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  Mountain Man Tools and Materials

  The Work Area

  Since the Mountain Man spent the greater portion of his time outdoors, his skills and crafts were utilized in the open-on the ground, on a log, etc. This work environment could naturally be utilized today as well, and it is by far the cheapest area to work in. A garage with a workbench, or an extra room in the house, could be used as a work area. A tipi pitched in the backyard could also be used for the messier jobs such as tanning. Through the community schools program, school facilities in the shop or craft areas occasionally can be utilized.


  The best situation is to have an area where you can have a workbench, electricity, storage area, and a place to hang the hides you are working on. You may be able to go the extra mile and build an area specifically for your mountain man crafts.


  Tools and Equipment


  Most of the tools used by a mountain man were what he could carry with him as he trapped. They consisted of sometimes both a Dadely and a Greenriver butcher knife, a steel or bone awl, a throwing ax, a patch knife, traps, flint and steel, and of course a black powder rifle, as well as a bullet mold. With these basic tools he could survive quite comfortably in the wilderness. For extended crafts in this area, though, more tools and equipment would help. The following is quite an extensive list, not all of which are absolutely necessary.



  Suggested Work Area for Mountain Man Crafts

  [image: High pitch roof, build loft for hide storage, etc.]

  [image: Stretching boards for beaver hides, etc.]


  
  Most of these tools can be found In the home, and some of the equipment can be made at home. Even an inexperienced person can make a simple pulling stake and slicker. It is up to each individual how much he or she wants to spend. The decision depends greatly on what items are already on hand.


  A pulling bench can be made out of scrap wood, threaded pipe, some bolts, and an old used saw blade for less than $10. If you have a 2” × 4” × 2’ board sharpened on one end and a good bench vise it will cost nothing. Paddles can be made from a 1” × 4”, cutting it to shape with a hand saw. A fleshing beam can be made from an old wooden ironing board if one can be found (that's what I usea 1936 model as a matter of fact), or any type of wood put together to form a big enough area to flesh a deer hide.


  Five gallon plastic buckets used for mud in dry walling can usually be obtained from a construction site when builders are working on the interiors. They can also be obtained from some grocery store bakeries.


  Tools such as drills, bits, whetstones, buffers, bench grinders, hammers, saws, tape measures, vises, and dremel tools can be purchased at local hardware stores.


  Awls with automatic stitching can be purchased at leather craft stores as well as leather punches with a cost of from $3.00 to $5.00. Glover needles may be found at saddle shops or shoe repair shops. Sail mending needles can be found at sailboat shops and sometimes at Black Powder shops that sell the works.


  Engraving tools can be obtained at good art supply stores.


  Trapping supplies can be purchased in most states. Some of the larger suppliers for traps, trapping books, and scents are:


Woodstream Corp., Lititz, Pa., 17543
Necina Fur Co., Box 787, Jamestown, Ohio, 45335



  Prices as of this writing are about $2.40 for #110 conibear, $2.80 for #1 Stop Loss Long Spring, $12.00 for #330 conibear, and $6.50 for #4 Long Springs.


  Gathering tools and supplies is up to the individual, and is affected by the amount he wants to spend and how long he wants to spend looking for the items. Gathering these things gradually has worked best for me, although it has taken a couple of years to do so, and it has been worth it. Your finished projects will please you for a lifetime.


  Tanning Tools


  pulling bench - not essential, but nice to have. Used to shave and stretch hides, i.e., deer, antelope, beaver, muskrat

    pulling stake - important for stretching hides in the tanning process

    slicker or paddle - the hair and epidermus must be removed with this instrument when doing hides with hair off

    draw knife - a butcher knife can be used in .its place to' remove meat and fat from hide

    fleshing beam - a beam used to lay the hide over to flesh it

    two 20-gallon plastic or wooden barrels - these containers are for tanning solutions

    two 5-gallon plastic containers - these smaller containers are for tanning muskrat, rabbit, etc.

    whetstone and steel - needed for sharpening knives

    skinning knife - used for skinning game

    rags - essential for keeping tools clean


  Clothing-Making Tools


  awl - used for punching holes in leather for sewing

    glover's needle - sharpened needle which can sew through thin leather

    sail mending needle - sharpened curved needle which can be used with sinew to sew through leather

    beading needles - various types to use in decorating clothing

    rope - used for hanging up and tousing tanned hides on


  Tools for General Craft Work


  drill and bits - for riflemaking, horn work, etc.

    buffer - polishing horn, knives, etc.

    vise - for holding horn, rifle parts, and drilling

    hammer - general purpose

    screw driver - rifle building

    plane - rifle building

    tape measure - clothing, rifle and horn use

    straight edge - drawing straight lines on patterns

    files - filing rifle, horns, etc.

    bottles of various sizes - storing beads, quills, buttons

    brushes of various sizes - for painting tipi, willow chairs, etc.

    dremel tool - great for grinding small areas on rifles and horns

 
  engraving tools - useful if any designs are going to be engraved into the barrel

    hot plate - melting wax, heating water to soften cow horn

    stool - to sit on


  Traps


  wire

    pliers	

    #1 Long Spring Stop-Loss (Victor or B&L) - for muskrat

    #330 Conlbear - for beaver

    #4 Long Spring - for beaver

    #110 Conibear - for muskrat



Tools for Tanning Hides

     [image: Old Wooden Ironing Board can be used for a fleshing beam]

     [image: Wooden Barrel or Plastic Barrel]
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  Traps and Trappings


  Civilization ended at St. Louis in the early 1800's. It was there that the mountain men would outfit themselves with horses, food, and trapping gear. Ten traps were generally enough to work with, but extras were needed because the traps would often end up being lost, stolen by Indians, or carried away by a sly animal. Leg traps were the only type used at that time, although other types are available now.


  There were several reasons why trapping on a large scale came about. The demand for beaver pelts to make beaver felt hats for the fashionable people of Europe was perhaps the major reason. Contributing factors were the desire of governments for exploration and acquisition of new territories, and the desire on the part of adventurous individuals to get away from civilization.


  The skill of trapping today can benefit you in various ways. There may come a time when you need to survive on what you can catch for food and clothing. Extra income can be had from trapping muskrat, fox and coyote. You may want to store furs and hides for future use, or you may want to make your own mountain man paraphernalia. It must be noted that you may live In an area where trapping can be done, so before you purchase your traps, it would be wise to check out the area first.



   Types of Traps


  There are three types of traps commonly used for beaver and muskrat trapping. The Conibear kills instantly and the leg traps require proper setting for drowning purposes. The preceeding chapter gives information concerning price and where to purchase.

  [image: Conibear]

  [image: Victor Leg Trap Stop-Loss Trap]




  Setting Your Traps


  To begin with, It is a good idea to set your traps before you go out in the cold water and get your fingers caught. It could be a very painful experience otherwise. To set the conibear, squeeze the single spring with both hands, on top of your leg. Then, stil! holding tight with one hand, use the other to take the body grips and pull them in the opposite direction of each other until the ends meet. While holding the body grips together, let go of the spring. It will stay as it is as long as the grips are held together. Now set the notched latch in the notch holding the trip wire and the spring. Gently let go with the other hand and the latch should hold.

  [image: chpt_fig_013]

  


  The leg-hold trap has two types of leg catches on each trap. They are the jaws that clamp the foot and a wire that springs over the leg or shoulder to prevent the animal from reaching its leg to chew it off. Push the leaf spring down, using your leg or stump to brace the trap, making sure the pan is still under the jaws and the latch is not. Pull the spring wire over the jaws, then hold that and the leaf spring down together with one hand while pulling the jaws apart with the other. When the jaws are pushed down, It will keep both springs down. Now set the latch over the jaw and under the notch of the pan. It is best to do this part by reaching underneath with your fingers and setting it, in case you lose hold with your other hand and catch your fingers. Gently ease up on the jaws until the jaw pushes against the latch. If you see that it will hold, let go of the jaws and the trap is set.


  There are six good basic methods for setting traps for muskrat and beaver in the following pages, and I've had good results with them.


  Trapping Muskrat

  [image: chpt_fig_014]

  
  Streams, irrigation canals, swamps, rivers, ponds, and lakes are likely spots for muskrat. Pelts are prime only in the winter . Each state has its own regulations regarding the taking of fur bearers and it would be wise to check with your Wildlife Division before you do any trapping. Use the Conibear and Stop-Loss traps only-this will insure that the muskrat won't chew his leg off and escape.


  What signs should you look for? Watch for areas on the bank that have been scratched or dug right at water level. Also holes (at least as big as a man's fist) at water level or just below, and logs or stumps that have animal droppings on them. Be on the lookout for scent piles-little mounds of mud or a sand bar with a great amount of oval droppings where the muskrat will normally come to pay a nightly visit.

  Upon finding a scent mound, take two stop-loss traps and set them in the two most likely spots where the muskrat will climb upon the mound. If the traps are set in the water, they must be at least an inch under water or the trap will freeze up. You could build a nest of weeds to put underneath the traps to keep them above water. As long as they don't get wet they won't freeze. Stake the chain out into deep water as far as possible, since the muskrat will swim for deep water and drown. A drowning stick is also helpful. This is placed out just far enough for the muskrat to swim around it and get tangled up and drown. This is especially good in shallow water.

  [image: chpt_fig_015]

  
  You can tell if a bank hole is being used by the residue of twigs, vegetation, and the lack of cobwebs in it. If it is deep and at water line, set a conibear at the h.ole with only the latch above water. It can be set down on the bottom or on a weed bed to set it up higher. Put a forked stick in the spring to keep it from being knocked over.


  Since muskrat are vegetarian, they seek roots and soft bark. You will notice where a pocket is being dug in bank. Set a trap out about four inches from the spot on a nest or directly on the bottom of the creek, pond, or river
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