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Introduction
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Why did the Islamic world fall behind in science and technology?

Why are non-Muslim countries more advanced?

These questions also raise the following question? "Is there an untruth in Islam?"

First of all, let's separate the concepts of Muslim and Islam. They are Muslims who progress and go back. Islam is an unchanging truth. To judge the essence of a faith by the current social condition of its followers is a profound sociological error. By reading these pages, you will, inshallah, clearly understand the fundamental divergence between the Islamic world and the West. In this short work, I have analyzed the contrast between these two civilizations not through the lens of theological debate, but strictly within the framework of universal causes, geographical dynamics, and spiritual responsibilities.
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The Forgotten Golden Age
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Islamic countries were not always backward. As is known, Andalusia became a pioneer in knowledge in Europe. The Seljuk and the Ottoman Empire reached great peaks in knowledge and arts. During an era when the Western world was trapped in intellectual darkness, Islamic cities were the vibrant capitals of global enlightenment. The foundational principles of modern science were established in these territories, driven by the Quranic encouragement toward reflection and learning. However, Islamic countries have lagged behind Christian countries for the last few centuries. To understand the immense scale of this scientific legacy, we only need to look at how modern Western scientists perceive the loss of this knowledge.
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A Rational Challenge
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The 1903 Nobel Prize in Physics winner, the French physicist Pierre Curie, says "We have 30 books left behind from muslim Andalusia, so that we could split the atom. If a half of the one million burned books could survive, we would already travel between galaxies in space."

In 1260, the largest library of the period, the Baghdad Library, was destroyed by the Mongols. Historical accounts suggest that the Tigris River ran black for days with the ink of the countless books thrown into its waters by the Mongol army.

Those who claim that Islam prevents progress and that Islamic countries lag behind Christian countries due to Islam are obliged to prove their claims by answering the following questions:

	Which of the prohibitions of Islam such as lying, drinking, gambling, interest, hoarding, slander, adultery prevent progress? On the contrary, does not lying destroy the trust required for healthy trade? Does not alcoholism ruin the productivity of the workforce? Does not gambling and interest result in the unfair distribution of wealth, leading to economic collapse? Science, technology, and societal advancement can only flourish on a foundation of trust, justice, and social stability—all of which are protected by these very prohibitions.

	By applying which verse of the Bible did Christians progress? There is no verse in the Bible that regulates neither commercial nor state law. It contains no dynamic civil code, no scientific roadmap, and no administrative framework to govern a modern civilization. On the contrary, the Christians were backward when they practiced Christianity. When they left Christianity, they started to move forward. The scientific and social evolution of the West only began when they secularized their institutions and separated the Church from the state. The Muslims, on the other hand, progressed during the periods when they practiced Islam. History proves that the closer Muslims were to the Quranic commands of seeking knowledge, justice, and merit, the higher their civilization rose.







In fact, prominent sociologists and historians of science openly support this historical reality. Max Weber, one of the founding fathers of modern sociology, demonstrated in his seminal works that Western technological and economic progress did not stem from adherence to biblical texts, but rather from a profound secularization process—meaning, a strategic departure from the static dogmas of the Church. The Bible primarily focuses on salvation in the afterlife, explicitly viewing the material world as a place of exile, and thus contains no theological commands to drive scientific exploration or state administration.

Furthermore, the history of Western science is not a story of biblical inspiration, but a history of fierce rebellion against biblical interpretations. Pioneers of modern science like Galileo Galilei, Nicolaus Copernicus, and Giordano Bruno did not achieve their breakthroughs by following scripture; on the contrary, they were condemned, silenced, or executed by the Church for challenging the rigid, unmoving worldview presented in the Bible. Therefore, while Islamic history showcases a golden age where strict adherence to Quranic principles of knowledge and justice sparked unparalleled scientific advancement, Western history achieved its advancement only after pushing the Church out of the laboratory and the parliament.
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The Root Causes: Why Islamic Countries Lagged Behind
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In this world of wisdom, means and causes are active. Muslim or unbeliever, whoever fulfills the prerequisites of what he or she wants to achieve and fully respects its means, success will be his or her. The unbeliever and the Muslim are equal in regard to the causes, as Allah's laws governing creation operate without bias.

Attributes in a person are more important than being a Muslim or an unbeliever in terms of worldly success. All the beautiful attributes are mentioned in the Quran and applied by the Prophet (PBUH) in the best way. However, Muslims may not be able to display all of these beautiful attributes in their lives. A non-Muslim, on the other hand, may have some beautiful attributes as a result of his education and societal discipline. In other words, just as a Muslim may have the attributes of a disbeliever, a disbeliever may have the attributes of a Muslim. Since these attributes collide in the struggle in the world, those with good attributes will prevail over those with bad attributes. Allah’s divinely ordained laws systemically reward the right attributes, not the mere identity.

For example, it is an expected result that a non-Muslim merchant who has positive attributes such as knowledge, honesty, industriousness, and time management will be richer than a Muslim merchant who is deprived of these attributes. Here, the unbeliever has not won over the Muslim person. Rather, Islamic virtues have prevailed over non-Islamic vices. The non-Muslim merchant succeeded precisely because they practiced the honesty and diligence commanded by Islam, while the Muslim merchant lagged behind by abandoning those very same principles.

The Israel-Palestine issue offers another profound perspective on this subject. Israel was founded when the Jews left Europe and came to Palestine. They said, "Our prophets and kings lived in these lands and they were buried in these lands. Therefore, this is our homeland and it is sacred to us," and they left their established order and comforts to migrate to the Middle East. They chose hardship over luxury for the sake of an ideal.

Muslims, on the other hand, visit European cities in convoys. They even leave Islamic countries and migrate to Christian countries to start a new life. Moreover, most of them do this not to spread Islam, but for a more comfortable and prosperous life. Even the number of Christian tourists visiting Jerusalem today significantly outnumbers the number of Muslim tourists. This contrast clearly reveals a shifting center of gravity in spiritual devotion and physical sacrifice.

Historically and spiritually, God gave the Jews who respected the memory of His prophets the opportunity to live in Palestine. He also gave them temporary success, as they demonstrated greater sincerity than the Muslims regarding the Palestinian issue. The Jews desired the holy land more than the Muslims at that specific juncture in history. It means that whoever is more sincere, Allah gives him success. Also, we can understand that the life of the state of Israel depends entirely on their continuation











[image: ]



[image: ]



[image: ]





d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
S MGOQW,M)M,M S
g

B
W
WHY DID ISLAMIC
[ COUNTRIES LAG BEHIND?

IS ISLAM NOT THE RIGHT RELIGION?






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png
-

-

-

7O





d2d_images/scene_break.png





