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			THE BATTLE IS HIS, BUT YOU HAVE TO SHOW UP

			For the past few years, four simple words posted on my office wall have served as a constant reminder of God’s role in the challenges I face:

			The battle is His.

			About 3,000 years ago, the people of Judah had three separate armies coming to wage war against them.[*1] They were vastly outnumbered, and they recognized their weakness: “We have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.”[1] Judah knew they couldn’t win this battle alone. So they turned to God.

			Then the prophet Jahaziel spoke up, saying, “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s.’ ”

			He continued, “Tomorrow march down against them.… You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you, Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you.”[2]

			Did you catch that? God required the army of Judah to march down to the battle line. If God was going to fight the battle for them, then why couldn’t they just sit inside the walls of the city, where it was comfortable and safe?

			Yes, the battle was the Lord’s, but they had to show up. The same is true of your financial situation—the battle is the Lord’s, but you have to show up.

			LET HIM FIGHT YOUR FINANCIAL BATTLE

			I know firsthand how discouraging it is when you’re looking at massive debt, insufficient income, or never-ending expenses and feel like you’ll never be able to overcome it.

			I remember looking at my mountain of debt and thinking, I’m never going to get this paid off. Then I compared that with our tiny salaries, and it honestly felt hopeless. I mean, it seemed like there was only about $50 left at the end of the month. It seriously looked like it would take 30 years to become debt-free.

			But here is the thing. Our God is in the business of freeing people from bondage. I know that includes the bondage of sin, but I’m convinced it also includes financial bondage—especially debt.

			Let me share a secret with you. You want to know what testimony I have heard more than anything else from our SeedTime community? It goes something like this:

			We had [a huge amount of debt] that we wanted to pay off. When we looked at our income, it looked like it would take us [a crazy amount of time] to get it paid off. We felt discouraged and wondered whether our effort would even make a difference. But we prayed and felt God leading us to do [an unconventional thing that we thought wouldn’t help at all]. But we decided to obey His leading. As we did, we saw the debt paid off way faster than we ever dreamed possible. We have no doubt this was God’s doing.

			This is our story too. As we took steps and trusted God to do His part, we experienced miracles and watched our mountain of debt disappear within about three years.

			No matter how big your financial challenge is, the battle isn’t yours. The battle is the Lord’s. But you have to show up. Don’t make the mistake of thinking that because it’s His battle, He won’t require you to do something. And often that something has to be done before you see the miracle:

			
					Jehoshaphat and Judah had to march down to the battle line against a far superior army before God delivered them.

					Moses had to walk up to the Red Sea and stretch out his staff before it parted.

					The disciples had to begin distributing the food before it was multiplied to feed the 5,000.

			

			If they hadn’t acted on their faith, do you think those miracles would have happened?

			God is bigger than any financial problem we face, but we have to be willing to step out in faith to see the miracle. Oftentimes that step of faith is a natural step that allows God to do the supernatural.

			HOW TO OUTRUN A CHARIOT

			I once heard Pastor Chris Durso preach a sermon with some insightful commentary on an easily overlooked verse. In 1 Kings, we see Elijah do something pretty crazy. “The Lord gave special strength to Elijah. He tucked his cloak into his belt and ran ahead of Ahab’s chariot all the way to the entrance of Jezreel.”[3]

			Elijah outran a chariot, but before he did, he tied up his cloak. If God had given him supernatural speed but he’d been tripping on his cloak the whole way, he probably wouldn’t have outrun the chariot. Elijah took the natural step so the supernatural thing that God was going to do wouldn’t be hindered.

			When we take the natural step while prayerfully asking God to do the supernatural, we open the door for the miraculous.

			God wants to do the supernatural in your financial life, but what steps are you taking to allow the supernatural to flow unhindered? King Jehoshaphat and his army had to march to the battle line in order to see the miracle.[*2] When we take the natural step while prayerfully asking God to do the supernatural, we open the door for the miraculous.

			Could it be that some of the practical steps laid out in this book are going to allow God to do the supernatural in your life?

			LINDA: I have found the biggest breakthroughs when I remember that my job is to take natural steps, which usually gets me out of God’s way so He has room to do the supernatural. When we do our part, we see how big the mountain is, how impossible it is to scale without His help, which makes it clear who really deserves all the glory. And it becomes easy to point back to God, because when you see a miracle, you can’t help but tell people! So, show up, do your part, and watch the deliverance of the Lord.

			In the rest of the book, I’ll lay out some simple steps that have made room for God to do the supernatural in our lives. The first is determining your AUM.

			
				Skip Notes

				
					*1 This is one of my favorite stories in the Bible. Go look up 2 Chronicles 20, and notice how God not only solved their problem but also provided a huge blessing that they would have missed if they hadn’t shown up.

				

				
					*2 Interesting sidenote: their answer to prayer came as soon as they began worshipping.
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			AUM: THE SECOND MOST IMPORTANT METRIC[*1]

			If you’ve ever started a weight-loss program, you know the first step is hopping on the scale. Why? Because you want to see your starting point to be able to measure progress, right?

			And if you’re like most people, you continue to step on the scale weekly or maybe even daily. Why? Because you want to see whether you’re making progress, right? You want to see whether all this work you’re putting in is yielding any result.

			For some reason, we tend to understand the importance of tracking and reporting with weight-loss goals but not with financial goals. You would never set a goal to lose 20 pounds and then measure success by how loose your sweatpants are. Sure, it may be an indicator that you’re going in the right direction, but it’s a terrible way to track progress.

			When it comes to money, most people use the wrong metrics to track their financial progress and wonder why they aren’t reaching their goals. If you’re going by how things feel, you’ll never see the full picture. You’re seeing only part of the picture if you’re looking at any of the following:

			
					how tight money feels at the end of the month

					your checking account balance

					your credit card balance

			

			Each is a metric that gives an incomplete picture of financial progress. Luckily, there is a much better way. For weight loss, it’s a scale. For financial progress, it’s what I call Assets Under Management (AUM).

			
				Simple Insight

				Most assume that having a good income means you’re doing well financially, but oftentimes that isn’t true. On the other hand, some people assume that their low salary means they’re doomed financially. And that definitely isn’t true.

			

			AUM is one number that conclusively tells you how you’re doing financially. It shows you what is really going on with your money, instead of what you think (or hope) is going on. Many financial experts refer to this as your net worth, but I prefer AUM for two key reasons:

			
					It helps me keep a proper perspective of money and possessions. Specifically that they aren’t actually mine. Rather, I’m a manager (or steward) of what God has entrusted to me for a short time. When we understand that everything in our possession (houses, cars, money, etc.) is not actually ours but should be managed for His purposes and glory, AUM seems like a more accurate and appropriate name.

					The thought of any number being labeled my “net worth” is pretty insulting. You and I are intricately and lovingly designed by God for a unique purpose. We have so much value (regardless of our financial successes or failures) that Jesus came to die for us. To say that the sum of my worth is a particular dollar amount doesn’t sit well with me. Additionally, when you believe that any amount of money defines your worth, you’re more tempted to look to that number for your identity, rather than to God.

			

			LINDA: Just to further Bob’s point, I want to remind you that God knew you before the foundation of the world. He was extremely intentional about when you would be born. Only you can add to the world what God created you to add. You’re so important and significant. Pushing through the difficult things—like money—will only increase your impact. In other words, you were born for this.

			WHY AUM TRUMPS DEBT TRACKING

			Some people use the amount of debt they have as their sole metric of financial success. The less debt, the better their progress. No debt? You win!

			While debt elimination is a great goal, using it as a tracking tool doesn’t give you the full picture of what is going on in your financial life. AUM will allow you to continue tracking your financial progress even if you’ve eliminated all your debt. And trust me—there is a financial life after you pay off debt.

			LINDA: Yeah, baby! And it’s so good!

			And if that wasn’t enough, AUM is just more encouraging. When you track your progress by looking at your debt, you’re seeing only the fruit of paying down those debts. On the other hand, your AUM can increase with every good financial decision you make.

			For example, you can increase your AUM with the following actions:

			
					paying off credit cards or car loans

					paying more toward your mortgage

					buying property

					funding a Roth IRA

					contributing to your 401(k) or 403(b)

					adding money to savings

					buying index funds, mutual funds, or dividend-paying stocks

					even just not spending as much money

			

			By using AUM as your metric to track, you’ll find there are far more opportunities to move the financial needle than just paying off debts. So if you want to see constant progress toward your money goals, then start tracking your AUM, my friend.

			CALCULATE YOUR AUM

			Determining your AUM is really just a second-grade math problem. Take your assets (things you own), and subtract your debts. Here’s the breakdown.

			Total Your Assets

			First, list every asset you can think of. Your house, vehicles, retirement accounts, investments, savings accounts, checking accounts, emergency fund, jewelry, and anything else similar would fall in this category. Really anything that has a dollar value or that you could realistically sell.

			To get real estate values, you can use zillow.com to get a rough estimate of what your home is worth. For automobiles, check out KBB.com to see what they could be sold for. For all your checking, savings, and investment accounts, check the balances online or use your most recent statement.

			You can include any items around your house that have value, but I suggest being conservative. For the purposes of sanity and simplicity, I don’t bother with items under about $250. Yeah, I’m sure I could find someone on eBay to buy my socks, but I’m just looking for a general picture. I lump all these smaller items together on one line called “Misc. Items” and take a conservative guess as to what they could be sold for.

			Once you have everything listed with the estimated value, total your assets.
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				Want to jump ahead and complete your related challenge? Go to this page for details.

			

			Total Your Debts (Liabilities)

			A few lines below the asset total, you’re going to list every debt you have. Mortgages, car loans, credit cards, student loans, medical debt, that money you borrowed from Grandma—they all apply. Do the same as above, checking balances on each one, and then total your debts.

			Subtract Them

			Now you can subtract your debt total from your asset total, and—voilà!—you have your AUM. Date it and save it.

			Where to Do This

			If you’re into paper, do it on paper. Or you can calculate it using a simple worksheet like this:[*2]

			
				Assets

				
					
						
						
					
					
						
								
								Car

							
								
								$10,000

							
						

						
								
								House

							
								
								$195,000

							
						

						
								
								Savings

							
								
								$5,000

							
						

						
								
								401(k)

							
								
								$10,000

							
						

						
								
								Total Assets:

							
								
								$220,000

							
						

					
				

				Debts

				
					
						
						
					
					
						
								
								Car Loan

							
								
								$5,000

							
						

						
								
								Mortgage

							
								
								$160,000

							
						

						
								
								Student Loan

							
								
								$10,000

							
						

						
								
								Credit Card

							
								
								$5,000

							
						

						
								
								Total Debts:

							
								
								$180,000

							
						

						
								
								Assets Under Mgmt:

							
								
								$40,000

							
						

					
				

			

			OUR STARTING POINT

			When Linda and I first calculated our AUM, it was –$13,843.84. I knew we had a bunch of debt, but I didn’t realize we would be in the negative.

			Initially I was discouraged. It felt like I was at the bottom of a hole, looking up, unsure where to go. But I noticed that as we began doing slightly less dumb things with our money, each month our AUM was increasing. After one year, it was up nearly $15,000 to $746! We were pretty thrilled just to no longer have a negative AUM—even if it was less than $800. And as we kept working on it, it just continued to grow.

			
				Simple Insight

				It’s actually pretty common to start out with a negative AUM. Some people find they are in the red by six figures (often because of student loans or medical debt). Remember, it’s not about where you are right now. It’s about acknowledging the truth of your situation. No matter your initial AUM, call it what it is: a starting point for your financial testimony.

			

			I normally check our AUM one or two times a year. But if you’re working hard at it and need the encouragement, check it more! Regardless of what your number is, just look at it as the beginning. If you’re increasing your assets by making good buying decisions or minimizing debts, your AUM will likely be growing.

			GOD AND YOUR AUM

			AUM is simply a tool to measure the progress of God’s assets under our management. And good managers pay attention to what they are responsible for, right?

			We aren’t tracking it to impress others, to feel good about ourselves, or to determine our worth.

			LINDA: Remember, Jesus showed all of us our worth by coming to earth, living a sinless life, and dying on the cross. No dollar amount can compare to the price He paid, because there is simply no number great enough to show what you are worth.

			When we truly grasp that, we can see AUM as a tool to measure progress and show His faithfulness and never as a number that describes significance.

			Here’s the thing: I believe God wants us to know exactly where we are financially so we can see and tell of His glory when He does the miraculous in our finances.

			Moses was on the edge of the Red Sea before God parted it. I’m guessing He wanted the Israelites to get an up-close-and-personal view of the insurmountable obstacle in their path so they could better understand the magnitude of God’s miracle in their lives. They would tell the story of His faithfulness for generations to come.

			Regardless of your situation, find your starting point by calculating your AUM. In the years to come, it will be a reminder of how far God has brought you. And all the miraculous things that He does in your financial life will make your story that much richer.

			
				Skip Notes

				
					*1 No, you didn’t zone out for the most important metric. I’m just saving it for part 3 to keep you in suspense.

				

				
					*2 Grab your free copy here: seedtime.com/aum.
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			THE NEVER 100 RULE

			Do you remember Mike Tyson? Heavyweight champion of the world. Fought Evander Holyfield and bit off part of his ear. How could we forget?

			In 1997, during that infamous fight, he was disqualified after only three rounds and was paid $30 million. $30 million![1] For less than 10 minutes of fighting! And that was just for that one fight. Over the course of his career, he earned over $400 million.[2]

			Now, Tyson may have had some other issues to deal with, but money wasn’t one of them. He was set. Until 2003…when he filed for bankruptcy, having spent it all (and an additional $23 million).

			How could someone spend $423 million in a lifetime, let alone in just a few short years? This is so far beyond anything most people can understand that we tend to just dismiss it as an anomaly. But it isn’t. Let’s look at another scenario.

			NBA players earn an average of $7.5 million a year.[3] And the average NFL player earns about $2.7 million a year.[4] Tyson’s fortune aside, can you imagine what you could do with a measly $2.7 million salary?

			LINDA: I’m sure I could figure something out.

			Here’s what’s fascinating. Did you know that the majority of NBA and NFL players are broke shortly after they retire? According to CNBC, “An estimated 60 percent of former NBA players go broke within five years of departing the league…[and] a reported 78 percent of former NFL players have gone bankrupt or [are] under financial stress just two years after retirement.”[5]

			LINDA: That sure brings new meaning to those Kanye lyrics “win the Super Bowl and drive off in a Hyundai.”[6]

			I couldn’t believe it when I read it. Even with millions of dollars at their disposal, many of our sports heroes are a financial mess. Yet most of us go to bed each night believing that if we just had a little more money, we would be able to get ahead financially.

			It’s less about what’s coming in. It’s more about what you do with it.

			We all want to believe the answer to our money problems is simply more money. But the truth is, it’s less about what’s coming in. It’s more about what you do with it.[*1]

			THE NEVER 100 RULE EXPLAINED

			You don’t need to be a genius to guess that many pro athletes are making the same financial mistake that half of all Americans make.[7] They are spending 100% (or more) of their income each month. As a result, when that million-dollar salary is gone, they have nothing to show for it.

			Now, maybe you already know all this. But in case you tend toward making some of the mistakes I have (you know, like spending my raise before it even showed up on my paycheck), I want to share one rule that I like to follow that will ensure you have something to show, no matter your income.

			I call it the Never 100 Rule. Simply put, never spend 100% of your monthly income.

			It doesn’t matter how wildly my income fluctuates; I do absolutely everything in my power to never spend 100% of what I earn that month.

			By following this rule, you’re giving yourself the best chance of financial success. And at the same time, you’re greatly increasing your chances of avoiding the financial struggles of most Americans, including pro athletes.

			On the other hand, if you consistently violate this rule, then you can be sure that you’ll end up broke—no matter how much you earn. Ask Mike Tyson if you need proof.

			Don’t let the simplicity of this rule fool you. It will work if you have a huge income, if you have a small income, if you have been smart with money all your life, or if you are a financial mess (like Linda and I used to be). There isn’t much one-size-fits-all financial advice, but this is about as close as it gets.

			We could go through all the details of how to save more money each month, how to increase your income, or how to invest, but those details really don’t matter much if you’re spending 105% of your monthly income. If you want to succeed financially, you have to start with the Never 100 Rule.

			MEET RONALD READ

			Ronald Read was a gas-station attendant and janitor from Vermont. He never had a large income, but he consistently followed the Never 100 Rule. Over his 92 years of life, he avoided the financial stress experienced by so many pro athletes who earned 10 to 100 times more than him. That right there is pretty amazing if you think about it. But it gets better.

			On a janitor’s salary, he followed this rule and never spent his full paycheck. Instead, he consistently saved and invested. Over the course of his life, he amassed $8 million, most of which he chose to give away.[8]

			Most of us believe that if we had an NFL salary for a few years, all our financial problems would be gone. Of course we wouldn’t spend it all; we would do it differently. We would be so smart and wouldn’t end up like 78% of retired NFL players. Right?

			I hate to break it to you, but unless we’re doing a good job managing what we have now, we won’t manage more any better. It doesn’t matter whether it is a 1,000% increase or just a 2% pay raise. Until we’re prepared to handle the increase, no matter how big or small, it will be of little benefit to us.

			WHEN IN CRISIS MODE

			The truth is that a lot of us in the Western world are spending over 100% of our income each month because we’re in crisis mode. From job loss to overwhelming medical bills to childcare expenses, it can seem like there is no way out. We borrow more and more, hoping that someday things will just fix themselves.

			It’s no wonder so many of us feel like we can’t even think about saving and giving because we’re so overwhelmed just trying to survive.

			LINDA: That feeling. That “this is never going to get better” feeling. I know it. I know the hopelessness. If you feel like that, know that we are praying for you and that there is a way out. That’s what this book is for. Pray and open your mind as much as you can, and keep reading. Relief is on the way.

			While Linda and I have walked through some tough financial battles, your situation will be different from ours or anyone else’s. If you have given up hope and view it as impossible, then let me remind you that impossible situations are where God does His best work.

			Living a truly rich life will require both natural steps and God’s supernatural power. I’ve found that most people lean toward one or the other. They will either use wisdom with finances and expect that to be enough or choose to pray but ignore sound financial advice.

			But I am telling you something amazing happens when both are working together—following the timeless financial wisdom laid out in the Bible and prayerfully stepping out in faith, giving God an opportunity to do a miracle.

			So let’s pray and invite God into your situation and use financial wisdom by starting with the Never 100 Rule. Choose to not spend 100% of your monthly income, and turn your attention to saving, investing, and giving in faith (more on this in later chapters). When we prayerfully and boldly attempt to do things God’s way, He shows up.

			THE NEVER 100 RULE IN ACTION

			You’re probably thinking, This all sounds great on paper, but how do I do this in real life? There is a four-part plan that will ensure you follow the Never 100 Rule and reach your financial goals. I call it the Straight-A Strategy, and it transformed our financial lives. Apart from God, this simple strategy deserves the most credit for helping us pay off our mortgage in three years.[*2]

			As with anything else, some work will be involved. Simple doesn’t mean magic. But it is so worth it. The Straight-A Strategy puts into practice four steps that we will break down in the next four chapters:

			
					Attention

					Automate

					Adjust

					Accountability

			

			Regardless of whether your income follows the curve of a pro athlete, a career janitor, or anything in between, the Straight-A Strategy will give you the best chance of long-term success. It will ensure that your money goes where you want it to go and that you begin racing toward your financial goals faster than you thought possible.

			
				Skip Notes

				
					*1 In fact, when you don’t have the Never 100 Rule down, more money just amplifies the problem. This is why Mike Tyson found himself $23 million in the hole.

				

				
					*2 Yes, you read that right. More on how we did this in a later chapter.
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			ATTENTION: WHEN PERFORMANCE IS MEASURED, IT IMPROVES

			Did you know that livestock was one of the earliest forms of currency?[1] Cows, sheep, goats, chickens, and other animals were the money of the day. So, even before people used precious metals to buy things, they used chickens and goats.

			We see this as early as Genesis 13:2: “Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold.” Did you catch that? Abram’s wealth was first measured by his livestock, not his silver and gold.

			Knowing that gives clarity to verses that we thought were only for shepherds and farmers—verses like Proverbs 27:23: “Know well the condition of your flocks, and pay attention to your herds.”[2] This isn’t just sage advice for farmers. It’s instruction about handling money.

			If livestock was a form of currency and farmers were instructed to know what was going on with their flocks, then wouldn’t you think that would mean knowing how many goats, sheep, or cattle there were? It would mean knowing whether or not there was a wolf picking off a sheep each night, right?

			Yet when it comes to our money, so many of us are like a farmer who just looks out the window into the field and says, “It looks like there are still some sheep out there. Not sure how many or if they are healthy or if a wolf is eating them, but it looks like there are some out there.”

			In The Message version of verses 23–24, we get even more clarity: “Know your sheep by name; carefully attend to your flocks; (Don’t take them for granted; possessions don’t last forever, you know.)”

			Not only are we instructed to know what’s happening with our finances, but Proverbs also warns that we may not always have as much money as we do now. Just because you can pay all the bills and buy what you want doesn’t mean that you will always be able to do so.

			HERE IS A SEEDLING: YOU HAVE ONLY ONE JOB

			Imagine that I gave you a seedling and one simple job. Your only job is to keep the seedling alive. You and pretty much any five-year-old would understand that in order to succeed at this task, you basically need to do two things:

			
					not put it in a closet

					pay attention to know when it needs water

			

			As a backyard gardener, I have killed many plants in my day. And nearly every one of those casualties was a result of not paying attention to the plant. When I tell people that I like gardening, I often hear this response: “Oh, I just don’t have a green thumb; I kill everything I plant.” But if keeping a seedling alive is so simple, why do so many people have brown thumbs?

			Nine times out of 10, they weren’t paying attention to the plant and forgot to water it. And now they have developed a belief that they aren’t good with plants simply because they weren’t paying attention. The truth is, many people do exactly the same thing with money.

			They weren’t paying attention to their money, things didn’t go how they hoped, and then they began saying they aren’t good with money. However, they just need to attend to their flocks.

			Know anyone like this?

			This is such an underestimated key to financial success. Financial success, regardless of how you define it, requires that we pay attention and know what is going on. So, if you aren’t already, let’s start the habit today. The seedling starts small, but it will grow quickly.

			Your future self (who looks really good, by the way) will look at your finances and be floored at how much progress you made. You’ll break out of that paycheck-to-paycheck cycle, have more than enough, and be able to give way beyond your current level.

			
				
					WHEN STORMS COME

					In life, even if you do everything right with your seedling, storms still come. Jesus said this Himself.[3] So, how does a master gardener handle his plants when storms come?

					By giving them more attention, not less. He continues to water the plants, but he also might prune broken branches or give them support.

					When it comes to financial storms, the answer is not to ignore your finances but instead to focus more time and energy on them. When you lose your job or your transmission goes out, you don’t ignore your budget. You focus more on it until the threat is gone.

					LINDA: Raise your hand if you’re like me and just want to ignore your problems and pretend everything will work out; well, you’re not alone. But let’s make a pact to do the hard things so we can become who God created us to be and fulfill His call on our lives!

					A master gardener doesn’t abandon his trees when they are struggling. Instead, he gives them extra time and attention until they are healthy again. Mastering our money requires the same of us. When a financial storm comes, we don’t bury our heads in the sand but instead prayerfully do everything in our strength to weather it well.

				
			

			CAREFULLY ATTEND TO YOUR MONEY

			Karl Pearson, a 19th-century mathematician, has been credited with first articulating what is now known as Pearson’s Law: “When performance is measured, performance improves. When performance is measured and reported back, the rate of improvement accelerates.”[4]

			Let’s break down this law, starting with the first sentence: “When performance is measured, performance improves.”

			I’ve been driving a car nearly every day for more than 24 years. I can say with confidence that every time I’ve seen a cop on the side of the highway I’ve immediately slowed down. I might check my speed to determine how much I should slow down, but I always slow down. It doesn’t matter whether I know my speed or not. The fact that I know my performance is being measured by the police officer causes me to
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					financial stress increases

					marriages are struggling

					generosity suffers

					ability to follow God’s call is hindered

			

			
			
			
				
				
					
				

				
					
				

				
					
				

			

		

	
		
			THE FINAL STEP TO A RICH LIFE: THE 1% CHALLENGE

			The formula we’ve led you through in this book is to save, earn, and give all you can—while enjoying it all. That is the 40,000-foot view. Now I want to leave you with one simple, practical thing to do to make the most of the money God has entrusted to you. I call it the 1% challenge.

			INCREASE YOUR SAVINGS AND GIVING BY 1% EVERY YEAR

			One percent is so small you’d be surprised at the minimal impact it has on your budget. Yet each year your AUM and Net Given will grow, allowing you to manage God’s money well on earth and store up treasure in heaven.

			Most people find that they don’t even notice an increase of 1% or 2%, but even if you are convinced that you will, if you follow the four-part framework mentioned in chapter 13, you should be able to see your earnings increase by well over 2% each year.

			And if you want to or feel called to do more or to increase that percentage more frequently, by all means go for it. But strive to make a 1% annual increase the bare minimum.

			LET’S TAKE ACTION NOW

			○ Set an annual reminder to increase what you save and give by 1%.

			Do this step right now. Ask Siri, Alexa, Google, or any other robot of your choosing to remind you every year to do this. Or add it to your calendar—whether that be an e-calendar, your planner, or a puppies-and-kittens wall calendar. Use the tool that works best for you. But just do it.

			You can schedule it one year from today or on the first of the year. We increase our savings and giving on my birthday each year. It’s an opportunity to celebrate God’s faithfulness in providing for us well enough to be able to increase by another 1%.

			A SIMPLE START

			If you’re not sure what percentage to start with, then I would suggest starting with whatever you do right now. Do you already save 5% and give 5% a year? Bump that up to 6%. Maybe you give 10% and save 3%. Increase each number by 1%. If you’re new to percentage giving and saving, then start with just 1% this first year.

			LINDA: Or best of all, pray and see how the Lord directs you. His leading might very well be out of your comfort zone, which is a good thing. Always obey those promptings. That’s where the adventure lies! Good things are always on the other side of obedience.

			DO IT NOW

			Seriously, in case you ignored me before, grab your phone right now and add a yearly reminder to increase the amount you give and save by 1%.

			When that time comes, you can pull out this book, review your highlights if you need a refresher, then adjust each amount by 1%. If you have automated your savings and giving (see chapter 5), then increase those automatic withdrawals by 1% across the board, whether it’s to savings, to your 401(k), or to your giving recipients.

			This will probably take you 5 to 10 minutes. One time each year.

			Can you spare 5 to 10 minutes a year to improve your financial life now and increase your eternal impact?

			TRUST THE PROCESS

			I know this sounds too simple. The fact is that succeeding with money really is simple. It isn’t always easy, but if you consistently take the steps, you will succeed. It won’t happen overnight (though most people are surprised how fast things change). Trust the process and keep going.

			Let me be your friend and coach nudging you to do this. You won’t regret it. If you do nothing else but apply this one idea, I believe your mind will be blown (Ephesians 3:20 style)[*1] when you look back 10 or 20 years from now at what God has done in your financial life.

			ONE LAST THING

			Imagine being a few years down the road with no money worries but complete confidence in God as your provider. Free from the shackles of debt and, instead of paying interest, earning interest. Loving your work and thriving in your business or career. Having the opportunity to give from the overflow in your life and loving every minute of it.

			And then imagine taking your first steps in heaven and being absolutely floored by the incredible impact of some simple decisions you made with your money.

			You see, I believe money management is an act of worship.

			Every day, you and I make decisions about how to spend our money. We have the opportunity to use it for God’s glory, resulting in eternal impact. The Enemy knows this, and I believe that’s part of why so much of the church has been in financial bondage.

			He is actively working to destroy our financial lives. This may look like fear, guilt, and shame related to money, stirring up strife with our spouses, and keeping us broke so we can’t take care of our families and have nothing to give. It’s his goal to keep us on a hamster wheel—always running yet never making any progress. And if we’re all just struggling to keep our heads above water, how are we going to help those around us?

			It’s time we flip the script. It’s time for the church to rise up, quit following the world’s flawed approach to money, and show the world a better way.

			I believe we should be the ones with the resources to solve the world’s difficult problems.

			I believe we should be the ones that the world comes running to for financial advice.

			I believe God can and should be glorified by how we handle our money.

			Following the simple formula in this book has yielded an incredibly rich life for us. As you apply what you’ve read, I pray that it will for you as well.

			THANK YOU FOR READING!

			It has been an honor sharing our work with you. If this book has added value to your life, would you consider one of the following?

			
					Take a selfie with this book; post it, tag us (@seedtime), and hashtag the heck out of it. And while you’re at it share one thing you enjoyed about the book, and we might just share your brilliant insights with our community.

					Leave an honest review where you bought it. Reviews have a huge effect on a book’s reach. We will need all the help we can get if we want this message to rise above the noise of the world’s money books. Your honest review can make a huge impact.

					Share it with friends or pastors. Tell them about it, and let them borrow your copy, or if you think they won’t return it,[*2] you could just buy them a copy with the funds in your newly created Seed Account!

			

			DON’T BE A STRANGER!

			Linda and I always love connecting with like-minded people like you, so if you have any questions or just want to say hi, send us a DM @seedtime on Instagram.

			We look forward to hearing from you and exploring how we can continue to add as much value to your life as possible!

			In Him,

			Bob and Linda Lotich

			
				Skip Notes

				
					*1 “He will achieve infinitely more than your greatest request, your most unbelievable dream, and exceed your wildest imagination!” (TPT).

				

				
					*2 We all have friends like that, right?

				

			

		

	
		
			BONUS RESOURCES

			Throughout this book I’ve included links to a bunch of free tools and resources to help you win with money. You can find all of them (and more) listed on this page for your convenience.

			Oh, and just as an FYI, some of these are products that we sell, but as a thank-you for reading the book, you get them for free. If you want to get them for free, be sure to use the links listed below:

			
					AUM Worksheet: seedtime.com/aum

					Budgeting Template: seedtime.com/budgeting

					Credit Card Recommendations: seedtime.com/cc

					Debt Snowball Worksheet: seedtime.com/snowball

					Email Newsletter: seedtime.com/newsletter

					Fear-Setting Exercise Worksheet: seedtime.com/fearsetting

					Hello from Us: seedtime.com/hello

					Net Given Template: seedtime.com/ng

					“Remember Your Why” PDF: seedtime.com/why

					Roth IRA Tutorial: seedtime.com/roth

					Spending Tracker Recommendations: seedtime.com/cashflow

			

		

	
		
			WHAT SHOULD YOU READ NEXT?

			If you enjoyed the book, then you’ll probably enjoy our free email newsletter. It’s where we share our latest podcasts, articles, videos, money tips, encouragement, and tools and resources to help you win with money and use it to honor God.

			You can sign up at seedtime.com/newsletter.
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			Seriously, thanks again for picking up this book and reading. Linda and I are praying that as you apply what you’ve read and take the natural steps, God would unleash the supernatural so that you can walk in true financial freedom.

			
				Skip Notes
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