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Did you know?

Kamala once used an ironing board as a campaign tool.

She has published cooking videos where she makes her favorite recipes.

Pearls are her favorite type of jewelry.

She was part of a dance group in high school.

Read on to discover over 100 fascinating and surprising facts about Kamala Harris, and her incredible life and work!




Kamala is named after a flower.

Kamala Devi Harris was born in Oakland, California, on October 20, 1964. Kamala and Devi are both ancient Indian names; Kamala means “lotus flower,” and Devi means “goddess.” Kamala’s advice to pronounce her name is to say “comma-la.” Try listening to her saying it to get it right!
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Kamala grew up with an inspiring family.

Her father, Donald, is from the Caribbean island of Jamaica. He studied economics at the University of California, Berkeley—where he met Kamala’s mother.
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Her mom was a doctor and pioneering researcher.

Kamala’s mother, Shyamala, grew up in India and went to Delhi University, but moved to California when she was 19 to continue studying. She had big dreams – her goal was to eradicate breast cancer.

Kamala’s grandfather, P. V. Gopalan, worked as a civil servant in India and Zambia.

Civil servants work to keep government services, such as education and transport, running smoothly. Kamala visited her grandfather when she was a child – hearing him talk about justice and fairness influenced her to become a lawyer. Kamala has said he is one of her favorite people.




Young Kamala believed in freedom!

Kamala was born in the 1960s during the civil rights movement—a campaign for justice and equality for people of color. Her parents took part in lots of peaceful protests and often took Kamala with them in her stroller. When they asked her, “What do you want?” young Kamala would reply, “Fweedom!”
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Kamala’s mom loved cooking and experimenting with recipes.

One of Shyamala’s family recipes was apples fried with bacon. Kamala re-created this recipe in a video in 2019, using it as a pancake topping!
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Kamala has a little sister.

At the start of 1967, Kamala’s sister, Maya Lakshmi Harris, was born. As a child, Maya loved eating leftover spaghetti carbonara for breakfast!




The Harris sisters grew up with many aunties and uncles.

This is what Kamala and Maya called the family’s friends in California, even though they weren’t related to them! Uncle Sherman taught Kamala how to play chess, which was useful for strategy and thinking ahead in politics.
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Kamala and Maya spent most of their childhood with their mother.

Kamala’s parents divorced when she was seven. She and Maya saw their dad at weekends and in the holidays.
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Kamala grew up in sunny California . . . but she’s lived in snowy Canada too.

When Kamala was 12 years old, Shyamala got a job in Montreal, Canada, as a cancer researcher. She, Kamala, and Maya all packed their bags, and off they went. Montreal is a cold, snowy city in the winter months, so they had to go shopping for cozy coats and mittens!
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Kamala’s mom was her biggest cheerleader.

When she was little, Kamala’s mother, Shyamala, gave her confidence and encouraged her to support others. She said to her:
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Kamala, you may be the first
to do many things, but make
sure you're not the last.
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