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7

Brian Deane

My name is Brian Deane and I scored the first ever Premier

League goal on August 15 1992 playing for Sheffield United

against Manchester United. I was really excited to read

Football's

Champions of Change

because racism is such a relevant topic in

football. The current generation of footballers have been united

in spreading the anti-racist message by doings things such as

taking the knee and speaking out on social media.

There are so many others from my own

era and before who faced their own

struggles and played a part in making

the game we all love more inclusive.

This book is educational with lots of

information about amazing people

who fought and continue to fight for

change. It would have been great to

have more of such stories when I was

younger to learn about these heroes.

This is an exhilarating read that gives

me hope for the future. We can all take

inspiration from those who feature in

this book. But there is still plenty to do.

I will continue to support campaigns

for tougher laws to combat online

abuse. I know from my own personal

experience the difficulty in getting a

job in football management. We need

to get more diversity in board rooms

and among managers. These are two

of the many subjects touched on in

Football's Champions of Change

.

I am not sure where the end goal lies,

but we have to keep trying to make

football a more welcoming place for

people regardless of their colour or

background.

Foreword
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9

Troy Townsend

Head of Player Engagement at football’s equality

and inclusion charity,

Kick It Out.

This is a very important book for young

people. The horrible abuse suffered by

the three England players who missed

penalties in the EURO 2020 final just

goes to show that the issue of racism in

football hasn’t gone away.

For more than a decade, I have been

fighting the good fight, trying to

combat discrimination in all forms

within the game. I want to help make

it a level playing field with all under-

represented groups becoming an

accepted part of football.

In the past, players from ethnic

minorities suffered direct abuse and

there were no consequences for the

offenders. I went through that myself,

and as a father and a grandfather, I don’t

want future generations to experience

it. Through campaigning, we have now

made sure that there are punishments

for people who discriminate.

However, racism and discrimination in

football and society has not completely

gone away. We have made progress,

but a lot more needs to be done. There

is a new wave of people with hatred

in their hearts and minds. We see it

expressed in some football grounds,

but it mainly appears in social media.

The key is education, and that is a big

part of my job at the charity Kick It

Out. I constantly go into football club

academies to speak to players – from

age nine through to 23. We have open

group conversations in which they hear

their team-mates speak about how

racism has affected them. We also talk

to parents.

It helps people who have offended to

understand the impact of their words

and gestures. When you have been

targeted because of your colour or

race, it damages your mental well-

being. It sits in your mind and impacts

your life and your family’s life.

This book is a very good introduction

to many of the important issues about

race. It explains why we are where we

are and introduces you to some key

historical and modern-day figures who

have fought for change. Of course, it

can’t cover everything, but hopefully it

will encourage you to discover more.

I hope you enjoy the journey.

Introduction
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1
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UNDER THE

SPOTLIGHT
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