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			INTRODUCTION

			It was January 17, 2020 when the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office received a report that a woman had been struck by a car and the car left the scene. When sheriff’s deputies arrived, they discovered an elderly woman. Dead.

			A witness to the accident provided deputies with a description of the vehicle and a license plate number. Within hours, Marlon Alexander Zavala-Alcantara, a forty-year-old illegal from Honduras, was taken into custody and identified as the person who struck and killed eighty-one-year-old Laquetta Joyce Booe. Witnesses reported that Zavala-Alcantara initially stopped his vehicle when he hit Booe, but then drove away, leaving her to die as a result of her injuries.

			Deputies apprehended Zavala-Alcantara at his home a few miles from the scene, drunk and sleeping in his bed. He couldn’t be charged with intoxicated manslaughter because the deputies couldn’t prove he’d been drunk when he hit Booe.

			When he was booked into the Fort Bend County Jail, deputies discovered that he’d previously been deported six times. Zavala-Alcantara was a criminal alien, illegally present in the United States.

			I was outraged. I asked myself, Why is it that a deported illegal alien can reenter our country without detection and without any consequences? Not just once, but six times? What’s wrong with our system?

			Zavala-Alcantara was first deported on December 14, 2001 for drunk driving in Brazos County, Texas. He returned, only to be deported a second time on July 9, 2012, again for drunk driving—this time in Harris County, Texas. His third deportation was on October 5, 2012, just after illegally crossing the border yet another time. His fourth deportation was on June 21, 2013; and when he got in again, was taken into custody and deported a fifth time on March 7, 2014. He was sent back over the border a sixth time on August 4, 2014. Who knows when he illegally crossed over into the US after his sixth deportation, but finally, on August 4, 2021, Zavala-Alcantara was sentenced to fourteen years in prison for the hit-and-run that killed Laquetta Booe.

			Her obituary describes her as “a loving mother and grandmother, who never met a stranger. She was the type of person who would welcome people into her life with open arms, and treat them like family. She was a giving person who would take time to help and provide for others without question, hesitation, or expectation.”

			Within days of Booe’s tragic death, I held a meeting with her son. My conversation with him wasn’t easy. I explained the circumstances surrounding the death of his mother, and also informed him of the sad and frustrating fact that Zavala-Alcantara had been deported six times. We both knew he shouldn’t have been here in the United States. We discussed the responsibility of our government, specifically Congress, to secure our borders. If Congress had done its job to secure our southern border, Laquetta Joyce Booe would still have been alive.

			These are the experiences that keep a sheriff up at night. It wasn’t just crimes like the killing of Booe. Illegals also wreaked havoc by committing felony burglaries in Fort Bend County—more crime that could have been prevented, more innocent people harmed.

			On January 26, 2017, our agency arrested seventeen Colombians, charging them with committing forty-nine residential burglaries in Fort Bend County, and over 120 in the Houston area. These criminal illegals targeted individuals and families from the South Asian community, legal immigrants—specifically Indian and Pakistani families—stealing their jewelry and money.

			[image: ]

			During a House Judiciary Committee hearing, I was able to discuss an illegal alien who was deported six previous times before killing one of my constituents during my time as the sheriff of Fort Bend County, Texas.

			Once we had the criminal aliens in custody, I held a press conference with local media and invited several victims to share how devastating it was to have family heirlooms stolen from them, and also, in some cases, their life savings. I also informed the media that several of the criminal illegals had been previously deported, some more than once, and that they’d found their way all too easily back across the border and into the United States.

			I’ll never forget the look on the faces of these legal immigrants, the good folks from India and Pakistan, who’d followed the rules and entered the US according to our laws only to become victims of illegal immigrants. Legal immigrants do not want open borders.

			On July 8, 2019, our agency arrested six other Colombians for committing over one hundred residential burglaries in the Houston area. More illegals, more crime that didn’t have to happen. We notified Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials, and all six had ICE detainers placed on them so they could ultimately be identified and removed as criminal aliens. As with the previous batch of seventeen, many had been previously deported and found their way back across the border into the US.

			While serving as Sheriff of Fort Bend County from 2012–2020, I made certain my agency had a strong working relationship with ICE, the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency. We complied with ICE policy and would therefore immediately notify ICE officials whenever we booked illegal aliens into the county jail. Within hours, ICE would inform us if they wanted to place a detainer on them, making them subject to being handed over for possible deportation. The stated mission of ICE is “securing our nation’s borders and safeguarding the integrity of our immigration system,”1 a mission I fully supported and still do. But something was deeply wrong with our borders and the integrity of our immigration system.

			I’m not the Sheriff of Fort Bend County, Texas any longer, but proudly serve in the US House of Representatives. Many have asked me why I ran for Congress. I immediately reply, “Our southern border.” I share with them what I’ve just shared with you—and more stories besides—about illegals victimizing American citizens.

			Our Constitution gives Congress the authority to secure our borders. They have failed to do so. As a candidate for Congress, I campaigned on making the security on our border stronger and keeping Americans safer, just like Donald Trump did in his 2016 and 2020 presidential campaigns. I supported Trump’s border policies, including building a border wall. I believe he made significant headway during his presidency and would have made far more if he’d not been sidelined in the fraudulent election of Joe Biden in 2020.

			From Biden’s very first day, it was shockingly clear that his administration was purposely bent on reversing every one of Donald Trump’s policies. The Democrats took an immigration system Trump was trying to repair, and have broken it almost beyond repair. Instead of defending our border, they’ve tried to make us borderless. This wasn’t an accident, or merely the result of knee-jerk hatred for Trump: it was by done by design.

			The Democrats aren’t failing to enforce our immigration laws and protect our border. They are systematically overturning our immigration laws and destroying our border. Why? To bring in a flood of illegal immigrants who can be turned into loyal Democrat voters so the Democrats can establish one-party rule in America. The Democrats want permanent political control, and—as they proved in the stolen 2020 election—they’ll do anything to get it.

			You might think I’m just blowing hot political air, making outrageous claims about Democrat voter fraud and border-breaking just to score political points. I’m not out to score political points. I want to get to the truth. As anyone in law enforcement knows, you build a case not just on the evidence at the crime scene, but also through the history of anyone charged with a crime. Does the crime fit a pattern of action by the suspect?

			That’s why in The Big Fraud, I didn’t just concentrate on the instances of Democrat fraud in the 2020 election. I carefully traced the history of Democrat voter fraud from the illicit presidential election of Democrat Andrew Jackson in 1828, through the Democrat city-machine “naturalization mills” in the 1800s that ushered immigrants right off the ships into voting booths. After that, I examined the manipulation of elections in the Democrat-controlled Jim Crow south from the 1870s on that were undertaken to cancel out the votes of Black Americans freed from slavery. Finally, I covered the Daley-machine stolen election of John F. Kennedy and the fraud-infested rise of Lyndon Johnson. This long history of voter fraud clearly showed how the 2020 election fit into a long history of Democrat manipulation of voting to gain political power.

			In the present book, I take the same approach, showing how the Democrat city-machine use of “naturalization mills” in the 1800s became the prototype strategy for the purposeful wrecking of our southern border by the Biden administration. The open border is the newest version of the “naturalization mill,” designed to allow a flood of illegals over the border who can then be quickly turned into loyal voters for the party that opened the floodgates. The strategic goal in both cases was and is to ensure one-party rule, back then in the cities, now in the country. One-party rule will allow the Democrats to push through their radical agenda without political opposition.

			Some might reject my assessment, claiming that Democrats are opening our borders because we’re a nation of immigrants, and they’re just compassionately welcoming the tired and poor of the world, the “huddled masses yearning to breathe free.” Compassion does play a part, I agree, especially for a lot of Democrat voters. But these voters can’t be fully aware of the harm to American citizens by illegal criminals because they haven’t been the victims like Laquetta Booe and her family. Even more, they aren’t aware of the harm done to illegals themselves who are regularly trafficked, raped, kidnapped, murdered, or left to die in the desert by drug cartel coyotes. I document all of this harm and more in the pages of this book.

			The real rulers of the Democrat Party aren’t acting out of compassion but out of desperation. They’re desperate to get and maintain power because they’re quickly losing their traditional political base, the middle-class blue-collar workers whose jobs have been sent overseas or down to Mexico—the very people whom the Democrat elite refer to as “deplorables.” This voter base is further alienated by the Democrat elites’ embrace of an increasingly radical woke agenda. Trump came to the rescue of these forgotten men and women in 2016 and beat Hillary Clinton. The Democrats realized they’ve got to replace that lost voter base or they’ll become politically powerless.

			A second reason that Democrats need a great flood of new, loyal voters is that the Democrat Progressive agenda has never been popular in America. From abortion and homosexual marriage to critical race theory and transgenderism, every aspect of the radical agenda of the Democrats had to be imposed on Americans by undemocratic means—not by votes of the people, not through laws passed by our duly-elected Congress, not through constitutional means, but by judicial, executive, or bureaucratic fiat. That’s an additional reason why they want one-party rule. It would allow them to impose every aspect of their agenda on unwilling Americans without any political push-back. Once in power, they’ll remove all the obstacles in our laws and override the limits embedded in our Constitution and use the police powers of the national government to ensure obedience.

			We know that’s what they will do because that’s what the Biden and his administration did do in regard to the border when they got in power in 2021: they removed all the obstacles in our immigration laws and ran roughshod over the limits embedded in our Constitution, opened our southern border wide, and then did everything they could to draw as many illegals as possible over it. Finally, they used the police powers of the state to enforce their policies, and silence and lock up dissenters.

			That’s why they’ve been going after Trump non-stop from 2016 onward, doing everything they can to silence him and lock him up. He represents what’s been called the populist revolution, the revolt against the Progressive elites by the people. The Biden administration’s ushering wave after record wave of illegals over our border since 2020 is part of their strategic plan to ensure that Trump won’t lead this revolt against the swamp in 2024, and that no Republican will ever gain the presidency again (with the exception of a token RINO).

			Make no mistake: the Democrats will destroy our border if it’ll allow them to achieve one-party rule. That’s bad enough, but things are even worse. The Democrats are quite willing to cause all kinds of collateral damage to gain political control. That damage fits in all too well with the designs of America’s enemies who want to use the Democrats as instruments to cause America as much damage as possible—enemies such as George Soros, the global oligarchs who want to rule the world from Davos, China, and the Mexican drug cartels. Whether they intend it or not, the Democrats are aiding and abetting our enemies in their various attempts to vanquish America.

			That’s a serious charge, I know, and that’s why I’m very careful in setting out my arguments and the evidence. My goal is to help people really understand what immigration is and what’s truly at stake with illegal immigration. And that means we need to cover a lot of important areas, from the history of immigration on our southern border, how illegal immigration harms both Americans and immigrants themselves, and how the Democrats have used immigration in the past to gain political power, to how all that fits into what they’re doing to destroy our borders today, as well as how our enemies happily benefit from our being made borderless.

			In the final chapter, I’ll include a detailed account of the policies of Donald Trump that proved to be so successful that Democrats realized the way of making us borderless was simply to do the opposite of what the Trump administration had done. They still provide the best guidelines for what we need to do, and we can indeed reverse the damage if Donald Trump is reelected in 2024.

			But before we get to what we should do about immigration, we really need to spend the time to understand what immigration really is, why it happens, and what its economic effects are—and that’s going to involve an interesting imaginative exercise.

			

			
				
					1	“Mission,” US Immigration and Customs Enforcement, https://www.ice.gov/mission.

				

			

		

	
		
			CHAPTER ONE

			A PRIMER ON THE ECONOMICS OF IMMIGRATION

			The debates about immigration—although they take up a lot of space and time in our public square—provide a lot more heat than light. People have much to say on both sides, but while there’s no lack of quantity, the quality could definitely be improved.

			We can do that by stepping back from the overheated debates about our southern border and trying to enlighten ourselves about the bigger picture of what immigration is, why it happens, and what are the effects. We need much clearer heads on both sides of the political aisle.

			We all know the basics. Immigration is a kind of migration, a moving from one place to another. Immigration looks at migration from the perspective of people coming into a place, and emigration from the perspective of them going out. People have been migrating for just about as long as there have been people, and that’s given scholars of migration a wealth of information about why they do it, what the typical patterns are, and what are the usual results. When we understand these things and look at our own situation on the southern border, we’ll be able to see things much more clearly.

			Scholars call what causes people to move the push and the pull. People emigrate from a place because of negatives—the pushes—such as war, crime, political corruption or oppression, poverty or lack of economic opportunity, religious persecution, drought, and so on. They are drawn, as immigrants, to somewhere that’s better than their place of origin, usually significantly better or they wouldn’t go to all the trouble of uprooting themselves. The pulls are “those attractive forces emanating from the migrants’ goal that draw migrants,” and as migration scholar Roger Daniels notes, “most pull forces are, in the final analysis, economic.”2

			In the next chapter, we will look at the negative reasons—the pushes—that cause people to immigrate to the United States, or migrate within it, and that will prove quite illuminating. But in this chapter, we’re going to look at the economic pull, and do so in a way that (I hope) allows us to disentangle ourselves from our usual debates and see things more clearly. So, bear with me while we do a kind of time-travel thought experiment.

			Migrating through a Time Machine

			Imagine that you’re a bricklayer in New York City living in the year 1890 but you happen to have a handy time machine that lets you travel 134 years into the future and back again whenever you want. Your daily wage in 1890 is $4.3 You can buy a loaf of bread for a nickel,4 a dozen eggs for 18 cents,5 and a pound of coffee for about 30 cents.6 You can rent a decent apartment for you and your family for about $50 a month, and buy a decent existing house for around $1500.7 If you really feel upwardly mobile, you can even build an entire, fairly luxurious four-bedroom house for about $2800.8 If you wanted to move out to more rural areas in New York State, you could pick up a nice farm for yourself for $30–$50 per acre.9

			One day, you get up the courage to enter your time machine and set the dials so the machine takes you to the year 2024 in New York City. When you arrive, and do a bit of exploring, you find out that the average hourly wage for bricklayers is $33, over eight times what you make in a whole day back in 1890! It would raise your daily, eight-hour wage to $264.10

			Now, if you could use your time machine as much as you’d like, beaming back and forth, what would you do? The simple economic answer is that you would travel into the future to work as a bricklayer because you can earn $264 per day, rather than only $4. That’s a 6500 percent increase in your daily wage!

			But you wouldn’t stay in 2024 to spend your money. Since you’re smart, you’d travel home to spend your money because everything is so much cheaper in New York City in 1890. You could buy a house with less than two weeks’ wages!

			You might have thought of a problem with this scheme. What if you find that they don’t need any more bricklayers in NYC when you arrive in 2024?

			There’s an obvious solution. Since it’s so cheap by comparison to live in 1890, you can work for much less an hour than the unfortunate New York City bricklayers stuck in 2024. Even if you worked for a mere $20 an hour, you’d still be making $156 more a day than you’d earn for a day’s labor in 1890. Since you’re willing to settle for less, you have no problem with getting a job in 2024. Contractors love you.

			Understandably, you want your fellow bricklayers in 1890 to share in the bounty, so you invite them to use the time machine and “commute” to 2024 with you. They eagerly take you up on it, first 10, then 50, then 100, then as the word spreads, 1000 fellow bricklayers. They all agree to work for $20 an hour too.

			The obvious effect of this great inflow of bricklayers from 1890 is that soon enough contractors in 2024 hire all their bricklayers from 1890 and lay off all the bricklayers from 2024, saving lots of money in labor costs, thereby increasing their profits. It’s a win-win situation, for you and the contractors, but not for the bricklayers from 2024.

			These economic effects result from competition between contractors for building jobs: companies that use laborers from 1890 can easily underbid contractors who hire only workers from 2024. Soon enough, no contractor can afford to hire anyone else.

			Now put yourself into the work shoes of a bricklayer from 2024, especially one put out of work. Wouldn’t you want a restriction on bricklayers flowing through the time machine? In fact, you’d want to turn the time machine off, period.

			Would that be an act of racism on your part? Or an attempt to restore fairness to labor competition?

			Let’s look at our time machine from another economic angle. Remember a bricklayer in 1890 only earns $4 a day. Well, imagine that so many bricklayers were using the time machine that they created a labor surplus so that no more were needed in 2024. But there was a shortage of janitors, and they make $17.82 an hour in 2024.11 So, it’s worth it for a skilled 1890 bricklayer to get a job as a janitor in 2024 because he can increase his wages by almost 3500 percent.

			The Economics of Migrating across Borders Today

			This isn’t just an interesting imaginary exercise. Traveling from a less economically developed country with a lower standard of living, to a more economically developed country with a higher standard of living, has much the same effect as time traveling. Instead of entering a magical time machine and traveling from 1890 to 2024, you can migrate across a border, for example, from Mexico to the United States.

			A bricklayer in Mexico today earns about 9000 MXN (Mexican pesos) per month, which is around 527 US dollars.12 A bricklayer in New York City earns about $4470 per month (or, about 76,329.27 pesos)13. By coming to the US, the Mexican bricklayer can earn about 8.5 times as much money for the same amount of work. You can see why he might settle for only five or six times as much if it would give him a job over an American worker. It’s hard to blame him. Wouldn’t you consider it worthwhile if you, an American bricklayer, could travel to another country and earn about $27,000 per month?

			The economic difference crossing the border makes is enormous. Know what the average salary of a lawyer in Mexico is? About 392,000 a year—pesos, that is.14 That translates to less than $23,000 a year in US dollars,15 considerably less than a janitor makes in New York City (around $37,000). You can understand why a Mexican lawyer might even work as a janitor in New York.

			But remember, just as it was for our time traveler, the money earned in the US by a Mexican immigrant is only worth more if it’s taken back home. That means billions of American dollars flowing to Mexico (called remittances). Unsurprisingly, with Biden’s open border policies, the amount of money flowing back into Mexico from the US reached historic highs in 2021 (matching the historically high number of immigrants flooding in under Biden). Almost $50 billion were sent back to Mexico from the US.16 Data from 2022 reveal that record was broken as well, rising to over $60 billion.17

			Of course, Mexicans aren’t the only ones sending remittances out of the US, and Mexico therefore isn’t the only destination of US dollars. The total remittance outflow from the US in 2021 was over $74.5 billion (also an historic high),18 and rose to just under $80 billion in 2022.19 That means that Mexico received about 70 percent of all remittance money from the US, money taken out of our economy and put into theirs. And by the way, no country loses more money to remittance payments than the US, not even close.

			Which countries receive the most remittance money from elsewhere? According to 2022 statistics, India was first, receiving over $111 billion, Mexico second with over $61 billion, and then China with 51 billion.20 Remittances flowing into Mexico, mostly from the US, have increased enormously every year, from a bit over $35 billion in 2000 to almost $80 billion in 2022, more than doubling in just over two decades.21

			But again, it isn’t just that money is flowing out of the US and to the home countries of immigrants, legal and illegal. Also (in parallel to our thought experiment), people are put out of work here. Since we were talking about bricklayers, let’s expand a bit and talk about the construction industry itself.

			In the US, there are a little over a million illegal immigrants working in construction. Immigrants—legal and illegal—amount to 29 percent of all construction workers. Of that percentage, illegals make up a bit over half (that is, 15 percent of all construction workers). That’s one illegal worker out of every seven construction workers—jobs that should have gone to American citizens.22

			The two levels, legal and illegal, are important. Legal immigrants (for example, green card holders, technically known as Lawful Permanent Residents, or immigrants who have H-2A or H-2B—which are temporary, seasonal permits for agricultural and non-agricultural work respectively) are generally going to make less than American-born workers, and illegals are going to make even less than legal immigrant workers.23 Both drag down the wage levels for American workers because both are in economic competition with American workers.24 The effect is compounded because illegal immigrants are in competition with legal immigrant workers, and so drag down the wages of the legal immigrants as well.

			You can understand why American workers don’t want their wages dragged down. You can also understand why legal immigrants don’t want illegal immigrants dragging their wages down. Are the legal immigrants being racists against illegals?

			Hopefully, our thought experiment helps you to understand the economic pull of migration, and why so many people from much poorer countries want to work here and send the money back home. That’s typical for nearly all migrants in the same situation, but it’s especially true for Mexicans because we share a long border that makes returning home far easier for them. It also makes clear that a great number of Mexican immigrants, legal or illegal, are not interested in becoming US citizens. That would be like workers from 1890 deciding to move to 2024 where all their economic gains would be lost, and they’d just be the lowest paid workers as US citizens.

			Keep the basics of economic pull in mind as we go on to look at the pushes. In the next chapter, we’re going to have a look at two key sets of migrations that will give us a deeper understanding of both the push and pull, especially in regard to our own border problems today.
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			CHAPTER TWO

			CHAOS IN LATIN AMERICA AND BLUE STATES: IMPORTANT LESSONS ABOUT WHAT PUSHES MIGRATIONS

			With the first chapter, we’ve gotten a good, solid understanding of the economics of immigration—the so-called pull. We’re now going to add to that the pushes, the negative reasons people emigrate from their place of origin. We’ll focus on two very instructive instances which will help us understand our current immigration problem on our southern border much more clearly (and a good bit else).

			First, we’ll look at some of the places in Latin America where people crossing our borders illegally are coming from, and the negative causes pushing them out of their country of origin—such as high crime, political corruption, and widespread poverty and lack of economic opportunity. Knowing why immigrants from Latin American countries are desperate enough to undertake the extremely dangerous and expensive journey to America gives us a better understanding of why a tide of immigrants flowed over our borders illegally when Biden opened them up.

			We’ll then examine another kind of migration, one that’s occurring within the United States, the massive numbers fleeing from Blue (Democrat) states like California, Illinois, and New York, to Red (Republican) states like Texas and Florida. We’ll find the same kinds of negative causes pushing immigrants from various Latin American countries to America are also causing Americans to emigrate from Democrat-run cities and states to Republican-run states.

			This Blue to Red migration tells us, among other things, that Democrat policies are turning Democrat-run American cities and states into the kind of places that immigrants from Latin American are trying to escape.

			Who Is Fleeing to America and Why?

			We mostly hear about immigrants crossing our border from Mexico, and that makes sense, given that Mexicans have long been the single largest group of immigrants to America—legal and illegal. But a surprisingly large number of legal immigrants come from India and China. In fact, they’re second and third to Mexico, followed by the Dominican Republic, Vietnam, the Philippines, El Salvador, Brazil, Cuba, and South Korea. Small wonder that the US has the largest immigrant population in the world—well over 50 million.25

			The number of illegal immigrants and their country of origin are obviously more difficult to pinpoint, but at least we have a good idea of where they come from. Mexico is, again, the greatest single source of illegals (almost 50 percent), followed by El Salvador, Guatemala, India, and Honduras.26 All toll, Latin America (Mexico, Central America, South America) makes up about three quarters of our illegal immigrants, and so it makes sense for us to concentrate on these countries to understand the push that continues to bring them over the border, beginning with one of the biggest pushes—violent crime.

			Homicide Rates in Latin America

			As I pointed out in The Big Fraud (chapter five), the murder rate per capita is a good indication of the overall crime rate of any place under consideration—the usual way of presenting the homicide rate being the number of murders per 100,000 in the population.

			We have historical data running back for hundreds of years that allows us to compare rates in many different times and places, and that give us an educated way to compare. A rate of 1 homicide per 100,000 means a wonderfully safe place; a rate of 30 per 100,000 means a dangerous place; a rate of 100 per 100,000 means a really dangerous place. Then there are really, really dangerous places, like America’s wild west in the nineteenth century, with murder rates well over 200.

			The homicide rate of the US is currently 7.8 per 100,000.27 Compare that to the homicide rates of Latin American countries such as Venezuela (40.4), Honduras (35.8), Colombia (26.1), Ecuador (25.9), Mexico (25.2), Brazil (18.8), and Guatemala (17.3).28 El Salvador’s homicide rate hit an extraordinary high of 103 per 100,000 in 2015, but then amazingly dropped every year since then, down to 7.8 in 2022 (and is projected to drop to 2.5 in 2023).29 Other than El Salvador right now, all these places are far more dangerous than the US, and crime is a big reason that people are pushed out of one place, and migrate to another, safer place.

			Comparisons of the homicide rates of countries are, of course, based upon averages. We get a much clearer indication of where one is safer or in more danger by looking at particular cities.

			Let’s look at some of our own cities for comparison purposes. According to the World Population Review, in the US, the top five cities in regard to homicide rates are St. Louis (69.4), Baltimore (51.1), New Orleans (40.6), Detroit (39.7), and then Cleveland (33.7).30 It’s no accident that St. Louis has had only Democrat mayors since 1949. Baltimore has had Democrat mayors from 1967 on. New Orleans has had Democrat mayors all the way back to 1872. Detroit has had all Democrat mayors since 1962. Cleveland has had Democrat mayors since 1990 and running back to 1942 it’s had all Democrat mayors except for a couple of Republicans. That tells us a lot about Democrat policies.

			We’re going to do some fine-tuning of these numbers below, but for now, we can use them for a comparison to the homicide rates of the most dangerous cities in Latin America. Here are the ten most dangerous cities in the world according to the latest statistics: Celeya, Mexico (109.39), Tijuana, Mexico (105.15), Ciudad Juarez, Mexico (103.61), Ciudad Obregon, Mexico (101.13), Irapuato, Mexico (94.99), Ensenada, Mexico (90.58), St. Louis, US (87.83), Uruapan, Mexico (72.59), Fierra del Santana, Brazil (67.46), and Capetown, South Africa (67.46). As you can see, eight are cities in Latin America, and Mexico leads Latin America with seven of the ten. Of the top twenty most dangerous cities in the world, eighteen are in Latin America, with nine in Mexico.31

			That reveals one obvious reason why immigrants from Latin America, especially Mexico, have been pouring over our southern border. The fear of violent crime is a significant push for someone to pick up and go to a much safer place.

			But much to our embarrassment (or more accurately, the Democrat Party’s), on that list of the twenty most dangerous cities in the world, two are in the US: St. Louis (ranking 7th) and Baltimore (ranking 16th), both Democrat-run cities.

			And so, we have good reason to ask, looking at these statistics, “Are Democrat policies quickly making American cities into the kind of place immigrants from Latin America are trying to escape?”

			But there’s another related question. Many—on the Left especially—believe that the way for us to solve the immigration problem is for the US government to fix the problems in the countries that immigrants are pouring out of. That way, they’ll have no reason to come here—we’ll remove the push.

			Given the statistics just cited, that raises an obvious question. If the homicide rates in our Democrat-run cities are climbing as high as those in Latin America, why do Democrats think they can solve the problems in Latin American cities if they can’t solve the problems in their own cities? As the saying goes, physician (or politician), heal thyself.

			Bad Economics and Extreme Poverty

			High inflation is a sure sign of economic trouble. Venezuela’s inflation rate in 2022 was a whopping 222 percent, and in Argentina it was 58 percent.32 By contrast, Colombia had a high of 13.5 percent in 2022,33 Brazil 12.13 percent,34 Honduras 10.86 percent,35 Guatemala 9.7 percent,36 Mexico 8.7 percent,37 and El Salvador 7.76 percent.38

			What was the inflation rate of the US during 2022, the period when Joe Biden was in charge? We peaked at 9.1 percent. The inflation rate during Donald Trump’s presidency hovered around 2 percent. When Biden became president, it shot up, first doubling, then tripling, then quadrupling.39 Are we on the way to becoming Argentina…or Venezuela?

			That brings us back to the Left’s solution to the immigration problem. Inflation is a serious wrecker of economies, destroying the value of money thereby making it far more difficult for people to makes ends meet, both in Latin America and here in the US. Again, we can’t fix their problems with inflation if we can’t fix our own.

			Another sign of a weak economy is what someone in that country is earning, especially as compared with those in a stronger economy. Since we’ve already thought about bricklayers as an indication of earning power in the previous chapter, let’s see look at what bricklayers might make in several Latin American countries.

			A bricklayer in Honduras would make about 7,190 Honduran Lempiras a month, which is about $291 in US dollars.40 A bricklayer in Colombia makes a handsome average monthly salary of 1,270,000 Colombian pesos, but that translates to only $314.41 A Brazilian bricklayer could expect an average of about 2,430 Brazilian Reals a month, or $490.42 In Guatemala, he’ll get 2,580 Guatemalan Quetzals per month, or about $328.43

			To put all this in perspective, the average monthly salary in 2023 for a bricklayer in the US is around $4,190.44 That’s a big economic pull to the US from all these countries in Latin America, comparing bricklayers to bricklayers.

			Poverty is the corresponding push, and a high rate of extreme poverty is a sign of bad political and economic failure. The most extreme poverty in the world exists in Africa, and we’re getting an increasing number of immigrants from there.45 But let’s focus on our own hemisphere. For comparison, in America around 1 percent live in extreme poverty. South of our border, things are much worse and have been for some time.

			The percentage of the population in extreme poverty in Mexico is over three times what we find in the US (3.1 percent), but that’s down from 18.1 percent in 1996. Guatemala currently has around 9 percent in extreme poverty, but in 1986 it was just shy of 50 percent. Honduras now has a bit under 13 percent in extreme poverty, which is an improvement from 1990 when it was at 42 percent. El Salvador is doing well at this point, with only 1.4 percent in extreme poverty, down from over 22 percent in 1991. About 4 percent are in now in extreme poverty in Nicaragua, down from 23 percent in 1993. According to the latest statistics, the number of Colombia’s poor are rising, from a low of 4.34 percent in 2017, to almost 11 percent now. (In 1999 it was 21.35 percent.) In Brazil, currently a little less than 2 percent are in extreme poverty, down from almost 31 percent in 1983. As you might guess, socialist Venezuela is in economic free-fall, with over 50 percent of the population in poverty.

			Political Corruption, Oppression, and the Violation of Rights

			How might we measure political corruption? Well, we might try the Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index which rates 180 countries by their “perceived levels of public sector corruption, scoring on a scale of 0 (highly corrupt) to 100 (very clean).”46 Topping the list as the cleanest is Denmark with a score of 90. The US gets a 69. A sampling of Latin American countries tells you how much more corrupt their governments appear to their citizens: Colombia scores 39, Argentina and Brazil both get 38, Ecuador 36, El Salvador 33, Mexico 31, Guatemala 24, Honduras 23, Nicaragua 19, and Venezuela 14.

			There is also the Economist Intelligence’s Democracy Index for 2022, which rates countries from a low of 0 to a high of 10 based upon five categories: electoral process and pluralism, functioning of government, political participation, political culture, and civil liberties.47 For reference, Norway is number one with a score of 9.81. The US ranks at 30th (with a score of 7.85, a fair ranking, given how COVID was handled under Biden, and our compromised elections). By comparison, Argentina is 50th (with a 6.85), Brazil ranks as 50st (score, 6.78), Colombia is 53rd (6.72), Mexico is 89th (5.25), Honduras is 91st (5.15), El Salvador is 93rd (5.06), Guatemala is 98th (4.68), Nicaragua is 143rd (2.5), and Venezuela is 147th (with a score of 2.23). El Salvador and Mexico also had the dishonor of making the list of the 10 “worst performers” who declined the most between 2021 and 2022.48

			The organization, Freedom House, offers an index of how well countries are doing on a comparative scale in terms of protecting political and civil rights. For reference, the US ranks 83 (out of a high of 100). By contrast, Brazil and Colombia rank 72 and 70 respectively. Mexico’s rank is significantly lower at 60, and things go from bad to worse with El Salvador 56, Guatemala 49, Honduras 48, Nicaragua 19, and Venezuela 15.49

			Stepping back from Latin America for a moment, we should listen to some of Freedom House’s concerns about the threats to freedom worldwide. They should sound hauntingly familiar in regard to the Democrat Party’s policies and actions in recent years.50

			“[Authoritarian regimes] understand that domestic repression alone will not ensure their survival. Over the past two decades, they have extended their influence beyond their own borders in an attempt to silence critics, subvert democratic governments, and reshape international norms and institutions to serve their own interests.”51

			Think of the way that the Democrat Party has used the FBI, big tech, and the mainstream media to silence or censor opposition, and also how it has allied itself with the international elites of the World Economic Forum, the World Health Organization, the United Nations, and George Soros and his Open Society Foundations to advance its Leftist agenda. (More on that in later chapters.)

			Freedom House also notes an authoritarian pattern regarding COVID. “Repressive regimes have responded to the pandemic in ways that serve their political interests, often at the expense of public health and basic freedoms. Even open societies face pressure to accept restrictions that may outlive the crisis and have a lasting effect on liberty.”

			The Democrat Party’s response to COVID—from its championing of masking, shutdowns, and draconian vaccine mandates, to its use of the COVID crisis to advance fraud-drenched mail-in voting—fit these words well. (If you have any doubt about this, please see chapter six of The Big Fraud.)

			And speaking of election fraud by the Democrat Party (which I also covered in great detail in The Big Fraud), Freedom House reminds us that “Free and fair elections are a foundational component of political freedom. There is more to democracy than free and fair elections, but there can be no democracy without them. Constant vigilance is required to protect this foundational component of political freedom from the threats arrayed against it, which range from old-fashioned fraud on election day to media manipulation and regulatory obstacles during the campaign period.”52

			Remember how the Democrat Party and mainstream media ironically smeared those who voiced real concerns about election integrity and voter fraud as “anti-Democratic election-deniers”?

			These are general signs of repressive, authoritarian regimes wherever they are, here or in Latin America. But our concern in this chapter is with Latin America in particular. While we can’t examine every country in Latin America in detail, we can look at Freedom House’s assessment of some key countries, beginning with Mexico. (Sometimes, as you’ll see, I can’t resist noting how often I’m reminded of what’s happening in our own country.)

			Mexico53

			Sadly, Freedom House reports that Mexico “suffers from severe rule of law deficits that limit full citizen enjoyment of political rights and civil liberties. Violence perpetrated by organized criminals, corruption among government officials, human rights abuses by both state and nonstate actors, and rampant impunity are among the most visible of Mexico’s many governance challenges.”

			Referring to the 2018 Mexican national election, Freedom House reports that “the campaign was marked by violence and threats against candidates for state and local offices; at least 145 people died because of election-related violence. Accusations of illicit campaign activities remained frequent at the state and municipal level.” Such problems continue: “Accusations of illicit campaign activities are frequent at the state and federal level, and violations reported in 2021included misuse of public funds, vote buying, and widespread flouting of campaign finance laws.”

			One significant aspect of Mexico’s political woes is that “Criminal groups…exert powerful influence on the country’s politics through threats and violence against candidates, election officials, and campaign workers, particularly at the local level.” The threats were real, especially at the local level: “At least 102 political officials were killed in campaign-related violence during the 2021 election season, including 36 candidates,” with “77 percent of the 1,066 election-linked attacks involved municipal races.” The violence is linked to the benefits received by “organized crime groups” who “infiltrate local governments in order to plunder municipal coffers and ensure their own impunity…”

			Corruption of politics by drug cartels remains one of the most serious problems facing Mexico, and it’s linked directly to cartels bringing drugs across the border to sell in the US. “The billions of dollars in illegal drug money that enter the country each year from the United States profoundly affect politics, as does rampant public-contract fraud and other forms of siphoning off state funds.” Unfortunately, little is done to stop it, “due to the weakness of police and judicial capacity.”

			And the following should sound familiar, given the Democrat’s two-tier justice system—one for their elites and one for the rest of us. In Mexico, “Political opponents are arrested with great fanfare, but few convictions have occurred. In contrast, investigations involving government allies and favored institutions are rare or perfunctory…”

			Hillary Clinton, Nancy Pelosi, Anthony Fauci? Untouchable. Donald Trump, Lieutenant General Michael Flynn, and innocent January 6 protestors? A never-ending persecution “with great fanfare,” the latest attempt (beginning in August, 2023) being the bogus indictment of Trump on four felony counts.

			Mexico’s judicial system in general is “plagued by delays, unpredictability, and corruption, which often lead to impunity for perpetrators of crimes…. According to a September 2021 government report, the vast majority of crimes committed in 2020 went unreported, largely because underpaid police were viewed as either inept or in league with criminals.”

			The result is constant fear in Mexico. “Mexicans are subject to the threat of violence at the hands of multiple actors, including individual criminals, criminal gangs that operate with impunity, and police officers who are often susceptible to bribery. A missing-persons registry—which continues to grow despite increased government efforts in recent years—reflects an epidemic of enforced disappearances…. Forced disappearances and killings remain a crisis in Mexico, despite recent efforts to be more responsive to victims…. As of the end of 2021, cases in the national registry numbered over 95,000, while an August report by a coalition of victims groups described a backlog of at least 52,000 unidentified remains.”

			That’s a snapshot of the problems faced by Mexican citizens. It’s no wonder so many desperately want to cross the border—legally or illegally—to escape. But we must ask ourselves how long will it take for us to look more like Mexico if we continue to allow an open border which drug cartels use as a highway to deliver deadly fentanyl, heroin, cocaine, and meth to destroy our citizens and corrupt our politicians? What will immigrants from Mexico think when they discover that the cartels that made their lives so miserable in Mexico have already set up shop in American cities?54

			Or we might ask how long will it be until half our country believes that free and fair elections are no longer possible? How long will it be until political opponents of the Democrat Party are not only put in jail, but held without bail (like the numerous January 6 protestors), and finally “disappeared”?

			Honduras55

			According to Freedom House, “Institutional weakness, corruption, violence, and impunity undermine the overall stability of Honduras.”

			Sounding quite like political control in our country by establishment Democrats and RINO Republicans, in Honduras “Elites have traditionally exerted significant influence over political parties, limiting people’s political choices.” And paralleling the increasing influence our military elites have on Congress, in Honduras, “The military remains politically powerful.” Take a look at the way drug-trafficking gangs control our inner cities. Well, in Honduras “Gangs, many with ties to drug trafficking, also sway decisions at the subnational level.”

			“Political violence is widespread and includes harassment, threats, and intimidation directed at candidates, politicians, and voters, especially women.” Those who voted for Donald Trump are certainly sympathetic, especially Republican women, given what they’ve suffered at the hands of the mainstream media, social media trolls, activists, and Antifa.

			But women are making headway in Honduras. In January of 2022, “Xiomara Castro of the Liberty and Refoundation Party (Libre) was inaugurated as president, ending National Party (PN) control of that office and becoming the country’s first female chief executive.” Things aren’t entirely rosy, however, because there are “growing concerns over the influence that President Castro’s husband, former president José Manuel Zelaya Rosales (2006–09), and other members of the Zelaya family have over political affairs.”

			Sounds somewhat like the Clinton cartel and the Bidens, but we shouldn’t rush to judgment. Apparently, there has been some improvement with the election of President Castro because corruption was “rampant” under the previous administration. “President Castro’s immediate predecessor, Juan Orlando Hernández, was directly implicated in corruption in 2019 when US prosecutors identified him and former president Porfirio Lobo as coconspirators in a drug-smuggling operation run by Hernández’s brother. Former president Hernández was arrested by police in Honduras in February 2022—with the Castro administration accusing him of collaborating with drug cartels—and
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