
Series of work by the same author:

Perilous Times 

In Pursuit of God 

The Holy Spirit 

The Disciple of God 

Deliverance 

Crossroads to Freedom 

The Kingdom of God 

The Prophetic 

Apologetics

The Vine

End-Time Remnant

Pitfalls and Dangers Part One: Deceptions and Entanglements 

––––––––

This is a distributed edition from Avishua Ministries. 

The author’s intellectual property rights are protected by international Copyright law. You are licensed to use this digital copy strictly for your personal enjoyment only: it must not be redistributed or offered for sale in any form.

Scriptures quotes from the New Kings James Bible, Amplified, and the New International Version.

www.authorriaan.co.za


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Serpent that devours

Eating from the tree of life, not knowledge

Entangled by the world

The Game of Crowns

Awards in Revelation

Dark crown of self-rule

To be a god

We need to make a choice

Do not turn back to Egypt

Quenching the fire of the Holy Spirit

Cessation vs Continuation

Apostasy of the Word of Faith Movement

Prosperity doctrine and tithing

Giving and Tithing

True prosperity of dwelling in God

The fallacy of hyper-grace

Deception of the oneness of Trinity

The reality of the spiritual realm

Perilous times of Simony

Be alert and keep guard of the divine deposit

Sign up for Riaan Engelbrecht's Mailing List

Also By Riaan Engelbrecht

About the Author

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Serpent that devours
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WE ARE CALLED TO WALK in life, yet the devil wants us to walk in death. It is that simple. These are perilous times.

And the choice has always been presented. It was presented in the Garden when Adam and Eve chose the way of the serpent. Yes, the ancient serpent [ancient dragon] has sought, since his fall out of heaven, to devour and to poison. We read in Genesis 3 that the serpent was craftier than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made.

The devil is crafty, but also lethal. A big mistake the church makes is to dismiss the devil. It is because we have done so that so many believers are battling to walk in life for the devil always presents a glamorous option, yet his carnal alternative only leads to death.

Yes, Jesus disarmed him on the cross, but the devil is still allowed to operate in the world until his final time of judgment dawns. And up to then, since the days of the Garden of Paradise, the Serpent also called the Destroyer and the Father of Lies will continue to deceive, to manipulate, to scheme, to kill and to steal.

This is the work of the Serpent – to steal, to lie and to kill. He is the master of deception, illusion and trickery. He is the master of killing people spiritually. He is the master of stealing people’s joy, life, spiritual strength, vision, focus, and hope. For those who truly walk with Jesus and abide in the Presence of the Living God, they are safe from the works of the devil – but for those who are not completely and utterly in the will of the Father, the devil will keep on deceiving and cheating and tricking people to rebel and revolt against God.

We need to understand one thing very carefully. Just as God raises up sons and daughters of righteousness to walk in His fullness and power, so the Serpent also works “tirelessly” to raise sons and daughters who will deceive, to steal, to destroy and to kill others.

For some, they choose to follow Satan as their god and so become willing disciples. For others, it is a process of subtle manipulation, trickery, confusion and deception which causes people not to follow God but to follow the world. You see, Satan’s great task is to get people NOT to worship God directly. In the end, we may say we don’t serve Satan outright, but if we live for the world and its pleasures and thus walk in idolatry, we are then not following God but indirectly become a servant of the Serpent. 

We are called not to serve the world, but to seek God’s Kingdom. 1 John 2: 15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.

You see, there are MANY ways to walk in the devils’ ways, thus death. This includes idolatry, sin, iniquity and believing his lies and deceptions.

The Serpent has his army of subordinate demons (Ephesians 6) of various ranks who influence people every day. But he is also looking for sons and daughters [humans] who will do his bidding – directly or indirectly. As humans, by our flesh and blood, we have legal ground to operate in the earthly dimensions. So Satan needs more than just demons for his work – he needs people of flesh and blood to operate legally within the earth to destroy, to kill and to deceive.

This is the work of the Serpent – he is vile, poisonous, cruel, manipulative, cold and brutal in his attack and operation. He has been defeated and cannot operate in the lives of those who stand under the Blood of the Lamb, yet for those who stand outside the Blood – believer or pagan – he has the full right to continue his manipulation and oppression. 

Several years ago, the Lord one day showed me prophetically the image of a giant serpent swallowing a man. I was made to understand the Serpent was the Devil, and the man represented mankind. At this very moment in our time, the Serpent is more than ever busy destroying this world, devouring and killing. 

It should also be noted that the Church, which has the authority to counter and defeat the serpent's purposes, is today divided and slumbering, for the Church has become embroiled in the world, focused on the tangible and the Self rather than being Kingdom-minded.

We need to understand that a serpent [specifically a large one like an anaconda or a boa constrictor] will only attempt to swallow large prey, such as a human, when the prey has been neutralised – meaning posing no longer a threat. The snake will thus use any means, such as constricting the prey, until the prey loses consciousness and maybe even dies. Only then will the snake begin to swallow, thus devouring, and once devoured, the process of digesting begins.

So the Lord revealed this is the way and operation of the snake. The devil seeks to first neutralise the threat of the Church by leading people away from God [deception in the forms of false teachings, idolatry, love for the world], because if someone walks in the authority of the Blood of Jesus, then he or she becomes the serpent’s greatest threat.

Then we get the process of constriction – the Serpent seeks to cut off man’s spiritual oxygen supply so that man becomes passive, restrained, and lethargic and spiritually in a state of comatose. The serpent will do this through seducing believers to become once again entrapped by this world, by the desires of the Self and by sin. 

He achieved his goal with Adam and Eve. He tried it with Jesus but failed. He tried his luck with Judas, and he tormented Job. Paul writes in "Galatians 5: It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery." Jesus reminds us in Matthew 11 that we must take our burdens to Him and not be burdened anymore by this world, for the worries and anxiety of this world also suffocate us from walking in faith and trust.

Satan has a bag full of tricks to lead people away from God. He plays on man’s ego, on his pride, on his physical senses, on his mind, and on his emotions just so that man will eventually not follow God but will resist, rebel and revolt. We were warned to resist the devil and to pursue the Lord (James 4:7). 

We must guard against being led away - we must follow our true Shepherd, listen to His voice, for in God is healing, life, light, love and hope.

This is thus the work of the devil – the serpent – he constricts us and tries to paralyse us spiritually. The more we resist and quench the Spirit, and the more we resist in our submission to the Lord's Will, the greater the danger of succumbing to the snares and enticements of the serpent.

The serpent cannot be toyed with, even though he has been disarmed on the cross. He is still dangerous when we listen to his lies and deceptions. It is dangerous when we toy with sin and try to justify our actions, for this leads to iniquity. It is dangerous when we toy with rebellion, idolatry and spiritual adultery. 

The more we toy with the Leviathan [Serpent], we will end up getting dragged to the bottom of his pit to find ourselves being drawn deeper into his deception and spiritual darkness. Thus into the pit of death. The Lord is light and truth, and so we must remain true to the Lord by walking and worshipping in Spirit and Truth.

The process of constriction is also a gradual one, to prevent a person from posing a spiritual threat. The work of the serpent is thus a gradual one as he sows doubt, fear and confusion, causing its prey to become disoriented and disheartened. 

A loss of spiritual oxygen ultimately leads to a loss of spiritual vision and discernment. This leads to greater confusion, doubt, and double-mindedness, which open the door to fear, insecurity and ultimately, a loss of faith, hope and love.

Such is the work of the serpent - we need to remain on guard.

Consider what happens to a person whose oxygen supply is cut off, resulting in a lack of oxygen to the brain. It leads to a state of comatose and a gradual loss of life throughout the body. 

The work of the serpent is one of death and disillusionment. Such is the work of the serpent – to lead us astray so that we breathe not spiritual oxygen of the Lord but are vulnerable to the pollution and the poison of the world. A lack of spiritual oxygen eventually leads to spiritual slumber, to become dull in our spiritual senses, which leads us to become vulnerable to all kinds of spiritual attacks from the enemy. The serpent seeks to defile us and ultimately defile the entire Body of Christ through his devious schemes and barbarity.

God calls his people to be spiritual watchmen – to watch and to be vigilant against the ways of the enemy. The work of the serpent seeks to nullify the watchmen, for a lack of spiritual oxygen causes a lack of awareness, alertness and vigilance. Thus, we have been called to continuously pray to guard against a state of slumber.

And once we lose focus, spiritual vision and determination - often leading to apostasy and back-sliding - we find ourselves drawn deeper in the serpent’s grasp by a process of being swallowed and thus being devoured. And then lastly, when we are in the bosom and the belly of the ancient serpent, we will be digested.

A process of digestion means becoming part of another being. As we, therefore, get swallowed and devoured, we find ourselves being digested so that our nature, our being, and our essence become one with the serpent.

Such is the danger of the way of the serpent. We need to remain vigilant, and we need to keep close to our Lord Jesus.

God calls us to be like Him in image – do we think the devil also doesn’t want people to become like him in image? And this is what the Serpent does – he devours and digests so that people will “look” and “mimic” and act like the serpent and operate in his domain of darkness and deception.

Such is the work of the Serpent. He constricts, then devours and digests, for spawning vipers that will act and behave as he does. Such is his work and such is his plans.

The work of the Lord, however, is one of life, hope, faith and love. We need to thus abide in the Lord, seek Him, remain true unto Him for then we shall be free in the Spirit and prosper in His delight and majesty. We shall then soar like eagles and trample on the head of the serpent.

God cannot be mocked. Satan cannot be fooled. There is a war for our souls, and there is a spiritual battle for dominion over man. We are either going to follow God by submitting to His will, or we are going to end up being used like a puppet by the devil. 2 Timothy 2:19: Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”

So the devil – the serpent –constricts us, paralysing us spiritually when we seek not the Lord but we follow after the world. The more we resist the Spirit, and the more we resist in our submission to His Will, the greater the danger of us moving away from God and His protection and refuge.

Depending on the depth of how far we have wandered away from the Lord’s will, this will determine how far we have progressed to becoming spiritually cold and dead.  The more we rebel and the revolt, the colder and barren it becomes within our spirit. 

And once we grow dead inside, we receive not the oxygen from heaven; we then become paralysed in our spiritual operation and fortitude.

The good news of course the Lord can bring anything to life – if it is bringing our spirit, soul or body to life. This was proven by the prophecy of Ezekiel 37 regarding the Valley of Dry Bones. Where the Spirit of the Lord moves, as seen in Genesis 1, there is life where there was chaos, and there is light where there was darkness. God is Life, and we need to remain in Him to walk in Life. Glory!

History sadly attests that the Serpent has been very good at leading people away from the Lord – he has been devouring and digesting for a long time, spawning children like vipers to go into the world and to poison and to deceive and to kill and to maim and to destroy.

Do we understand this? Satan seeks followers, just like God. He wants to digest so that we can become pawns of his plans and schemes. He wants people to become like vipers – poisonous, dangerous, and lethal.  He wants followers who will eventually lead others away from God, who thus, by such action, become vipers by a process of constriction. As they lead people away from God, they, in their devious ways and schemes, cause others to become deprived of spiritual oxygen.

Such is the work of the Serpent. He constricts, then devours and digests, for spawning vipers that will act and behave as he does. Such is his work and such are his plans.

In Matthew 23, Jesus spoke seven woes against a religious mindset that was manifesting through the scribes, like the Pharisees and Sadducees.  

We read in “Matthew 3:7 But when he [Jesus] saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee and escape from the wrath and indignation [of God against disobedience] that is coming?”

Jesus called them a brood of vipers because in Matthew 23, He demonstrates how they, by operating in deception and religion, causes others not to find God [thus they became workers of the Serpent by constriction].  Satan is devious. He uses false ideas, thoughts, teaching, systems and institutions to lead people astray. Religion, philosophy, and political ideologies have caused many to stumble and fall in their spiritual journey. The Serpent has been hard at work to corrupt man, his thoughts, his emotions and his spiritual outlook.

Jesus exposes the work of Satan in Matthew 23, for here the Serpent uses religion to deceive and to corrupt. Still today, more people are following a religion, and not the true and living God. 

He says to the Scribes: You snakes! You brood of vipers! There are indeed many who have, over the ages, fallen into this category – be it religious leaders, academics, scholars, politicians, or just general workers of deception – who have shut up the Kingdom by advocating wickedness, evil, deception and lies.

Satan has always tried to destroy God’s Truth in the heart and mind and spirit of man, and he succeeds, for we listen not to God. If we submit not to the Lord’s Will, we are rebellious. If we fail to listen to the Spirit of God, we then listen ultimately to the Father of Lies.

Such is the work of the Serpent.

The true followers are called to make disciples of God. Just so, the little vipers [spawns of the Serpent] indirectly or directly will make disciples of Satan through their treachery, deviousness and lies.

Remember, even an atheist serves the purpose of Satan, for he leads people away from God. Even an academic, who teaches against God’s Truths and Laws, serves the purpose of the Serpent, even though he doesn’t have any affiliation or affection for the ancient lord of darkness.

The following was said by Jesus in “Matthew 12: 33 Either make the tree sound (healthy and good), and its fruit sound (healthy and good), or make the tree rotten (diseased and bad), and its fruit rotten (diseased and bad); for the tree is known and recognised and judged by its fruit. 34 You offspring of vipers! How can you speak good things when you are evil (wicked)? For out of the fullness (the overflow, the superabundance) of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good man from his inner good treasure flings forth good things, and the evil man out of his inner evil storehouse flings forth evil things. 36 But I tell you, on the day of judgment, men will have to give account for every idle (inoperative, nonworking) word they speak. 37 For by your words you will be justified and acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned and sentenced.”

It is, therefore, clear that we must remain mindful that we will remain wicked at heart when we walk not in the fruits of the Spirit, by which we glorify and give praise to God. Even though we speak good things, but manifest not the fruits of the Spirit, we are evil, for then we ultimately serve the Serpent and not God.

Any person who in any way promotes not the full and unadulterated and uncompromising truth of God, in one way or another, shuts the Kingdom’s gates to people and will lead them astray. 

Whatever their religious affiliation, they therefore directly serve the purposes of Satan.

We are ONLY serving the true Lord of Heaven when we come under the Blood of Jesus and thus stand under the Covenant. This is the only time that we have been made righteous.

It says in Romans 3 that there is no righteousness when we have not been washed by the Blood, meaning to serve and follow the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Indeed, if we are not in God, then we are in the world. It doesn’t matter if we are atheists, philosophers, academics, or whatever we believe or profess; if we are not under the Blood [Covenant], we then fall under a canopy of darkness.

We need to, therefore, abide in the Lord Jesus, stay by His side, know Him, and know His voice for this Shepherd truly desires to lead us to green pastures and quiet rivers (Psalm 23).

The devil wants to lead us down dark paths of self-destruction and death, yet those who seek the Lord and His Truth and Ways shall be rescued.

For David wrote in “Psalm 30:3 You, Lord, brought me up from the realm of the dead; you spared me from going down to the pit”. And also “Psalm 40:2 He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.”

Yes, God is our deliverer and our life, so abide in Him to prosper and to grow spiritually! (John 15). 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Eating from the tree of life, not knowledge
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TO USE AN ALLEGORY, the righteous is like a tree standing by a river (Psalms 1). 

Such a tree needs to draw enough nutrients and water from good soil so that its roots and branches would be healthy (life). Once the root system of a tree is healthy, then the tree in appearance will be healthy and will carry good fruit. When a tree's fruits are bad or when a tree falls due to a strong wind (spiritually implying the winds of deception), then the answer lies with the root.

Perennial and feeder roots are there to anchor a tree, to take in nutrients and water, to store such food and to distribute such essentials. 

A proper root system can only grow stronger and develop wider if the soil it rests in is also healthy. A proper root system is what anchors and feeds us, so it is how the Word and Spirit of God refine our character, our belief system, our truths and our passions. 

Through trials, tribulations and suffering, our roots are made stronger. Through submission, obedience and humility, our soil becomes richer. Through God's guidance and truths, our branches are pruned and the network kept at the optimal shape. By allowing the light of Jesus to shine in and through us, and therefore absorbing His energy and healing, we grow and live and become stronger (called in biology photosynthesis).

This all leads to life and life in abundance!

We look at the world and the church today, and we see unhealthy fruits, unhealthy root systems and rotting branches. To get to the truth, we need to dig through the soil of history and discover where the roots have been damaged and the cause of their illness. For the church to be restored, her dead branches have to be pruned, dead roots uprooted, and then fed by the spiritual water and nutrients of God. 

A healthy tree, meaning a healthy root system and branches, means a tree that can stand against deceptions and the storms of life. It can stand against the onslaughts of death.  

To continue with the analogy, the strategy and will of God, which is always to give Him all the glory, is so precisely illustrated in the Garden of Eden. God still wishes for us to eat from the Tree of Life, which is JESUS. 

The Tree of Life feeds us, and it is this same tree that is spoken about in Revelation that will feed all nations one day. This Tree bears the holy fruit, nourishing us to draw closer to the Father and to abide in Him. This Tree, therefore, has the perfect root system and provides oxygen, strength and shelter. We are again referring here to abide in Jesus so that the fruit of the Holy Spirit will be evident in us.

By eating from the Tree, we partake in the New Covenant by becoming part of the Tree, thus becoming part of the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus. The Tree is the Way, Truth and Life.

It is guarded by the Spirit and by the Word. For those who seek God, they will find the Tree of Life, thus abiding in Spirit and Truth and abiding in the Father. For in that state is the Sabbath rest, as we submit and surrender to His will.

The Tree of Life (Jesus) is the blessing and our sustenance. Let us remember that as we are called to lead the people back to the Son, we are ultimately leading them back to the Father.

The strategy of the devil is for man to eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. It is the way of darkness, sin and bondage. It is the way of meaningless knowledge beyond GOD. 

It is the way of the flesh and of a curse. It is the way of pride, for Adam and Eve ate under the impression they will become more in knowledge like God, not realising they already had the mind of God. 

Satan, therefore, desires man to eat from this tree, shunning the Tree of Life, thus the practice of paganism is born. Satan urges man to seek knowledge beyond the realms of the Spirit and therefore answers in a false reality and a false idea of reality. As men eat from this tree, his own roots will wither and die; therefore man is stripped of spiritual life. 

Since the beginning of mankind, the spiritual struggle has either been for man to eat from the Tree of Life and live or for man to eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil and die spiritually. 

For those who seek the Tree of Life, they find their answers and meaning in God. For those who seek it beyond the true God, their answers are born solely in the realm of the soul and flesh, void of the spirit.

For those eating from the Tree of Knowledge, they will forever search for true meaning for they shun the Tree of Life, therefore Spirit and Truth that abides in the spiritual realm. 

One can only be engaged with the spiritual realm when divinity restores such a spiritual connection. To enter the spiritual realm, there has to be a true acceptance of such an existence and therefore of such divinity. 

This is salvation through the acceptance of Jesus or damnation through obedience to Satan. No other true form of divine religion exists.  The truth lies in the spiritual realm, yet man has sought to master the realms of the soul and flesh to gain understanding. 

This only leads down a path of disillusionment and hopelessness. True morality, pure human substance and the Creator's nature lie in the realms of the divine, not in the temporal and the changing natural world.

The strategy of the saints, therefore, begins with a choice. It involves either leading the world back to the Tree of Life or keeping on feeding the roots of the Tree of Knowledge that are already deeply embedded for thousands of years in our societies.

It is GOD's way or Satan’s way. There is no other option.

Satan's strategy may seem simple, but as will be shown, he has implemented it so subtly and so masterfully. Yet, God is King and His Son died so that our roots as a Bride can be made whole and healthy, so that the sons and daughters of the Living God will bear healthy fruit. 

God has given His children the authority to uproot bad roots and to set free the captives in darkness (Jeremiah 1). 

Jesus has given us the authority and truth to lead people out of ignorance and spiritual blindness (as long as the leader himself can see). 

The challenge however, remains for so many saints to return themselves first to the Tree of Life, thus turning their backs to the Tree of Knowledge. 

It all begins on an individual level, as the Spirit and the Word call us to examine our roots, fruits and branches. 

We must allow the mighty Gardener to make us healthy and strong. As such, we need humility and a contrite spirit, willing for Jesus to become the true leader in our lives.

Tragically, the roots from the Tree of Knowledge, those roots that are filled with disease and that are rotten, are deeply embedded in the soil of the church. 

For this reason, her fruits are unhealthy, and so many times, winds of false teaching have caused the church to stagger and topple over. These unhealthy roots have actually become the foundation of the church, forcing out the roots of the Tree of Life. 

This is the challenge: to reveal the roots within our midst (exposure, exposure, exposure) and to act with sword (Spirit) and axe (Truth). 

We need to get dirty, digging into the soil. We need the wisdom and love of God to destroy that which is evil, and to allow Him to feed what He has planted. We, therefore, need vision and spiritual discernment. 

We need the Spirit's guidance in all things. Only by the power of God can we tackle these roots and by His perfect strategy, uproot and replant.

Then our roots in the Lord will be healthy and it will truly be well with our souls!
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1 JOHN 2: ON NOT LOVING the World: 15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.

One of the key strategies of the devil is to entice and deceive believers to become tied up by the things of the world. He wants believers to become dependent on the world; therefore, their very existence depends on the fluctuations and the temporary nature of the temporary.

You can liken this entrapment to someone who gets barbed wire wrapped around themselves, just like a python will coil itself around its prey.  The devil loves it when we allow ourselves to become embroiled in the affairs and the structures of this world, which allows for that barbed wire to dig deeper into our soul and spirit. The devil wants us to become so fixated on this world, so dependent, so intertwined, until all life is squeezed out of us until we have no fight or strength left to grow spiritually.

There are indeed many ways for the devil to achieve this, but at the end of the day, we simply allow ourselves to become ensnared by barbed wire through the choices we make and because we choose to become dependent on this world.

We need to realise God wants us to be completely dependent on Him, for He should be our life source, our only hope and strength. Do we not realise that the more we support and become intertwined by the systems and structures of the world, the more enslaved we become?

It says in Isaiah 30: 

“Woe to the obstinate children,” declares the LORD, “to those who carry out plans that are not mine, forming an alliance, but not by my Spirit, heaping sin upon sin; 2 who go down to Egypt without consulting me; who look for help to Pharaoh’s protection, to Egypt’s shade for refuge.  3 But Pharaoh’s protection will be to your shame, Egypt’s shade will bring you disgrace. 4 Though they have officials in Zoan and their envoys have arrived in Hanes, 5 everyone will be put to shame because of a people useless to them, who bring neither help nor advantage, but only shame and disgrace.”

Israel wanted to place their trust in God and in Egypt, just as they so often did when they placed their trust in the Lord and in other gods like Baal. As we note here, Israel will be put to shame for their sins (trusting in Egypt for help), just as Adam and Eve were put to shame when they were left naked following their sin in the Garden of Eden.

If we entangle ourselves with this world, and we entangle ourselves with the things of the devil, we will only be left ashamed and vulnerable for this world brings no profit, only destruction and fear, thus DEATH.

Think about this. God should be our life source. Yet, we spent thousands on medical aid. We actually allow a door of fear and ill-health to open in our lives because we fail to trust and hope in the Lord. We entangle ourselves through insurance and all other kinds of “safety nets” because of fear, lack of faith and uncertainty. 

The more we are entangled by the world, the greater will be our walk of fear and doubt.  The more we subscribe to the services of these “safety net” institutions, the more we sign covenants (legal contracts) with the world. 

After all, every time we place our trust in medical aids or insurance or other financial policies, it is like making a deal with the world for our well-being and protection. 

We are either going to put our trust in the Lord, therefore staying true to the Covenant, or we are going to allow ourselves to become deceived by the covenant of this world.

We read in John 18:36 that Jesus says His Kingdom is not of this world.  As His followers, we as members of His kingdom are then “not of this world,” we are of heaven (Philippians 3:20). Yes, we are on earth for now, but our earthly lives are nothing but a vapour (James 4:14). Our focus should be on eternity, now that is a long time, and that is where a Christian’s focus should really be (1 Peter 5:10).

The things of this world, wars, famine, suffering, and poverty, impact Christians and non-Christians alike. By remembering that we are “not of this world,” remembering that these things are just for a little while, we can see them in a different light. We are still in this world but we are no longer of it (John 17:14). We are still surrounded by all the horrors and tragedy of this life, but this is not our life (Philippians 3:8-14).

We read in Luke 4 of the devil tempting the Lord: 5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.”

The devil wants us to bow the knee to him by accepting the allurements, the promises and the temptations of this world.  He wants us to embrace this world, become part of it, and become entangled with the natural, and to forget we serve a supernatural God. Again, let us be reminded that the devil only brings death and destruction, while the Lord provides life and hope.

In Exodus 32 we read the famous story of the Golden Calf: 1 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.” 2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD.” 6 So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry. 7 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 9 “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.”

How quickly do we not turn away from God to put our trust in the world? The Israelites grew afraid because God had not acted fast enough, so they put their trust in an idol. 

This would become a sad trend when it comes to the Israelites – they would constantly try to serve God and other idols (Baal, Moloch).  Israel chose to sow idolatry and would reap death for their disobedience and lack of faith.

We make the same mistake that Israel did thousands of years ago. We also have our golden calves (insurances of this world) just in case God does not make a way (according to our perception of a way and of timing). 

We also have our safety nets (other idols of security) just in case God lets us down. So we become entangled with this world, allowing it to bleed us dry and instil a sense of fear and insecurity.

Ultimately, we serve both God and this world when we constantly trust in the Lord and medical aids for our healing, or when we trust in the Lord and our insurance just in case we are involved in an accident.

We have to remember that when one talks about following God and God alone, we will then also walk in God’s divine wisdom. 

Such wisdom translates into how we live (healthy lifestyle) and it translates into our behaviour, actions, decisions and choices.

In all things from morning to night, the Holy Spirit should be guiding us, so we need to allow the Spirit to lead us in wisdom.  

This will keep us on the right path in terms of our well-being, protection and sustenance. 

It will keep us from making the wrong decisions.
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The Game of Crowns
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WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND that in this world of peril, the devil does not want anyone to overcome the dark. He wants people to wallow in the dark and, therefore, be overcome by it. In the New Testament, we read of five heavenly crowns that will be awarded to believers. We also read of the awards to the believer who overcomes in the Book of Revelation. Do you think the enemy wants anyone to enjoy such rewards? His entire mission is to destroy, and to leave all people void of any blessing, award, life or triumph. 

He wants people to live in the dark. He wants people to be ruled by the dark. He wants people to be subjected to the bondage of the dark. He wants people who are defeated and not liberated in Christ. John 1 says, “1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.”

The commission of the Spirit is to tell people of the light. So many people are horribly stuck in the dark, and they are struggling to find a way out of the mess. 1 John 1 says, “5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” In Christ, there is light and life. The devil wants people to embrace death and destruction. 

The five crowns are the imperishable crown, the crown of rejoicing, the crown of righteousness, the crown of glory, and the crown of life. Some of them are labelled slightly differently based on interpretation, but they boil down to the same concept. There is, however, also another crown – it is the crown that the devil wants us to wear. It is the crown where we become the kings and queens of our lives, and it is the crown where we seek to rule and reign. It is a crown which is forged in darkness, and when we wear this crown, it will prevent us from one day receiving the
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