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When Winter
Wouldn’t Leave

A story from Bulgaria

There was once a girl called Nina, who lived in a village at
the foot of the mountains with her grandfather. Nina loved
her grandfather, and he loved her. They were very happy
together and wanted for nothing.

In fact, all of the villagers were happy. Spring gave them
flowers in the fields and blossom on the trees. Summer gave
them days full of light and warmth. Autumn gave them the
harvest of fruits and berries. Of course, Winter gave them
nothing but cold and ice and snow, yet they were sure that
Spring would always return.
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Then one year it didn’t. The weather just
turned colder and colder. The snowdrifts grew
deeper, and the icicles hanging from each and
every roof grew longer and longer. Everybody was
worried, so they called a meeting in the village hall
to decide what to do.

“This is terrible!” said one of the men. “Why is Winter still
here? We’ll starve if Spring doesn’t return soon!”

“We’ll freeze to death first!” cried another.

“Someone had better go and see Grandfather Frost,” said
one of the women. “After all, Winter is supposed to be
his servant. We should tell him what she’s doing.”

“Well, I’m not going,” said the first man. “Grandfather
Frost lives at the top of the highest mountain beyond the
village. The journey there is dangerous while there’s so
much snow and ice around.”
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