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For my dad, Russ Weaver.
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PREFACE

Like most ideas Mike shares with me, the thought for this book was born out of the faithfulness in Mike’s heart. Mike’s redeemed experience, which you’ll read about in the pages ahead, led to his writing the song “Redeemed.” Ever since “Redeemed” was released, stories have poured in from people who have had similar life-changing experiences.

Mike came to me saying that we should share in a book what happened to him and what we’ve learned through his experiences that could help others. At the same time, it was important to him that we be transparent about the struggles that still occur in his life and what he’s learning along the way.

We began writing this book together and at one point thought it was complete. Then, in 2017, things we never would have imagined began happening. The depth and weight of those events put the book on hold for well over a year while all of us grappled with the situations at hand. Later, when we began to put those events on paper, we realized how much more we had been shown that could help others.

That is how we came to the book you have today. Through it, Mike and I want you to know that you are not alone. The struggles you face are not yours to battle by yourself. Even more so, we want you to know there is life and life in abundance for you. Our deepest desire is that in reading these words, you will find, embrace, and live in the identity offered to you in the gift of grace.

—Jim Scherer







INTRODUCTION

For much of my life, my perception of myself was dogged by lies that worked their way into my heart. Those lies told me I was something to be hated. I loathed myself. One day God spoke into me with a revelation that changed everything. I shared that word through writing the song “Redeemed,” recorded by our group Big Daddy Weave. Thousands of people told us how this good news dramatically changed their lives. Many who had also dealt with the liar who tried to devour me were now seeing God’s redemption doing amazing things in their lives.

It would be great if that were the end of the story. In truth, since that day when I heard God tell me how much He loved me, I’ve been pulled many times into that old self that can’t see me the way God sees me. I’ve often struggled to live in the peace He purchased for me, even to the point of arguing with God that He must be wrong about me.

Thankfully, God continued teaching me and still is all the time. In this book I will share the revelations learned in my journey that have brought me closer to the life God intends for all of us. Through these words, Jim and I pray that God leads you to a deep, intimate understanding of His love for you, that He will reveal how precious you are to Him, that you will grow in the identity purchased for you, and that you will go forward in the peace of being redeemed.

—Mike Weaver
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THE GREAT LIAR

Storms had threatened all day, but beams of afternoon sun began to break through the clouds as our car pulled up on 5th Avenue in downtown Nashville, Tennessee. We stepped out of the car and onto a bright red carpet that stretched nearly a city block along the outside of the Ryman Auditorium to the historic music venue’s entrance. Hundreds of music fans cheered and waved while camera crews and press stopped us for interviews as we made our way into the first-ever K-LOVE Fan Awards.

As honored as the other guys in Big Daddy Weave and I were to be there, the red carpet was a source of anxiety for me from the moment I heard about it. I’ve always hated certain aspects of these kinds of events. Those negative feelings are primarily rooted in my own insecurities. The way I’ve seen myself and have perceived other people seeing me over the years was the beginning of the very song that brought us here.

I was blown away when I first heard we were even nominated for an award, let alone for Song of the Year. Making it even more meaningful was that the winners would be decided by radio listener votes. Most other awards are decided by committees or industry members. This was an event for the people. Every one of those votes represented a life that had been touched in some way by the message in the music.

In my mind we had no chance of winning. I wasn’t bothered by that because I’m such a big fan of everyone else who was nominated. There was no way an award was going to us instead of artists like Chris Tomlin or Matt Redman, people we respect and looked forward to being in the same room with that night.

I was so sure we wouldn’t win that I didn’t even have a speech prepared. My six-year-old son, Eli, said to me earlier that night, “Daddy, I’m nervous. What will happen if you don’t win?” I told him not to worry. We had already won knowing how God had used the song in so many people’s lives.

We made our way into the Ryman Auditorium and found the pews where we were to sit. The Ryman was originally built as a house of worship in the late 1800s. I felt more like I was in church than at an awards show, except that I was surrounded by my favorite Christian music artists. It was surreal. I loved being there with my wife, Kandice, and the other Big Daddy Weave guys and their wives. For as much time as the five of us in Big Daddy Weave had spent together, there had been only a few times when we and the very special women in our lives had been together.

When the time approached for us to perform our nominated song, we left our seats to walk backstage. On the way, we passed by Toby-Mac. As we did, I thought about how I’d listened to TobyMac and dc Talk since I was a teenager. I couldn’t believe we were here among all these people who have had such an impact on my life.

Standing side stage about to go on, I thought about the people who had stood on this very spot—Hank Williams, Elvis Presley, and so many others. In just a moment we were going to stand in that same place and sing of what Jesus had done in our lives.

The time came for us to play. I don’t consider us in the same league as the people I was seeing in the audience during our performance, like Mac Powell from Third Day and Bart Millard from MercyMe. It moved me to be singing a song in front of them that meant so much to my life. Seeing the looks on their faces, seeing that they were receiving what we were sharing, is a moment I’ll never forget.

Back in our seats, the time came for the announcement of the Song of the Year award. Suddenly my heart started beating faster. “Redeemed” being voted Song of the Year wasn’t something I’d even considered possible, but I could feel the anxiousness increasing in my mind and body. What if they did say our name? What would I say?

Then Mandisa read, “The Song of the Year is… ‘Redeemed’! Big Daddy Weave!” When I heard those words, my mind left me, and my body went into autopilot mode. Our friend Chris August was jumping up and down in front of us. I didn’t even remember that my wife was there. I just left the pew and thought, I need to get to that podium before anyone else so I can figure out what I can possibly say. Can we even respond to what is happening? How in the world am I going to process this? I could only think about Eli feeling nervous and the news I could tell him when we got home.

I didn’t know exactly what I was saying at the time. I only knew that I was speaking words of gratitude. I was so grateful for the opportunity to thank God in front of everybody. I had set myself up not to care about being nominated for an award, let alone actually receiving one. I really thought it didn’t affect me, but it was a wonderful feeling. It’s not like I thought we deserved it, but it was awesome that it happened.

This experience that all started with a song that came together in my bedroom turned even more surreal. We left the podium and entered the side stage area, where the first people to congratulate us were the show’s hosts—Phil, Miss Kay, and Jase Robertson from our favorite TV show, Duck Dynasty. They were giving us props and patting us on the back. I was sure I was about to wake up any second from some weird Duck Dynasty dream.

As sweet and special as all of that was, we still knew what we had won in the journey leading up to this point was the most important thing of all. The icing on the cake was being able to talk about what the Lord had done in my life and the lives of others.

When the Lord moves in your life in a real and personal way, no one can ever take it away from you. People can try, but there’s something ironclad about having an experience with the very real God. It’s like what the Lord said to the people of Israel, “My Presence will go with you” (Exodus 33:14). After that, a beautiful thing happens when you share your experience with others. They become hungry for their own personal encounter with Him.

A week after the awards show, still in the afterglow of all that happened, I played an event without the other Big Daddy Weave guys at a youth camp. My family was with me, and we were having a great time. Not long after we had been there, I began to wake up at night thinking how stupid I must have sounded giving the acceptance speech at the K-LOVE Fan Awards.

Part of celebrating the recognition of “Redeemed” was celebrating the victory in my life over self-hatred, not feeling good enough, and reliving things over and over in my mind that I was disappointed about in myself. Now all of that was happening again. It was the most disheartening feeling. To be back at square one just one week later was one of the most hopeless feelings in my life. I didn’t know how I could ever get up in front of anybody again.

I didn’t realize it then, but I was listening to the voice of the great liar. The enemy’s long-term, unchanging strategy is to tell us lie after lie about ourselves. The apostle John wrote, “When [Satan] lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). Sadly, we’re often all too eager to listen.

The enemy was speaking a small falsehood into my mind where he knew I was the weakest. I added all the other ingredients to make it grow into something overwhelming. I was angry, scared, and all the other things the enemy hoped I would be. Perhaps most ironic of all, I felt powerless.

Isn’t that exactly what you would expect the enemy of the Lord to want us to feel? Here I was, having experienced an encounter with the almighty Lord of the universe who clothes me in righteousness, turning my back to that truth to embrace hate for myself because I “might” have said something that sounded stupid. It sounds insane, but perhaps you’ve experienced these lies as well and know exactly what I’m talking about.

Thanks to those lies and me believing them, I hated myself for most of my life. My perception of myself was like someone whose house is filled with those fun house mirrors that distort what you look like. When I looked at myself, I hated the way I looked, hated what I said, hated what I did, and hated who I was. I did that because I was looking into a mirror created and held to my face by the deceiver. Then one day, thanks be to God, I saw myself in the mirror of grace. Even though I had known the Lord and had loved Him, I had never looked at myself the way He does—covered in His love, redeemed by His sacrifice.

God means for you and me to see ourselves in the mirror of His grace. Some get there right away while others battle trying to see it, as I did for many years, beginning when I was just a small boy.
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THE ROOTS OF IDENTITY

The roots of identity begin in our earliest days of childhood. My family moved to Gulf Breeze, Florida, from Michigan when I was four years old. We lived two blocks north of a body of water we can now see from my parents’ house called the Santa Rosa Sound. The Sound and a thin strip of land south of it were all that separated our house from the Gulf of Mexico.

My dad worked in civil service. He was able to apply for a transfer to Florida because of the level of his GS, or General Service, number. Even as a child, I was aware of that GS number. The higher the number, the better the work opportunities. Dad was offered a job at the Pensacola Naval Air Station working in computers back in the old mainframe days.

As a kid, I never exactly fit in. Not long after we moved to Gulf Breeze, I entered the first kindergarten class of the brand-new Oriole Beach Elementary School, not far from my house. My mom recalls a day when I came home and said I didn’t want to go to school anymore. She didn’t know what had happened, and whatever it was is blocked in my memory, but I never wanted to ride the school bus again. All I can remember are the unfriendly faces of older kids on the bus and the playground and being afraid.

Other events related to school also shaped how I felt about myself. One of those times was when my first-grade teacher told us that writing a lowercase letter e was kind of like drawing a Pac-Man. Pac-Man was an arcade game that was really big at that time. Sometime later, she asked if anyone could draw a Pac-Man. I went up to the board and wrote the letter e, because I was going to impress her that I remembered what she had said. Everybody laughed because, of course, that’s not what a Pac-Man really looks like. I felt so stupid, so let down. I wanted to leave. I never volunteered for anything again. It sounds like a stupid thing, but it affected me deeply and stayed with me even into my adult years.

There were some things I did love about school. I loved when the teacher would change the room to fit a different season. I enjoyed the stories teachers would read to us. Stories were always meaningful for me. We also had something similar to music appreciation that I loved where we got to play recorders and make music with drums and sticks. We eventually got to where we could perform the melody of “That’s What Friends Are For” on our recorders, which was a big deal for us fourth graders.

I wanted to love physical education. I thought some of the things they were doing were cool, but I always stunk at everything in PE. It was another one of those places where I never felt good

















Praise for

I AM REDEEMED

“Knowing Mike nearly from the time both of our groups started, I’ve only seen his heart for the Lord grow stronger. His transparency and depth speak with love. I encourage you to read what Mike has to share in I Am Redeemed.”

BART MILLARD | MercyMe

“Like Mike’s chart-topping proclamation in the song ‘Redeemed,’ his road-to-redemption story through great personal challenge is equally inspirational. The music of Big Daddy Weave continues to impact countless lives—and you’ll better understand why after you read Jim Scherer’s riveting account of Mike’s journey from self-loathing and questioning God to the liberating realization that we are all children of the King no matter what.”

MATT CROUCH | President and Chairman, Trinity Broadcasting Network

Mike has always welcomed me with the greatest warmth, kindness, and humor. This book does the same. It is life giving.

LUKE SMALLBONE | for KING & COUNTRY

“As with their music, the story that Mike Weaver shares in I Am Redeemed is one of grace, love, and redemption. As you read this book, I believe you will come away with a fresh and inspired view of how much the Father loves you and how His plans never fail. It’s an honor to know Mike and to have shared in some of the moments in the journey of Big Daddy Weave over the years. Their partnership with K-LOVE is a special one indeed, and for that we are fortunate and thankful.”

DAVID PIERCE | Chief of Ministry Partnerships, K-LOVE and Air1

“Betty and I love to hear Big Daddy Weave sing ‘Redeemed.’ It thrills the hearts of everyone, everywhere. Mike Weaver, the cowriter of that song, told me that when he was a boy, his dad was greatly impacted by my messages and our television broadcast. To God be the glory! Since then, God has used Mike’s testimony to inspire and encourage people around the world. I believe his journey, which Mike shares with vulnerability in these pages, will help readers find freedom from their past failures—and point them to our Great Redeemer.”

JAMES ROBISON | Founder and President, LIFE Outreach International, Fort Worth, Texas

“Since first touring with Mike sixteen years ago, I’ve been honored to see the way he loves everyone he comes in contact with. Through I Am Redeemed, he is able to share his story and the journey of the powerful song ‘Redeemed.’ And all the while he points to the grace and love of Jesus in a way that only Mike Weaver can. Way to go my friend!”

REBECCA ST. JAMES | GRAMMY® Award–Winning Singer/Songwriter

“I’ve always known Mike Weaver as a prolific singer. How refreshing to see that he is just as anointed as an author. I’m thankful for the way that he led me in worship through the pages of this book.”

DAVID NASSER | Senior VP of Spiritual Development, Liberty University

“This book is a faithful reminder that even in our darkest days, God is still with us, helping us with the struggles that we may not understand in the moment. If we trust in Him during these challenges, His plans are always better than ours.”

ZACH WILLIAMS | GRAMMY ® Award–Winning Singer/Songwriter

“To the military veterans that Operation Restored Warrior (ORW) has the honor to work with, I often say, ‘The glory of your life is in direct proportion to the assault set against it!’ That statement could not be truer for Mike and Jay Weaver. Through all that has been set against the Weaver brothers, the gift of their life-changing songs has been birthed. The world is a better place because of Big Daddy Weave and their music. If you read one book this year, make it I Am Redeemed. You will laugh and cry through it all, and you will be blessed and embraced by the loving grace of Jesus.”

PAUL LAVELLE | CMSgt, USAF, (Ret), MSC, and Founder of Operation Restored Warrior

“I Am Redeemed is Mike Weaver’s beautiful and moving testimony to his lifelong walk with Jesus. We at World Vision are grateful for the thousands of lives he and his Big Daddy Weave bandmates have touched, sparking transformation not just for the children who are sponsored but also for the concertgoers who hear about God’s love for the poor. Mike honestly shares the ups and downs in his life, pointing to Jesus, who is ever faithful and has redeemed us and made us a ‘new creation’ (2 Corinthians 5:17).”

EDGAR SANDOVAL SR. | President of World Vision U.S.

“In I Am Redeemed, we get a raw perspective from Mike Weaver, a man God uses to influence the world through his work with Big Daddy Weave. It is so refreshing to see his transparent, unfiltered journey of the internal struggles we all face and how God has redeemed them. It encourages me to know that if Mike came through those struggles praising God, so can I. This book will inspire you to press into the power and understanding of our precious Jesus.”

AUTUMN MILES | CEO Autumn Miles Ministries, Host Autumn Miles Show, Author of Appointed, I am Rahab, and Gangster Prayer
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