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We All Know How Important Health is to Your Pigeons, Whether You are a Racing Fancier or Fancy Pigeon Enthusiast Without Healthy Birds You Can Neither Win Races nor Shows.

Disclaimer

Before Continuing Please Understand that the Information in this Book Should not be Used in Replace of Professional Help. You Should Still Consult a Vet When Health Issues Arise in Your Loft and in Your Birds and it Should be Used for Educational Purposes Only. Also, please be Careful of Blind Medicating Which is When Fanciers Simply try Pumping their Birds Full of Medications Without Any Real Information or Direction on What their Birds may be Suffering from. This Can Destroy the Healthy Intestinal Good Gut Bacteria Increasing the Chance for Bad Germs to take hold.

And Always Remember to Keep a Clean, Dry and Un-Crowded Loft, have Your Pigeons on a Well-Balanced Nutritionally Focused Feeding Regimen as well as a Proper Training and Conditioning Schedule in the Case of Racing Fanciers. Give them Lots of Water and Always Isolate and uarantine new Birds and Late Arrivals before introducing them into the General Population of Your Loft. This will Greatly Reduce the Risk of Health Issues.
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Diseases 
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Aspergillosis 

Aspergillosis is a fungus disease of birds, animals and humans. It is usually characterized in the pigeon as a chronic infection of the lungs and air sacs. Another name for this disease is pneumomycosis. 

Pathogen/Cause: 

Aspergillus fungi. They grow as multicellular, fluffy mold colonies, free-living in the soil, on vegetation or parasitic living in or on birds, animals, and humans. 

Symptoms  

Respiratory form: difficulty in breathing; greenish deposits on tongue and palate. 

Skin form: skin scaling off with breaking of feathers. 

Recognition  

Cadaver examination: Fungal lawn in lungs. 

Microscopic examination of deposits and skin scrapings. 

Treatment 

Elimination of source of infection (e.g. mouldy feed), separation of affected birds. No treatment is recommended for Aspergillus respiratory infections in pigeons. 

Skin infections can be successfully treated e.g. with copper sulfate (1:2000 dilution) or a solution of mercuric chloride (1:500 dilution). 

Prevention: 

Dry, well ventilated loft, good quality feed, administration of vitamins. 

Bacterial Secondary Infections 

Pathogens/Cause: 

Bacteria, like streptococci (Streptococcus faecalis, Streptococcus gallinarum), staphylococci (Staphylococcus aureus). Streptococcosis is an uncommon acute or chronic bacterial disease that can occur in pigeons. Contaminated feed or water and infected birds transmit the streptococci. The bacteria enter through body openings and breaks in the skin. Generally, only a few birds in a flock become infected at any one time. 

Staphylococcus organisms occur worldwide. They commonly reside on the skin and mucous membranes without causing infection. The potential for bacterial infection largely resides in the degree of resistance that the host is capable of mobilizing. 

Symptoms  

Salmonellosis-like symptoms. Diarrhea, listlessness, paralysis, emaciation particularly in young pigeons. Abscess-like nodules in all organs, especially the intestine. 

Recognition  

Bacterial examination of droppings and tissue. 

Prevention: 

Hygienic loft conditions. Observe general rules of prevention (e.g. disinfection by using disinfectants). 

Candida Infection 

Thrush is a common acute or chronic fungus infection especially of the digestive tract. Other names for this disease are mycosis, soor, muguet, sour crop. 

Pathogen/Cause: 

Candida albicans, a yeast like organism. 

Symptoms  

Poor growth of young pigeons, accumulation in the crop; whitish fungal growths in the throat. 

Recognition  

Microscopic examination of the fungal growths in the throat. 

Treatment: 

Separation of affected birds. Administration of Nystatin (veterinary) and high levels of Vitamin A. 

Prevention: 

Improving the environment. 

Canker (Trichomonas Gallinae)  

Canker is a protozoan disease that is the greatest killer and crippler of the pigeon diseases. It is found in domestic and wild pigeons and doves.  

Cause  

It is spread by contacts between pigeons, such as billing, mating and feeding young. The organism will live for some time in water or in damp locations. 

Symptoms  

A swelling in throat and cheesy growth in the mouth are certain signs of canker. 

Cure  

All forms of canker can be treated if found early. Many different types of medicine are available for curing canker. Ridzol Soluble Powder For flock treatment, Ronidazole Tablets for individual treatment. 

Coccidiosis  

Coccidiosis, a protozoan disease, is an infection of the intestines. 

Cause  

Most prevalent under conditions of poor nutrition, poor sanitation, or after stresses. Can be spread by a pigeon eating droppings. make sure that feed is free from droppings.  

Symptoms,  

The principal cause of going light. In adult birds, an acute infection is shown clinically by a pale pallor of the inside of the mouth. The appetite diminishes slowly, while thirst increases. In early stages, the the droppings are loose and take on a greenish color.  

Cure 

Steps should be taken to see that all vessels containing food, grit, and water are kept thoroughly covered and their contents completely protected from droppings and contaminating feet. With the stopping of the further eating of the oocysts, the life cycle is broken, and new generations prevented. Nidrakok (Rohnfried) contains Amprolium suitable as drinking water treatment for the disease. 
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E. Coli (Collibacillosis)  

A gram-negative, rod shaped bacterium normally found in the intestines of poultry and most other animals.  

Cause  

Infection occurs when large numbers of E. Coli gain access to the bloodstream from respiratory tract or intestine. 

Symptoms  

Signs are nonspecific and vary with age. Chicks may die in the nest. Adult birds lose weight and their droppings become very loose slimy.  

Cure 

Keeping clean loft and rodent population under control. Treat with general Antibiotics such as Aureomycin. 

Gout 

Possible causes: 

Water shortage, kidney damage, nutritional deficiency 

Symptoms  

Nodular painful swelling of the joints. Liver and peritoneum, pericardium, air sacs appear as if dusted with lime (uric acid crystals). Kidneys swollen, interspersed with uric acid deposits. 

Recognition  

Microscopic examination of the deposits (crystals). 

Prevention: 

Ensure adequate vitamin intake and exercise. Feed birds as required by performance. 

Haemophilus Catarrh 

Pathogen/Cause: 

Haemophilus bacteria (p.e. Haemophilus gallinarum). 

Infected although apparently healthy poultry serve to spread the organism. Haemophilus is transmitted via the drinking water, which is contaminated with nasal discharge. 

Symptoms  

Severe bilateral conjunctivitis with mucopurulent discharge. Extreme swelling of the eyelids ("owls head"). Catarrh symptoms. 

Recognition  

Bacteriological examination of eye or nasal discharge. 

Prevention: 

Elimination of possible factors that reduce the bird's resistance to infection. Such factors may be: overcrowding in the loft, lack of cleanliness, latent infections (e.g. ectoparasites, worm infestations, coccidial infection), excessive stress in breeding, deficient feed, poor water supply, stress during the racing season. 

Hexamitiasis 

Hexamitiasis is an intestinal disease of pigeons that is associated with mucoaqueous, or even bloody, faeces.  

Pathogen/Cause 

The flagellate, Hexamita columbae occurs in pigeon flocks mainly in the summer and autumn months. It primarily colonises the rectum. Especially susceptible are newly weaned squabs, whose resistance is still low. Infected adult pigeons do not normally show visible signs of the disease but can excrete the pathogen in large quantities in their droppings (chronic carriers). The incubation period is 4-5 days.  

Symptoms  

Acute catarrhal (or even bloody) enteritis with liquid, rice water-like or mucoid, malodorous diarrhoea. 

Affected pigeons refuse feed and drink more water, resulting in emaciation and debility. Young birds in particular sometimes succumb so severely that the entire intestinal tract is involved and the soft or aqueous faeces is mixed with blood.  

Recognition  

Hexamitae are demonstrated via microscopic examination in body temperature smears from the intestinal mucosa of a recently killed, acutely affected pigeon. With extremely severe infestation, it is also possible to demonstrate the parasites in a cloacal swab from a live bird. They can be recognized from their characteristically rapid movements in a straight line - in contrast to trichomonads, which exhibit slow, circular movements around their own axis.  

Infectious Catarrh 

Diseases of the respiratory tract are very often mixed infections. Outbreaks of the disease result from the combined effects of pathogens and factors within the loft environment that reduce the birds' resistance to infection.  

Pathogens 

The door to infection is opened by mycoplasma and viruses, in addition to fungi und trichomonads. These lower the pigeons’ resistances and allow pathogenic bacteria - pasteurella, cocci und coli bacteria - to colonise and multiply. It is these secondary pathogens that engender the actual clinical picture of visible and audible catarrh (wheezing). 

Catarrh is not always caused by pathogens. Very often, inadequate ventilation and waste-air extraction, drafts, a deficient supply of oxygen and high concentrations of noxious gases and dust in the loft reduce the pigeons' resistance, making them extremely susceptible to infection.  

Symptoms  

Initially the pigeon fancier notices sneezing and an aqueous nasal discharge, which in the acute form of the disease becomes mucopurulent and yellowish brown in color. This is accompanied by the first signs that the birds' general condition is impaired, namely reduced feed and water intake, cessation of down moulting and a reluctance to fly. The wattle and bridge of the nose turn grey and there is scratching of the head and nose. When the beak is opened, stringy mucus can be seen stretching from the retro lingual region to the palate. Additional clinical signs are a reddening and swelling of the pharyngeal mucosa. 

In the advanced stage of the disease, whitish-yellow deposits are formed in the laryngeal region. The inflammatory processes extend to the windpipe and the lower respiratory tract (air sacs).  

Recognition 

The diagnosis "infectious catarrh" can usually be established simply from the behavior of affected pigeons, the inflammatory changes in the head region and respiratory tract and the characteristic sounds of respiration (wheezing). Veterinary examination and bacteriological demonstration of the pathogen are recommended on first suspicion of disease.  

Mycoplasmosis Catarrh 

The chronical form of catarrh in pigeons often is called "Mycoplasmosis". It is caused by a multiple infection with pathogens: bacteria (e.g. Cocci), viruses (e.g. Herpes) and pathogens which belong to the group of mycoplasma organisms. It is assumed that mycoplasma causes severe conditions only in the presence of other infections. 

Pathogen/Cause 

Outside the animal body, mycoplasma organisms are viable only for a short period (approx. 17 days at 20°C, but only 20 minutes at 50°C). Low temperatures favour their survival. Mycoplasma organisms are killed by almost all commonly used disinfectans, e.g. desinfectans. Transmission takes place through the faeces, the drinking-water, feed, equipment and by droplet infection from pigeon to pigeon. 

Symptoms  

Mucopurolent discharge from the nose, reduced flying performance, unwillingness to fly, flying awkwardly, throat inflammation, rattling and wheezing sound of respiration particularly noticeable by night. Air sac inflammation. 

Recognition  

Cadaver examination: air sac inflammation 

Serological blood test 

Prevention: 

Elimination of possible factors that reduce the bird's resistance to infection. Such factors may be: overcrowding in the loft, lack of cleanliness, latent infections (e.g. ectoparasites, worm infestations, coccidial infection), excessive stress in breeding, deficient feed, poor water supply, stress during the racing season. 

One Eye Colds  

This not a true cold it should be classed as an eye infection.  

Cause infection of the eye caused by injury, or foreran matter in the eye causing infection of the eye. 

Symptoms 

First symptom is watery eye. This discharge later thickens, the feathers around the eye may become matted together with a yellow fluid.  

Cure  

Terramycin Opthalmic Ointment applied daily to the eye will usually clear up the infection with a few days. 

Ornithosis 

Ornithosis is an infectious disease that affects many bird species worldwide. It can also be transmitted to humans and other mammals. In Germany, ornithosis is a notifiable disease in pigeons.  

Pathogen 

Chlamydia psittaci. Chlamydia are small, non-motile micro-organisms that invade cells parasitically. Infection occurs via inhalation of stirred-up dust containing the pathogen, uptake of faecally contaminated feed or water, or else billing or feeding of squabs.  

Symptoms  

Ornithosis occurs in 2 forms:  

The acute form can be recognized in young pigeons from: wheezing noises, uni- or bilateral conjunctivitis and muco-aqueous enteritis with diarrhoea .  The chronic form is more often found in adult birds, which, however, show few or no signs of the disease. Pigeons that have recovered are a dangerous source of infection for young pigeons and for humans due to their latent shedding of the pathogen.  

Recognition 

The disease can be demonstrated in dead pigeons by microscopic examination of a smear or impression ("klatsch") preparation of spleen, liver, conjunctiva or air sac that has first been stained using the method according to Stamp. In live birds, the pathogen is demonstrated in faeces, via a sink dab from the cloaca, or alternatively by serological identification of specific antibodies.  

Treatment 

Flocks are treated with chlortetracyclin+, which has been successfully used for many years to control ornithosis. In order to maintain effective blood levels, administration of chlortetracyclin+ must not be interrupted during the 30-day treatment period. 

Paratyphoid (Salmonellosis)  

A deadly killer of pigeons is also one of the most difficult diseases to recognize when present in the flock.  

Cause  

The disease can be spread by a number of different means, but the highest form of contamination is water and droppings. Wild birds, and rodents are all carriers of Paratyphoid. 

Symptoms  

Symptoms in adult pigeons may vary. Swollen joints, fluid filled lumps, swelling in the legs and limping are all signs of the disease. 

Cure  

Once you are sure that a bird has contracted Paratyphoid, kill or isolate it. 

Then treat your entire flock with any of the following medications: Enroflaxyn Tablets, Tetracycline Amoxycillinum Tablets. Use of salmonella vaccine proven to be effective prevention. 

Pigeon Pox  

Pigeon pox is caused by a virus. found in all parts of the United States.  

Cause  

Most common source of infection
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Staphylococcus Infection 


Streptococcus Infection 


Trichomoniasis 
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