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			Guy de Maupassant

			French novelist and short-story writer

			
					Born in Tourville-sur-Arques in 1850

					Died in Paris in 1893

					Notable works:	Boule de suif (1880), short story

	Contes de la Bécasse (1883), short story collection

	Bel Ami (1885), novel




			

			Born in 1850, Guy de Maupassant was a French writer who produced a total of six novels and over three hundred short stories. He spent his childhood in Normandy, where he began studies in law. In 1870, he enlisted as a volunteer in the Franco-Prussian War, before moving to Paris where he worked as a civil servant. Gustave Flaubert, a friend of his mother, took him under his wing and introduced him to the literary circles. He mixed with the realist and naturalist writers of his time, including Émile Zola. From 1880 to 1890, he wrote novels (Une Vie, Bel Ami) and many realist short stories (Boule de suif, La Maison Tellier, etc.) and fantastic short stories (The Horla, Fear, etc.) in which he presents his pessimistic vision of society. He sank into insanity in 1890 and died in 1893.

		


		
			Bel Ami

			A picture of society

			
					Genre: realist novel

					Reference edition: De Maupassant, G. (Unknown) Bel-Ami. Lausanne: Éditions Rencontre.

					First edition: 1885

					Themes: women, love, professional field, social ascension, colonialism

			

			A realist novel published in 1885, Bel Ami recounts the social ascension of a provincial man arriving in Paris, Georges Duroy. Maupassant used his story to portray the society in which he lived and to criticize colonial politics and the influence of women on the professional world, especially the world of the press. Through his hero, the author shares his own experience and, at times, Georges Duroy passes as a literary transposition of Maupassant.

			Many directors and screenwriters have been captivated by the realism of the story and have contributed, with their adaptations, to the intergenerational success of the novel.

		


		
			Summary

			Part one – from a mediocre life to a comfortable situation

			Georges Duroy, a former soldier living in Paris, is driven by an insatiable desire to succeed in the world. Luck leads him to meet a former regimental comrade, Charles Forestier. Charles has achieved great social success, since he is the political editor of La Vie Française. He strongly advises his friend to follow his own path and offers him a boost: an invitation to a dinner at his home.

			This dinner brings together Monsieur and Madame Forestier, Madame de Marelle, a friend of the couple, and her daughter, as well as Monsieur Walter, the owner and chief editor of La Vie Française, and his wife. The three women constantly admire Duroy’s spirit, and Monsieur Walter offers to take him on as a clerk and editor of a small column in which he will recount his memories of the war. But soon, Duroy realizes how little he knows about this type of exercise, which he has never done before. He then asks for the help of his friend Forestier who puts him into the hands of his wife, who is an expert in the art of writing articles herself. The next day, Duroy discovers the joy of reading his own article. Little by little, he familiarizes himself with the daily work on the newspaper, but he does not progress in the art of writing and is forced to abandon his column.

			On the advice of Madame Forestier, Duroy regularly visits Madame de Marelle. Soon, he begins to court her, although she is married. She succumbs to the one she calls Bel Ami and becomes his mistress. However, Duroy is now forced to lead a grander lifestyle than he can afford. His debts and loans multiply, and he is obliged to accept, with a heavy heart, financial gifts from Madame de Marelle, who is much richer than he is. One day, however, she learns that he is continuing to court other women and decides to leave him immediately.

			Duroy then takes the opportunity to court Madame Forestier. She pushes him away and advises him to visit Madame Walter. He follows her advice and shows off his flair and wickedness before a group of guests present there. The next day, he is entrusted with a more important job position, with better pay, and is invited to all of the dinners organized by the Walter family. From then on, Duroy is at the same social level as Forestier. Meanwhile, the latter suffers from a cough that forces him to leave Paris and go to Cannes.

			The position of social editor which Duroy acquired thanks to his powers of seduction earns him enemies as well as friends. He is harshly criticized by an anonymous writer in a competitor newspaper. Discovering the identity of this critic, he challenges him to a duel. Luckily, the guns used in this altercation do not injure either of the enemies. Duroy comes out of it with an even greater aura, which strengthens and improves his position in the newspaper even more.

			In the days that follow, Madeleine Forestier writes to Bel Ami to tell him that her husband’s days are numbered. Duroy then rushes to his friend’s bedside and stays with him until his death a few days later. On the day of the burial, he plucks up the courage and confesses his love to Madeleine for a second time. She asks him to be patient.

			Part two – achieving social recognition

			Madeleine marries Bel Ami, but not without encouraging him to impersonate a provincial nobleman: Du Roy de Cantel. She also insists that they visit her husband’s parents. However, a huge gap lies between Madeleine and Duroy’s family. This divide is the first problem, and others soon follow: Bel Ami replaces Forestier in his duties and the comparison between them becomes difficult to bear. In addition, those around the Forestier couple – Comte de Vaudrec, Laroche-Mathieu, etc. – show up at the couple’s house as if nothing had changed.

			For these reasons, and particularly as Madeleine remains silent in front of his troubles, Duroy turns away from his wife and resumes his meetings with Madame de Marelle. Moreover, he seduces Madame Walter. Madame Walter gives in, but not without remorse.

			At the newspaper, a press campaign organized by Madeleine Duroy brings the demise of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Thanks to this, Laroche-Mathieu becomes minister and the newspaper thus becomes the main communication tool of the Ministry. Henceforth, La Vie Française is no longer a second-class newspaper, but a reference point in the world of the press. Bel Ami takes advantage of this to resume his column.

			However, the minister deliberately deceives Duroy for his own interests. He suggests in the press that France has lost interest in Morocco and leaves Spain to gain a stranglehold there. Yet, shortly after, he orders the military to invade Morocco. Now, since public opinion was unaware of the event, Moroccan lending rates have not increased. For their part, Laroche-Mathieu and a few others have profited from this by buying cheap shares in this loan, before they are redeemed by France at a higher price. The minister, Walter and others, sharing this insider knowledge, get rich off the back of Duroy. Madame Walter, in love with Bel Ami, reveals what is happening and suggests that he also buys a share of the loan. He agrees, but he is already disappointed with the vapid relationship he has with his boss’ wife. He unashamedly abandons her.

			Soon after, Comte de Vaudrec, a dear friend of Madeleine, becomes very ill. He will die and bequeath his entire fortune to his friend. Annoyed because he is excluded from the will, Duroy claims half of the inheritance so as not to have to endure the shame of being a cuckolded husband. Duroy and Madeleine are now in possession of a fortune worth several million.

			However, this is not enough for Bel Ami. His boss has earned nearly 50 million from the Morocco affair and has become one of the masters of the world. Madame Walter is trying as much as she can to have Bel Ami benefit from it, but he ostensibly detaches himself from her. Only Suzanne, the youngest daughter of the Walters, interests him. During a fashionable dinner organized in the Walters’ new home, Bel Ami notices Laroche-Mathieu’s attachment to Madeleine. He decides to take advantage of the indelicate situation he has been put in by his unfaithful wife.

			A few days later, Duroy catches Laroche-Mathieu and Madeleine committing adultery. This revelation leads him to seek a divorce. The press gets hold of the affair and brings down the minister. The newspaper, far from wanting to be buried along with him, prefers to denounce him and come back stronger.

			The months that follow ensure the total success of Duroy: he manages to convince Suzanne to marry him and, in order to get the young woman’s parents to agree to the marriage, he kidnaps her. Cornered, Walter gives his consent, even though his wife is trapped in a kind of madness at seeing her former lover become her daughter’s husband.

			The consecration of Bel Ami’s career comes at the same time as his marriage. The church of Madeleine is packed for their wedding, as if they were royalty. This is the apotheosis of his ascension. 

		


		
			Character study

			Male characters

			Georges Duroy/Bel Ami

			Georges Duroy initially appears as a common character. However, his personality is marked by an incredible ambition: he wants to be rich and powerful and become one who surpasses everyone with his success.

			Throughout the novel, the hero follows a progressive course. With the exception of the first stage, which he manages with the help of Forestier, each step of his ascent is accomplished through the intervention of a woman: Madeleine, Madame Walter, then Suzanne Walter. Curiously, Bel Ami can rely on the charm that he exerts over women. But these victories alone, which are too easily conquered, cannot lead to his success. Duroy is intelligent enough not to seek too much status too fast. While his career is taking off, he takes the time to master every task he is entrusted with. He becomes a professional writer, his flair is made increasingly sharp and his character gradually hardens. His success is therefore also due to his knowledge of the social, moral and political milieu in which he moves. He is very much an opportunist.

			Some have noted the resemblance of Maupassant to the character of Georges Duroy. It is true that the similarities are occasionally significant: the same physical appearance, the same path, the same determination to succeed. Perhaps Maupassant was in fact telling his own story through that of his hero.

			Charles Forestier

			In the first chapters, Forestier represents someone who has succeeded: he has an excellent job, a beautiful wife and leads a worldly life. For Duroy, he represents a role model to follow, a quiet strength for whom success comes easy.

			However, Forestier is not as strong a character as Bel Ami. The reader discovers that he has many limitations: he is a puppet manipulated by his wife, to whom he owes all of his success; he suffers from poor health; the fear of death tortures him, even in his final moments.

			Throughout the story, Forestier no longer assumes the position of a role model, but becomes the equal of Duroy. After his death, when Duroy takes his place in his household, Forestier becomes a hated man who has been surpassed and devalued.

			Laroche-Mathieu

			 An inconsistent politician, Laroche-Mathieu is guided by nothing but greed. Basically, Laroche-Mathieu is not the guarantor of his own success; he succeeds thanks to the contributions of others: Walter turns him into his alter ego in politics and Madeleine organizes his promotion campaign. Unfortunately for him, he is unable to avoid the pitfalls and fails when faced with a stronger force. He does not survive the scandal caused by the confession of adultery.

			Monsieur Walter

			Rich, thirsty for power and easy money, Monsieur Walter created the newspaper to support his shares on the stock market and does not try to make it a recognised media organization. However, while he takes advantage of everyone, he forces Duroy to defend his honor at the risk of his life. He is a manipulative character who tries to fool everyone. When he is subsequently fooled by someone stronger than him, he

			Female characters

			Clotilde de Marelle

			
			Madeleine Forestier-Duroy

			
			Madame Walter

			
			
			
			Suzanne Walter

			
			
		

OEBPS/Images/9782806270269_title.png
BOOK ANALYSIS

Weritten by Baptiste Frankinet
Translated by Carly Probert

Bel Ami

BY GUY DE MAUPASSANT

Bright

Summaries.com





OEBPS/Images/BS-promo-newformat-2016.png
a
[d
2
<
z
<
X
o
0
(]

Shed new light
on your favorite books with

Bright

=Summaries.com

www.brightsummaries.com





OEBPS/Images/1.png
Bright

=Summaries.com

a
7
3
<
F4
<
4
o
o
0

BY GUY DE MAUPASSANT





OEBPS/Images/9782806270269_coverMarketing.png
right

g ]
Summaries.com

i <o

BOOK ANALYSIS

BY GUY DE MAUPASSANT





