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DEDICATION

To every African and African American ancestor who was born free, lived with agency,

was kidnapped from that freedom, and was never — could never be — property.

To the descendants of the greatest engineers, scientists, mathematicians,

athletes, and architects this planet has ever known.

To every future generation that read these pages and know:

someone told the truth. Someone stood up. Someone refused.

Your legacy is not a footnote. It is the foundation.

A NOTE ON THE NAME

Throughout this book, the Creator is called Hashem — Hebrew for “The Name” — and the Higher Power. This is a matter of reverence, not of style. In the tradition from which the Abrahamic covenant descends, the Name revealed to Moses is too holy to pronounce, and so it is spoken as Hashem — The Name. This usage honors the Source that Jewish, Christian, and Muslim readers alike claim as their own, without binding it to any single language of empire. Where the words “God,” “Lord,” or similar terms appear, they are preserved because they occur within a direct quotation, or because a specific doctrine is under discussion and must be named accurately.

And above all — to Hashem, The Name, The Source, The Higher Power of All,

Father of Isaac. Father of Ishmael. Father of All Nations.

Father of the Messiah — Yeshua • Issa • Christ —

whose covenant was never European and whose love was always for all nations.
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FOREWORD

A Word from the Author — The Making of a Legal Scholar and Advocate

This book did not begin in a university. It did not begin in a law school or a think tank or a policy research institute. It began in Brooklyn, New York — in the ordinary life of a disabled African American veteran who looked around at the country he had served and the institutions that were supposed to represent him, and asked a question so simple that its simplicity was itself an indictment: Why are we still calling human beings by the names their enslavers gave them?

I am M. Alex Westbrooks. I am a Global Peace Ambassador, a Legal Scholar, a Civil Rights and Veteran Rights Advocate, a Lifetime Member of the National Urban League, a Republican patriot, and a constituent of the 10th Congressional District of Brooklyn, New York. I am a human being — Homo sapiens sapiens, Modern Man, of African descent, born free, and I refuse to be defined by the linguistic architecture of colonialism.

The documents that form the foundation of this book represent years of formal legal and civic advocacy. I have submitted petitions to the New York State Department of Education. I have filed formal legal notices with the Metropolitan Transportation Authority. I have written to the President of the United States, to the Chief of Staff of the White House, to the Speaker of the House, to the Senate Majority Leader, to the Congressional African American Caucus, to the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, to the National Urban League, to the NAACP, to the African Union Commission, to the Presidents of Kenya, South Africa, Nigeria, Ghana, Egypt, Rwanda, and Angola, to the United Nations Human Rights Council, to the International Criminal Court, and to every major news media organization in America.

I have said the same thing to all of them, with the same legal precision, the same historical grounding, the same scientific foundation, and the same moral clarity: the language we use to name our people is not neutral. It is policy. It is power. It is either liberation or the continuation of the most sophisticated system of psychological subjugation in human history.

This is the expanded and definitive Legacy Edition of this work — the edition that places the full breadth of my advocacy, my scholarship, my legal reasoning, and my vision for America and for Africa into a single document that stand as a permanent record of what one man, in one city, in one country, at one pivotal moment in human history, had the courage to demand.

I write as a patriot. The first Republican President, Abraham Lincoln, freed enslaved Africans in 1863. The Republican Party was founded as the party of free people. I believe in that founding promise. And I believe — with every fiber of my being, with every legal argument I have made, with every letter I have sent to every official in this country and around the world — that you cannot claim to believe in human freedom while you continue to call human beings by the names their captors invented for them.

I intend to disturb the comfortable. This book is my instrument. My legacy. My gift to every generation that follows.

M. Alex Westbrooks

Global Peace Ambassador · Legal Scholar · Civil Rights Advocate · Brooklyn, New York, 2025

INTRODUCTION

The Case for This Book — Why Now, Why This, Why Me

There is a word that this book does not use to describe the ancestors of African Americans. That word is ‘slave.’ It does not appear in these pages as a noun of identity, because it is not one. It is a weapon — etymologically derived from the word for Eastern Slavic people, historically deployed to reduce kidnapped, free-born African people to the status of objects, and legally operative in ways that the Federal Tort Claims Act and the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment now recognize as causing measurable psychological harm.

This book is about that weapon, and the system of weapons to which it belongs. It is about the language of objectification — the color-coded labels, the federal building names, the national holiday designations, the school curricula, the public monuments, the franchise films, the news coverage patterns, and the theological falsifications — through which a system of racial hierarchy has been maintained across four centuries, not by force alone, but by the slow, daily, cumulative work of making African people see themselves as something less than what they are.

The case for this book is simple: the system is still operating. The last ‘white only’ signs were taken down from the water fountains in the 1960s. The last explicitly segregationist laws were repealed. But the names remain. The monuments remain. The curricula remain. The franchise films remain. And above all, the language remains — in every federal document that says ‘African American’ where it should say ‘African American,’ in every news broadcast that describes a community by a color rather than a heritage, in every classroom that teaches the history of enslavement without teaching the history of the civilization that enslavement interrupted.

Why now? Because the generation that accepts this as normal is the generation that pass it to the next. Why this? Because the legal framework to end it has existed since 1964, and has never been fully applied. Why me? Because I have spent my life at this intersection, filing the petitions, submitting the legal notices, addressing the heads of state. Because I am a scholar, a veteran, an advocate, and a descendant of the people this system was designed to diminish. And because no one else has put all of this in one place, in one book, for the permanent record. The record is now made.

PART ONE

THE LANGUAGE OF OWNERSHIP

How words were weaponized to reduce human beings to property

“We make our ancestors ******‘******property******’****** by continuing or allowing the use and abuse of these terms. They were free from birth to death — kidnapped and could have left, killed, or did what was necessary to pursue happiness or avoid the fate imposed by the European Union and UK nations for Africans.”  — M. Alex Westbrooks

CHAPTER 1

“****Slave****”** vs. ****“****Enslaved Person****”**

Why the word we use determines whether we see a human being or a piece of property

There is one linguistic act that underlies everything else this book documents — one decision, made four centuries ago, that seeded every subsequent act of objectification: the decision to call a kidnapped, free-born African human being a ‘slave.’ Not a person in captivity. Not an enslaved person. A slave — a noun of identity, a designation that converted a condition into an essence, that transformed a brutal, temporary, contested, and ultimately failed system of forced labor into a statement about who its victims fundamentally were.

This book refuses that conversion. And in refusing it, this book stands on the same ground as the Association for the Study of African American
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