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​Introduction
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It should be the goal of every Christian to live life to the fullest through Jesus Christ. He consistently encouraged the disciples to have faith. In addition, He promised them that His peace and joy would remain with them. The Abundant Truth Life Study Series was developed to help believers to live in the abundance that comes with the new life in Christ. Be encouraged by Jesus’ words that he came that we would have life and that more abundantly.

In this publication:

In this publication, we have compiled teachings and exhortations to help the Christian become take personal and spiritual inventory of his/her walk with Christ. It is our hope that this collection challenges and encourages the Christian today. 
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​Challenging the Character
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(Developing Character and Service acceptable to God)

The concepts in this section are designed to challenge the Christian’s character. Though we have an innate sense of morality, our characters have to be defined by God’s standards and how we present our acts of service. Learn how you can have a character that is pleasing to the Lord and beneficial to men.
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What Does God Think of You?

Having a good reputation is important to many. Some live their lives trying to impress others that their perception of them may be favorable. 

Even if we do not admit it openly, many of our activities and conversations are motivated by the desire to be accepted and well thought of. Much time is spent wondering, “What do people think of me?” 

Though we should strive to have a good reputation as Christians, it cannot dominate our motivation for how we live. The opinion of others will change according to circumstance, situation, and other invariables. Thus, their perception of you cannot always be trusted. This shows us that the Christian has to judge his lifestyle by this question, “What does God think of Me?” God’s  view  of  us should challenge the Christian’s character development.

And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? Job 1:8 (KJV)

We find in the scriptures that God thought and spoke well of Job. Have you ever thought that if God held a conversation about you, what would it consist of? From the Job account, we discover four things that God thought and spoke of with Job. The desire of the Christian should be that God could say the same of us.

Job’s Uniqueness

None like Him. God said that there was none like Job in the earth. This speaks to the Christians individuality. Are you a person who goes with the crowd? Can you only function by feeling accepted? Job stood out from everyone else. In your walk with Christ, you should strive to stand out, not for personal glory, but that all may be able to behold His presence in your life.

Job’s Righteousness

Perfect and Upright. God said that Job was perfect and upright. This speaks to the Christian’s maturity and integrity. Like Job, one should strive to grow and mature in the faith. Your life should be an example to others of the conduct of those who know Christ.

Fears God – Job feared God. This implies Job’s reverence and respect for God. He understood  that God was good, gracious, and all powerful.  His conduct reflected his fear of God. Do you respect and appreciate God? Does your lifestyle reflect His goodness, graciousness, and awesome power?

Job’s Zealousness

Eschews Evil. Job shunned evil. This demonstrates Job’s zeal for righteous living that he actively avoid sinful practices. Christ came to save us from sin. As Christians, we should, like Job, avoid the very appearance of evil that the testimony of Christ be not hindered.

What does God think of you? This is the question that every Christian should ask. In doing so, the Christian’s character can be perfected in Him.
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Bring God Your Best

Have you ever met individuals who want maximum results with little effort? In schools, there are students who stay up late and study hard while others cram and procrastinate. Yet, those who procrastinate are upset when the others achieve high marks. 

Proper Attitude

You wonder why would they be upset with the others and not with themselves, seeing that they did not put in the necessary time, energy, and effort. Yet, this happens not only in education, but in all areas  of life. They do not give their best but want the best. This same scenario is even found in the lives of Christians.

But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. Gen 4:5 (KJV)

The story of Cain and Abel is a clear representation of this phenomenon. Abel brought God his best and it was received. Conversely, Cain brought whatever he wanted and it was not received; Cain got upset.   

Today, examine your walk with Christ. Are you upset at other Christians who seem to be successful in their walk with God? It is probably because they are bringing God their best. But the “best” does not reside only in the quality of service, but in the character behind the service. Cain lacked both.

Proper Motive

Remember, in the story of Cain and Abel, they each did bring an offering. So, our best is not revealed in performing religious activities and devotion, but in our attitude and approach. To bring God your best is to do it with the right motives and a sincere heart. Cain did not bring his best offering due to his attitude, while Abel’s proper attitude was revealed in him bringing the best.

The Christian, today, has to be honest. When you pray, read, serve, minister, and attend services, are you bringing God your best? Again, this is revealed in your attitude and approach. 

These are affected by your level of spiritual growth and development. Your character as a Christian will directly influence whether you are bringing God your best. 

Do you do render service and faithful to God out of necessity and fear or from a pure heart with gladness. Gladness of heart comes from a  place of mature character. David encouraged the worshippers to “serve the Lord with gladness.” 

Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing. Psalms 100:2 (KJV)

If your service is not in gladness, ask for help and forgiveness because He will bless, heal, and restore. As you continue to develop your character, you can only “Bring God Your Best.”
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(Recognizing and Responding to God by His Word)

The concepts in this section are designed to challenge the believer’s conscience. The Christian can be changed internally through submitting to God by adhering to His Word. In doing so, Christians will be successful in their walks with Christ. 
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