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About the Author

			How I became a Muslim

			I bear witness there is one God Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad (PBUH) is messenger of Allah (God). I grew up in the United States of America as a Christian, but after hearing the teachings of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad (PBUH) and Wallace D. Muhammad (PBUH), I became a Muslim and reverted in the faith called Islam.

			At the age 14, I had moved to New Haven, Connecticut to live with my Uncle Lenard Ward for a short period of time. While walking to the store I had met a young woman name Dawn Bird and we became friends. One day she invited me to meet her uncle and aunt who worked in the Muslim bakery. Then her uncle invited me to attend a meeting at Muhammad Temple in New Haven. So I went to Muhammad Temple where I sat in the front row of seats. A few minutes later a Minister came out to begin his lecture from the written words on a blackboard “Who will survive the war of Armageddon?” At the end of his lecture he ask the visitors who want to join the Nation of Islam. I did not join but I was thinking what was said in his lecture.

			A few weeks later, my friends and I had went to the public library. We meet a member of the Nation of Islam who had approached us with several library books. He began to tell us that the American Blackman were Muslims before being capture and brought to America to be sold into slavery. He further explain that the slaves brought to America was force to change their native names, language, culture, and religion. And he had the evidences from the books in the library to prove his claims. As we listen to the evidences, I became more curious with an open mind and desire to learn more about the religion of Islam.

			Finally hearing the teachings of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad for a second time at Muhammad Temple #7 in New York City, I had decided to join the Nation of Islam. I had seen many retail stores own and operated by the Muslims community while going to school on the NY city bus passing by Muhammad Temple #7. Then one night I was invited to have dinner at the Muslim Salaam Restaurant by Brother Kenneth and Gregory of the Grant Housing Projects. When we arrive at Muhammad Temple #7 instead of going into the restaurant, they had escorted me inside the Temple and I sat in the front row seat again. The end of story. 

			As-Salaam- Alaikum (peace be on to you).

			[image: ]

			Former member of the Nation of Islam

			Da’ood Abu Musa

			(Darryl Wright)

			



	

Preface of the Book

			Religion is the most disputed subject in the United States of America. Nearly all of us had inherited religious ideas taught by our parents. We tend to be well satisfied with our beliefs whether we have evidence can support our claims. Often we never examine our scriptures to realize whether the written words are true or false. Occasionally, we attempt to impose our faith on others and argue with those who reject our beliefs. Differ claims are made by different religions and people who are not of the same faith. There are many scriptures around the world as there are religions such as Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, Shinto, and Judaism. No person can justify their beliefs by a particular scripture without a serious argument? For words in a written text book can be alter or change by any person. What evidences do any person have to support their claims other than the words in their scripture? 

			God reveal the same message to all of his prophets and made no distinction between their books. The Torah was revealed to the prophet Moses for the children of Israel, the Palms was revealed to the prophet David, the Gospel (Good News) was revealed to the prophet Jesus for the Gentiles of Rome and Greece, and the Holy Qur’an was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) over 1400 years for every nation of people on earth. Those who read or recite the Holy Qur’an are called Muslims and Islam is their way of life or religion. The purpose of this book not to justify any particular religious scripture, rather to increase awareness to realize that scriptures needs interpretation to understand the representations of ideas that have secret symbolic meanings. From the book of Genesis to the book of Revelation the Bible is full of symbolism in terms of representations of ideas which had led many Christians far away from reality and further into paganism. The Christian Bible (New Testament) focus and center on the life of Jesus in terms of a myth (fairy tale story) to explain the existence of God and human nature. Whereas the Holy Qur’an focus on the science of everything in life to explain the existence of God and human nature. 

			Once upon a time tyrant leaders and dictators persecuted people who were not of the same faith. Often people were sentence to death without a fair hearing and others were sent to jail for false crimes that never happen. People of different faiths came to United States of America to escape religious persecution. So many people of different faith came to America that in order to keep the peace our government called for the separation of church and state. The Constitution of the United States of America grant every person protection against those who wish to impose their faith upon others. Every person is granted freedom of religion, freedom of the press, and freedom of speech by the Bill of Rights written in the American Constitution. America is not a Christian nation; the United States of America is the Free World. No member in our government can decide the religion for the entire country. No member in our government can force us to worship a certain deity. No member in our government can impose a certain prayer in public schools. No member in our government can force us to worship on a certain day. No member in our government can ban any person of a different faith from holding public office in our government, public employment, public schools, military service, or public hospitals

			



	

Mystery of the Bible

			The knowledge of the book

			The Christian Bible is the most misunderstood text book around the world. For thousands of years many Christians and their organizations had disputed over how the Bible should be understood. Although all Christians read the same scriptures, different views of the Bible had led to many denominations of Christianity including the Roman Catholics, Greek Orthodox, Evangelicals, Angelica, Baptists, Methodists, Protestants, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Pentecostal, Seven Days Avengers, Mormons, Jehovah Witness, Amish, and a few others. Some Christians and their organizations claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ (PBUH) of the Bible should be understood exactly as it says word for word in a literal sense. Other Christians and their organizations claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ (PBUH) of the Bible should be understood by some method of interpretation. 

			The Bible originate by the collection of many smaller books beginning with five books of Moses (Musa) 3,500 years ago, then other books written by several different men were gradually added over different period of time. Bible means the collection of many books. By the authority of the Christian church sixty-six (66) smaller books were collected and put together to make up the Christian Bible. The list of books accepted and included in the Christian Bible is called the “Canon”. The list of books rejected and excluded from the Christian Bible were put into a separate collection of writings called “Apocrypha”. The Christian Bible is made up of an Old Testament (Hebrew Scripture) and a New Testament (Greek Scripture). The Old Testament (Hebrew Scripture) was written thousands of years before the birth of Jesus (PBUH) and the New Testament (Greek Scripture) was written nearly a hundred years after the death of Jesus (PBUH). None of the books of the Bible were written by Jesus Christ (Yeshua).

			The Old Testament of the Christian Bible (Hebrew Scripture) is made up of thirty-nine (39) smaller books; the five (5) books of law (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy), the books of Prophets (Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, etc.), and the books of Writings (Psalm, Proverbs, Job, Song, Era, and other books). Twenty four (24) smaller books of the Christian Bible was borrow from the ancient Hebrew Scriptures, except more books were added to make thirty-nine (39) smaller books of the Old Testament and the order of the books were changed. 

			The New Testament of the Christian Bible (Greek Scripture) is made up of twenty-seven (27) smaller books; the four (4) books of the life of Jesus called the Gospels (Mathew, Mark, Luke, John), the works of the apostles called the Book of Acts, twenty one (21) books from the letters sent to the earlier churches written by St. Paul and other early Christian writers called the Epistles (letters), and the book of prophecies of the last days before judgment called Revelation or Apocalypse of St. John. When the early church began conflict grew between the Children of Israel (Jews) and the European Gentiles of Greece. The Greeks who settle in the Holy land refuse to obey the Mosaic Laws written in the Hebrew Scriptures which constitutes the culture of the Children of Israel (Jews). As conflict grew, Paul of Tarsus resolved the conflict between the Children of Israel (Jews) and the Gentiles of Greece (Europeans). By the process of interpolation the Hebrew Scripture was revised and rewritten into a New Testament (Greek Scripture) to make a distinction between the teachings of Judaism and the teachings of Jesus (Yeshua). Interpolation means to take out and add into. Words was taken out of the Old Testament then added into a new text book called the New Testament, except the original message of the ancient prophets was change to fit into the pagan ideas of the Gentiles of early Greece and Rome. After the leaders of the Christian church accepted the New Testament, they argue to toss the Hebrew Scriptures out of their new religion called Christianity. Eventually, the Hebrew Scripture were kept and save as the Old Testament of the Christian Bible, except under Roman jurisprudence (laws) the Mosaic laws of the ancient Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) were done away and Christians were no longer obligated to practice the Mosaic Law. 

			The Bible was translated into more languages, and more times than any other scripture around the world. The five books of Moses (Musa) was originally written in the Aramaic language then other books were written in the Hebrew language. Aramaic is an Afro-Asiatic language also known as ancient Egyptian Arabic. Arabic and Hebrew are dialects of the Aramaic language which was spoken by Abraham (Ibrahim), Moses (Musa), Jesus (Isa), the tribe of Judah, and those who live around Jerusalem, the Holy land. Before the Bible was translated into other languages, the Aramaic name for God Elah (Allah) appeared in the ancient Hebrew Scriptures 37 times. Christians and Jews in Jerusalem called God by the Aramaic name Elah which correspond to the Arabic name Allah. 

			In 285 B.C. the Septuagint was written in the Greek language. The Greeks wanted a version of the Bible for the Greek speaking people. The Gentiles of Greece who settle in Palestine could not read nor understand the Aramaic and Hebrew language. Therefore, the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) was translate into Greek language. The New Testament or Gospel (Good News) was not written by Jesus (Yeshua). Nor was Jesus (Yeshua) born yet. 

			In 382 A.D. the Vulgate was written in the Latin language. A Roman Catholic Monk by the name Jerome translated the Greek version of the Bible into the Roman Latin language. The Romans did not understand the Greek version of the Bible, and therefore the Greek version was translated in the Roman Latin language. The Roman Latin version of the Bible known as the Vulgate became the standard scriptures for the Roman Catholic Church. The New Testament of the Christian Bible was originally written in the Greek language.

			In 1385 A.D. Wycliffe Bible was written in the English language. Earlier English version of the Christian Bible were written in fragments by William Tyndale and other writers. John Wycliffe was the first to translate the Old Testament and New Testament into the English language from the Roman Latin version of the Christian Bible. John Wycliffe spend many years arguing against the Roman Catholic Church which he believe their teachings is contrary to the Bible. In the latter, John Wycliffe and William Tyndale was kill for translating the Bible in English.

			In 1611 A.D. the King James Bible was written in the English language. The King James Authorize version of the Christian Bible was written for the Anglican Church of England. Several translators work on the King James Bible from earlier versions including the Wycliffe Bible, Tyndale Bible, Mathews Bible, Great Bible, Geneva Bible, Bishop Bible, Douay-Rheims Bible; as well as the Hebrew and the Greek Scriptures. Protestant Reformers had produced the Geneva Bible of 1560 that influence the King James Version. The King James Version of the Bible is widely used by Protestant Christians in UK and America. Evangelicals, Baptists, Methodism, Lutheranism, and Presbyterianism are denominations of the Protestants Church of England. 

			The Bible needs some interpretation to be understood. Language is a method of communication which enables us to share our thoughts and feelings. As a system of communication, language depend on the interpretation of words which correspond to objects, events, and relationships; as well as ideas and experiences for which it represent or stand for. To interpret means to explain the meanings. Often the Bible is read with little or practically no interpretation to grasp the meanings of the words. At the back of ordinary books, words are clearly defined by a glossary to explain the meanings. Unlike ordinary books, the Bible have verses that contains literal meanings, symbolic meanings, and parallel meanings. We communicate to be understood by spoken and written words. But not all communication use spoken or written words. A picture is worth a thousand words and is the most effective method of communication than any spoken or written language. Without spoken or written words we communicate within ourselves by thinking of our ideas and experiences; and without spoken or written words we can communicate with others by various types of sign language. Signs and symbols are words as well as a language. A sign is anything which suggests a message to the mind. And a symbol is anything that represent something else. Therefore a word is anything that conveys a message.

			Literal meanings of words correspond to objects, events, and relationships as well as ideas and experience for which it represents or stand for. For example, the book of Law of the Old Testament of Bible was given Moses for the Children of Israel. The Bible says “And the swine (pork), because it divided the hoof, yet chew not the cub, it is unclean unto you; ye shall not eat of their flesh, nor touch their dead carcasses. (Bible, Deuteronomy 14:8). The written words means exactly what it says in a literal sense “thou should not eat pork”. 

			Symbolic meanings of words correspond to objects, events, or relationships which serves as signs and symbols to represents our ideas and experiences by means of association, resemblance, or comparison. For example, the ancient writers of scripture used the term serpent to represent a deceiver. The Bible says “Of all creatures the serpent is the most subtle creature of the earth” (Bible, Genesis). In a literal sense, a serpent is a creature with a long sender legless body, tiny pin point eyes, and a fork shape tongue. Since the inner actions of a deceiver (a person) closely resemble the nature of a serpent, the ancient writers substituted a mental image or picture of a serpent which serve as a sign or symbol to represent a deceiver. A deceiver appears to be righteous person like a serpent which appear to be an upright tree branch. A deceiver appears to be speaking the truth like a serpent with a fork shape tongue. And a deceiver appears to be on the straight path like a serpent which crawls or wobble on its belly in the dirty mud leaving a crooked path.

			Parallel meanings of words correspond to objects, events, or relationships for which it represents or stand for, but carry additional meanings to represent our ideas and experiences by means of association, resemblance, or comparison. For example, the allegorical story of life of Jesus have parallel meanings. The life of Jesus is made up of a combination of fictional events and historical events that represent a secret message. Even if all the events or miracles in the life of Jesus were true, the fictional and historical events are representations of ideas that serves as signs or symbols that conveys a hidden message of moral and spiritual concerns.

			The Bible needs some interpretation to understand the representations of ideas that have secret symbolic meanings in terms of the allegorical stories, picture-imagery, metaphors, parables, sayings, and fables. The most complicated message to explain is that which is unseen of the spiritual world except by representations of ideas in terms of something known in the natural world. The ancient writers of the Bible explained the reality of God and human nature by representations of ideas in the natural world that serves as signs or symbols in terms of objects, events, and relationships. By their observation of the natural world, the ancient writers of scriptures compared the similarities between inner actions of human nature and the nature of things. Since inner actions of human nature closely resemble the nature of things as well as the biological actions of plants and animals, the ancient writers substituted signs and symbols in the natural world to represent their message. Symbolism is the art to convey a message by representations of ideas that serves as signs and symbols in terms of something known from our common experiences or from our observations of things in the natural world. From the book of Genesis to the book of Revelations the Bible is full of symbolism to convey a message of moral and spiritual concerns. 

			Allegorical stories are representation of ideas that have secret symbolic meanings in terms fictional narrative events that use names of real people, places, and things that serves as signs and symbols in the natural world. For example, the story of Adam and Eve is an allegorical to represents the origin and makeup of human nature and human society. The Bible has three types of allegorical stories; character story, atmosphere story, and plot story. Character stories emphasis the character, atmosphere stories emphasis the settings, and plot stories emphasis the plot. Each story have ongoing events that continues until a conflict occur between two opposing forces that ends as a solution called the climax. Often the conflict between two opposing forces includes truth vs falsehood, good vs evil, or injustice vs justice. Whether the moral or spiritual meanings of the allegorical stories are known or unknown, we cannot deny the Bible needs interpretations to understand the secret symbolic meanings in terms of Adam and Eve, Cain and Able, Noah and the Ark, Samson and Delilah, David and Goliath, and the Life of Jesus Christ. 

			Picture-imageries are representation of ideas that have secret symbolic meanings in terms mental images (picture) of somethings (objects, plants, animals) that serves as signs and symbols in the natural world. The mental images of things resemble the subject which one remembers or imagine. For example, the image of the sheep resemble those who wanders away and go astray without a sherped to guide them. The image of a serpent resemble a deceiver who speak with a fork tongue to deceive its prey. Whether the moral and spiritual meanings of the picture imageries are known or unknown, we cannot deny the Bible needs some interpretation to understand the secret symbolic meanings in terms of the serpent, the sheep, the goat, the lamb, the pale white horse, the beast, the dragon, and the vine. 

			Metaphors are representation of ideas have secret symbolic meanings in terms of direct comparisons between the subject and the nature of things (objects, plants, animals, and forces of nature) that serves as signs and symbols in the natural world. Except the word “like or as” is not written in the statement. For example, God is love (Bible, John 5:29), God is light, God is Life, Jesus said “I am the light of the world”, and Jesus said I am the good shepherd. Whether the moral or spiritual meanings of the metaphors are known or unknown, we cannot deny the Bible needs some interpretation to understand the secret symbolic meanings. 

			Parables are representation of ideas that have secret symbolic meanings in terms of comparisons (analogy) between the subject and something known by the nature of things or the character of a person that serves as signs and symbols in the natural world. Except the word “like or as” is written in the statement. For example, Jesus said “the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed.” Rather than speaking directly in
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