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Preface

[image: ]


The first edition of this book was written and published in 2012. It was my first book and it was based on a series of conversations I had with the young people I was leading at the time. I was a young man myself, and I knew very well the struggles of young people. We struggled then, and I must say that the struggles have increased exponentially over the last decade.

I am not so young anymore, but I am called to speak or write to the younger generation, particularly those who think their life has no significance or purpose. Young people think the goal of life is to make money and pass through as many concubines as King Solomon did, but the purpose of your life is greater than that. The challenge is, we must overcome ourselves, our demons, our weaknesses, and struggles to come into the reality of our own embedded greatness. I had to walk through that process, and now I dedicate these pages, and the small gift of writing that I have, to help others navigate their own internal journey to prominence; prominence not in the eyes of men but in the eyes of God.

I had unpublished this book, but the voice of God kept it at the front of my mind to revisit it. A whole lot can change in ten years. My doctrine has changed dramatically, yet I choose to leave some things in tact as I revised this manuscript that were relevant then, but not so much now. 

1 Timothy 4:12

Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.
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This book is not for the faint of heart or those elders among us who want to continue thinking we are all like them when they were young...innocent and unexposed. Due to the graphical content of this book, it’s not for those who still believe that the nature of young Christians is by default towards holiness, righteousness, and purity. The approach that should be taken to reading this text is one of full acknowledgment that Christians are still sinners and only the Grace of God, through Jesus Christ His Son, will and can save us.

This book is for young people and the focus is on some of the issues directly affecting us. It hints at our frailty and weaknesses but also the possibility of freedom in Christ. It will challenge you to live a life of purity through a daily conscious decision and a radical approach. Salvation is free, but maintenance will cost you your life. Paul says it best, “I die daily.” (see 1 Corinthians 15:31).

Young people are more exposed now than twenty years ago. We live in a generation where children are having children; Young adults are becoming grandmothers; and fathers are delinquents. Everything’s changed, and I believe I have an obligation to speak to this generation of young people. I have a word for the youth...so to speak.

I have had the privileged of seeing three different generations of young people. In the 90’s, Youth were consistent participants in Church. Youth Services were overcrowded. We had musicians, worship leaders, future pastors, willing workers, and ministers. It was great.

Then came the millennium and things began to change. There was an increase in Social Media, Television programs, and great leaps in technology. Newer more advanced cell phones with numerous features came to the fore. Church was not adapting fast enough to the growing technology to remain interesting. So a majority of young people just...lost interest. Those who keep coming may not admit it but find other activities outside of church more fulfilling, fun, appealing, and exciting. Can we blame them?

Twenty years ago young people were told to read their Bibles and pray every day, and there was nothing more satisfying than that. Now they want so much more, and the Church is stuck in the 19th Century. I want to use this medium to speak to young people. Even though the tide has shifted, nothing is more important than our relationship with God. To some extent, as adults, we have a responsibility to convince this generation of young people of that fact.

Solomon says it best. He was the wisest man that ever lived and boasted of his lifestyle. He denied himself no pleasure. All that the world had to offer, he took advantage of. He had 300 wives and 700 women he was yet to touch. He had the wealth, the health, and the fame. Yet, at the end of the day, his final words were ““Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher; “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all.” (Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12:13).

Within the pages of this little book, we will examine some of the major issues affecting our youth today. Let us see for ourselves if there is any truth in the words of King Solomon. 

The arguments presented here are based on years of observation, research, and just being really inquisitive.

Take this journey with me.

Setting the Foundation

WHAT BETTER FOUNDATION to build on other than that little four letter word we sometimes love to hate....LOVE.

What is Love?

I HAVE ASKED THIS QUESTION countless times and the best answer I can get is that it’s a “feeling that we feel when we feel a feeling.” That’s not much of a definition, is it? Love is hard to define. We feel it, but we can’t define it. Sometimes we find it hard to express it in words.

Young people love this word, even though they have no idea what it is. Sometimes they create their own definitions. There is a truth behind love that we don’t like to talk about or think about. Because of sin, there is a separation from God. Being separated from God also meant being separated from other things as well.

1 John 4:7-8 - Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

God is Love

WE LIVE IN A WORLD that has been separated from God, and to some extent, is not very interested in being reconciled to Him. Yet we try to separate Him from who is He is and attempt to redefine it. It’s difficult. Truth is, we are not supposed to separate love from God. Without God, it is NOT LOVE. God is the source of true love.

Our understanding of love then is the foundation of every issue we face in this life. Love can change us or it can destroy us. 

The two greatest commandments given to us by Jesus Christ are to:


•  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind.



•  Love your neighbor as yourself. (see Matthew 22:37-40)



If every single human being on earth lived these two commandments, there would be no crime, violence, hatred, covetousness, jealousy, greed, famine, poverty or sexual perversion. The reality is, these exist because love is lacking.

I know we don’t want to believe this, but it’s the truth. Just think about it. If all our motivations are based on those two commandments, the world would be a better place. So, if we are going to change the world, then we must become love.
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ISSUE # 1

Relationships/Dating/Courtship
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The most obvious question is, are they different or the same? I want to examine this in a Christian context as I am assuming I will most likely be speaking to a majority of young Christians who really desire to walk the walk.

Relationship Defined

MAN WAS NOT CREATED to live in isolation. This fact has been demonstrated from the very beginning, “It is not good for man to be alone.” We are relational beings. We want to feel like we belong. We form friendships, clubs, cliques, and gangs in our attempt to appease our desire to belong.

Ever notice the difference between someone who is around friends as opposed to when they are isolated? That’s what community does. It engages us on another level. It is not so much that we become a different person in our different groups, but these kinds of settings bring out what solitude or isolation can’t. People who run the prisons know that the worst punishment that you could inflict on an inmate is isolation. They take them and lock them away in solitude confinement. This will drive a human to madness.

We need relationships, but there are different types:


•  A state of being connected or related

•  Association by blood or marriage; kinship

•  The mutual dealings, connections, or feelings that exist between two parties, countries, people, etc...or a business relationship.

•  A romantic or sexual involvement.



What we find common among our young people is the romantic or sexual involvement. Let us not bury our heads in the sand. Almost a decade ago, statistics was released that 80% of our young people are engaged in sex. I can’t imagine where that figure now stands. Even as you read this, I am sure you know what I am talking about. You are either among the 80% involved in it or the 20% not involved. Yet, many of our teens are in serious relationships.

I heard a married teacher say once that his students are having more sex than him. It’s a reality we can no longer overlook. Further on in this book, we will begin to see why so many are falling prey to fornication, and yes...it is still a sin; still the only sin done against the body; still affects our relationship with our heavenly Father.

Naturally, we need to learn to relate to each other. It is a fun journey to relate or learn from each other and from everything around us. It is a joy to take life’s journey together, creating magic moments and working through the hard and tough times. Being there for each other and, most importantly, growing stronger together. This is the definition of friendship. God designed it and approved it. We are privileged to it. It is like our consciousnesses merging to become one. It’s not just about getting along.

Relationships are important. We strive and survive through our relationships. I am not speaking about intimate involvement, but that unique and special institution we love to call “Friendship.”

Dating Defined

IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO just seek after a definition to ‘dating.’ What you will find may just surprise you. Dating, according to society, is not what Christians tend to think it is. Dating, according to society, is where intimacy is practiced before commitment. It often involves romantic talk, holding hands, kissing, making out, and oftentimes sex. Commitment NEVER precedes intimacy.

The word ‘date’ comes from the word ‘mate.’ It doesn’t sound good to tell someone you are mating. You prefer to use the word dating. It sounds better doesn’t it? In reality, dating and mating are sometimes the same. As a matter of fact, if you look up the word ‘date’ in an encyclopedia, it will say: “See Sex & Teenage.”

Sad to say, this is the level of dating which our young people are now engaging in. Young men are saying they don’t want no “Puss in Bag.” Young women are saying they need to be confident the man will perform. Yet, most of these young people are not even close to being ready for marriage. They just want to have a good time and just like everybody else, they must have an intimate companion.

It is evident that we cannot stop our young people from seeing someone, so we now have a new concept called “Christian Dating.” But is there really such a thing as Christian dating, if what is defined above is what is being practiced?

Christian Dating

THIS IS A TERM NEWLY created
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