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PREFACE






First and Second
Thessalonians were written to the church in Thessalonica (modern
day Greece) to encourage believers in the midst of persecution.
Paul particularly addressed questions they had about the return of
the Lord. Despite their struggles, this church had become a model
of hope, faith and love for believers in the surrounding area. Paul
commended them for their example but challenged them to even
greater maturity in Christ. In the second letter he particularly
addressed individuals in the church who had stopped working and
were living off others in the community as they waited for the
return of Christ.

Paul’s letters to
Timothy were intended to instruct and encourage the young pastor in
his ministry. The apostle advised Timothy on a variety of matters
such as the qualifications of elders and deacons in the church, or
how to care for a growing number of widows. Paul wrote as a father
to his son encouraging Timothy to be strong and guard the truth he
had taught him.

As with all the
books in this series, this commentary is not meant to be read in a
single setting. I would challenge the reader to take his or her
time reading through it. Ask the Spirit of God to speak to you and
help you to learn and apply the truth of His Word. The commentary
is only a guide. I trust it will lead you not only into the truth
but also help you to apply that truth in a life changing way. May
the Lord be pleased to use this work by opening his Word to you.
May God richly bless you as you take time to study these important
books of Scripture.

This book, along
with the others in the series will eventually make its way to over
forty countries to bless pastors, Christian workers and ordinary
believers in their ministries for our Lord. Pray with me that the
Lord would be pleased to use it to expand his kingdom wherever it
goes.






F. Wayne Mac
Leod




Chapter 1 - A
MODEL FOR BELIEVERS






Read 1
Thessalonians 1:1-10

In Acts 17 we read
how the apostle Paul spent time in the city of Thessalonica on his
second missionary journey. The response he received toward his
ministry was not very favourable. His preaching disturbed the
people in that city so much that believers had to help him escape
to save his life (see Acts 17:1-10). Despite this difficult
beginning, the Spirit of God was working and a church was born and
flourished.

God's ways are not
our ways. How many times have we felt defeated in our efforts? I
can only imagine what the apostle Paul felt as he left the city of
Thessalonica after seeing the people of that city reject the
message he preached. God saw things very differently, however. What
we see as failure, God can use to accomplish good. Not only was a
church established in Thessalonica, but it became a powerful model
for believers in that region.

This letter comes
from Paul, Silas and Timothy (verse 1). They write to the church in
Thessalonica. Notice in verse 1 that Paul speaks of the church as
being in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ. These
believers were part of the family of God. Their trust and
confidence was in the work of the Father and his Son Jesus
Christ.

Paul told the
Thessalonians that they always thanked God for them by mentioning
them in their prayers. It was the practice of the apostle Paul to
pray for those among whom he had ministered. This was an important
part of his ministry. No matter where he was, he was able to pray
for these believers.

Notice that Paul
uses the word "mention" in verse 2. There were times when Paul's
prayers for the believers were very intense. Here Paul told the
Thessalonians that he simply mentioned them to the Lord with
thanksgiving. This does not mean that these prayers were any less
important. Sometimes all we can do is remember our friends and
loved ones, thank God for them and commit them to his keeping. God
hears these prayers as well.

Paul was very
thankful to God for the work of the Holy Spirit among the believers
in Thessalonica. He has already mentioned the work of the Father
and the Lord Jesus. He also speaks of the work of God's Spirit in
their midst. The work of the Holy Spirit was evident in different
ways. In the verses that follow, Paul shares with us what the
Spirit of God was doing in the church of Thessalonica.

Their Work
Produced by Faith (verse 3)

Paul tells the
Thessalonians that he remembered before God their work produced by
faith. Not all work is produced by faith. All too many works are
based on human effort and not on faith. When a work is produced by
faith it is rooted in obedience to the call and guidance of the
Spirit of God. Those who produce works of faith die to themselves,
their own ideas and agendas. They trust God's leading and enabling.
The church of Thessalonica understood this. God was guiding them
and working in them. They were following his leading and depending
on his strength and wisdom. As a result, great things were
happening in their midst.

Their Labour
Prompted by Love (verse 3)

Love was the
motivation behind the labours of the Thessalonian believers.
Overflowing with the love of the Lord Jesus, they reached out to
minister to those around them. They were not motivated by pride or
desire for approval. The love of the Lord Jesus was so strong in
them that they felt compelled to reach out. This love motivated and
gave them perseverance in the difficult times.

Their Endurance
Inspired by Hope (verse 3)

Serving the Lord
was not always easy. There would have been many times when these
believers could have given up. They would not always have been
accepted by the community where they lived. There were attacks from
the enemy and from the Jews, and from others around them, but they
did not give up. They remembered what they had in the Lord Jesus
and why he had come. They understood that this world was not really
their home and that the Lord was preparing something far greater
for them. They remembered that death was only a stepping stone into
the presence of the Lord Jesus. They were not caught up in the
pursuit of worldly possessions. Their eyes were focused on heaven
and the Lord Jesus. This gave them courage to keep going even when
things were difficult.

In verse 4, Paul
told the believers that they were chosen and loved by God. He
reminded them of how the gospel had come to them in Thessalonica.
The gospel did not come to them in words only. It came with the
power of the Holy Spirit behind it resulting in deep conviction. In
other words, when the gospel came to this place, the Spirit of God
moved in a very powerful way. When Paul saw how God was moving in
Thessalonica he knew that God had a special purpose for them.

Paul challenged
the Thessalonians in verses 5-6 to take their example from the
lives of the apostles. We understand from verse 6 that the church
in Thessalonica was facing severe suffering but that did not keep
them from serving the Lord. They persevered and kept their eyes
focused on the hope the Lord had given them, thus imitating the
apostles in two ways. They imitated them first in their
perseverance in suffering. The church of Thessalonica had seen Paul
being cast out of the city. They understood, from the very
beginning, that living the Christian life would not be easy. They
saw how Paul and the other apostles faced tribulation without
giving up and chose to follow their example.

The second way in
which the church of Thessalonica followed the example of the
apostles was in their willing-ness to welcome the message of the
Holy Spirit with joy (verse 6). They not only welcomed the
preaching of the Word of God but also committed themselves to live
in obedience to it. The result was that they were filled with the
joy of the Holy Spirit in the difficulties that surrounded
them.

The believers in
Thessalonica demonstrated true Christianity in the region of
Macedonia and Achaia (verse 7). They were an example in works of
faith, labours of love and enduring hope. They did this in the
midst of severe suffering. People all around heard of their
faith.

People were
talking about how the church of Thessalonica had opened their
hearts to the apostles and received their message. They also spoke
of the change that had come to the region. They saw how people had
turned from idols to the living and true God (verse 9). They saw
how, despite opposition, they set their hearts and minds to wait
for the return of the Lord Jesus to rescue them from the coming
judgment.

Paul said that
their example was such that he hardly needed to preach in that
region. They demonstrated, by their lives, the entire message of
the gospel. People saw practically how the Lord could change
sinners and fill them with joy and purpose.

What a powerful
example we see in the life of the Thessalonian church. If people
were to look at your life, would they understand the message of the
gospel? Would they see in you the wonderful change Jesus has made?
Would they see how much your hope in him has changed your life?
Would your words reflect that you trust the Lord even when things
are difficult? Our lives are powerful examples of the gospel. Many
have turned from the message of the gospel because they have not
clearly seen the difference the Lord Jesus can make. May our lives,
like the lives of these Thessalonian believers, point all we meet
to the Savoir.






For
Consideration:

* Have you ever
gone through a time when you felt like you had completely failed?
What encouragement do you find from the fact that the church of
Thessalonica grew despite the fact that Paul was kicked out of the
city?

* What is the
difference between work produced in the flesh and work produced by
faith?

* How has your
hope in Christ given you courage to keep going? Give an
example?

* How has the
Lord shown you his love and favour?

* How much of a
model for other believers are you? What area of your life do you
need to surrender to the Lord?

For Prayer:

* Ask the Lord
to help you to be a model for those around you.

* Ask the Lord
to examine your motivation in service. Ask him to make love for him
and his people the motivation for your service.

* Thank the
Lord that he can use even what appears to be failure to accomplish
great good.

* Thank the
Lord for the wonderful hope he has given us. Ask him to remind you
of his promises in times of difficulty.




Chapter 2 - THE
MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLES






Read 1
Thessalonians 2:1-12

We have seen how
the church in Thessalonica, despite tremendous obstacles, proved to
be a wonderful example to the believers in the surrounding regions.
When Paul first arrived in the area he was not well received by the
general public. He was forced to leave the region be-cause of the
opposition. God was pleased, however, to do a powerful work and a
church was established.

In chapter 2 Paul
was remembering how he and his co-workers had ministered among
them. This chapter has some significant things to say about how
Christian leaders are to minister. Paul gives us an example to
follow in our own ministries.

Paul begins by
reminding the church that his time with them was not a failure. If
we read the account of how Paul was forced out of the city we can
understand how easy it would have been for him to feel like he had
been a failure. Paul did not see things in this way. Instead, he
kept his eyes fixed on the Lord. Despite the fact that he had to
leave the city, Paul believed that the God who called him would use
the time he spent in the region for his glory. God did not make
mistakes. There was purpose in all he did. Things are not always as
they appear. God will use what appears to be great failure to
accomplish great good. We would do well as leaders to keep this
focus.

Paul had often
suffered and been insulted in the ministry of preaching the gospel.
Not everyone understood what he was preaching. Some responded
violently to his words. This was the case when he was in Philippi
just before arriving in Thessalonica. There Paul and his companions
were stripped, beaten and imprisoned. Despite the opposition,
however, they did not lose hope. Leaving the city, they continued
on to Thessalonica and again preached the gospel.

Notice that Paul
and his companions did not do this in their own strength. Verse 2
tells us that "with the help of our God we dared to tell you his
gospel in spite of strong opposition." It was with the help of God
that Paul and his companions were able to continue preaching the
gospel after such opposition in Philippi. Their human strength was
inadequate. They found strength in God to go to Thessalonica where
they continued to share what God had put on their heart.

Notice in verse 2
that in Thessalonica they preached the gospel "in spite of strong
opposition." The apostles knew that they would have to suffer for
the cause of the gospel. They were willing to face insults,
persecution and opposition to preach the gospel. We are called to
do battle with the enemy. As soldiers in the battle we must accept
the fact that sometimes things are going to be difficult. We don't
share the gospel because it is going to be easy. We share it
because people need to hear. We will face opposition and hardship
but we must not be discouraged. The apostles were ready to face
opposition to get the message of the gospel to those who needed to
hear it. The strength for this came from the Lord God. His strength
is available to us as well.

According to verse
3, the apostle Paul's preaching did not spring from error or impure
motives. He did not try to trick people into the kingdom of heaven.
Paul did not resort to questionable techniques to convince people
to follow Jesus. How easy it is for us to have people come forward
at an evangelistic meeting or raise their hands to accept the Lord
Jesus. We can ask them to sign cards of commitment to the Lord
Jesus and promise them wonderful blessings. We can entertain them
or impress them with how friendly we are but only God can change
lives. Only what he does is truly lasting. Paul's focus was on
preaching the gospel. The Holy Spirit would bring conviction of sin
and salvation. He didn't want people to focus on him. He did not
have any programs or techniques to win them. He believed that the
Spirit of God alone was powerful enough to change the human heart
and give life to those who heard the truth. Paul’s motives were
pure. He did not try to trick people into the kingdom. He allowed
God to work in them through the faithful preaching of the Word.
Paul had a strong view of the ministry of the Holy Spirit and the
preaching of the truth. As believers today we too need to see
afresh the ministry of God's Spirit through the proclamation of
truth. God has been pleased throughout history to use his Spirit
and the preaching of the Word to change lives. He will continue to
do so in our day. Paul's focus in ministry was the Spirit and the
Word. That combination had a powerful effect on the lives of the
people who heard him speak.

Paul spoke as one
who was approved by God (verse 4). In other words, God had set him
apart and called him specifically for this purpose. The power of
Paul's ministry was not only because he focused on the Spirit and
the Word but also because he had God's special call on his life.
Paul was approved and chosen by God to do what he did. He preached
what God called him to preach. He lived and ministered as one who
had been approved by God. He preached not to please people but to
please the God who had set him apart for this purpose.

People did not
always accept the words of the Lord. Sometimes they walked away or
spoke evil of him. Sometimes they physically attacked him. Jesus
too was rejected. The apostles were beaten and stoned because of
the message they preached. They made it their goal, however, no
matter the cost, to seek the approval of God and not people.

Paul did not
resort to flattery in his preaching. When we speak of flattery we
speak of insincere praise. The one who flatters says all kinds of
nice things about people in an attempt to win them over. Paul did
not resort to flattery. He simply spoke the truth. He wanted the
Spirit to do the work in the lives of those who heard him.
Some-times people follow us because we tell them what they want to
hear. Sometimes they follow us because we make them feel good. Paul
was not content with this. He wanted the Spirit of God to work in
the lives of his listeners bringing real change.

Paul did not put
on a cloak to cover up greed (verses 5-6). He was not interested in
making money. He preached the gospel because God was moving him to
do so out of a heart broken for the needs he saw around him. He
would preach whether those who heard him gave him money or not. He
didn't try to gain the sympathy of those who listened to him. He
didn't make appeals for money. He was called of God and he knew
that God would provide.

Greed can be a
problem for Christian workers. In Paul's day, traveling evangelists
and prophets depended on the gifts of God's people. It was quite
easy for them to become greedy and to focus on what they could get.
The challenge for us is to examine our motives in preaching the
gospel. Are we preaching for what we can get for ourselves (money,
affirmation, or attention)? Do we trust the Lord for our resources
or are we using all kinds of techniques to obtain the favour and
gifts of God's people?

In verse 6 Paul
wrote that he did not want to be a burden to the church. He chose
to preach freely and minister freely among them. He was quite
willing to leave without any financial blessing from them. Would
you take a reduction in your salary to go where God called you to
go? Would you be willing to follow the call of God even if there
was no financial provision for you? Is money more important than
ministry? Paul's motive was to preach the gospel. He was willing to
do this freely and sacrificially.

Paul compared his
ministry to a mother caring for her little children. As a mother,
Paul willingly made great sacrifices for the church. What mother
expects to be paid to raise her child? The heart of the mother is
to see her child grow and mature. She freely cares for and nurtures
her child with gentleness and compassion. She willingly sacrifices
her own comfort for her children. As Paul says in verse 8 they were
willing to give their lives for the Thessalonians because they had
become so dear to them.

Verse 9 adds
another dimension to this picture of the apostles being like a
mother to the Thessalonians. Like mothers, they toiled and worked
night and day for the Thessalonians. They were tireless in their
efforts. It was love for their spiritual children that kept them
going. They put their own interests and comforts aside to care for
them.

It was not enough
to preach the truth of the gospel. The apostles also demonstrated
it with their lives. They lived holy, righteous and blameless lives
in the midst of the Thessalonians (verse 10). They were examples of
what they preached. It does no good to preach if we are not going
to live what we preach. The Thessalonians saw in the apostles an
example to follow.

Paul also compared
the ministry of the apostles to that of a father. They treated the
spiritual children as a father would treat his children,
encouraging them to keep going when times were rough. They came
alongside of them and lifted them up in their discouragement. There
were times when the believers, like little children, needed some
big arms to cry in. There were times when they needed those big
arms to surround them, comfort them and protect them from harm.
This is what the apostles did for them. As fathers, the apostles
urged the Thessalonians to live lives worthy of God who had called
them into his kingdom. They motivated and challenged their children
to become everything they could be in Christ.

The task of
ministering to God's people will not be easy nor will it always be
appreciated. Paul challenges us to keep two things central in our
ministries.

First, we are to
focus on preaching the truth in the power of the Holy Spirit no
matter the cost. We must not to allow ourselves to get sidetracked
by seeking approval or resort to human tactics and techniques to
win men and women to Christ. Instead we must put our faith and
trust in the Holy Spirit to convict and bring the change he
desires.

Second, we must
commit ourselves to minister as a mother and father to God's
children.

We must be willing
to make great sacrifices. With gentle-ness, compassion and personal
example we must give ourselves to building up the body seeking
God's approval only.






For
Consideration:

* Are you
willing to face opposition for the spreading of the gospel?

* Have you ever
found yourself trusting more in your techniques, programs,
personality or gifts than in the Holy Spirit?

* Have you ever
found yourself trying to please people in your ministry? How does
this hinder the advancement of the kingdom of God?

* What are the
characteristics of a father and mother? How are we to demonstrate
these characteristics in the body of Christ and in our ministry for
him?

For Prayer:

* Ask the Lord
to examine your ministry and show you any way that you have not
been trusting in his Holy Spirit.

* Have you ever
had a spiritual father or mother? How did they encourage and bless
you? Thank the Lord for these individuals. Ask the Lord to give you
the grace to be a father and mother to those around you.

* Commit
yourselves to seeking the approval of God alone in your ministry.
Ask God to break any desire you may have to seek the approval of
people.




Chapter 3 -
PAUL'S JOY


Read 1
Thessalonians 2:13-20

Paul had been like
a mother and father to the Thessalonians. While he had not been
well received in the com-munity, some people had accepted his
message. Paul thanked the Lord for those individuals (verse
13).

Notice in verse 13
that the Thessalonians received the word not as a word of men but
as the Word of God and believed it. The Spirit of God brought the
conviction to their hearts that what they were hearing was from
God. Paul praised the Lord for this.

Notice also that
this Word was at work in those who believed. The Word of God is
living. It has the power to change and transform the lives of those
who believe and receive it. One of the greatest proofs that the
Bible is the Word of God is in how it is transforms lives and
hearts. The enemy knows the power of the Word of God to transform
and heal. The Word that Paul preached to the Thessalonians is still
transforming lives today. It is much more than a list of doctrines
and practices. Those who see the Bible as only doctrine miss
something very powerful. The Bible is alive and active. It has the
power to change and transform the lives of those who will listen to
and obey its truth. This is what was happening in the church at
Thessalonica.

While the Word was
active in the lives of the Thessalonians, this did not spare them
from personal trials and suffering. In fact, at this point in
history, believing the Word of God often required suffering. Verse
14 tells us that the Thessalonians were being persecuted at the
hands of their own countrymen.

Paul knew what it
was like to experience this persecution. He suffered at the hands
of his fellow Jews. They refused to accept the Lord Jesus and
became hostile towards those who proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah
(verse 15).

It was hard for
the Jews to believe that God would reach out to the Gentiles and
accept them as his own. From their perspective, the Gentile was
unworthy of God's grace. According to verse 16, the Jews made every
effort to keep the apostles from speaking to the Gentiles so that
they might be saved. According to Paul, by hindering the spread of
the gospel to the Gentiles the Jews were heaping up sins to the
limit. This was a serious matter indeed.

There are many
ways we can hinder the preaching of the gospel today. We can do
this by our bad example. We can hinder the gospel by not sharing it
with those the Lord brings on your path. We can hinder the gospel
by not using our resources to help and encourage those who are
called to go. Paul tells us that to hinder the gospel is to heap up
sin. We need to confess this if we have been guilty of such a sin.
In the case of the Jews, God had already judged them (see verse
16). May this not be the case for us.

When Paul was in
Thessalonica he was forced to leave because of the persecution that
broke out against him. In verse 17 he told the believers that
though he was torn away from them, he made every effort to return.
Though separated from them in person his thoughts and prayers were
with them continually. He had a very deep concern for them and
their spiritual walk. He knew the situation in which they were
living. He had personally experienced the resistance of the
community to the gospel and was concerned for the safety and growth
of the believers in that region.

It is interesting
to note that the apostle Paul was often forced to leave cities
where he preached the gospel. He had a tremendous burden for the
believers in those communities but the Lord did not allow him to
stay with them for long. We need to understand that God had called
Paul to share the gospel with as many people as possible. It was
not the purpose of God that Paul remain in any one area for
long.

Having said this,
however, Paul took his role as apostle very seriously and made
every effort to nurture and encourage the people of God in their
faith. Notice in verse 18 that while Paul wanted to come back to
see the Thessalonians, Satan stopped him. Here was a man of God who
was filled with his Spirit. Paul had cast out demons and seen God
do powerful works through his life, but here Satan is hindering
him.

Paul often battled
with Satan in his ministry. In 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 he speaks of
his personal struggle with Satan on a daily basis:

To keep me from
becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations,
there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Sa-tan, to
torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away
from me. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on
me.

Paul was afflicted
by this "messenger of Satan." While he prayed about this, God would
not take away this "thorn in his flesh." Here in this passage we
see how Satan kept Paul from going to Thessalonica to encourage the
believers.

There are two
things we need to understand from this. First, even though Satan
was very active, God remained in control of Paul's situation. We
are reminded of Job and how the enemy stripped him of all he had.
Satan did his utmost but in the end the Lord had the victory. Job
was kept through his trials and ultimately restored to even greater
blessing. God can even use Satan to accomplish his glory. This is
what he did with Paul's "thorn in the flesh." God told Paul that he
was going to allow the "messenger of Satan" to continue to afflict
him but that he would use that messenger to demonstrate his power.
Paul was hindered by Satan from going to Thessalonica but this did
not mean that Satan was in control. God would use what Satan was
doing to accomplish his glory. The church in Thessalonica grew
despite the fact that Paul did not get to see them. They became an
example for all around. God used their trials to mature them
without Paul.

The second thing
we need to understand here is that God's victory does not always
look like victory to us. We often fail to see the whole picture.
Paul went through life with a "thorn in the flesh." Despite this
thorn, the gospel went forth. Did Paul have victory over Satan in
the end? He sure did. Satan hindered Paul from going to
Thessalonica but God blessed the work anyway. Satan’s efforts were
defeated!

Paul concludes
this chapter by reminding the believers that they were his hope,
joy and crown. He would glory in them in the presence of the
Lord.

Paul was filled
with joy as he thought about the Thessalonians. He was thrilled
that they had come to know the Lord despite the difficulties they
encountered. He was happy because God had given him the privilege
of being part of their coming to Christ. He rejoiced because God
had been maturing them despite the tremendous obstacles they faced
in their city.

The Thessalonians
were Paul's
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