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For this morning, and possibly this evening, we will look at the Trinity from the standpoint of the Holy Ghost.

Back in May of this year, I was working on a project about the Protestant reformers and how they were closet Catholics. I read a lot of interesting material that I wasn't previously aware of, especially concerning their views on Mariolatry. Some of them wrote about the Trinity, and I found these publications very interesting. I made some notes but then paused to work on other projects. In September this year, I returned to studying the Trinity, making more notes and finding some great quotes. One such quote states:

"God is numerically and individually one, distinct from each other, and yet identical in the same Divine Essence. The Father is unbegotten, the Son is begotten, and the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and the Son, incomprehensible to any created intelligence."

I like that quote. For the most part, we will look at the Gospel of Luke this morning, and possibly this evening as well. If we complete this study in one sitting, praise God. If not, that's fine; we are in no rush. I've done videos over the years about the Trinity, and I think this might be the first focusing on the Holy Ghost's role. Most critics of the Trinity find fault in the Lord Jesus Christ, pointing out that He called Himself the Son of Man and said the Father was greater than Him. These are the usual arguments. Nearly every argument I've seen, heard, or read about omits the Holy Ghost. I don't know why, as He is very much ignored among cult religions like the Jehovah's Witnesses, the Seventh-Day Adventists, and the Christadelphians. However, the Holy Ghost is a significant player when it comes to creation, resurrection, and the dispensing of the gifts that those of us who are saved enjoy.

So, let's start in Luke chapter one, verse 35.

And the angel answered and said unto her, "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee. Therefore, also, that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God."

Jump over to Luke chapter 9, and then go back to Luke chapter 1. The way I do my studies, if you've just joined us for the first time, is to go back and forth. This may make some people a little dizzy, but if you stick with me, you'll get used to my style of preaching.

In Luke chapter 9, cast your eyes over verse 34: "While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud."

Now, go back to Luke chapter 1, verse 35: "And the angel said unto her" (this will be Gabriel, of course, speaking to Mary), "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee. Therefore, also, that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." Yes, the term "holy thing" is neutral; I know that.

Go back to Luke chapter 9 one final time, verse 34 again: "While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud."

Now, go to Luke chapter 4. This takes us back to the children of Israel in the wilderness. By day, they followed a cloud, and by night, they followed fire, which guided them for 40 years. The Holy Ghost comes in different shapes and forms. In Matthew 3, He appears as a dove, and a voice from Heaven says, "Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." You've got the Father speaking, the Son being baptized, and the Holy Ghost coming upon the Son—three parts, three aspects of God's character. I'll discuss this more this morning, as there is a delineation to be made.

Between Trinitarianism and Modalism, Modalism very briefly states that God has three parts. What they say is that when God was speaking to the world through Jesus Christ, the world saw God's body. When Christ was performing miracles, that was the Holy Ghost, which is God's Spirit. I'll try to elaborate and unpack that as we go through this study this morning. According to the Modalist position, Christ is God's body, and the Holy Ghost is God's Spirit or the soul of God. It can be confusing, and it doesn't need to be, but it often is. Many people have become quite confused over the differences between Trinitarianism and Modalism.

But let's stay on track. Luke chapter 4, verse 1: "And Jesus, being full of the Holy Ghost, returned from Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness." In Luke chapter 1, the Holy Ghost comes upon Mary, and the power of the Highest overshadows her. She conceives and gives birth to the Lord Jesus Christ. For the record, she wasn't immaculately conceived. She was born in sin, as we all are. I know it's a comforting belief for Catholics to hold, that she had to be sinless to give birth to a sinless man. However, she was born in sin, and the Lord was born to a sinful woman because He had to be identified with Adam through a literal sinful lineage. Yet, at the same time, He was preserved from original sin through the divine nature of His Father.

Returning to Luke chapter 4, verse 1: "And Jesus, being full of the Holy Ghost, returned from Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness."

The Holy Ghost is the Spirit, and the Spirit is the Holy Ghost. Some people claim they are not the same, but they are: the Holy Ghost is the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is the Holy Ghost.

Now, in Luke chapter 4, Christ had been baptized by the Holy Ghost, commissioned by the Holy Ghost, and after defeating Satan, He was moving in the power of the Holy Ghost.

Go to Luke chapter 10 and look at verse 21: "In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight."

The term 'spirit' here in verse 21, in most reference Bibles, will tell you that it's the Holy Spirit. However, it's actually Christ's own spirit. In this context, it's a lowercase 's': "In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit," His own spirit. Just as our body has a soul and a spirit, so did Jesus.

He said, "I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent," meaning those who were educated and thought they knew everything were blinded due to their wilful ignorance. "And hast revealed them unto babes," those humble enough to receive the truth. It pleased the Lord to reveal His truths to the humble, while those who were not humble were passed over. It's a sad reality but true.

Now, go to Luke chapter 11 and look at verse 20:

"But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God has come upon you." The "finger of God" is an interesting phrase. Go to Matthew chapter 18. There are two ways to look at this: it could be an idiom, similar to "the arm of the Lord has been revealed," but we know that Christ is God's right-hand man. God is a literal being; He is not just an invisible spirit. He exists and is everywhere at the same time.

In Matthew 18, look at verse 10: "Take heed that you despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, that in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven." So, God has a face. He is a physical, literal being. He is not completely removed from society or from civilization. He is omnipresent, which means He is everywhere at the same time. This goes back to the term, "Let us make man in our image," which we may discuss this morning or this evening.

Now, briefly, there are two views regarding that passage. Non-Trinitarians will say it's the "plural of majesty." We've discussed the term "plural of majesty" many times over the years. It is commonly used by royalty, who might say, "We are very pleased to have you here today. Welcome to our kingdom." They are speaking on behalf of their kingdom. The term "plural of majesty" originates from Persian and Greek traditions. The Babylonians used it, as found in the Book of Esther. It's not a Jewish term.

The second view, held by some non-Trinitarians, is that God is speaking to the angels. However, angels aren't part of the creation system; they are created beings. When God says, "Let us make man in our image," suggesting He is speaking to the
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