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  Introduction



Hi Friend,

Thank you for picking up a copy of this devotional. Maybe you did so because you’d like to learn more about God’s sovereignty. Or you’re curious about what God’s sovereignty means for your life.

In either case, I’m glad you’re on this journey with me.

The Oxford Dictionary defines sovereign as supreme power or authority. When something is supreme, it is the greatest, best, or the highest authority.

The leader of a department or country expects certain behavior from the subordinates. Subordinates are to be respectful and use a polite tone when conversing. They should follow the instructions provided by their leaders.

As subordinates, we’re assigned tasks to be completed according to the established standards. If not, there will be consequences, whether coaching or discipline. 

The Bible urges us to acknowledge and submit to the leadership of our earthly rulers. So what about our Sovereign Lord?

When we say God is Sovereign, we mean He is the greatest and is above all things. However, we don’t honor and respect God as He deserves.

This devotional will explore God’s sovereignty and focus on answering three key questions:


	What God’s sovereignty means 

	Why God is Sovereign 

	How we should respond to God’s sovereignty 




I pray you’ll complete these devotionals with renewed awe for our Sovereign Lord. I pray that praise for Jehovah will fill your heart until it brims over in worship. 

Are you ready, girlfriend? It’s time to learn more about the God we serve.






I

What God’s Sovereignty Means

Let’s explore what we mean when we say God is sovereign.
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  God Does What He Pleases

  
  




Psalm 115:3 NKJV — But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.




Every time I read this title, there’s resistance in my spirit. Saying that God does what He pleases sounds selfish. But that’s incorrect, right? 

God is not selfish. Why does this verse make it sound like He is? Yet this phrase appears many times in the Bible, so let’s explore what it means. Let us first acknowledge the character of God.

God is loving, merciful, long-suffering, just, compassionate, and kind. This is what God said about Himself in Deuteronomy 32:39:


See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand (KJV).




God has ultimate power over life. He has ultimate power over death. God has the power to heal and the power to destroy. He makes these decisions based on His omniscient knowledge.

The Bible has many stories about men and kings who served pagan gods. Some of these kings even believed themselves to be gods. Where are those kings now?

We learn about some of them from archaeology finds and history lessons, but many of them have nothing recorded about them outside of the pages of the Bible.

Many would not have heard about Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Asa, or Hezekiah without the accounts written about them in God’s Word. 

The same is not true about God. Since the beginning of time, there have always been those who testify about God’s sovereignty. They tell of His might and power, reminding everyone that God is in control. He does as He pleases.

If God were as fickle as humanity, that would mean something different for us. It would mean tiptoeing around Him lest He destroy us all because He had a bad day.

But God is not like us, and while He does as He pleases, He does everything with our eternal salvation in mind.

Our God is in heaven. He does what pleases Him. He is also a God of love and mercy. His mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:22-23).

Because God does not lie, and His character is unchangeable, we can trust Him.




Prayer




Yahweh,

You are God over all things. You have the authority to do as You choose and the compassionate nature to do what is right. Help me accept that You have ultimate power. I submit my will into Your hands. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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  God’s Purpose Will Not Be Thwarted

  
  




Job 42:2 NIV — “I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted.”




The Book of Job started on a buoyant note:


Job 1:1 NLT — There once was a man named Job who lived in the land of Uz. He was blameless—a man of complete integrity. He feared God and stayed away from evil.




We’re then given a snapshot of Job’s life. He was married with ten children. He had cattle and servants and was the richest man in his community (Job 1:2-3). 

But if you read a lot of fiction or watch movies, you know things couldn’t continue on that positive trend. Otherwise, what’s the point?

Sure enough, by the end of the chapter, his children are dead and so are his animals. The number of servants had significantly dwindled.

By chapter two, Job’s health is gone and his wife is encouraging him to curse God and die (Job 2:9).

Things couldn’t get worse until his friends showed up and blamed Job for his problems.

Neither Job nor his friends were privy to the conversation between God and Satan, where God gave the devil permission to test Job (Job 1:6-12, 2:1-7) 

In response to his suffering, Job demands an audience with the Lord and God grants it to him.

After listening to Job complain about what amounted to chapters in our Bibles, God had a lot to say.

God walked Job through the Creation story and expounded on His dominance over everything. Job’s only response was to submit to God’s sovereignty (Job 42:2). 

There’s a lesson here: we can complain, whine, resist, or quarrel, but God has ultimate power over our lives.

And that’s wonderful. Just think, if it had been up to the devil, Job would have been dead at the first test, along with his family. 

But the devil had to stay within the boundaries God had set. He could take Job’s possessions, but not harm him physically (Job 1:12). Later, Satan could harm Job, but he couldn’t take his life (Job 2:4-6).

Like Job, our lives and possessions are in God’s hands. It is what God decides will happen. No one can thwart God’s will. Let us revel in that.




Prayer




Adonai, 

My life is in Your hands. I submit everything I have, everything I am, my present, and my future into Your hands. May Your will prevail in every area of my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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  Everything Comes From God

  
  




1 Chronicles 29:12 NKJV — Both riches and honor come from You, And You reign over all. In Your hand is power and might; In Your hand it is to make great And to give strength to all.


What can we give to Jehovah? Can we give Him our earnings? Does He want our houses or vehicles? Does He need us to provide food for Him to eat?

What can we offer to Jehovah?

The cattle that roam the earth are His (Psalm 50:10).

The richest ores found in the depths of the earth belong to Him (Genesis 2:11-12.

He created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1).

God formed and knitted our bodies in our mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13).

The breath in our lungs comes from God (Acts 17:25).

What does Jehovah need from us?

Nothing.

This answer became apparent to David as he prepared to build the Temple. David amassed huge amounts of gold, silver, bronze, iron, and wood. He collected enormous quantities of onyx, precious stones, costly jewels, and a variety of fine stone and marble (1 Chronicles 29:1-2).

He donated from his collection and invited Israel to do the same. They contributed an abundance until they had enough to build the Temple (1 Chronicles 29:3-9).

But David recognized something about God that we all need to accept:


1 Chronicles 29:11-12 NLT — Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O LORD, and this is your kingdom. We adore you











Prayer








OEBPS/5965cf906ff9ec1cdd642ecd4e1e87d58fb7864a_smallRaw.jpg
GOD

21 DEVOTIONS ABOUT THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

AMINATA COOTE







OEBPS/images/2036f70536d1da9fcfe5cd31cd84ac4e_smallRaw.png
//

/

\\\

HopeLight

w Publishers













