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Introduction

This book focuses on the daily media consumption of South Korean visa-status migrants living in Austin, Texas, as a case study and investigates the role of new media in their transnational everyday life in terms of senses of home, belonging, and identity. Korean temporary visa-status migrants are transient migrants who are granted temporary admission into the United States for various purposes such as academic study or temporary employment. While the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) officially uses “nonimmigration” or “temporary migration” for this visa-status migration, in this study, I follow the emerging term “transient migrants” (Gomes, 2017) in the academia to relate to and compare results with other transient migration in different national contexts. I define “transient migration” as more of a mundane and temporal/temporary version of contemporary global migration especially due to work, study, and lifestyle. In March 2017, a journal named Transitions: Journal of Transient Migration was initiated to provide a platform to map the experiences of the growing number of transient migrants as they engage and interact with communities that are linked both to their home and host nation. This choice of term also shows my intention to complicate the legal division between temporary sojourning and permanent settlement and to show how these legal categories and terms could be problematic in many ways.

This project began with self-reflections about my media practices in a diasporic context and their implication in relation to identity and belongingness. Moving to the United States to start my PhD program eight years ago, I was somewhat shocked by how much new media technology had changed and directly influenced the dynamics of migration since the 1990s when I had experiences of living as a migrant in England and Thailand. An instant click from my smart phone or computer enabled me to watch homeland TV, read homeland newspapers, and chat daily with friends and families back in my home country. Although my everyday life was going through an enormous transition, including culture shock and little and big mistakes, a certain part of my everyday life was uninterrupted. As time went by, I realized that many transient migrants (and even people who have permanent residency or citizenship regardless of the length of their stay in the United States) consumed homeland media dominantly and daily.

Just like Raymond Williams (1974) interrogating his television watching experience in a hotel room in the United States to come up with the key idea of flow, I started to question the role of homeland media and the new media technology which enables it in the transnational context focusing on the concepts of deterritorialization and reterritorialization (Appadurai, 1996). More specific questions revolved around media, migration, and identity. What remains fixed and what are more fluid and mobile in the migration process? What happens when new technology compresses time and space in certain areas of life and other areas remain the same? Does consuming homeland media influence migrants’ sense of home and belonging? Do various contents and media function differently or similarly? Do different sociocultural and legal positions of migrants affect their transnational everyday lives and media use?

The massive movement of people across national borders is a key feature of contemporary globalization, along with the compression of space and time wrought by technological development in communication media and transport (K. Thompson, 2002). Among the many global migrants today, an increasing proportion of migratory movement is temporary. According to the 2017 Yearbook of Immigration Statistics (Office of Immigration Statistics, 2019), during 2017, the U.S. DHS granted a total of more than 181 million1 nonimmigrant—for example, transient migrant—admissions to the United States. Nonimmigrants are foreign nationals granted temporary admission to the United States for various purposes such as visits for business or pleasure, academic or vocational study, or temporary employment and as a representative of a foreign government or international organization.

This study chose to investigate several important classes of nonimmigrant admission among the transient migrants: Temporary workers in specialty occupations (H1B), intracompany transferees (L1), academic students (F1), and their spouses (H4, L2, and F2). As you can see in Figure 0.1, among the whole nonimmigrant population (181 million), 78 million people were granted I-94 admissions2 and among 90 percent of the I-94 admissions were temporary visitors for pleasure (80%) and business (10%). Then, among the rest of the I-94 nonimmigrants, temporary workers (5.1%) and students (2.5%) account for 7.6 percent of the other 10 percent. While temporary visitors are also valuable to examine as an example of contemporary global circulation, the research interest of this study lies more on the blurring boundaries of temporary migration and permanent residency. Thus, I selected nonimmigrants who stay longer (visas that approve a longer stay in the United States) and who seem to have a trajectory path to permanent residency. For instance, many academic students (F1) obtain a job in the United States after graduation and receive a working visa (generally H1B) and then apply for the green card (permanent residency) eventually. Also, some of the intracompany transferees (L1) move to the United States, and after a while they apply for permanent residency through the company or by themselves. Moreover, due to increasing mobility and its unpredictable contingency nowadays, the line between temporary sojourning and permanent settlement is becoming blurred (Kim, 2011).3 Temporary sojourning could be an important conduit for labor and lifestyle migration or a potential springboard toward permanent legal immigration (Kell & Vogl, 2008). These life trajectories, the temporal and temporariness of their everyday lives, and how media use is intertwined within their lives are the core interest of this study.

[image: ]

Figure 0.1 Nonimmigrant I-94 Admissions by Class of Admission: Fiscal Years 2013 to 2017. Source: Table from Office of Immigration Statistics (2019), 2017 Yearbook of Immigration Statistics.

Since these temporary forms of spatial migration are not officially classified as state-to-state immigration, the potential status transformation of these individuals and the meanings of the borders between home and host countries are important to study. Moreover, although transnational dynamics do not matter to all immigrants all the time, an emerging consensus among scholars is that we can no longer study migration solely from a host-country
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