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About this book

One of the most effective ways to improve in a new language is through reading. When you read, you see how words and grammar are used in real situations. Over time, this helps you recognize patterns, understand new expressions, and build a larger vocabulary.

At the same time, many learners run into a common difficulty. Books written for native speakers are often far beyond a beginner's level. They may contain complex grammar, unfamiliar words, and long passages that make reading slow and frustrating. When the material is too difficult, it becomes hard to stay motivated.

This book is designed to provide a more accessible way to practice reading in English.

The stories in this collection are written specifically for learners. They aim to be interesting and engaging while still remaining clear and manageable. Instead of struggling through texts that feel overwhelming, you can focus on following the story and gradually improving your understanding of the language.

To support your learning, each story includes helpful features:

- Vocabulary lists that explain important or unfamiliar words

- Short summaries to help you follow the main events of the story

- Comprehension questions to encourage careful reading and reflection

- Stories that are divided into shorter sections so you can progress step by step

The goal of this book is to make reading in English both useful and enjoyable. As you move through the stories, you will encounter new vocabulary and sentence patterns while continuing to build confidence in your reading ability.

Whether you are just starting to read in English or looking for approachable material to strengthen your skills, this book is meant to help you continue improving one story at a time.

Building Your Reading Flow

Reading English can be an exciting way to explore the language, but it works best when approached with curiosity and focus rather than stress. The goal is to enjoy the story while gradually noticing new words, phrases, and patterns. This section offers a simple approach to help you get the most from each chapter.

Step 1: Set the scene

Before you start reading, take a moment to look at the chapter title and any illustrations. Imagine what might happen, who the characters are, or what challenges they might face. This small mental exercise prepares your mind to notice details and makes the story more engaging.

Step 2: Read freely

Read the chapter straight through without worrying about understanding every single word. Focus on following the action and feeling the story. Let your brain pick up patterns naturally - over time, you will recognize common expressions and sentence structures without even trying.

Step 3: Notice interesting language

After your first reading, think about words, phrases, or sentences that caught your attention. You do not need to memorize everything immediately. Look at these words in the vocabulary list and see how they appear in context. This helps you connect meaning with usage instead of memorizing in isolation.

Step 4: Reflect on the story

Pause and think about the events, characters, and plot. Try summarizing the chapter in your own words or imagine telling someone else what happened. This reflection strengthens your understanding and makes the language more memorable.

Step 5: Keep practicing

Return to the chapter later if you like, noticing how your understanding has improved. As you read more stories, you will see words and expressions repeat, and your confidence will grow. The key is to read consistently, enjoy the stories, and embrace small discoveries along the way.
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By following this approach, reading becomes a tool for both learning and enjoyment. Each story gives you another opportunity to explore English naturally, build your vocabulary, and feel more confident with the language.
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Chapter 1: A New Person in the Building
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Ryan lives alone in a small apartment. He is 32 years old and works at a store downtown. Every morning, he gets up at seven o'clock. He makes coffee, eats breakfast, and goes to work.

Ryan likes his life. He has a quiet daily routine. After work, he often goes home, makes dinner, and watches TV. Sometimes he reads a book.

One Monday, Ryan comes home from work. He walks up the stairs to the third floor. Then he sees many boxes outside the apartment next to his.

"Oh," he says. "Someone is moving in."

The apartment door is open. A woman is standing in the hallway. She is carrying a large box.

Ryan stops.

"Hi," he says.

The woman smiles.

"Hi," she says.

"Are you moving in here?"

"Yes, I am."

"Welcome."

"Thank you."

Ryan looks at the boxes.

"Do you have a lot of things?"

The woman laughs.

"Yes, a little too many."

"Do you need help?"

"That would be nice."

Ryan puts down his backpack. He picks up one of the boxes and carries it into the apartment.

"Thank you very much," the woman says.

"No problem."

They carry in more boxes. After a few minutes, the hallway is empty.

The woman wipes the sweat from her forehead.

"It looks much better now," she says.

Ryan nods.

"What's your name?"

"My name is Emma."

"Nice to meet you. My name is Ryan."

"Nice to meet you too."

Emma looks around the apartment.

"There is still a lot of work to do," she says.

"Yes, but you're almost finished with the boxes."

"That's true."

Ryan walks toward the door.

"Well, I'll let you unpack."

"Wait a moment," Emma says.

Ryan turns around.

"Yes?"

"Thank you for your help."

"You're welcome."

Emma smiles.

Ryan goes into his own apartment. He makes dinner, but he keeps thinking about the new neighbor.

Maybe life in the building will be a little more interesting now.

Chapter 1 Review

Ryan lives alone in a small apartment and has a quiet life filled with work, meals, and TV after work. One day, he comes home and sees that someone is moving into the apartment next door. He meets Emma, who has many boxes and needs help with the move. Ryan helps her carry the boxes into the apartment, and they introduce themselves to each other. Afterward, Ryan returns to his own apartment and thinks about his new neighbor while Emma continues unpacking.

Vocabulary

1. Apartment – A place where you live in a building

2. Alone – Without other people

3. Store – A place where you buy things

4. City center – The middle area of a city

5. Everyday life – Normal life and daily routines

6. Stairs – Steps you walk up or down

7. Box – A container for carrying or storing things

8. Move in – To start living in a new home

9. Hallway – A long area inside a building with doors

10. Lift / carry – To take something with your hands and move it

11. Stop – To not move or to end an action

12. Welcome – A friendly greeting for someone who arrives

13. Need – To have to have something or want help

14. Help – To do something for someone or with someone

15. Backpack – A bag you carry on your back

16. Carry – To hold something and move it somewhere

17. Empty – With nothing inside

18. Sweat – Liquid from your body when you are hot or working

19. Forehead – The part of your face above your eyes

20. Nod – To move your head up and down to say yes

21. Unpack – To take things out of boxes after moving

22. Neighbor – A person who lives near you, especially next door

Comprehension Questions

1. Where does Ryan live?

a. In a house outside the city

b. With his parents

c. In a small apartment

d. In a hotel
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2. Where does Ryan work?

a. At a school

b. In a store

c. At a cafe

d. In an office

3. What does Ryan see outside the apartment next door?

a. Many boxes

b. A bicycle

c. A dog

d. Many plants

4. What does Emma do when Ryan says hi?

a. She goes into the apartment

b. She looks at the floor

c. She closes the door

d. She smiles

5. What does Ryan ask Emma?

a. If she has children

b. If she needs help

c. If she likes the building

d. If she knows the neighbors

6. What does Ryan do with the boxes?

a. He carries them inside

b. He opens them

c. He moves them outside

d. He puts them in a car
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7. What is the new neighbor’s name?

a. Sara

b. Anne

c. Emma

d. Marie

8. What does Ryan think about after he goes home?

a. His job

b. His dinner

c. His holiday plans

d. The new neighbor
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