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-Abhijit Anant Telang

Enlightened Path Towards the True Essence of Geeta.

The verses are referred to by their numbers as per the Bhavartha Deepika (Composition’s purpose is to enlighten the true meanings as laid out in the Sacred texts of Geeta) which is the name of original composition by 13th century Maharashtrian Saint Dnyaneshwar, print edition of which is made available online by Shri Balkrishna Prakash Kadam, Jai Hari Sanskrutik Pratishthan, Solapur.

They should be referred to for context and to build an understanding of the original text as it is and this humble interpretation by Author should be just considered an individualistic imagination and effort to understand and feel the devotion towards Lord Krishna.

Author has tried to explain the verses as they are, wherever possible, and then expanded with creative freedom on what could be the symbolism and analogies the verses that can be derived from. Whatever is derived, or expressed in parallel symbolism or analogies, thus express the Author’s individual opinion and imagination. 

Author has also tried to interpret the tale in an original manner (in context of the deriving the parallelism, using the parallelisms, symbolisms and analogies and in providing examples) in addition to what has already been written by Shri Dnyaneshwar as elucidated in composed in Marathi verses as it existed during 13th Century.

Author has leveraged the verses, and their sequence and corresponding chapters or adhyayas as they are referred to by Shri Dnyneshwar to structure his own interpretations of symbolisms that may exist or can be derived, however they should be taken as creative liberties to expand on, while preserving the original intention of the sacred tale. 

Abhijit Telang
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​​Verse 1-14 (Sanskrit: 5.1)
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अर्जुन उवाच
संन्यासं कर्मणां कृष्ण पुनर्योगं च शंससि।
यच्छ्रेय एतयोरेकं तन्मे ब्रूहि सुनिश्िचतम्।।5.1।।
Arjuna is perplexed by the inherent contradiction between necessity to let it go and urgency to hold on. He pleads Lord to clarify on the definite way forward. The essence of any learning is naturally expected to be free of contrasts, yet the simplification that is usually performed for the sake of efficiency may result in loss of real meaning. The necessity of simultaneity in performing actions arises from the interlinkages of karmic labyrinth.  The actions that must be performed, hence, must be evaluated based how they compliment each other in achieving the ultimate objective.
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Verse 15-18 (Sanskrit: 5.2)
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श्री भगवानुवाच
संन्यासः कर्मयोगश्च निःश्रेयसकरावुभौ।
तयोस्तु कर्मसंन्यासात्कर्मयोगो विशिष्यते।।5.2।। 

The oceanic mind may generate wave after wave of desires. The true calmness will be achieved when each of such desires is analysed, evaluated and cautiously either fulfilled or let go by eliminating the root cause. Inaction for the sake of it, will only result in stagnation and piling up as the mind does not find any justification of whether to have a given desire or not and whether it is righteous to fulfil it or not. Unless and until the source of all desires is calmed consciously in realization from within, the random cravings will continue to unsettle individuality. 

In this sense, the consciously performing karma to weed out the wrong and make way to ascend is the definitive path. Mere knowing that one must climb up the mountain of possible advancements is not enough. Thinking is not doing. It is by doing/practicing what is consciously and carefully thought (in the context of spiritual advancement), one can reach the pinnacle of realization. 
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Verse 19-25 (Sanskrit: 5.3)
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ज्ञेयः स नित्यसंन्यासी यो न द्वेष्टि न काङ्क्षति।
निर्द्वन्द्वो हि महाबाहो सुखं बन्धात्प्रमुच्यते।।5.3।।

One who has relinquished himself from the shackles of egotistical attachment which arises in the form of positive and negative sentiments can be known as the Liberated One.  The attachments and corresponding sentiments arise from a deluded perception that is cantered on I.  Conscious detachment must be practiced every moment, as ego can fall for illusory attraction and repulsion, joy and sorrow, pleasure, and pain, every that moment.
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Verse 26-28 (Sanskrit: 5.4)
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सांख्ययोगौ पृथग्बालाः प्रवदन्ति न पण्डिताः।
एकमप्यास्थितः सम्यगुभयोर्विन्दते फलम्।।5.4।।

The tree (Purusha in Sanskrit) gives rise to various branches and those branches in turn give rise to leaves. Those leaves further bear flowers and those in turn bear fruit which in turn bear seeds to continue the course of existence. It is crucial to not lose sight of the Purusha who alone perceives karmic deeds and obtains their outcomes thereof. The various branches and divisions that arise in knowledge that is to be known are trying to realize the same Tree on which they took their birth. This tree then must be realized as the culmination and unification of all academic, religious, scientific, and philosophical pursuits.

Shri Dnyneshwar gives example of the light as it is seen in multiplicity of copies (whether in mirrors or in individual consciouses), yet all such copies originate from the same Source.
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