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30,000 ft. Above the Atlantic

Present Day

Having reached their mandated cruising altitude, the pilots of the Boeing 737 sat back in their comfortable cockpit chairs while the computer-generated autopilot took over the flying duties. Not that flying this familiar route was complicated. Sure there were some storms on the horizon they would need to avoid, but the two pilots—the captain who was a seasoned military veteran with over twenty years of flying experience, and his copilot, a beautiful young woman who was only in her third year as a qualified professional—were comforted by the knowledge that the onboard flight systems of the 2020s were engineered to recognize storms and knew enough to fly around them. On occasion, the computer might get a little confused, but in that case, the captain would take over and fly the plane manually, avoiding the storm and therefore keeping the white-knuckled passengers happy and drunk on complimentary gin and tonics. 

While the plane floated through a blue sky, the captain slowly brought his hand to the copilot’s hands which were resting in her lap. He proceeded to tickle her fingers while sliding them up to her holy of holies. 

“Captain,” she said, not without a mischievous grin on her chiseled, smooth, big, brown-eyed face. “Are you getting fresh with me at thirty thousand feet?” 

“What me?” said the handsome, clean-shaven, hard-jawed Captain. 

“I don’t see anyone else in the cockpit,” she said now gently taking hold of his fingers and rubbing her most sensitive of body parts with them. 

“Let’s just say I’m attracted to beautiful women in uniform,” he said. 

Indeed, in their blue trousers, tight white blouses, pilot’s caps, and those special hard-fought wings pinned to their shirts over their hearts, they looked every bit the striking couple. 

“You say the sweetest things,” she said, now shifting her hand so that it massaged his rock hardness.

“You do the sexiest things,” he said. 

He was just about to lean in for a long, sweet kiss on the mouth when there came a hard knock on the cockpit door. The captain backed off and hit the switch that unlocked the door.

“Aperto,” he said in the spirit of flying direct to beautiful Roma.

The cockpit door opened and one of the flight attendants entered. She was young, chipper, and very attractive in her tight blue slacks and even tighter-fitting blouse. The copilot always suspected he had a crush on the new recruit. 

“I have a surprise for you both,” Flight Attendant said. 

She set two fresh bananas on the center console where the pilots stored their water bottles. 

“You don’t get fresher fruits than that,” she added. “We’re hauling an entire cargo of them. Freshly picked from the green jungles of Honduras during the previous leg. Better than the Air Chefs chicken and tortellini entre I’ll be serving in a little while.” 

“Why thank you, Sheila,” The Captain said. “Very thoughtful of you.” 

“You two need anything else until we start serving dinner?” Sheila said. 

The captain and the copilot instinctually locked eyes. Outside the cockpit windows, the sky was completely dark with stars so brilliant it was like you could reach out and touch them. 

“I think we have everything we need right here,” Copilot said. 

“Gotcha,” Sheila said. 

“Talk to you in a bit,” she said. “And enjoy the bananas. They’re killer.” 

When the door closed, the captain made sure to lock it. He then turned to his copilot who, judging by her sweet and wanting smile, was waiting for him with bated breath. 

“Now,” the Captain said, “where were we when we were so pleasantly interrupted?” 

“I believe we were about to join the Mile High Club for our half a dozenth time, Captain,” the copilot said. “Or perhaps you were hoping your favorite female flight attendant would join us for a mile-high threesome?”

“Now isn’t that pretty to think so,” he said. 

Wrapping their arms around one another, the two began to passionately kiss like they were deriving their life’s oxygen from one another’s lungs. At the same time, the plane cut through the night sky and the fresh Honduran bananas began to tremble. As the pilot’s tongues played and the hands explored one another’s bodies, the tarantulas broke free of the banana peels. It’s also when the onboard computer flight software began to methodically fail one program at a time, as if the
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