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			★ “Critical, respectful, and engaging.”

			—Kirkus Reviews, starred review of The Mayflower

			“A multifaceted resource for any school or library.”

			—Publishers Weekly on The Mayflower

			“Messner proves that she’s ready, willing, and entirely able to debunk almost everything you think you know.”

			—Booklist on The Mayflower

			“Gratifyingly capacious in what it covers.”
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			—Kirkus Reviews on Pearl Harbor

			“Informative and fun, eye-opening and entertaining.”

			—Chris Barton, award-winning author

			“I literally cannot keep History Smashers on my shelves!”

			—Lisa Berner, media specialist, Colonie, NY

			“My students are LOVING these!”

			—Kristen Wolforth Sturtevant, Rochester, NH

			“History Smashers are flying off my shelves!”

			—Katie Burns Wojtalewicz, Palatine, IL

			“Thank you for writing these ‘smashers’ that create enthusiastic readers!”

			—Jenny Volkmann McDonough, Rockville, MD

			“History is rarely simple, and Messner does an outstanding job of making complex topics engaging.”

			—Kirsten LeClerc, Asheville, NC

			“Absolutely love the mixture of graphics and jaw-dropping facts in these books!”

			—Steph McHugh, district book ambassador, and Mary Hamer, media specialist, Yorkville, IL
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			For Meghan Ennis and the readers of Cairo American College

		

	
		
			
				You’ve probably heard stories about ancient Egypt. Tales of golden-crowned pharaohs and linen-wrapped mummies. Hidden tombs with secret curses. A mysterious language that was lost—and then found. But only some of those stories are true.

				For centuries, archaeologists have been sifting through sand, trying to sort the history from the myths. Each new discovery adds another piece to the puzzle and offers a more complete look at the people of this ancient civilization. But there’s still much to learn.

				When we talk about ancient Egypt, we’re talking about a huge period of time. The age of the ancient Egyptians stretches from the first king to unify Egypt, around 3150 BCE, to when Egypt became part of the Roman Empire, in 30 BCE. During that span, hundreds of kings ruled Egypt, and the civilization flourished. This ancient culture gave the world one of its first writing systems, a twelve-month calendar, new practices in medicine and farming, and even early versions of board games and bowling. And then, of course, there’s the amazing architecture. Egyptian kings ordered craftspeople to build temples, tombs, and pyramids to preserve their legacies. Centuries later, when archaeologists uncovered those monuments and the artifacts preserved within them, stories of the ancient kings were excavated from beneath the desert sands as well.

				Ancient Egypt still fascinates people around the world. But along with that curiosity has come a lot of misinformation and even more questions. Did ancient Egyptians really build those pyramids? How could they have done it without modern technology? Who (or what) killed King Tut? And is it true there’s a curse on his tomb? Read on to unravel the mysteries of the ancient kings and queens and smash the myths of this civilization that lasted for more than 3,000 years.
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			One

			People of the Nile

			You might think a book about ancient Egypt would begin with the great pyramids and the kings who built them. But the main character in Egypt’s story isn’t a person—it’s a river. This civilization’s history begins with the Nile, the longest river in the world.

			Thousands of years ago, the climate of what is now Egypt began to change. Areas that once received regular rain dried out. Cattle herders who used to roam the land were forced to move to the Nile valley because it was the only place where water was available.
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					You’ll notice that Lower Egypt is in the north, at the top of this map, and Upper Egypt is in the south. That may seem upside down, but it makes perfect sense if you understand that the Nile was at the center of everything in Egyptian culture, and it runs from south to north. That’s why Upper Egypt is at the source of the Nile, while Lower Egypt is where the river empties into the Mediterranean Sea.

				
			
			Each summer, the Nile flooded, spilling over its banks. When the water receded, it left behind terrific, fertile soil for farming. Ancient Egyptians called their home Kemet, which translates to “the black lands,” and they referred to the dry land on either side of the valley as deshret, which means “red lands.” The entire community revolved around the Nile’s annual flood. People’s lives depended on it. If

			
				The Nile’s Calendar
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				Will the Real King of Egypt Please Stand Up?
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			TIMELINE OF ANCIENT EGYPT
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				Fuzzy Dates
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				So, Where Are the Pharaohs?
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