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Team Origins - When and how the team was founded.
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●  The Tampa Bay Rays were originally known as the Tampa Bay Devil Rays.

●  The team was founded in 1998.

●  The Rays play their home games at Tropicana Field, located in St. Petersburg, Florida.

●  They were one of the two expansion teams added to the MLB in 1998, the other being the Arizona Diamondbacks.

●  Vince Naimoli was the original owner of the Devil Rays.

●  The team's original colors were black, purple, and green.

●  The name "Devil Rays" referred to the manta ray, and a ray tank is a feature of their home stadium.

●  They became the Tampa Bay Rays (dropping "Devil") in 2008, signifying the bright future and energy of the team.

●  Before getting a franchise, the Tampa Bay area tried multiple times to lure existing MLB teams.

●  The original team logo featured a manta ray in water with a baseball.

●  In their debut game in 1998, the Devil Rays played against the Detroit Tigers.

●  Wade Boggs hit the first home run in Devil Rays' history.

●  Their inaugural season resulted in a last-place finish in the AL East.

●  The team’s first victory came on April 1, 1998, against the Tigers.

●  Despite initial struggles, the team managed to have three straight winning seasons from 2008 to 2010.

●  Tropicana Field is the only MLB stadium with a fixed (non-retractable) roof.

●  It took the team ten seasons to reach the playoffs for the first time.

●  The renaming to the Rays coincided with a change in team colors to navy blue, Columbia blue, and white.

●  Stuart Sternberg took over the majority ownership in 2005, leading to significant changes.

●  The name "Rays" not only signifies rays of sunlight but also keeps an homage to the manta ray.

●  The team's motto after the name change became "We play hard. We play right."

●  Before their establishment, St. Petersburg had pursued teams like the Giants, White Sox, Mariners, and others to relocate.

●  Tropicana Field was actually built in hopes of attracting a major league baseball team before the Devil Rays were even conceived.

●  In their first decade, the Rays finished last in the AL East nine times.

●  The name change in 2008 also brought a new mascot, "Raymond."

●  Wade Boggs' 3000th hit, which was a home run, is one of the team's most iconic moments in the early years.

●  The Devil Rays' first draft pick in franchise history was outfielder Rocco Baldelli.

●  In the team's early years, they had a mascot named "D-Rays" which was a ray with devil horns.

●  The initial vision for the team was to capture the fun and sun of Florida, hence the aquatic theme.

●  They are one of the few teams that have never had a traditional mascot suit, always sticking to the aquatic theme.

●  The Rays had a sister team in the minor leagues called the Orlando Rays.

●  Their inaugural roster had a mix of young prospects and veteran players.

●  Tropicana Field's signature feature, the slanted roof, was designed to reduce the cost of cooling the stadium.

●  The field's artificial turf was initially criticized for being harder than most, leading to higher bounce.

●  When they started, they were in the same division as the powerhouse New York Yankees and Boston Red Sox.

●  Many early players became fan favorites due to their unique personalities rather than on-field performances.

●  The first decade was marked by frequent changes in the team lineup, searching for the winning formula.

●  The team's branding after the name change aimed to represent optimism, which resonated with fans.

●  The Devil Rays' uniforms were considered colorful and were different from traditional baseball uniforms.

●  Many believed the team's turn to success began when they started focusing on home-grown talent.

●  In the initial seasons, they held concerts after games to attract more fans.

●  Despite the early struggles, fan passion was evident, with many supporting through thick and thin.

●  Their first minor league affiliate was the Hudson Valley Renegades.

●  The idea of having a tank of live rays in the stadium was introduced to bring fans closer to the team's mascot.

●  The team's focus on analytics and sabermetrics from the late 2000s differentiated them from others.

●  Local rivalries with teams like the Miami Marlins were termed the "Citrus Series."

●  Their commitment to community and local causes was evident from the beginning.

●  In their early years, they had some of the most distinctive promotions in MLB.

●  The Rays were always seen as the underdogs, which became a part of their identity.

●  Despite early challenges, they remain a testament to perseverance and innovation in baseball.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Iconic Players - Profiles on some of the most legendary players from the team.
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●  Evan Longoria was the face of the Rays for many years and their star third baseman.

●  Carl Crawford, a left fielder, was known for his speed and stealing bases.

●  David Price was a Cy Young Award-winning pitcher for the Rays.

●  Ben Zobrist was a versatile player and played multiple positions for the Rays.

●  James Shields, a right-handed pitcher, was a core player in the team's rotation.

●  Rocco Baldelli, the team's first draft pick, later became the team's manager.

●  Akinori Iwamura was the first Japanese player in Rays' history.

●  Carlos Peña was known for his power-hitting capabilities.

●  Matt Garza threw the first no-hitter in Rays' history in 2010.

●  B.J. Upton had significant contributions during the team's postseason runs.

●  Wade Boggs, a Hall of Famer, spent his final two seasons with the Rays.

●  Kevin Kiermaier is known for his outstanding defensive skills in the outfield.

●  Blake Snell won the Cy Young Award with the Rays in 2018.

●  Scott Kazmir was one of the team's top pitchers in the mid-2000s.

●  Fred McGriff, a Tampa native, played for the Rays towards the end of his career.

●  Tommy Pham, an outfielder, was known for his intensity and passion.

●  Joey Wendle, a utility player, showed versatility in the infield.

●  Randy Arozarena became a postseason sensation with his record-breaking performances.

●  Willy Adames emerged as one of the promising young talents for the Rays.

●  Chris Archer, known for his slider, was a crucial part of the team's pitching rotation.

●  Aubrey Huff was one of the team's early
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