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				Introduction

			

		

		
			
				Well, after interviewing a big growly tiger and a massive bitey shark for the first two books in this series, I decided to go for something a bit more friendly and bouncy this time. You can’t get a beast with much more BOING than a kangaroo, and so that is where I started!

			

		

		
			
				I also wanted to talk to something CUTE and CUDDLY. And that’s when I discovered that Australia is full of these gorgeous animals called MARSUPIALS. So, I talked to the sweet koala and the funny wombat, and discovered that these animals have POUCHES. Well, all except one.
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				But then I interviewed some more marsupials and found out that they don’t all live in Australia, either! And lots of them have really wacky names like ‘quokka’ and ‘bandicoot’ and ‘cuscus’! Plus, not all marsupials are gentle and cuddly – there’s a thing called the Tasmanian devil. Do not ask for one of those as a pet! (Well, unless your sister is REALLY annoying.)

				Oh wait, hang on, you want to know how I can talk to animals? Well, easy! I invented the TRANIMALATOR – a machine to turn yaps, squawks and howls into words. Ha, clever me!

				So, only read this book if you can put up with animals that are sometimes RUDE, SILLY, SNARLY, NERVOUS, AMAZING, STRANGE and CLEVER. You have been warned…

			

		

		
			
				Wait, come back!i have some really good questions!
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				Interview with a 

			

		

		
			
				Red Kangaroo

			

		

		
			
				Here is one of the bounciest beasts on the planet. He’s from Australia, he has MASSIVE feet, he’s the largest marsupial of the lot, and a wallaby he is NOT… It’s the mighty RED KANGAROO!

			

		

		
			
				Q: Is it true you can’t walk?

				A: Well, yeah, I suppose we hop instead. Or maybe it’s a jump really cos we keep our feet together. Anyway, we are VERY springy.

				Q: That’s true. How far can you jump?

				A: Eight metres? Nine? I don’t really care!

				Q: Wow, nine metres is as long as a small bus! What else are kangaroos good at?

				A: Oh, wrestling mainly.
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				Red Kangaroo

			

		

		
			
				Q: Wrestling? What do you wrestle? Other animals?

				A: Oh no, mate, we don’t worry about them. OK, now and again a dingo or a big eagle will try and grab our kids for lunch but mostly they leave us alone cos we’re big and fast. No, fella, I’m talking about wrestling other roos.

				Q: Why do you do that?

				A: You sure ask a lot of questions! We males fight over the females, y’know. We want to be daddies. Well, actually we want to be THE DADDY, the boss, the BIG K.

				Q: But don’t you get biffed about?

				A: Yeah, sure, it’s all part of life. We grab, we claw, and we kick hard with two feet to show who’s toughest.

				Q: Er, this may be a daft question, but if you kick with two feet don’t you fall over?

				A: You’re right.

				Q: What, you do fall over?

				A: No, it was a daft question. We balance on our tails when we fight – they’re mega strong.

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				8

			

		

		
			
				Q: Ah, I see. Erm, it’s often REALLY hot here in Australia, so how do you survive?

				A: Yeah, some of us live in the desert where it’s hotter than a volcano’s belly… So we stay in the shade during the daytime and go out and about later when the sun sets. It’s much cooler then.

				Q: What do you eat?

				A: Plants, grass mainly.

				Q: Well, that was a quick answer! Er, what can you tell me about female kangaroos?

				A: They’re smaller than us, maybe half the weight? Then they have a pouch, of course…

				Q: A what?

				A: A pouch, where the joey stays when it’s little.

				Q: Joey? Is he your best pal?

				A: Oh boy, I need to do a LOT of explaining… OK, listen hard. A joey is a baby kangaroo. When they are born, they are weeny little red things, smaller than a grape!

				Q: You’re kidding! Aren’t you?

				A: No, s’true! The teeny joey climbs into the mother’s pouch where it can suckle – drink milk, y’know.

			

		

		
			
				I’m a wallaby

			

		

		
			
				I’m a kangaroo
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				Q: And the pouch is…?

				A: It’s like a big warm pocket on mum’s tum. The joey stays in there for months while it’s growing – for protection. They’re cuter than pickles when their little heads pop out.

				Q: Amazing! Are there any dangers for kangaroos? There seem to be a lot of you around.

				A: Right, there’s maybe 50 million of us in Oz – a lot more than humans! But yeah, there are still plenty of dangers – wildfires, droughts when it doesn’t rain for AGES, farmers with guns, snakes, and then there’s the big killer…

				Q: The big killer?

				A: Cars and trucks when we cross the road. Nasty.

				Q: Oh dear, let’s change the subject. What do you think of wallabies?

				A: I think they’re a LOT smaller than us. And not as fast. But they’re harmless enough.

				Q: Thank you, Mr K.

				A: OK, good, now hop it.
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				Interview with a 

			

		

		
			
				Wombat

			

		

		
			
				My next interview is with a cuddly creature who has little legs, a big bottom and lots of surprises. It’s the wacky and wonderful… WOMBAT!

			

		

		
			
				Q: If you could sum up what it’s like to be a wombat in one word, what would it be?

				A: Pardon.

				Q: If you could sum up – oh, hang on, was ‘pardon’ your word?

				A: Yes, we say it a lot. Mainly because we have, er, quite a lot of erm, wind.

				Q: Oh, right, I thought it was a door creaking somewhere… Anyway, can you tell me a few other things about yourself?

				A: We live in the forests and hills of Australia. We are strong, quite fast and very good diggers.

				Q: So, did you make all these burrows with your claws?

				A: That’s right, over fifty metres of tunnels and chambers. Not bad, eh?

				Q: Wow, there must be room for loads of wombats in there!

				A: No, just me – we mostly spend time on our own.
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