stage a revolution and chase the king away in favor of a republic. Another is to invite another king to come and displace your king, and from then on to find a “via media” between the monarchy and Parliament. These are different degrees of doing ex- actly what Solon of Athens did – replacing despots and oligarchs with “people power”. Beware the Vanguard, which makes voting hollow


	One way to replace Catholicism is to nationalize all churches, taking them away from papal authority stemming from Rome. Another is to abandon high-church institutions with low-church or Non-conformist alternatives. Another way is to scrap Christianity and replace it with a secular religion like Humanism or Marxism


	“You can’t lock up an idea.” Different manifestations of the same chal- lenges emerge on different continents and in different cultures. The same is true of different eras – Athens of the fifth century BC was not all that different from countries today. The core issues are very similar


	Democracy can work with or without parties. There are two-party systems, three-party systems, and multi-party systems. Splitting power between parties does not diminish the need for checks and balances such as the Judiciary, Ombudsmen, the Media, and Civil Society (i.e. non-state actors)


	If elections can be swindled, Democracy is emptied. If seats in Parlia- ment are “for sale” then Democracy has been corrupted. Not only by money (i.e. purchasing power) but by undue influence (e.g. manipula- tion of and interference in voting)


	People who are affected by decisions have a right to have a say in mak- ing those decisions


	In some languages, there are not two words for “justice” and “righ- teousness”. Having two words in English could diminish the views of
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Pathway #1 - Keep close to your extended family

	Stick close to your extended family – take care of one another. Think about safety, security, and defense


	Listen to the family elders – their timing and advice is mission-critical to survival


	Do periodic risk assessments. What will you do when tragedy strikes?






	Look to your safety, security, and defense – and that of your extended family


	You may not appreciate or even realize who opens doors for you. Do you need a patron? Be diligent to repay them with your best efforts. Their influence does not preclude you from being “self-made” in terms of your career and your achievements


	Keep in touch with your role-models and mentors. Don’t just deflect off them like a billiard ball and never connect with them again. Later on, you may be able to call them back if they go astray?


Pathway #2 - Be ready to re-locate and to press the reset button

	Take plenty of provisions... taking seed to plant when you arrive is more important than taking food to eat as you go. So that you can re-establish yourself


	Densely populated urban areas can be more problematic when the chips are down; mountain caves always are a safe bet!


	Don’t sentimentalize major moves in your life. Move on

	Don’t leave it too late to move on, no matter how deep your roots are. Moving is a huge stressor but in the end, the process is good for you


	Watch for opportunities where you could occupy other space than where you are at present if push ever comes to shove. Have a contin- gency plan


	Don’t think that your world could never implode. It could well happen. It has happened repeatedly to people who thought that it could never happen to them



Pathway #3 - Reach out to other cultures

	Be sure to know the lingua franca of the wider region. Learning to speak other languages is a virtue


	Learning different languages opens many doors. Dead languages still linger for centuries if they have been recorded in writing. Even forgot- ten languages have been de-coded


	The great commission is from all nations to all nations. It was not a






	Explore and where appropriate deploy the latest technology not just in your home and work, but in your witness. Suddenly during the Covid pandemic, churches were closed or restricted (ostensibly for health rea- sons) and we found ourselves worshipping on Zoom instead. Where two or three are gathered together – even on Zoom – IN HIS NAME, the Holy Spirit is there. You can pray for the sick on Zoom, you can say your confession on Zoom, you can provide sound counseling on Zoom, etc

	“You can’t lock up an idea.” Different manifestations of the same chal- lenges emerge on different continents and in different cultures. The same is true of different eras – Athens of the fifth century BC was not all that different from countries today. The core issues are very similar


	In some languages, there are not two words for “justice” and “righ- teousness”. Having two words in English could diminish the views of church people that seeking justice is a very spiritual endeavor


Pathway #4 - Resist change at the deepest level of your an- chor

	When it comes to religion, resist change that is too fast. Some super- ficial factors are negotiable, but others are non-negotiable. Remember the Serenity prayer


	Seek God’s advice and follow his guidance. Ignore other gods.

	Keep your eyes on technological change and don’t fall back too far be- hind the cutting edge of technology


	Spend time in the wilderness. Solitude is good for the soul. Life should not be full of engagement – you also need to recede and have some “me” time


	Un-learn your bad habits and establish new and better ones


	Persecution - even tribulation – has often been the context of explosive church growth. A recent example that comes to mind is Christianity’s advance in communist China


	The Christmas story is not just cozy and comforting – there is some- thing cosmic about it, as in the star of Bethlehem and the Prologue to John’s gospel. The same is true of every human life, which begins not just by conjoining two chromosomes together, but by the imprint of God’s image on that union (imago Dei). Conception involves two parents and one God – the soul comes from God and enters flesh at that moment. So there is a cosmic element to it. At death, the soul begins its journey back to God, where it came from. It reaches God in due course and awaits the Day of Resurrection – when it will re-join its physical body. The life story of Jesus birth, death, and victory over death and ascension put this all into fast-forward


	The “entanglement” of faith-interests worth political and/or military interests is somewhat inevitable. Christians are “in the world, but not of the world”. So you can be a prophet or a politician, a deacon or a soldier – as long as you always make a distinction between material and spiritual ambitions. You may be “upwardly mobile” in your career but in your attitudes, you should be “downwardly mobile”. Practice Ser- vant Leadership


	Prophecy is not just foretelling the future, it is also about interpreting







	History is “His story”. It has an author, a script-writer. We are merely actors on the stage of life. The screenplay suddenly included an acting role for the playwright! He came and dwelt among us. We beheld his glory, full of grace and truth. Then he wrote his own exit scene, and the drama continues. We should live with this sense that what may seem like a collapse to us may just be the end of one Act for him. Move on. Move out. Keep the faith

	Your life has a purpose, it is not just happen-so. Even events before your birth can be part of God’s narrative for your biography. Try to find it and to go with the flow. Luther sensed in a lightning strike very near to him that God saved him for a reason. He thus offered his life back to God


	Take courage when facing adversity. When called to the Diet of Worms, many people advised Luther that it was too dangerous. It could be a trap? They told him “In Worms, the Devil reigns” (allegorically refer- ring to pope, but also to the reality of spiritual warfare). Luther replied: “In Worms, our God reigns”. Believe it! In Germany, our God reigns! In Europe, our God reigns! In Africa, our God reigns! In America, our God reigns! Fear not...


	One way to replace Catholicism is to nationalize all churches, taking them away from papal authority stemming from Rome. Another is to abandon high-church institutions with low-church or Non-conformist alternatives. Another way is to scrap Christianity and replace it with a secular religion like Humanism or Marxism


Pathway #5 - Good citizenship includes growing and prun- ing your culture

	Culture is man-made and as such imperfect. But every culture also has its wonderful features, so don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater. Christianity can and does adapt to different settings, so cultural con- gruence is as important as standing against the evil that has embedded itself in a culture.  Jesus can be seen to be both observing the best of Jewish customs and critiquing the worst of them. Likewise, it is important to Christianize Africa – but at the same time to Africanize Christianity on that continent


	The policies of the kingdom of God, heralded by Jesus, are not Capi- talism or Socialism. They are not Humanist or Marxist either. All those are social constructs that have their merits and also their limitations. Just as Jesus looked very much like the rest of us, and not everyone could tell who he was, so also the policies of the kingdom that he an- nounced are somewhat recognizable. But distinct. The Roman empha- sis was justice and the rule of law. The Jewish emphasis was trade and prosperity. Both of these shared a firm belief in property rights. In the same sense, the policies of the reign of God will overlap to some extent with every system and also clash with every human system. They will play out differently than anything we have seen, but will not look all that unfamiliar. So hang on tight to what is best about your personal policy choices, but don’t hang on too tight - in case you find yourself surprised by the logic of the coming kingdom. Hang loose!

	Know yourself. Know what you believe and why. Apply those convic- tions and values in daily life. Be consistent. Don’t be a hypocrite, saying that you believe something but behaving in other ways. Walk the talk!


	A “via media” often exists between two other polarized positions

	From the time of Solon of Athens, despondent citizens have support- ed efforts to open the bottlenecks, to disperse accumulated power from despots or oligarchs to “people power”. The essence of this is citizen participation and power-sharing



	Polarization breeds conflict – so looking for rapprochement or a “via



	One way to get rid of a king is to behead him and to replace the monar- chy with a republic. Another is to stage a revolution and chase the king away in favor of a republic. Another is to invite another king to come and displace your king, and from then on to find a “via media” between the monarchy and Parliament. These are different degrees of doing ex- actly what Solon of Athens did – replacing despots and oligarchs with “people power”. Beware the Vanguard, which makes voting hollow


	Democracy can work with or without parties. There are two-party systems, three-party systems, and multi-party systems. Splitting power between parties does not diminish the need for checks and balances such as the Judiciary, Ombudsmen, the Media, and Civil Society (i.e. non-state actors)


	If elections can be swindled, Democracy is emptied. If seats in Parlia- ment are “for sale” then Democracy has been corrupted. Not only by money (i.e. purchasing power) but by undue influence (e.g. manipula- tion of and interference in voting)


Pathway #6 - Cultivate opportunities in your career and net- working

	When opportunity knocks – open the door! Promotions and career moves can be good for everyone – not just for you


	“Honesty is the best policy”. Stay away from get-rich-quick schemes and don’t accept bribes. Play fair in the game of recruitment – play it by the book. Cheaters never prosper. Tetzel died in disrepute – even before Luther was summoned to the Diet of Worms


	Persist. Luther held several major disputations before he was sum- moned to the Diet of Worms. He translated portions of scripture first, for his sermons, then whole books. Then he did the New Testament.






	You may not ever see the impact of your work. But if your “project logic” is sound, once you complete the “deliverables”, you can rest as- sured that in due course it will have “impact”. German was spoken very differently in different parts of the Holy Roman Empire. Having the Bible in German had a standardizing effect that brought some uni- formity. Consolidating the language, in turn, consolidated the nation. It has evolved into one of the most powerful nations in the world


	People who are affected by decisions have a right to have a say in mak- ing those decisions


Do black holes really suck?
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